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New generational job opportunities for Gen Z 

India is heading towards "Viksit Bharat@2047," but achieving this 
ambitious goal in a short timeframe depends on persistent reforms, 
the correction of macroeconomic imbalances, and the management of 
geopolitical challenges. 

PM reviews West Asia crisis, moves to secure supply chains

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday discussed with a group 
of senior ministers the prevailing geo-political situation in West 
Asia and measures to keep supply chains uninterrupted despite 
conflicts surrounding the Strait of Hormuz, the Black Sea.

Shraddha Kapoor stuns in minimalist look

Bollywood actress Shraddha Kapoor once again made her 
fans go crazy after sharing the latest clicks on her social 
media site. As per her usual attitude, the actress shared 
some of the best pictures of hers by keeping the looks. P8P7P4

‘Returning to Kolkata feels like coming home’

Nearly two decades after she was forced to leave Kolkata 
following protests over her controversial book 'Dwikhondito', 
exiled Bangladeshi writer Taslima Nasreen on Thursday said 
returning to the city for her first public appearance. P6
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Chhota Rajan 
gets 7-yr jail in 
passport case

CHENNAI: A special 
CBI court in Chennai on 
Thursday sentenced gang-
ster Chhota Rajan to seven 
years' imprisonment for 
obtaining a passport on the 
basis of forged documents, 
officials said. The agency 
achieved the conviction of 
Rajan, who assumed the 
identity of Vijaya Kadam by 
submitting false documents 
such as a transfer cer-
tificate from school, ration 
card, etc., after a 22-year 
protracted legal battle. "The 
convict, Chhota Rajan, is 
presently lodged in Tihar 
Jail, New Delhi, where he is 
already undergoing rigor-
ous imprisonment for life," 
a CBI spokesperson said in 
a statement.

Two held for 
assaulting official 
on SIR duty 
BENGALURU: Two men 
were arrested on Thurs-
day for allegedly assault-
ing a government official 
engaged in the ongoing 
SIR of the electoral rolls in 
Bengaluru, the police said. 
The accused were identified 
as Yarab (21) and Dastagir 
(22), they said. According 
to the FIR, the 37-year-old 
official, a superintendent 
with the Karnataka Slum 
Development Board, 
had been deputed as the 
supervising officer for 11 
BLOs carrying out Special 
Intensive Revision-related 
work in Ward No 47 of D 
J Halli. He had been work-
ing under the supervision 
of the Pulakeshinagar 
Revenue Officer for about 
a month.

Landlord rapes 
tenant's minor 
daughter 
MATHURA: A 10-year-
old girl was allegedly 
raped by her landlord in 
the Goverdhan area here, 
police said on Thursday. 
According to the complaint 
by the victim's mother, the 
42-year-old accused had 
been assaulting the girl for 
some time and also stored 
pictures and videos. On 
Wednesday, the accused 
again raped the minor, 
following which she told 
her mother about it. The 
accused is a native of West 
Bengal, Additional SP 
(Rural) Suresh Chandra 
Rawat said. The police have 
registered a case under 
various relevant sections 
of BNS and POCSO upon 
receiving the complaint on 
Thursday.

WINDOWS

I don't belive he authorised 
the use of the pellet guns. 

They're far too mild for him

25% names set to be deleted from Delhi electoral rolls
Hans News Service 

New Delhi

NEARLY 20 to 25 per cent 
names may be deleted from 
Delhi's existing electoral 
rolls during the ongoing 
Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR), with election officials 
attributing the estimate to 
Delhi's highly mobile popu-
lation, frequent transfers 
of government employees 
and people shifting homes 
without updating their 

voter registration. A senior 
official in the office of Delhi 
chief electoral officer said 

the figure is only a broad 
estimate and the actual num-
ber would become clear only 

when the draft electoral rolls 
are published on August 17.

"Delhi has a very large 

migratory population. 
Migrating labourers keep 
shifting from one address 
to another -- sometimes in 
Delhi, sometimes outside. 
Government employees are 
posted here, and then move 
out. There are also new 
residential clusters.

"That is why there will 
be a substantial number of 
deletions in Delhi. But the 
exact figure will emerge 
only after the draft rolls are 
published," the official told 

PTI on Thursday. While the 
citywide figure remains an 
estimate, some booth level 
officers (BLOs) deployed 
across Delhi have told PTI 
that the exercise largely 
involved tracing voters who 
no longer live at addresses 
where they are registered.

In many cases, the voters 
have not necessarily left 
Delhi but have moved else-
where in the city without 
transferring their enrol-
ment. Deployed in New 

Delhi assembly constitu-
ency's Ansari Nagar area, 
BLO Manish Meena said his 
polling booth presents this 
very challenge.

The booth covers AIIMS 
residential quarters, servant 
quarters and seven student 
hostels, where the electoral 
rolls change constantly as 
doctors are transferred or 
retire, students complete 
their courses and govern-
ment accommodation is 
allotted to new occupants.

'Delhi has a very large migratory 
population. Migrating labourers keep 
shifting from one address to another -- 
sometimes in Delhi, sometimes outside. 
Government employees are posted here, 
and then move out. There are also new 
residential clusters'

Hans News Service 
New Delhi

IN a strict stand against 
pending water bills, the 
Delhi Jal Board (DJB) has 
started issuing notices to 
commercial property own-
ers where the due amount 
is more than Rs 25 lakh, 
Water Minister Parvesh Sa-
hib Singh said on Thursday.

The Delhi government 
has given time till August 
15 this year for the default-
ers to pay the bill after 

which action will be taken.
"DJB has powers to at-

tach and seal properties of 
water bill defaulters. Till 
now, we have identified 
1025 commercial proper-
ties where water bill is due 
over the years of Rs 25 lakh 
or more. If they do not pay 
up on time then appropri-
ate action will be taken as 
per the rules," Singh added.

Last year, the Delhi 
government introduced 
the late payment surcharge 
(LPSC) waiver scheme for 

domestic consumers, which 
was later extended to the 
commercial category also. 
"Under the LPSC scheme 
the commercial properties 
do have the facility to get 
a waiver from surcharge, 
government is expecting a 
satisfactory revenue from 
collecting these pending 
bills over the years," the 
minister added.

The government aims to 
recover Rs 5,000 crore of 
revenue in pending dues 
of DJB from both domestic 

and commercial categories, 
waiving late payment sur-
charge amounts to the tune 
of Rs 11,000 crore.

"After the LPSC scheme's 
deadline is over, people 
who do not pay their bills, 
we will take action against 
the defaulters," Singh fur-
ther said.

The LPSC waiver scheme 
is active till August 15 this 
year, whether it will be ex-
tended further, is yet to be 
decided, the water minister 
said.

Under the LPSC, a 100 per 
cent waiver on late payment 
charges was granted on 
outstanding principal water 

dues, if settled by January 31, 
2026, after which only a 70 
per cent waiver is given on 
later payment charge.

Water bill over Rs 25L: DJB may attach commercial properties
The government aims to recover  

Rs 5,000 crore of revenue in pending 
dues of DJB from both domestic and 
commercial categories, waiving late 

payment surcharge amounts to the tune 
of Rs 11,000 crore

Top Ministers attend
PM's high-level meet

Purna Singh 
New Delhi

A high-level meeting of 
Union ministers, including 
Amit Shah, Rajnath Singh, 
S Jaishankar and Nirmala 
Sitharaman, was held at 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi's office in Parliament 
on Thursday.

The meeting was also at-

tended by National Security 
Advisor Ajit Doval. Other 
ministers who attended the 
meeting were J P Nadda, 
Piyush Goyal, Hardeep 
Singh Puri and Sarbananda 
Sonowal.

P K Mishra, principal 
secretary to the prime min-
ister, was also present at the 
meeting. Earlier, Parliament 
witnessed another politically 
charged day on Thursday as 
the Rajya Sabha took up the 
Public Examinations (Pre-
vention of Unfair Means) 
Amendment Bill, 2026.

In the Rajya Sabha, 
Minister of State Jitendra 
Singh introduced the Public 
Examinations (Prevention of 
Unfair Means) Amendment 
Bill, 2026 for consideration 
and passage. The Bill, which 
was approved by the Lok 
Sabha a day earlier, proposes 
to tighten the country's 
anti-paper leak framework 
by enhancing punishment 
for offenders, creating a 
Special Task Force (STF) 
to investigate examination-
related offences and setting 
up special fast-track courts 

for the timely disposal of 
such cases. The Upper House 
is also expected to deliber-
ate on the Prevention of 
Insults to National Honour 
(Amendment) Bill, 2026, 
with Home Minister Amit 
Shah scheduled to move the 
motion for its consideration.

National Security 
Advisor Ajit 
Doval, Ministers 
J P Nadda, Piyush 
Goyal, Hardeep 
Singh Puri, 
Sarbananda 
Sonowal and P K 
Mishra, principal 
secretary to the 
PM were present

PIB debunks as fake 
'PM's resignation'

NEW DELHI: A fake 
resignation letter claim-
ing that Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has 
stepped down from his 
post has been circulat-
ing on social media, 
prompting the Centre 
to issue a clarification 
and dismiss the claim 
as false. The Fact Check 
unit of the Press Infor-
mation Bureau (PIB) 
rejected the claim and 
said that no such resig-
nation letter had been 
issued by the PM.

Delhi govt closes cases 
against CJP protesters

Hans News Service 
New Delhi

THE Delhi police will not 
take any legal adverse action 
against individuals who par-
ticipated in the Cockroach 
Janta Party-led protest in the 
national capital, but those 
with criminal background 
will have to face action, ac-
cording to a Delhi govern-
ment order.

In its order, the home de-
partment said that with re-
gard to arrests or detentions, 
if already made, in these 
cases, the process for review-
ing the arrests and releasing 
the arrested persons will be 
undertaken expeditiously.

"Government of NCT 
of Delhi does not propose 
to take any further adverse 
action against the individu-
als involved in the protests, 
and the matter shall be 
treated as closed without any 

future proceedings on this 
account," the home depart-
ment said in its order.

It stated that no adverse 
legal action will be taken by 
any of the police authori-
ties within NCT of Delhi 
against those persons who 
have been involved in these 
protests.

The protection, however, 

shall not extend to persons 
having criminal antecedents, 
as mandated in the recent 
order of Supreme Court, the 
order said.

The Delhi Police has 
registered 13 FIRs in con-
nection with violence during 
'Chalo Sansad' march by the 
Cockroach Janta Party on 
July 20.

THE PROTECTION SHALL NOT EXTEND TO PERSONS 
HAVING CRIMINAL ANTECEDENTS, AS MANDATED IN 

THE RECENT ORDER OF SUPREME COURT

BHUBANESWAR: Amid 
nationwide outrage over the 
NEET leak, a question pa-
per of the Odisha medical 
PG examination was alleg-
edly shared on social media 
during the test, officials said 
on Thursday. Photographs 
of a question paper of the 
All Odisha Medical PG 
Examination was found 
forwarded on a social 
media platform on July 27, 
when the theory exam of a 
subject of the 2023-26 batch 
PG students was underway, 
they said.

The photographs of the 
question paper (second) for 
General Surgery of the MS/
MD course for the 2023-

26 batch were allegedly 
shared on WhatsApp 
groups formed by some 
postgraduate students. 
Some also claimed that 
answers were circulated 
from certain numbers while 
the test was underway, 
they said. The matter came 
to light when a student 
of a private medical 
college in Bhubaneswar 
allegedly possessing 
the photographs of the 
question paper flagged the 
issue and disclosed that 
he had received it from a 
WhatsApp group formed by 
a student of MKCG Medical 
College and Hospital in 
Berhampur, an official said.

Odisha PG exam 
paper shared online

AAP-BJP face off:
E20 fuel row 
brings MCD House 
to a standstill

Purna Singh 
New Delhi

THE Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi (MCD) House 
witnessed high drama on 
Thursday after Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) councillors 
turned the civic body's 
meeting into a protest venue 
over the Centre's E20 fuel 
policy. Carrying posters and 
pamphlets inside the House, 
AAP members demanded 
the rollback of the policy, 
triggering repeated slogan-
eering, heated exchanges 
with BJP councillors and 
multiple disruptions that 
forced Mayor Pravesh Wahi 
to adjourn the proceedings.

The protest began im-
mediately after the House 
assembled, with AAP coun-
cillors alleging that the E20 
petrol policy would impose 
an additional financial 
burden on vehicle owners 
and could adversely affect 
older vehicles. According to 
the party, the Centre should 
withdraw the decision as it 
would negatively impact the 
public. 

AYODHYA: The Ayodhya De-
velopment Authority (ADA) 
has granted Supriya Mishra, 
wife of Luv Kush Mishra, who 
is accused in the Ram temple 
donation case, an additional 
week to provide documents 
for her under-construction 
house in Ayodhya's Saadatganj 
area, police said. 

ADA Secretary Rajesh 
Mishra told PTI that Supriya 
had been given until July 29 to 
submit the required docu-
mentation to prove the legality 
of the house. However, on 
Thursday, she requested an 
extension as she needed more 
time to gather the necessary 
papers. 

On July 2, the ADA issued 
a notice to Supriya regard-
ing the alleged unauthorised 
construction of the house 
in her name. According to 
ADA sources, the house being 

constructed is located in Ban-
virpur village in the Sohawal 
tehsil. 

The land was purchased 
in Supriya's name, but the 
construction began without 
obtaining the mandatory ap-
proval from the development 
authority. The issue of embez-
zlement related to Ram temple 
donations came to light in 
early June. Subsequently, the 
Uttar Pradesh government 
established a Special Investiga-
tion Team (SIT) on June 13 
to investigate the allegations, 
initially giving them 15 days 
to complete the probe. 

Supriya Mishra

RAM TEMPLE DONATION ROW

Wife of accused gets notice 
over illegal constructionTEHRAN: Iran's Islamic 

Revolutionary Guard Corps 
(IRGC) announced that two 
oil tankers attempting to leave 
an 'unsafe route' south of the 
Strait of Hormuz turned back 
after a fire broke out on one of 
the vessels, according to Iran's 
state broadcaster IRIB.

In a statement, the IRGC 
said, 'Last night, two oil tank-
ers, provoked by American 
birds, attempted to leave the 
unsafe route south of the 
Strait of Hormuz. After a 
severe fire broke out in one 
of them, both vessels quickly 
turned back.'

The IRGC asserted control 
over the strategic waterway, 
saying, 'The Strait of Hormuz 
is our land, and the IRGC's 
navy sailors have full control 
over it, and a stranger who 
has come from thousands of 
kilometres away will not be 
allowed to interfere.' 'With 
the help of God Almighty, the 

aggressor will be punished to-
day," it added. The IRGC also 
issued a warning to countries 
supporting the alleged aggres-
sor [US]. "Countries involved 
in aiding the aggressor will 
receive a harsh response if 
they do not correct their 
behaviour,' the statement said. 
On the continued status of the 
Strait of Hormuz, the IRGC 
said it could not be reopened 
while American authorities 
continued 'exaggerations and 
threats' and interference in 
maritime movements in the 
region.

Strait of Hormuz is our 
territory, Iran warns US
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CJP protesters used AI tools to counter police measures: Probe
Hans News Service 

New Delhi

INVESTIGATION into the 
July 20 clashes during the 
‘Chalo Sansad’ protest organ-
ised by the Cockroach Janta 
Party has revealed that some 
protesters may have used 
AI tools to learn methods of 
countering police crowd-con-
trol measures, including use of 
wet jute bags to minimise ef-
fects of tear gas, police sources 
said on Thursday.

According to the source, the 

ongoing investigation has in-
dicated that some participants 
may have searched artificial 
intelligence (AI) platforms for 
information on mitigating the 
impact of tear gas, and prepar-
ing for confrontations with se-
curity personnel.

“The investigation is being 
carried out through multiple 
methods. We have reasons to 
believe that some protesters 
used AI tools or other genera-
tive AI platforms to search for 
ways to immediately reduce 
the effects of tear gas, includ-

ing use of wet jute bags, and to 
prepare themselves with hard 
hats, masks and goggles,” the 
source told PTI.

He said police are in the 
process of collecting evidence, 
which is a time taking process.

Police are also probing the 
alleged distribution of hard 
hats, face masks and protec-
tive goggles among protesters 
before and during the dem-
onstration, with the source 
claiming these items may have 

been intended to help partici-
pants withstand police action  
during the violence.

The source said investiga-
tion is underway and police 
teams were collecting digital 
and other evidence to substan-
tiate the findings.

Police have not disclosed 
names of any AI platforms 
allegedly accessed, nor have 
they said whether any digital 
devices have been forensi-
cally examined to establish  
such searches.

The July 20 protest wit-

nessed clashes between pro-
testers and security personnel 
at multiple locations, including 
Parliament Street, Connaught 
Place and Jantar Mantar in the 
New Delhi district after dem-
onstrators allegedly attempted 
to breach police barricades.

According to the police, 
several incidents of stone-
pelting were reported during 
the violence, forcing security 
personnel to resort to repeat-
ed use of lathi-charge, tear 
gas, and even pellet guns to  
disperse the crowd.

Cops are also probing the alleged distribution of 
hard hats, face masks and protective goggles among 

protesters before and during the demonstration, with the 
source claiming these items may have been intended to 

help participants withstand police action 
during the violence

MP raises moong procurement to 60%, suspends fertiliser etoken system
The government also extended the last date for procurement from August 10 to August 20 and the slot-booking deadline from July 30 to August 10

Hans News Service 
Bhopal

THE Madhya Pradesh gov-
ernment on Wednesday 
agreed to procure 60 per 
cent of the moong crop 
from eligible farmers, ex-
tended the procurement 
deadline and suspended 
the e-token system for fer-
tiliser distribution pending 
a review, prompting agitat-

ing farmers to call off their 
protest in Bhopal. The an-
nouncement came after 
talks between representa-
tives of the state govern-
ment and farmer leaders at 
the state secretariat, hours 
after thousands of protest-
ers marched to within about 
a km of Chief Minister Mo-
han Yadav’s residence after 
staging a demonstration 
outside Union Agricul-

ture Minister Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan’s house. 

In an official statement, 
the government said it had 
decided to increase pro-
curement from each eligi-
ble farmer from the exist-
ing 25 per cent to 60 per 
cent of the moong crop 
in the larger interest of 
farmers. The decision will 
take immediate effect for 
farmers producing around 

three quintals of moong 
per acre in districts such 
as Narmadapuram, Sehore 
and Harda, it said, add-
ing that efforts would be 
made to extend the benefit 
to the maximum number  
of cultivators. 

The government also 
extended the last date for 
procurement from August 
10 to August 20 and the 
slot-booking deadline from 

July 30 to August 10. State 
Agriculture Minister Aidal 
Singh Kansana said a com-
mittee would be constituted 
to examine complaints and 
practical difficulties relating 
to the e-token system for 
fertiliser distribution and 
recommend improvements. 
Till the committee submits 
its recommendations and 
necessary changes are car-
ried out, the e-token-based 

fertiliser distribution sys-
tem will remain suspended 
with immediate effect, he 
said. Some farmer leaders 
initially maintained their 
demand for procurement of 
100 per cent of the moong 
crop at the minimum sup-
port price (MSP) and said 
a final decision would be 
taken after consulting all 
stakeholders and that the 
agitation would continue. 

Hans News Service 
oshiarpur/Ferozepur

NORMAL life was affected 
at most places in Punjab on 
Thursday with markets and 
commercial establishments 
remaining shut following 
a state-level ‘bandh’ call by 
sanitation workers against 
the Barnala lathi-charge inci-
dent. Sanitation workers also 
held protests at several places 
against the state government, 
demanding action against 
police officials involved in 
the lathi-charge incident. 

On July 22, police resorted 
to a lathi-charge on sanita-
tion workers after they al-
legedly hurled stones and 
garbage bags at police in Bar-
nala in an alleged attempt to 
thwart a cleanliness drive un-
dertaken by the local munici-
pal corporation and district 
authorities. Almost all shops 
and business establishments 
remained closed in many 
parts of Punjab. 

However, hospitals, medi-
cal stores, ambulance ser-

vices and other emergency 
services remained function-
al. Main markets in many 
places, including Barnala, 
Hoshiarpur, Sangrur, Tarn 
Taran, and Samana in Patia-
la, remained shut due to the 
‘bandh’ call. 

In Hoshiarpur, workers of 
the Municipal Corporation 
Safai Karamchari Union, 
including a large number of 

women workers, led by the 
union’s president, Karan-
jot Adiya, assembled at the 
Municipal Corporation 
complex before taking out a 
protest march through the 
city’s main bazaars on two-
wheelers.  The protesters car-
ried black flags and brooms, 
wore black armbands and 
raised slogans against the  
Punjab government. 

Pb sanitation workers’ 
bandh call hits normal life

Cop held for girl’s murder, 
thrashed by hospital staff 

Hans News Service 
Gorakhpur 

A police constable arrested 
for the abduction and mur-
der of a 10-year-old girl 
was allegedly assaulted by 
doctors, nurses and hospi-
tal employees when he was 
brought to the district hos-
pital for a medical examina-
tion on Thursday afternoon,  
officials said. 

Police said they took the 
accused, Abhishek Yadav 
(35), who was posted with 
Dial-112 in Gorakhpur, to 
the hospital around 2:30 
pm. Upon seeing him there, 
agitated hospital staff alleg-
edly chased and beat him 
before police personnel in-
tervened and escorted him 
to safety, officials said.

 According to police, the 
girl had gone to the district 
hospital on July 28 to deliver 

food to her elder sister, who 
was admitted there for treat-
ment. Officials said CCTV 
footage later showed Yadav, 
in uniform, approaching the 
child outside the hospital, 
speaking to her and taking 
her away on his motorcycle. 

Police said the consta-
ble allegedly abducted the 
girl on the pretext of drop-
ping her home and took her 
nearly 15 km away to a cre-
mation ground. Police sus-
pect she may have been sex-
ually assaulted before being 
killed. Her body was recov-
ered on Thursday morning 

from a river on the accused’s 
disclosure, officials said. 

Senior Superintendent 
of Police (SSP) Kaustubh 
said investigators examined 
more than 200 CCTV clips. 
He said Yadav, a 2018-batch 

constable, allegedly con-
fessed to his crime during 
questioning. Police said they 
recommended his dismissal 
from service and said action 
under the National Security 
Act (NSA) will also be initi-

ated. They said Yadav had 
earlier been suspended and 
jailed in a molestation case 
involving a woman from 
West Bengal in 2025 be-
fore being reinstated later  
that year. 

Police suspect she may 
have been sexually 
assaulted before being 
killed. Her body was 
recovered on Thursday 
morning from a rive

Hans News Service 
Chandigarh

CONGRESS MP from Ja-
landhar, Charanjit Singh 
Channi, was conspicuous 
by his absence when party 
leader Rahul Gandhi spoke 
in a debate in the Lok Sab-
ha on Wednesday, bring-
ing to the fore the recent 
rift within the party’s state 
unit. Instead, the former 
Punjab chief minister was 
in Faridkot on Wednesday 
to take part in a protest to 
demand the resignation of 
the state’s health and edu-
cation ministers over the 
alleged paper leak in the 
recent pharmacy officers’ 
recruitment examination. 

Notably, after meeting 

Congress general secretary 
K C Venugopal in Delhi on 
July 16, Channi had said 
that “all is well”, asserting 
that he and the leaders in 
his camp would abide by 
whatever decision the party 
high command takes. 

Yet, when Rahul Gandhi, 
the Leader of Opposition in 
the Lok Sabha, participated 
in the debate on The Public 
Examination (Prevention 
of Unfair Means) Amend-
ment Bill-2026 on Wednes-

day, Channi was the only 
one among the seven Pun-
jab Congress MPs who was 
absent. It is learnt that the 
Congress MP from Am-
ritsar, Gurjit Singh Au-
jla, even sent a message 
to the state’s MPs to re-
main present in the House 
from 12 noon onwards  
on Wednesday. 

The development comes 
at a time when the Con-
gress’ Punjab unit recently 
witnessed an internal rift. 
The infighting was trig-
gered after the Congress 
decided to retain Amrinder 
Singh Raja Warring as its 
Punjab unit president, 
while Channi was appoint-
ed the chairperson of its 
campaign committee. 

Channi conspicuous by 
his absence in Parliament 

Hans News Service 
Chandigarh

THE opposition parties have 
been turning up the heat on 
the AAP government in Pun-
jab, alleging multiple exami-
nation paper leaks in the past 
four-and-a-half years follow-
ing the detection of a cheating 
racket in the pharmacy of-
ficers’ recruitment examina-
tion recently. Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Mann, however, 
has stood his ground, claim-
ing that not even a single 
exam paper was leaked in the 
state during the AAP’s tenure. 

The AAP also claimed 
that the Congress, SAD 
and BJP are trying to cre-
ate a fake narrative to mis-
lead people as they do not 

have any issue against the  
Mann government. 

The opposition parties are 
cornering the Mann govern-
ment in poll-bound Punjab 
ever since police on July 19 
unearthed a cheating racket 
in the pharmacy officers’ re-
cruitment exam, pressing for 
the resignation of Education 
Minister Harjot Singh Bains 
and Health Minister Balbir 
Singh. On July 19, Punjab Po-
lice dismantled a sophisticat-

ed, inter-state cheating racket 
operating during the pharma-
cy officers’ examination and 
arrested 10 candidates along 
with an 11-member gang. 
Police detected the use of pen 
cameras and real-time dicta-
tion during the exam. 

The investigation revealed 
that the cheating racket 
charged desperate candidates 
sums ranging between Rs 3.5 
lakh and Rs 13 lakh to guar-
antee passing marks. 

Oppn turns up heat on paper 
leak; AAP govt trashes charge Hans News Service 

Shimla

KINNAUR Kailash Yatra com-
menced on Thursday with 90 
pilgrims beginning their trek 
from Tangling village on the 
first day, officials said. About 
375 people will embark on 
the yatra that will culminate 
on August 10. The pilgrimage 
was originally scheduled to 
commence from July 1 but was 
postponed due to safety haz-
ards and opposition from the 
local deity community. 

Praveen Bhardwaj, the 
Kalpa SDM and chairper-
son of the Kinnaur Kailash 
Yatra Organising Commit-
tee, said the risk of landslides 
and falling stones at some 
places forced the yatra to be  
postponed earlier. 

“A reconnaissance team was 

sent again on July 10, which 
submitted its report on July 16. 
Based on the report, safety and 
repair works are being com-
pleted at sensitive locations, 
after which the decision to 
start the yatra has been taken,” 
he said. 

Online registration for the 
pilgrimage began on July 28, 
while offline registration will 
commence on Thursday. Of 
the total 375 devotees, 175 
slots will be allotted online, 
125 offline, and 75 through 
the Kinnaur Adventure 
Tour Operators Association. 
The yatra will be conducted 
via the Tangling-Maling- 
Khata-Gufa route. 

Kinnaur Kailash, locally 
known as Kinner Kailash, 
is situated at an elevation of 
6,050 metres above sea level in 
Kinnaur Panchayat. 

Kinnaur Kailash Yatra begins 
with a batch of 90 devotees 

Hans News Service 
Dehradun

MAJOR rivers across 
Uttarakhand, including 
the Ganga, swelled 
after incessant rain on 
Wednesday, forcing 
authorities to suspend 
the Char Dham Yatra 
and battle landslides 
that blocked 109 roads. 
According to the State 
Emergency Operation 
Centre, 109 roads are 
currently closed across the 

state, and restoration  
work is underway. 

The Tyuni-Mussoorie-
Maletha National Highway 
has been blocked near 
Nagthat due to a landslide. 
The pedestrian route from 
Janakichatti to Yamunotri 
was also damaged near 
Ram Mandir after the 
river swelled, although 
alternative arrangements 
have been made for 
movement in the area. In 
Haridwar, the Ganga was 
flowing at 292.90 metres, 

just 0.10 metres below the 
warning level and 1.10 
metres below the  
danger mark. 

In Rudraprayag, both 
the Alaknanda and 
Mandakini rivers crossed 
their warning levels. 

The Alaknanda was 
recorded at 626.18 metres 
against the warning mark 
of 626 metres, while the 
Mandakini was flowing 
more than half a metre 
above its warning level of 
625 metres. 

In Pithoragarh district, 
the Kali River touched 
888.90 metres, just 0.10 
metres below its warning 
level of 889 metres. 
Authorities have advised 
people to stay away 
from riverbanks and 
urged residents living in 
low-lying areas to move 
to safer locations as a 
precaution. Meanwhile, 
the Char Dham Yatra 
remained suspended due 
to incessant rain and 
landslides.

Rivers in spate as rain batters U’khand 
Char Dham Yatra remains suspended, 109 roads shut 

Hans News Service 
Jaipur

FORMER Rajasthan chief 
minister Ashok Gehlot on 
Thursday alleged a scam in 
the state government’s plan-
tation drive and demanded 
an inquiry into the matter. 
He also claimed that the 
BJP government has failed 
to carry forward the legacy 
of the previous Congress re-
gime in increasing the state’s  
green cover. 

Citing figures presented 
in the Lok Sabha, Gehlot 
said the India State of For-
est Report (ISFR) 2023 of the 
Ministry of Environment, 

Forest and Climate Change 
showed that Rajasthan’s for-
est and tree cover increased 
from 26,995 sq km to 27,389 
sq km during the previ-
ous Congress government’s 

tenure, registering a rise  
of 394.46 sq km. 

The veteran Congress 
leader also claimed that Ra-
jasthan ranked fourth in the 
country in terms of increase 

in forest and tree cover dur-
ing the period. The achieve-
ment was significant for a 
state where nearly two-thirds 
of the geographical area is 
covered by the Thar desert, 
Gehlot said. 

He also claimed that Ra-
jasthan accounted for more 
than 27 per cent of the coun-
try’s total increase of 1,446 
sq km in green cover during 
the period. Madhya Pradesh, 
which is ruled by the BJP, re-
corded the country’s largest 
decline in green cover, while 
Gujarat, Haryana and Punjab 
together could not match Ra-
jasthan’s increase, the former 
chief minister claimed. 

Gehlot alleges scam in plantation drive in Raj 
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Pellet guns can’t be banned as long as advisory permits use: SC
Hans News Service 

New Delhi

THE Supreme Court on 
Thursday said that pellet guns 
cannot be banned as long as 
the existing advisory permits 
their use for crowd control in 
exceptional circumstances by 
security agencies, while mak-
ing it clear that allegations of 
specific misuse can be exam-
ined on a case-by-case basis.

The top court took note of 
a plea on the use of metallic 
pellet guns during the recent 
students’ protests against the 
NEET paper leak in Delhi 
and asked the Centre to pre-
serve the ammunition log of 
the Rapid Action Force (RAF) 
deployed at the Jantar Mantar.

Observing that police, as 

per the Bureau of Police Re-
search and Development 
(BPRD) advisory, are empow-
ered to use pellet guns in ex-
ceptional situations, a bench 
comprising Chief Justice 
Surya Kant and justices Joy-
malya Bagchi and V Mohana 
termed “vague” the prayer in 
the plea seeking a complete 
ban on such usage.

“Prayers are not to use pel-
let guns. In exceptional cases, 
police regulations permit the 
use of pellet guns. If you are 
interested in phasing out pel-
let guns, you will have to chal-
lenge that very provision as 
ultra vires to Article 21 (right 
to life),” Justice Bagchi said.

The bench took note of the 
submissions of senior advo-
cate Vrinda Grover, appear-

ing for the petitioners, and 
asked the Delhi government 
to provide the best treatment 
to Prashant Kumar, Sheikh 
Irshad Mansoori and oth-
ers who suffered pellet gun 
injuries during the July 20  
protest here.

Former Central Informa-
tion Commissioner and re-
tired IPS officer Yashovard-
han Azad and the two victims 
had moved the court seeking 
a complete ban on the use of 
metallic pellet guns to deal 
with law and order situations. 

The bench issued a notice to 
the Centre and the Inspec-
tor General of Police, RAF, 
on the plea by Azad and  
the two victims.

At the outset, Justice Bagchi 
said that the prayer for a ban 
on the use of pellet guns for 
civilian crowd dispersal was 
“vague” without challenging 
the police regulations, which 
permit the use of such weap-
ons. Grover said it was not 
easy to find such regulations in 
the public domain, and urged 
the bench to direct the Centre 

to place them on record. Singh 
and Mansoori reportedly suf-
fered pellet injuries during the 
‘Sansad Chalo’ march called 
by the Cockroach Janata Party 
(CJP) on July 20.

Grover said as regards the 
petitioners, metallic pellets 
were used, and they were re-
covered from their bodies. 
“I am not saying pellet guns 
should not be in the armoury 
of the RAF or not. Here it is 
different. They have used me-
tallic pellets,” she said.

The bench said it was not 
averse to examining the use of 
pellets in a particular incident 
and the petitioners must show 
if it was permissible under a 
“graded approach”. The senior 
lawyer said she was confining 
her reliefs to metallic pellets.

‘Prayers are not to use pellet guns. In exceptional cases, 
police regulations permit the use of pellet guns. If you 

are interested in phasing out pellet guns, you will have to 
challenge that very provision as ultra vires to  

Article 21 (right to life)’

Hans News Service 
New Delhi

A Delhi court has upheld 
an order directing the fram-
ing of charges against a man 
accused of uploading child 
sexual abuse material on 
Facebook, saying that the 
non-recovery of the mobile 
phone allegedly used in the 
offence cannot be a ground 
to stifle a prosecution when 
digital evidence links the ac-
cused to the account.

Additional Sessions Judge 
Hargurvarinder Singh Jaggi 
was hearing a revision peti-
tion filed by Aditya Biswas, 
who challenged a trial court 
order directing framing of 
charges under Section 67B 
of the Information Technol-
ogy Act against him.

The section deals with 
publishing or transmitting 
sexually explicit material in-
volving children. In the or-
der dated July 27, the court 
said, “The physical recovery 

of a mobile phone is not an 
absolute sine qua non for 
framing a charge when the 
digital trail, particularly IP 
logs and subscriber data, 
securely links the trans-
mission to the accused’s 

control over the social  
media account.”

The case stems from an 
FIR registered by the South 
Delhi cyber police station in 
December 2022 following 
a complaint received from 

the National Crime Records 
Bureau based on a Cyber-
Tipline report generated 
by the US-based National 
Centre for Missing and Ex-
ploited Children (NCMEC).

According to the pros-
ecution, a Facebook account 
named ‘Neem Biswas’ up-
loaded a 17-second video 
depicting a child engaged 
in a sexually explicit act. 
Investigators traced the ac-
count through an IP address 
and mobile number and al-

leged that Biswas had cre-
ated and operated it using a  
friend’s phone.

The accused challenged 
the charge-framing order, 
arguing that no Facebook 
or NCMEC official had 
been examined, making the 
CyberTipline report inad-
missible hearsay. He also 
contended that no mobile 
phone was recovered from 
him and that the prosecu-
tion’s case relied heavily on 
his disclosure statement.

Child pornography case

Delhi court says missing mobile can’t shield accused from trial
The case stems from an FIR registered by the South 

Delhi cyber police station in December 2022 following 
a complaint received from the National Crime Records 

Bureau based on a CyberTipline report generated by the 
US-based National Centre for Missing  

and Exploited Children 

BJP demands Pb Edn 
Minister’s resignation

Hans News Service 
New Delhi

THE Delhi BJP on Thursday 
staged a protest at the AAP 
office near Mandi House here, 
demanding the resignation of 
the Punjab education minister 
over alleged exam paper leaks 
in the state.

The protesters, led by Delhi 
BJP president Harsh Mal-
hotra, gathered near AAP 
headquarters at Ferozshah 
Road and demanded the res-
ignation of Education min-
ister Harjot Singh Bains and 
other ministers, alleging six 
exam paper leaks under the 
four-and-a-half-year-old gov-
ernment in the state.

AAP supremo Arvind Ke-
jriwal recently claimed that no 
paper leaks happened in Pun-
jab in the past years under the 
party government. He, how-
ever, said that some students 
in an exam at two centres tried 
to use digital pens for cheating 
but were immediately caught 
and the paper was not leaked.

The BJP protesters, in-

cluding several party MPs, 
MLAs and state office bear-
ers, alleged that papers of 
six exams were leaked, im-
pacting the future of 30 lakh  
students in the state.

The AAP had supported 

the recent Cockroach Janta 
Party (CJP) protest held at 
Jantar Mantar here, which 
led to the resignation of 
Union Education Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan over  
NEET paper leak.

IYC protests police action, 
seeks Shah’s resignation

Hans News Service 
New Delhi

THE Indian Youth Congress 
(IYC) on Thursday staged 
a protest in the national 
capital against the alleged 
use of force on students 
during the July 20 ‘Sansad 
Chalo’ march to Parliament, 
demanding the resignation 
of Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah.

Carrying the tricolour 
and placards reading 
“Amit Shah Must Resign,” 
several IYC workers 
marched from Kerala 
House to Jantar Mantar, 
raising slogans against the 
BJP-led government and 
alleging police excesses 
against students who had 
participated in the march.

Addressing the gathering, 
IYC national president Uday 
Bhanu Chib questioned 
who had ordered the police 

action and demanded 
accountability.

“The country’s Home 
Minister lacks the courage 
to come and sit in the Lok 
Sabha. Amit Shah must 
answer - who gave the order 
to attack the students?” 
Chib claimed. He said the 
issue was not merely about 
students but about fixing 
responsibility.

“If pellet guns and 
lethal force were used 
against students on the 
Home Minister’s orders, 

responsibility must be fixed. 
If it happened without 
his knowledge, it raises 

serious questions about 
the country’s internal 
security apparatus. In either 

scenario, accountability 
must be established,”  
he said.

Chib demanded that 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi dismiss Shah, 
order an independent 
high-level inquiry under 
the supervision of the 
Supreme Court and ensure 
accountability for the 
alleged police action.

The protest comes days 
after the July 20 ‘Sansad 
Chalo’ march held by the 
Cockroach Janta Party 
(CJP), during which 
students attempting to 
march towards Parliament 
said that police used lathis, 
tear gas and pellet guns to 
disperse them near Jantar 
Mantar, leaving several 
protesters injured.

The Delhi Police has 
maintained that only 
minimum force was used to 
control the situation.

The country’s Home 
Minister lacks the 

courage to come and sit 
in the Lok Sabha. Amit 

Shah must answer - who 
gave the order to attack 

the students?  Union 
Home Minister Amit 

Shah

Army personnel robbery case: 
Hotel tout held after 8 months

Hans News Service 
New Delhi

AN alleged hotel tout, ac-
cused of luring an Indian 
Army personnel into a rob-
bery trap near the New Delhi 
Railway Station, has been 
arrested after evading po-
lice for nearly eight months, 
with all four accused in the 
case now in custody, police  
said on Thursday.

The case pertains to an in-
cident reported on December 
3, 2025, in which the serving 
Army personnel from Sikkim 
alleged that he was robbed 
after being lured to a budget 
hotel in Paharganj while wait-
ing to board a train to Punjab.

According to the police, the 
victim was approached by a 
tout who offered him a room 
at a hotel for Rs 600. After 
checking in, the tout allegedly 
kept offering the services of a 
woman, which the soldier re-
peatedly declined.

“Despite his refusal, a 

woman entered the room and 
allegedly alerted her associ-
ates. Three men then barged 
into the room, wrongfully 
confined and assaulted the 
Army personnel, and forced 
him to transfer Rs 7,500 
through UPI after linking his 
SBI bank accounts,” a senior 
police officer said.

The accused also searched 
his belongings for cash before 
fleeing. The victim alleged 
that he was threatened by 
the hotel manager when he 
informed him about the inci-

dent while checking out.
Police registered an FIR 

at Paharganj police station 
and arrested hotel manager 
Sohel Akhtar, waiter Chote 
Lal and sweeper Sanjay on  
December 4, 2025.

“During interrogation, the 
trio allegedly disclosed that 
travellers arriving at the rail-
way station were lured to the 
hotel on the promise of cheap 
accommodation and later 
extorted on the pretext of 
payment for sexual services,”  
the officer said.

Hans News Service 
New Delhi

A life convict, who had 
been on the run for more 
than 15 years after jumping 
parole in a murder-cum-
ransom case involving the 
kidnapping and killing of 
a 10-year-old boy, was ar-
rested here, an officer said 
on Thursday.

The accused, Narender 
Chauhan (48), was con-
victed in a 2002 case reg-
istered at Shalimar Bagh 
police station under charges 
including murder, kid-
napping for ransom and  
criminal conspiracy.

He was sentenced to life 
imprisonment, police said. 
Police said the Delhi High 
Court granted Chauhan 
one month’s parole in April 
2011, but he did not surren-
der to jail authorities after 
the parole period ended and 
remained absconding.

Acting on specific intelli-
gence, a Delhi Police Crime 

Branch team tracked him 
to a rented accommoda-
tion in Chhaprola village in 
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh, 
and arrested him on  
Wednesday, they said.

According to po-
lice, Chauhan frequently 
changed his residence, liv-
ing at various locations in 
Ghaziabad and Greater 
Noida to evade arrest. He 
allegedly earned his liveli-
hood by providing tuition 
to children while on the 
run. Police said the case 
relates to the kidnapping 
of a boy, and the child was 
allegedly murdered after 
his family failed to pay a 
ransom of Rs 20 lakh. All 
the accused were later con-
victed in the case.

Life convict who jumped 
parole held after 15 yrs

Police rejects claims of Jantar 
Mantar being closed for protests

Hans News Service 
New Delhi

DELHI Police on Thursday dismissed social 
media claims alleging that the Jantar Mantar has 
been locked or closed for protests as “false and 
misleading”, saying the site continues to remain 
available for authorised and peaceful demonstra-
tions. In a clarification, the police said rumours 
circulating on various social media platforms 
claiming that protests were no longer allowed 
at Jantar Mantar were completely baseless and  
not supported by facts.

Jantar Mantar remains an active and author-
ised venue for peaceful protests in accordance 

with the directions of the Supreme Court and 
the Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) is-
sued by Delhi Police in compliance with the  
court’s order, they said.

Under the existing SOP, permission can be 
granted for a gathering of up to 1,000 people at 
the protest site, subject to approval by the com-
petent authority, they said.

The clarification comes amid social media 
posts claiming that the iconic protest venue had 
been shut for demonstrations. The police also 
urged citizens not to believe or circulate un-
verified information and advised them to rely 
only on official communications for authentic  
and accurate updates.
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INDIAN startup ecosystem is 
maturing at a rapid pace. This 

is reflected as increasing number 
of startups are tapping the public 
market for raising funds through 
IPOs (Initial Public Offering). Last 
year was an exceptionally good 
year in the startup listing space. A 
total 18 startups raised a total of Rs 
41,248 crore in 2025 from public 
markets. 

Notable listings last year in-
cluded Groww, PhysicsWallah, 
Meesho, Lenskart, Ather Energy, 
Urban Company, and Pine Labs 
among others. After such success-
ful listings last year, it can be safely 
assumed that Indian investors’ re-
luctance to invest in startups has 
been subsided to a great extent. 
After a strong listing momentum 
by Indian startups last year, 2026 
so far has seen tepid listing. 

So far, seven new-age tech com-
panies have already made their 
market debut. But, barring a few, 
most of these listings remained 
lacklustre. Only SEDEMAC 
and Kissht have been listed with 
market gains. While listing mo-
mentum remained tepid but the 
pipeline remains strong. Nota-
bly, 28 startups have already filed 
their draft red herring prospectus 
(DRHPs) with the market regula-
tor, SEBI. Out of these 28, more 
than 24 are in various stages of fi-
nalising their IPO plans. 

Established startups in the uni-
corn league such as Zepto, OYO, 
InMobi, PhonePe and Zetwerk 
have already filed their prospectus 
with SEBI. If they go ahead with 
their listing plans and market re-
sponse remains sound, this has the 
potential of becoming one of the 

biggest years of fund raising for 
Indian startup ecosystem. It has to 
be seen how many of these start-
ups hit the market given the vola-
tile environment. 

Whether they go for an IPO this 
year or not; one thing is becom-
ing clear that Indian startups are 
increasingly feeling confident to 
opt for public listing as they reach 
profitability threshold or are in 
the vicinity of it. Moreover, many 
of these startups are now in op-
erations for more than a decade 
and have successfully scaled their 
operations with proven revenue 
model. Therefore, investors see 
them as companies that will grow 
rapidly in coming years after their 
public listing. 

Secondly, the nervousness 
among investors, especially retail 
investors, is slowly going away 

as they have already seen several 
listed startups growing rapidly in 
recent years. This gives the con-
fidence that startup promoters 
are not dumping their companies 
on public through listing. Rather, 
they see public funding as a way of 
accelerating growth. Another no-
table feature of these startup list-
ing is that most of these new age 
companies can be categorised as 
tech startups. 

This is a resounding change in 
the listing landscape. One decade 
back, majority of companies com-
ing for public listing were operat-
ing in traditional domains. Now, 
a significant chunk of new listing 
is happening in the tech startup 
space. Definitely, this is good 
news for the India Inc. Because 
as global economy becomes more 
technology-enabled with AI rul-

ing the roost, it is important that 
Indian market should have public 
listing of companies that are tech 
startups. 

This way, foreign institutional 
investors (FIIs) will be keen to in-
vest in Indian market because any 
company that leverages technol-
ogy, has the potential of scaling up 
very fast and in many cases, has 
the ability to reach a global audi-
ence. In this respect, increasing 
number of startups coming up for 
listing is a sign of Indian economy 
that is leveraging technology pret-
ty fast. 

While startup listing is definite-
ly a good news, startup founders 
and investment bankers have to 
take care of the fact that their price 
band is reasonable and they are 
able to deliver of their promises in 
a time-bound manner.

More tech-enabled startups tap equity market as concerns ease

Read more at 
https://epaper.thehansindia.com

HIV cases rise in capital; Health Department 
steps up awareness campaigns 
BENGALURU: A rise in HIV infections in Bengaluru, 
particularly among young adults, has prompted the Health 
Department to strengthen awareness campaigns in col-
leges, universities and workplaces. Health officials say 
changing social behaviour and increased use of online dat-
ing platforms have contributed to the growing number of 
infections in certain high-risk groups.

According to official data, 4,795 people tested HIV-
positive in the last five months across the state. Health 
authorities said a significant proportion of the newly de-
tected infections were reported among men who have sex 
with men (MSM), a recognised high-risk group for HIV 
transmission. 

Officials also noted that a sizeable number of new cases 
involve unmarried individuals, accounting for nearly 20-
25 per cent of infections. The Health Department has ex-
pressed concern over the increasing number of infections 
among students residing in college hostels and paying 
guest (PG) accommodations in Bengaluru. As a preven-
tive measure, awareness programmes are being planned 
in educational institutions to educate young people about 
safe sexual practices, HIV prevention and the importance 
of early testing. Responding to the trend, Karnataka State 
AIDS Prevention Society Project Director Padma Basavan-
thappa said awareness remains the most effective tool in 
preventing the spread of HIV. 

She said outreach programmes are being intensified 
among college students, IT employees, migrant workers, 
drivers and truckers, who are considered vulnerable groups 
because of mobility and behavioural risk factors. She also 
pointed out that men who have sex with men and commer-
cial sex workers continue to be among the identified high-
risk categories, making focused intervention programmes 
essential.

BENGALURU ONLINE

Using students as part of toolkit

THIS is further to Dr Hyma Moorthy’s article “Protest 
Is A Right ,Violence Is Not “. It is a timely reflection 

of the recent  student protests at Jantar Mantar .The right 
to protest peacefully to get your voices heard is a demo-
cratic right but what Jantar Mantar witnessed ,as protests 
was unconstitutional . It was sheer hooliganism and car-
ried out by mobs .As rightly pointed out by Dr Moorthy 
,the protesters who used filthy and abusive language and 
involved in mob violence never looked like they were stu-
dents .The protests came at a time when the NEET re exam 
was conducted successfully and results were announced 
just a few days earlier. So ,the students who cleared the 
re exam were never a part of the protests . One can say 
,without a doubt that the mobocracy that we witnessed at 
Jantar Mantar was not student protests but a  politically- 
motivated agenda by some anti nationalists and anti social 
elements, who used students as tools and pawns to try and 
create an atmosphere of tension and unstability .

Parimala G Tadas, Hyderabad

Govt holiday to watch ‘Jana Nayagan’?

THE recent release of Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C 
Joseph Vijay’s final film, Jana Nayagan saw numer-

ous TVK ministers and MLAs leave the Secretariat and 
head to theaters for the first-day screenings, leaving gov-
ernment offices largely deserted and sparking intense po-
litical backlash. Is it proper for responsible ministers and 
elected representatives spending hours in cinema halls 
during a working day, abandoning core administrative 
tasks at the secretariat?  Elected officials should prioritize 
public service and State issues over celebrating a political 
leader’s cinematic swan song. For TVK ministers, work at 
the office is infinitely more important since real govern-
ance requires administrative files, not cinematic applause. 
Treating public office like a box-office collection will only 
reduce the state to a tragic script.

Ranganathan Sivakumar, Chennai

A case of ‘economic bunker-buster’

THE proposed US legislation threatening upto 100% 
tariffs on India and China is officially framed by 

Washington as a measure to cut revenue to Russia from 
oil sales to India and China for funding war on Ukraine.  
But then it is also a likely strategy to defend the Petro-
Dollar dominance in oil trade.  However, this measure 
could also be viewed as a powerful tool of economic lev-
erage that intersects with broader monetary and global 
dominance concerns. The proposed rules include exemp-
tions or lighter scrutiny for certain European nations still 
buying pipeline gas or alternative Russian energy, fuelling 
accusations of double standards.  But a good number of 
leading US senators call out Asian importers as the main 
targets, implying India and China, which are the fastest 
growing economies in the world today threatening the 
Petro-Dollar dominance in world trade. The proposal of 
100% tariff against India in particular is an aggressive 
“economic bunker-buster”, for this developing country 
(India) to alter vital energy procurement strategies under 
threat of losing access to Western consumer markets.  As 
such, safeguarding dominance of US Dollar in commod-
ity trading remains a foundational pillar of American fi-
nancial hegemony.  

Govardhana Myneedu, Vijayawada
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New generational job opportunities for Gen Z 

Dr Karnati Kiran Kumar 

I
NDIA is heading towards 
“Viksit Bharat@2047,” but 
achieving this ambitious 

goal in a short timeframe de-
pends on persistent reforms, 
the correction of macro-
economic imbalances, and the 
management of geopolitical 
challenges. The implementation 
of digital reforms in 2015 re-
sulted in significant changes to 
the Indian economy, as India’s 
work culture underwent struc-
tural restructuring, producing 
new types of jobs across many 
sectors. 

Moreover, youth thought 
process is changing in line with 
structural transformation from 
waiting for government noti-
fications to technical driven 
startups establishment, from 
playing video games to shar-
ing knowledge, skills and tal-
ent through reels and shorts, 
promoting a product local to 
national and international rec-
ognized and there are many 
other. Especially, Gen Z now 
finding opportunities in emerg-
ing fields, partly driven by the 
digital revolution and contrib-
uting significantly to the na-
tion’s economy. 

Digital Revolution 
India’s current growth story 

began with the 2015 Digital 
India scheme, which paved the 
way for new-generation earn-
ings and a significant contri-
bution to the economy. Until 

2014, the telecom sector was 
in turmoil, and the price of 1 
GB of data was between Rs. 
250 and 300, with an unreli-
able network. Accessibility: the 
breakthrough India achieved 
in upgrading internet speeds 
from 2G/3G to 4G and 5 G. 
Since 2016, 4G network service 
has reached every corner of the 
country. Since 2022, 5G net-
works covered 99.6 per cent of 
the districts by establishing 4.74 
lakh towers. 
Affordability: Along with the 
high-speed network, the Gov-
ernment of India has made 
network services available at 
an affordable price for all sec-
tions of society. According to 
information from bestbroad-
bandsdeals.co.uk, in 2023, 
India was among the top 10 
countries out of 237 offering 
the cheapest 1 GB of mobile 
data at $0.16 (Rs. 13.32). As we 
compare the average price of 1 
GB data with the world’s top 10 
largest economies (Based on 
nominal GDP). 

Among these, except Italy 
(0.09$), all other countries 
have an average price of 1 GB 
more than India, for exam-
ple, in France (0.20$), in Rus-
sia (0.25$), in China (0.38 $), 
in Brazil (0.40$), in the UK 
(0.62$), Germany (2.14$), Ja-
pan (3.48$), and the USA (6 
$). The average price of 1 GB 
further declined in India as of 
2026 July. 

Simply, anyone who has a 
smartphone can observe that 
while recharging their mobile 
phone with Paytm/G Pay and 
other recharge apps, various 
recharge data plans will appear. 
As per that information, at the 
(Dollar to rupee exchange 
rate, such as 1$ = 95.68), Air-
tel is providing 1 GB per day 
at 0.06$ (Rs. 6.31), BSNL at 
0.03$ (Rs. 3.8) and Jio at 0.06$ 

(Rs. 6.28). Further, Broadband 
Fibernet services are available 
at the lowest price (between Rs. 
1 and 3) for 1 GB. 
Utilisation: The people of the 
country are efficiently utiliz-
ing the low-price network fa-
cility for their daily activities. 
According to the PIB 2025 
data, internet connections in 
the country rose from 25.15 
crore in March 2014 to 96.96 
crore in June 2024. At the same 
time, indispensable high-speed 
network connections are be-
ing penetrated in the 2.18 
lakh gram panchayat through 
Bharat Net.

According to the NSS 80th 
round (CMS 2025) data, 
smartphone usage in the coun-
try has increased significantly. 
In the 15-29 age group across 
India, 93.8 per cent of persons 
own a smartphone. In rural 
areas, 93.0 per cent, and in 
urban areas, 95.3 per cent of 
people own smartphones. The 
digital economy’s contribution 
to the national GDP has risen 
from 5.8% in 2014 to 8.58% in 
2019 and 11.74% in 2022-23, 
with projections to reach 20% 
by 2030. 

Spillover effects
The digital revolution in India 

paved the way for lakhs of jobs 
and business opportunities for 
the country’s youth. Especially 
during the lockdown, people 

continued their services online 
without losing income due to 
uninterrupted internet access. 
It has opened the door to new 
kinds of jobs in the private sec-
tor for the younger generation 
living in rural and urban areas, 
such as gig economy work, free-
lance jobs, and intraday trading, 
making the shorts, reels, and 
travelers within and outside the 
country. The digital revolution 
amplified gig-platform-based 
work, including delivery ser-
vices, logistics, ridesharing, and 
professional work. 

As of 2025 August, 3.37 lakh 
platform gig workers are regis-
tered in the e-Shram portal, and 
NITI Aayog projected that the 
sector will provide employment 
opportunities from 1 crore to 
2.35 crore between 2024-25 and 
2029–30. Furthermore, youth 
are actively involved directly in 
stock market investment and 
intraday trading as a profession. 
As of January 2026, data from 
the National Stock Exchange 
(NSE) show there were 12.7 
crore unique registered inves-
tors. The SEBI investor survey 
2025 indicates that 9.5% of In-
dian families invest in the stock 
market. 

Social media platforms like 
YouTube, Facebook, and In-
stagram have enabled youth 
and women from various 
fields to showcase talents and 
gain steady incomes, notably 

through reels and shorts.  Cre-
ating digital content is now a 
widespread profession. Many 
have turned travel into work, 
earning money by sharing their 
videos of various places on so-
cial media platforms. Social 
media further globalizes local 
products (handicrafts, hand-
looms, ayurvedic medicine, 
fisheries, and organic goods) 
and supports exports. 

Moreover, Sunil Patil  (Dolly 
Tea Stall) from Nagpur gained 
major attention including a visit 
from Bill Gates and other celeb-
rities to his tea shop. Now Dolly 
Tea stalls have become a brand, 
on that name many tea shops 
are opening across the coun-
try. Overall, these shifts in em-
ployment trends and economic 
sectors reflect how India is lev-
eraging new opportunities to 
achieve the Viksit Bharat@2047 
vision. 

Reduction of unemployment 
The data on unemployment 

provided by the World Bank’s 
development indicators, esti-
mated using the ILO model, 
show that over the past few 
years, India has reduced its 
unemployment at a reasonable 
rate. The unemployment trends 
from 2014 to 2025 among the 
countries are as follows: the 
reduction in unemployment 
is paramount in India, from 
7.65% to 4.22%, and was lower 
than in China, the United King-
dom (UK), and Brazil. 

Financial inclusion and 
seamless transactions 

The uninterrupted inter-
net connectivity and network 
speed led to the financial inclu-
sion of all sections of society. 
People with smartphones are 
conducting UPI-based financial 
transactions regardless of their 
education level. Digital literacy 

enhanced seamless transac-
tions and saved people valuable 
time. Until 2015, every bank was 
crowded and had long queues; 
people used to wait hours for a 
small deposit or a withdrawal. 

However, now people can 
send and receive a maximum of 
1 lakh per day without any strain 
or bank officials’ involvement 
via UPI platforms such as Pho-
nePe, GPay, Paytm, and BHIM, 
and others via banks’ offered 
apps such as ICICI iMobile Pay, 
Canara a1i, SBI YONO, HDFC 
Bank app, Axis Mobile, etc. In 
2025, approximately 65 million 
merchants and 460 million peo-
ple used UPI for transactions. 

According to the Minister of 
Finance, over the ten years of 
the UPI digital revolution, the 
annual transaction volume in-
creased from just 2 crores in FY 
2016–17 to over 24,162 crores 
in FY 2025–26. Between FY 
2016–17 and FY 2025–26, the 
transaction value increased sig-
nificantly from �0.07 lakh crore 
to around �314 lakh crore. 

There are some negative re-
percussions of digitalization 
that need to be addressed and 
raise awareness, in addition to 
the beneficial spillover benefits. 
People are now using digital 
payments for all transactions, 
which is causing problems like 
financial loss and psychologi-
cal stress due to cybercrime and 
digital arrests by fraudulences. 

Some social media influ-
encers promote contentious 
information, fake news, etc. to 
boost views on their channels 
and earn money. Additionally, 
young people who lack financial 
literacy are engaging in online 
trading, which is causing them 
to lose money and mental equi-
librium. 

(The writer is Assistant 
Professor, School of Economics, 

University of Hyderabad)

DIGITAL REVOLUTION

Rachamalla Siddeshwar

THE twelve years of BJP rule 
at the Centre have pushed 

India’s education system into 
deep crisis. Students patiently 
waited for years in the hope that 
the government would intro-
duce meaningful reforms, but 
the NEET examination paper 
leak proved to be a devastat-
ing blow to those expectations. 
Instead of acting firmly against 
those responsible for the leak, 
the Union Government alleged-
ly attempted to suppress student 
protests through police action, 
including baton charges and the 
use of tear gas

When we speak of a nation’s 
future and development, the first 
thing that should come to mind 
is its youth. The greatest asset of 
any country is its young popula-
tion. Providing quality educa-
tion, equal opportunities, and 
secure employment to young 
people is the foremost responsi-
bility of any government. How-
ever, the growing controversies 

surrounding India’s education 
system, repeated examination 
paper leaks, delays in recruit-
ment, and rising unemployment 
have severely shaken the con-
fidence and aspirations of the 
country’s youth.

As the protests intensified 
across the country, the Narendra 
Modi government eventually 
bowed to mounting public pres-
sure, leading to the resignation 
of Union Education Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan. With 
the Centre accepting the key 
demands of protesting students, 
the Congress describes the out-
come as a moral victory for In-
dia’s youth. It also credits Leader 
of the Opposition Rahul Gandhi 
for playing a significant role in 
supporting the student move-
ment.

Under the authoritarian rule 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, India’s education sector 
has been pushed into an unprec-
edented crisis. The BJP govern-
ment’s policies have encouraged 
excessive corporate influence in 
education, transforming learn-
ing into a commercial enter-
prise. The increasing corpora-
tization of education, coupled 
with repeated leaks of entrance 
and recruitment examination 
papers, has seriously eroded 
students’ faith in the system. As 
education becomes increasingly 
expensive, quality learning is no 

longer seen as a fundamental 
right but as a commodity that 
only those with financial re-
sources can afford.

The 2026 NEET controversy 
has become the defining symbol 
of this crisis. Following the al-
leged paper leak, more than two 
million students were thrown 
into uncertainty. The decision 
to reconduct the examination 
imposed enormous emotional, 
financial, and psychological bur-
dens on thousands of families. 
Students, the Congress, and sev-
eral opposition parties demand-
ed that the Union Government 
accept moral responsibility and 
sought the resignation of Edu-
cation Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan. Instead of addressing 
these concerns constructively, 
the government, prioritized sup-
pressing the protests.

The NEET paper leak trig-
gered widespread anxiety among 
students, with reports suggest-
ing that some candidates took 
the extreme step of ending their 
lives. As nationwide protests 
gathered momentum, Delhi’s 
Jantar Mantar emerged as the 
focal point of the student move-
ment. Protesters demanded 
transparency in examinations, 
stringent action against paper 
leak networks, and fairness in 
recruitment processes. 

Rather than engaging in 
dialogue, the Centre allegedly 

responded with police action, 
including baton charges and tear 
gas, provoking further public 
anger. Ultimately, however, the 
resilience and determination 
of the students compelled the 
government to respond to their 
demands.

Rahul Gandhi, as Leader of 
the Opposition, actively sup-
ported the student movement. 
Even before the NEET contro-
versy reached its peak, he had 
launched the nationwide “Chha-
tron Ki Goonj” campaign in June 
to amplify the voices of students 
and expose what he described as 
the failures of the Union Gov-
ernment. His effort sought to 
transform student grievances 
into a national conversation and 
push for structural reforms rath-
er than political gains.

Educational standards have 
steadily deteriorated during the 
BJP’s twelve years in power. It 
claims that more than 150 major 
examination papers have been 
leaked across the country during 
this period, affecting nearly 75 
million students. Central Gov-
ernment of reducing allocations 
for school education and higher 
education while allowing cor-
porate interests to dominate the 
education sector. 

More than 100,000 govern-
ment schools have shut down 
while over 43,000 private 
schools have been established. 

The ideological considerations 
have influenced curriculum 
revisions and appointments in 
educational institutions.  Rahul 
Gandhi’s campaign for educa-
tional reforms has awakened 
young people across the coun-
try, causing discomfort within 
the government.  Rahul Gandhi 
and several Congress Members 
of Parliament were detained 
while attempting to question the 
Prime Minister over these issues.

Employment remains anoth-
er area where, the Union Gov-
ernment has failed India’s youth. 
The BJP’s 2014 election promise 
of creating two crore jobs an-
nually has, it argues, remained 
unfulfilled. Millions of educated 
young people continue to strug-
gle with unemployment, while 
many others are forced to accept 
jobs unrelated to their qualifica-
tions because of the widening 
gap between education, skills, 
and employment opportunities.

Young people are central to 
India’s nation-building process. 
Their confidence can only be 
restored through transparent 
examination systems, quality 
public education, timely recruit-
ment, and equal opportunities 
for all. To ensure that students’ 
dreams are not destroyed by 
paper leaks, unemployment, 
and corruption, comprehensive 
reforms in the education system 
have become imperative. The 

Congress maintains that it will 
continue its struggle until fair-
ness in examinations, credibility 
in recruitment, and accessible 
quality education become a real-
ity for every student.

The Congress also believes 
that young people should not 
merely participate in politics but 
should have the opportunity to 
shape it. In this context, Telan-
gana Chief Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy has proposed that the 
minimum age for contesting 
elections to legislative bodies 
be reduced to 21 years and an-
nounced his intention to move 
a resolution in the Telangana 
Legislative Assembly to that ef-
fect. The proposal has generated 
considerable enthusiasm among 
young people.

Safeguarding the aspirations 
of India’s youth is not the re-
sponsibility of any one political 
party alone; it is a national ob-
ligation essential to securing the 
country’s future.  Congress  will 
continue to champion the cause 
of students and young people. 
The resignation of Union Edu-
cation Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan as a political victory 
for the Congress, but rather as 
a victory earned by the students 
themselves.

(The writer is Chairman, 
Rajiv Gandhi Panchayati Raj 

Sangathan, Telangana)

Congress stands by the aspirations of India’s youth

RAISE YOUR VOICE 
Do you have any civic issues? Are any roads in your 

locality damaged? Do you have any complaints 

against govt departments? Are any private companies 

taking you for a ride regarding sales and service? The 

Hans India  will publish your complaints, concerns 

and grievances in these columns on every Wednesday. 

Mail the details along with relevant photographs if 

any, to hanspeoplesvoice@gmail.com -Editor
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THE state government on 
Thursday said the upcom-
ing inauguration of the 
Bhogapuram International 
Airport will mark a major 
milestone in the state’s infra-
structure development and is 
expected to accelerate eco-
nomic growth, investment, 
tourism and employment op-
portunities in north Andhra.

In a statement, the govern-
ment said the project, to be 
inaugurated by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on Au-
gust 1, Saturday, is the reali-
sation of a vision conceived 
more than a decade ago by 
Chief Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu to meet the 

region’s future aviation and 
infrastructure needs.

According to the govern-
ment, the airport, located 
near Visakhapatnam, is ex-
pected to transform the Vi-
sakhapatnam-Bhogapuram 
corridor into a major invest-
ment destination on India’s 
east coast. It said the region is 
likely to attract investments 
in information technology, 
manufacturing, logistics, 

tourism, healthcare and hos-
pitality.

It said a world-class Aeroc-
ity is planned around the air-
port, featuring IT and ITES 
parks, industrial parks, lo-
gistics hubs, warehousing 
and cold storage facilities, 
business centres, retail and 
commercial complexes, con-
vention centres, educational 
institutions, corporate hospi-
tals and star hotels. It added 

that industry estimates sug-
gest these developments 
could attract private invest-
ments worth thousands of 
crores of rupees over the next 
decade.

The statement said the 
airport’s connectivity with 
Visakhapatnam Port, Gan-
gavaram Port, national 
highways and the railway 
network would strengthen 
North Andhra’s logistics eco-
system by improving cargo 
movement and reducing 
transportation costs. This, it 
said, would support exports 
of pharmaceuticals, marine 
products, agricultural and 
horticultural produce, fresh 
fruits, flowers, handicrafts 
and electronics.

Improved air connectivity 
is expected to boost tourism 
by providing easier access 
to destinations such as Vi-
sakhapatnam beaches, Araku 
Valley, Borra Caves, Bhee-
munipatnam, Yarada Beach, 
Kailasagiri, Thotlakonda, 
Bavikonda and the Sim-
hachalam temple. It said the 
increased tourist flow would 
benefit hotels, resorts, trans-
port operators, travel agen-
cies, restaurants and local 
artisans. The airport project 
is expected to create signifi-

cant employment opportu-
nities. Besides direct jobs in 
airport operations, ground 
handling, cargo services, avi-
ation engineering, mainte-
nance, security and air traffic 
management, it said indirect 
employment would be gen-
erated in hospitality, tourism, 
logistics, retail, warehousing, 
transport and event manage-
ment.

According to the govern-
ment, the airport is being 
developed over about 2,200 
acres at an estimated Phase-
I cost of Rs 4,500 crore to Rs 
5,000 crore. It said the airport 
will initially have the capac-
ity to handle six million pas-
sengers annually, with future 
expansion planned to in-
crease capacity to 18 million 
passengers.

Describing the project 
as a landmark in Andhra 
Pradesh’s development jour-
ney, the government said the 
Bhogapuram International 
Airport would strengthen 
the state’s global connec-
tivity, attract investments, 
promote industrial growth, 
boost exports and tourism, 
and contribute to its vision 
of building a prosperous 
and investment-friendly  
‘Swarna Andhra.

Bhogapuram Airport set to 
propel north Andhra growth
l PM to inaugurate 

Bhogapuram 

International Airport 

on tomorrow

l Project is expected 

to boost investment, 

tourism, exports and 

employment 

l Aerocity, logistics hubs 

and future expansion 

planned to drive long-

term growth

Centre sanctions 61,084 
PMAY houses to state

Hans News Service  
Amaravati

THE Centre has sanctioned 
61,084 houses for Andhra 
Pradesh under the Pradhan 
Mantri Awas Yojana-Urban 
(PMAY-U) 2.0, with a 
Central assistance of Rs 
882.32 crore, the Union 
ministry of housing and 
urban affairs informed 
Parliament on Thursday.

Replying to a starred 
question by MP Maddila 
Gurumoorthy in the Lok 
Sabha, Union housing 
and urban affairs minister 
Manohar Lal said that 16.20 
lakh houses have been 
sanctioned nationwide 
under PMAY-U 2.0 with 
Central assistance of Rs 
23,383 crore. Of these, 
Andhra Pradesh received 
approval for 61,084 houses.

The minister said that 
in the latest Central 
Sanctioning and 

Monitoring Committee 
(CSMC) meeting held on 
June 17, 2026, Andhra 
Pradesh was sanctioned 
12,370 houses across 107 
urban local bodies, with 
Central assistance of Rs 
185.55 crore.

Providing details of the 
scheme’s implementation 
in the State, the Centre 
said that 19.07 lakh houses 
had been sanctioned 
under the earlier PMAY-U 
programme. Of these, 
3.71 lakh were non-starter 
houses, while 15.36 lakh 
houses were taken up for 
construction. So far, 11.38 
lakh houses have been 
completed, and 10.75 lakh 
houses are occupied, the 
Minister informed.

Under PMAY-U 2.0, 
43,947 houses have already 
been grounded in Andhra 
Pradesh, while 1,980 houses 
have been completed 

and handed over to 
beneficiaries, according to 
the reply.

On the demand to extend 
PMAY-U 2.0 benefits to 
Amaravati land-pooling 
farmers, the Centre clarified 
that they are not included 
in the Special Focus 
Group identified under the 
scheme.

The Minister explained 
that PMAY-U 2.0 gives 
priority to beneficiaries 
belonging to categories 
such as PM SVANidhi street 
vendors, Safai Karmis, PM 
Vishwakarma artisans, 
Anganwadi workers, 
construction workers, 
and slum residents. Since 
land-pooling farmers 
do not fall under these 
notified categories, they are 
currently not eligible for 
benefits under the special 
focus group provisions of 
the scheme.

l To provide Rs 882 cr 

assistance

l 12,370 houses 

approved for 107 cities 

in latest sanction 

meeting

l Says Amaravati land-

pooling farmers not 

covered under special 

beneficiary category

Hans News Service  
Amaravati

YSRCP president Y S Jagan 
Mohan Reddy and former 
minister Seediri Appalaraju 
were unable to meet in 
jail on Wednesday after 
prison authorities denied 
permission, citing prison 
regulations.

According to prison 
officials, YSRCP leaders 
sought permission for 
Appalaraju to meet Jagan 
after 5 pm. However, 
the request was rejected 
as prison rules permit 
visitors only during 
the prescribed visiting 
hours, which end before 
5 pm. After consulting 
higher authorities, the jail 
administration decided 
that no exception could 
be made and denied the 
meeting.

The development comes 
days after Appalaraju was 
arrested by the Kasibugga 
police in Srikakulam 
district on July 22. He 
was named as an accused 
in a case alleging that he 
conspired to tamper with 
evidence and cover up 

his son’s involvement in a 
road accident. The refusal 
to allow the meeting 
has triggered political 
discussion, with the 
YSRCP seeking to facilitate 
interaction between its 
chief and the former 
minister, while prison 
authorities maintained 
that the decision was taken 
strictly in accordance with 
jail rules. Later, speaking 
to media along with family 
members of Appalaraju, 
Jagan Mohan Reddy 
accused the Chandrababu 
Naidu-led government 
of conspiring against 
the family of former 
minister. He alleged that an 
accidental case involving 
Raju’s son was deliberately 
turned into a murder 
charge to target the family.

Jagan said the incident 
reflected “vindictive 
politics” in the state. 
He claimed Raju’s son, 
an 18-year-old student 
aspiring to become a 
doctor, was involved in 
an accident but tried to 
help the victim by calling 

emergency services and 
performing CPR. Despite 
this, the case was twisted 
into a murder conspiracy, 
Jagan alleged.

He questioned whether 
similar action would have 
been taken if the accident 
had involved ruling 
party legislators. Jagan 
accused the government 
of sowing divisions among 
communities and misusing 
the system to harass 
political opponents. He also 
criticized Naidu for failing 
to support fishermen and 
BC communities, alleging 
that welfare schemes were 
being neglected while false 
cases were filed against 
rivals.

Jagan asserted that the 
YSRCP stood firmly with 
Appalaraju’s family and 
expressed confidence that 
justice would prevail. 
“Appalaraju will soon walk 
free,” he said, condemning 
what he described as 
attempts to destroy the 
career and reputation of 
a leader from a humble 
background.

Jagan denied meeting  
with Appalaraju in jail

YSRCP president Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy with wife and 

sone of former minister Seediri Appalaraju at district jail in 

Srikakulam on Thursday

l Former minister’s 

request rejected after 

visiting hours ended

l Prison authorities cite 

jail manual; refuse to 

relax rules

l YSRCP chief accuses 

the state govt of 

pursuing ‘vindictive 

politics’, vows support 

to Appalaraju’s family

Hans News Service
Amaravati

THE state government released Rs 2,714.78 
crore towards NTR Bharosa pensions for 
62,07,573 beneficiaries across the state for 
the month of August, according to minister 
for MSME, rural poverty alleviation Kon-
dapalli Srinivas.

In a statement here on Thursday, the 
minister said that pension payments in 
the six districts of north Andhra would be 
made a day in advance, on July 31, in view 
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to 
dedicate the Alluri Sitarama Raju Interna-
tional Greenfield Airport to the nation on 
August 1.

A total of 11,98,044 beneficiaries in the 

six north Andhra districts will receive Rs 
514.42 crore on Thursday. The remaining 
50,09,529 pensioners across the rest of 
the state will receive Rs 2,198.31 crore on 
August 1, he said.

The minister said that since the coalition 
government assumed office, it has spent 
a record Rs 70,907.41 crore on pension 
payments, reflecting its commitment to 
the welfare of senior citizens, persons with 
disabilities, widows, and other vulnerable 
sections of society.

Srinivas reiterated that the government is 
committed to ensuring the timely dis-
bursement of NTR Bharosa pensions, with 
beneficiaries receiving their pensions on 
the first day of every month. 

He said the initiative reflects the coali-
tion government’s focus on social security 
and the welfare of the poor, elderly, and 
underprivileged families across Andhra 
Pradesh.

Rs 2,714.78 cr released 
for Aug Bharosa pensions
l Rs 514.42 crore will be disbursed early 

in north Andhra in view of PM visit to 

Bhogapuram

Hans News Service  
Amaravati

THE state government has 
launched ‘Nethannala Seva-
lo’ scheme, under which 
Below Poverty Line (BPL) 
handloom weaver families 
will receive Rs 25,000 per 
household annually from 
the 2026-27 financial year to 
strengthen the handloom 
sector and improve the 
livelihoods of traditional 
weavers.

According to officials, 
the financial assistance will 
be provided to all active 
handloom weaver house-
holds irrespective of the 
age of the beneficiary or the 
number of looms owned, 
with one benefit per eligible 
family.

The scheme is intend-
ed to help weavers meet 
expenses on yarn, dyes, 
chemicals, loom mod-
ernization, replacement of 
worn-out equipment and 
repairs, enabling them to 

improve productivity, in-
crease income and compete 
more effectively with the 
power loom sector.

The government approved 
detailed implementation 
guidelines submitted by the 
commissioner of handlooms 
and textiles for rolling out 
the scheme across the State.

Govt rolls out ‘Nethannala Sevalo’, 
weavers to get Rs 25K annual aid

Rains revive agriculture, fill reservoirs across Karimnagar
Thirunagari  

Venkateshwara Swamy  
Karminagar

AFTER weeks of uncer-
tainty caused by a prolonged 
dry spell, widespread rain-
fall over the past three days 
has brought much-needed 
relief to farmers across the 
united Karimnagar district. 
The showers have acceler-
ated paddy transplantation 
and other kharif operations 
while replenishing reser-
voirs, tanks and streams 
across the region. Farmers 
have resumed cultivation 
of paddy, cotton, maize and 
horticultural crops after de-
layed monsoon rains had 
slowed agricultural activity 
during June.

Against the kharif culti-
vation target of 9.51 lakh 
acres of paddy, 2.02 lakh 
acres of cotton, 50,000 
acres of maize and 1.72 
lakh acres of horticultural 
crops, only a small area had 
been cultivated due to poor 
rainfall. Farmer Koppula  
Satyanarayana from 
Kishtampet village in Pedda-
palli district said the recent 
rains had restored hope af-
ter the prolonged impact of 
El Niño conditions and en-
couraged farmers to restart 
field operations.

The rainfall has improved 
storage in the Lower Manair, 
Mid Manair, Upper Ma-
nair and Shanigaram reser-
voirs, while water from the 
Sri Ram Sagar Project has 

started reaching the united 
Karimnagar district through 
the Kakatiya and Flood Flow 
canals. Meanwhile, heavy 
rainfall has disrupted coal 

production in Ramagun-
dam due to waterlogging in 
open-cast mines. 

Authorities remain on 
alert as the IMD has forecast 

more rain, while Karimna-
gar District Collector Chitra 
Mishra declared a holiday 
for schools on July 31 as a 
precautionary measure.

Be vigilant amid heavy rains, CS 
Jaju directs Collectors and police 

Hans news Service  
Hyderabad

IN view of heavy rains lash-
ing Telangana, Chief Secre-
tary Sanjay Jaju has directed 
district Collectors to take 
all necessary precautionary 
measures to prevent any loss 
of life or property.  

The Chief Secretary or-
dered that tourists should 
be prevented from visiting 
waterfalls, picnic spots, and 
other hazardous tourist des-
tinations during the period 
of heavy rains. 

Collectors in the Goda-
vari river basin districts 
were asked to closely moni-
tor river conditions and alert 
residents in low-lying areas.

The CS held a video con-
ference on Thursday with 
Collectors, Police Commis-
sioners, and Superinten-
dents of Police to review 
preparedness, as the India 
Meteorological Department 
(IMD) has forecast heavy 
rainfall for another two days.

He said that since heavy 
rainfall is expected to con-
tinue through Thursday 
night in several districts, 
coordinated action must be 
taken by all departments, 
particularly the police and 
district administration. He 
instructed Collectors to 
establish control rooms in 
every district headquarters 
and continuously monitor 
the situation.

He stated that National 
Disaster Response Force 
(NDRF) and State Disas-
ter Response Force (SDRF) 
teams have already been 
deployed and assured that 
any additional assistance 
required would be provided 
immediately.

Referring to the antici-
pated impact of El Niño, the 
Chief Secretary noted that 
rainfall is expected to re-
main below normal even in 
September. 
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“The start was a bit slow, but then I gradually picked up pace and it felt great 
to win. I am not thinking about doing a job now, my target is to win medals. 
I am sure I will do better at the upcoming Para Asian Games in September-

October in Japan and then the Paralympics.
   - Dilip Mahadu Gavit, India’s para-athlete

Chhatrapati  
Sambhajinagar

COCKROACH Janta Party 
(CJP) founder Abhijeet 
Dipke on Thursday claimed 
orders to use force against 
students during the July 20 
“Sansad Chalo” march must 
have come from Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
and sought his resignation 
over the police crackdown. 

Talking to reporters at 
his residence in hometown 
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar 
in central Maharashtra, he 
said democracy was in “dan-
ger” in the country and ques-
tions were being raised even 
on judiciary, while central 
probe agencies were being 
used to break political par-
ties. 

“Saving democracy is not 
merely an Opposition is-
sue now. The people of the 
country will have to come 
together (to save it),” Dipke 
insisted on his return home 
after more than a month-

long CJP-led protest in New 
Delhi’s Jantar Mantar over 
the NEET exam paper leak, 
which culminated in the res-
ignation of then-Union Edu-
cation Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan.  “There is a ques-
tion mark even on judiciary. 
We all have seen how ED and 
CBI were used to break par-
ties like the Shiv Sena and 
the NCP. The big institutions 
in the country had a duty to 
keep democracy alive and 
not create dictatorship of a 
single man. They let it hap-
pen. To stop this, not only 

the Opposition, but even the 
people will have to come to-
gether,” he asserted. 

The 30-year-old activist 
criticised the appointment of 
Pralhad Joshi as new Educa-
tion Minister and called him 
a “weird” man. “If the Educa-
tion Minister of the country 
applauds rapists, this means 
another weird man has been 
brought in after removing 
Dharmendra Pradhan. What 
message is being given to the 
country? They cannot do 
anything else because their 
party is full of goons. Peo-

ple like Ram Rahim (a rape 
convict) come out on parole 
during their tenure. This gov-
ernment supports goons and 
rapists,’’ he alleged. 

The CJP founder insisted 
his outfit’s protest over the 
NEET paper leak was consti-
tutional. “We have fought for 
our rights against the paper 
leak in a constitutional way. 
If agitating with photos of 
Mahatma Gandhi and B R 
Ambedkar in a legal way is 
defaming culture, we have 
done it. Baba Ramdev should 
look into Patanjali about 
which the Supreme Court 
has made adverse comments 
in the past,” he maintained. 

“Gen Z can handle the 
country and its culture well. 
He (Ramdev) should con-
centrate on Patanjali else 
it may go out of business,” 
Dipke remarked. He sup-
ported the demand for Shah’s 
resignation made by Lok 
Sabha Leader of Opposition 
Rahul Gandhi. “Amit Shah 
should definitely resign. 

Amit Shah should 
quit: Abhijeet Dipke

‘Union Home Minister must have issued orders to use force on students on July 20 in Delhi’

NEW DELHI: The Supreme 
Court on Thursday permit-
ted Muslims to offer Friday 
prayers at the premises of a 
dargah adjacent to the dis-
puted Bhojshala complex at 
Dhar in Madhya Pradesh. 
The top court directed the 
state government to ensure 
that Muslims are allowed to 
offer namaz at the site be-
tween 1 and 3 pm on Fridays. 

A bench comprising Chief 
Justice Surya Kant and jus-
tices Joymalya Bagchi and V 
Mohana, however, said that 
the instant direction does 
not preclude the state gov-
ernment and the Muslim 
side from exploring another 
site for Friday prayers with 
mutual consent.  On July 14, 

the bench had directed that a 
separate open space be pro-
vided adjacent to the disput-
ed site in Dhar for namaz on 
Fridays between 1 and 3 pm 
till the case is decided. 

Later, the Muslim side 
led by Haji Muneer Ahmad 
moved the top court alleg-
ing non-compliance with 
its directions to provide an 
alternative site, saying that 
the Dhar administration was 

providing the place which 
was 1.3 km away from the 
disputed Bhojshala complex. 

They said that the site 
should be close enough from 
where Muslims can sight 
the mosque while offering 
prayers. After hearing argu-
ments from senior advocate 
Huzefa Ahmadi, appearing 
for the Muslim side, and Ad-
ditional Solicitor General K 
M Natraj, on behalf of the 
state government, clarified 
its earlier order of July 14. 
“The earlier order is clarified 
to the extent that the Muslim 
community be permitted to 
offer namaz on Fridays be-
tween 1-3 pm at the land be-
ing Khasra No. 596 which is 
stated to be Dargah land. 

SC permits Friday 
prayers on Dargah land

Dispur

NEARLY 13,000 households 
in flood-affected areas of 
Assam still do not have any 
electricity connection, al-
most 11 days after several 
districts were ravaged by an 
unprecedented mud-filled 
deluge.

Chief Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma said that the ad-
ministration is continuously 
evaluating the flood situation 
in Upper Assam and accord-
ingly taking decisions to re-
store power connections in 
the households.

“Consumers without elec-
tricity have declined by a 
further 30 per cent. As water 
levels recede, we are continu-
ously assessing safety condi-
tions and will restore more 
transformers to the grid 
wherever it is safe to do so,” 
he said in a post on X.

The flood impact and 
power supply status report 
for Sivasagar electrical circle, 
prepared by Assam Power 

Distribution Company Ltd 
(APDCL) and shared by 
Sarma, showed that a total of 
12,756 consumers are still af-
fected or without electricity.

The affected areas are 
Gaurisagar, Sivasagar, Na-
zira, Amguri and Demow, it 
added.

On July 24, Sarma had said 
that around 40,000 house-
holds did not have electricity 
supply although power had 
been restored to 75 per cent 

connections.
Heavy rains in Nagaland 

and Upper Assam districts 
wreaked havoc in three dis-
tricts from wee hours on July 
19.

The flood situation in 
Assam remained grim on 
Thursday even as water re-
ceded from most parts of the 
state, with the death toll ris-
ing to 78 and over three lakh 
people continuing to reel un-
der the deluge. (PTI)

Flood-hit Assam still in dark

KOLKATA: Nearly two decades af-
ter she was forced to leave Kolkata 
following protests over her contro-
versial book ‘Dwikhondito’, exiled 
Bangladeshi writer Taslima Nasreen 
on Thursday said returning to the city 
for her first public appearance felt like 
coming back to “my own country”.

She expressed hope that the visit 
would reaffirm the importance of 
freedom of expression and protection 
of dissenting voices.

Nasreen is scheduled to take part 
in a programme here on August 1, 
which is also likely to be attended 

by West Bengal Chief Minister Suv-
endu Adhikari and renowned author 
Shirshendu Mukhopadhyay.

This will be Nasreen’s first public 
appearance in Kolkata since 2007, 
when protests against her memoir 

forced her to leave the city she had 
made her home after fleeing Bangla-
desh a decade earlier.

Nasreen’s book ‘Dwikhandito’ 
(Split in two) was banned by the West 
Bengal government in 2003 for al-
legedly hurting the sentiments of the 
Muslim community.

Speaking to PTI, Nasreen said Kol-
kata was not merely a place where she 
lived but a city that gave her a sense 
of belonging, and that the years away 
had not weakened her connection 
with West Bengal.

“I feel as though I am returning to 

my own country. Bengal has never 
been divided in my heart by a border 
or a barbed-wire fence. The door to 
the eastern part of Bengal remains 
closed to me, so for now, this part of 
Bengal is my home,” she said.

“I am returning with joy, but also 
with pain. Kolkata was not merely a 
city where I lived; it was where I had 
a home, friends, readers and a sense 
of belonging. Nearly nineteen years 
were taken from me, and no home-
coming can return those lost years. 
I am not returning as a stranger or a 
guest. 

‘Returning to Kolkata feels like coming home’

Winged ants force 
closure of two OTs 
 at Durg hospital

RAIPUR: Two operation 
theatres (OTs) at a govern-
ment hospital in Chhattis-
garh’s Durg district have been 
shut for the last 10 days after 
swarms of winged ants en-
tered the facilities following 
heavy rains, officials said on 
Thursday. The operation the-
atres in the mother-child unit 
of the district hospital were 
closed as a precautionary 
measure after a large number 
of flying ants were found in-
side the OTs, Civil Surgeon 
of the hospital Dr Ashish 
Minj said. “The winged ants 
entered the operation thea-
tres due to the ongoing heavy 
rains. To ensure patient safety 
and maintain sterile condi-
tions, both OTs were tempo-
rarily closed,” he said.

Dr Minj said no surger-
ies have been affected by 
the closure as the hospital’s 
emergency operation theatre 
is being used to carry out all 
required procedures. “No 
patient has been referred to 
another hospital because of 
the closure of these OTs. All 
surgeries are being managed 
through the emergency OT,” 
he said. Repair and pest-
control work is underway, 
and both OTs are expected 
to become operational again 
within the next two to three 
days, the official added. 

MURALI Sreeshankar add-
ed another chapter to Indian 
athletics history on Wednes-
day, becoming the coun-
try's first long jump double 
medallist in Commonwealth 
Games with a silver here. 

Having claimed silver in 
Birmingham in 2022, the 
27-year-old added another 
medal to his collection after 
producing a best leap of 8.09 
metres, capping an emotional 
comeback from the career-
threatening knee injury that 
had nearly derailed his career. 

Before Sreeshankar, the 
country's only medallists in 
the event were: Suresh Babu 
(men's bronze, 1978), Anju 
Bobby George (women's 
bronze, 2002) and M Praju-
sha (women's silver, 2010). 

Former world cham-
pion Tajay Gayle of Jamaica 
clinched the gold with a best 
jump of 8.15m while local 
favourite Stephen Mackenzie 
grabbed the last spot on the 
podium with an 8.08m effort. 

The 
medal was 
especially 
s w e e t 
considering 
where Sree-
shankar stood 
just over a year ago. A rup-
tured patellar tendon in 
April 2024 forced him to 
undergo surgery, and miss 
what was expected to be his 
maiden Olympic appearance 
in Paris and raising doubts 
over whether he could ever 
return to his explosive best. 
But here, he gave another 
emphatic statement of his 
comeback. 

Competing in only his sec-
ond Commonwealth Games 
after missing the 2018 edi-
tion, Sreeshankar opened 
confidently with a leap of 
8.03m before stretching it to 
8.09m in his second attempt 
to move into the lead. 

SREESHANKAR’S SREESHANKAR’S 
DOUBLE DOUBLE 
DELIGHTDELIGHT

Historic 1-2 finish Historic 1-2 finish 
by Gavit-Basilby Gavit-Basil

 Sprinters Dilip Mahadu Gavit, Mohammed Basil  

sprint ahead in men’s 100m T47 

Glasgow

INDIA’S para-athletes re-
mained an inspiring and 
unstoppable force at the 
Commonwealth Games as 
sprinters Dilip Mahadu Gavit 
and Mohammed Basil script-
ed another story of grit with a 

gold-silver finish in the men’s 
100m T47 final here. 

Gavit clocked a Games 
record and his season’s best 
time of 10.71 seconds to 
take the top spot, while Basil 
produced his season’s best of 
10.83 seconds to finish sec-
ond in a closely-fought race 

on Wednesday. England’s 
Kevin Santos completed the 
podium taking 10.85 seconds 
to win bronze.

The men’s 100m T47 is a 
para athletics sprint event 
covers arm impairment or 
absence, affecting strength, 
movement or coordination 

on one side. 
Gavit’s gold was India’s 

third at the Games, follow-
ing Mirabai Chanu’s victory 
in the women’s 48kg weight-
lifting event and Sharmila 
Dhankar’s triumph in the 
women’s shot put F57 para 
athletics category. 

OLYMPIC hero Neeraj Chopra, along 
with two other Indians, advanced to 

the Commonwealth Games men’s javelin 
throw final after finishing among the top 
12 in the qualification round as strong, 
shifting winds foiled every athlete’s at-
tempt to achieve the automatic qualifying 
mark here on Thursday. 

Chopra, who won the javelin throw ti-
tle in 2018, was fifth with a best effort of 
79.61m, while Rohit Yadav (78.37m) and 
Yashvir Singh (78.36m) ended the qualifi-
cation in ninth and 10th positions respec-
tively to ensure a full Indian contingent in 
the medal round. 

The 28-year-old Chopra, who was the 
last thrower in each round, did not take 

his third and final attempt as he had al-
ready made it to the final by that time. 

With a steady headwind and a temper-
ature of 18 degree Celsius making condi-
tions difficult throughout the event, none 
of the competitors was able to breach the 
automatic qualification mark of 84m, 
leaving the top 12 athletes to progress to 
the final round to be held on Friday. 

INDIA’S JAVELIN TRIO INTO FINAL

VIJAYAWADA: Hyderabad Black Hawks 
will conduct U-21 Selection Trials and Open 
Trials for its Prime Volleyball League (PVL) 
main team on August 6 at the V R Siddhar-
tha Engineering College Indoor Stadium in 
Vijayawada, aiming to identify emerging and 
experienced volleyball talent from Andhra 
Pradesh and Telangana. The U-21 Selection Trials, beginning at 8 am, 
are exclusively for registered players under 21 and are linked to the 
inaugural Guardians Trophy, an invitational tournament to be held in 
Goa from August 14 to 16. Registration has already closed following 
a strong response. Selected players will attend a training camp until 
August 12 before travelling to Goa and will also have the opportunity 
to register for the PVL Auction. The Open Trials for the Hyderabad 
Black Hawks’ main PVL squad will commence at 5 pm and are open 
to experienced men from Andhra Pradesh and Telangana. Participa-
tion is subject to mandatory prior registration for the PVL Auction 
through the official league portal.

Hyderabad Black Hawks to 
hold U-21, PVL Open Trials

HYDERABAD: Prof. Rajesh 
Kumar, Senior Professor and 
Head of the Department of 
Physical Education at Osmania 
University, represented India 
at the Thailand National Sports 
University International Con-
ference 2026, held in Bangkok 
from July 29 to 31. 

He presented a research 
paper titled “The Role of Tra-
ditional Indian Practices for 
Promotion of Physical Literacy 
in India: A Review,” highlight-
ing the significance of India’s 
traditional knowledge systems 

in promoting physical literacy 
and holistic well-being. In rec-
ognition of his scholarly contri-
bution, Prof. Kumar received a 
Certificate of Appreciation. 

The conference also provided 
opportunities for international 
academic collaboration and 
enhanced Osmania University’s 
global academic profile.

Osmania Professor represents  
India at Int’l sports conference

NEW DELHI: Former India cap-
tain Pargat Singh on Thursday 
questioned the decision to make 
saffron the Indian hockey team’s 
primary jersey colour ahead of 
the upcoming World Cup, alleg-
ing that “everything in the coun-
try is being saffronised”, while 
legendary forward Dhanraj Pillay 
said the blue jersey has been the 
sport’s identity for decades. 

The controversy erupted after 
Hockey India unveiled saffron as 
the primary jersey for the men’s 
and women’s teams for the World 
Cup, beginning August 15 in the 
Netherlands and Belgium. 

While former India captain 
Viren Rasquinha has also ex-
pressed reservations over the 
move, Hockey India has main-
tained that the decision was 
taken considering both the tech-
nical feedback received from 
the coaches and players and the 
symbolic value associated with 
the colour being part of the Na-
tional Flag. 

Dhanraj, who represented In-
dia in 339 international matches, 
including four Olympics, four 
World Cups and four Champi-
ons Trophy tournaments, said 
the blue jersey has remained 
synonymous with Indian hockey 
for generations. “The blue jersey 
has become the identity of Indian 
hockey. Being one of the colours 
of our national flag, saffron is 
important and auspicious but it 
has never been the traditional 
colour of Indian hockey. I don’t 
understand why this has sudden-
ly changed after so many years,” 
Dhanraj told PTI. 

Pargat questions hockey jersey ‘saffronisation’

Commonwealth Games 2026

MUMBAI: Senior bat-
ter Ajinkya Rahane, who 
famously led an injury-
ravaged Indian team to 
an improbable Test series 
win over Australia in 
2021, announced his re-
tirement from international cricket 
on Thursday, saying that the time is 
right for him to “move on”.

The 38-year-old played 85 Tests, 
90 ODIs and 20 T20Is for India 
in a career which began in 2013. 
However, he has not turned up 
for India since the 2023 away Test 
series against the West Indies but 
maintained even until this year’s 
IPL that he would not give up on 

the dream of a comeback.  
“The reality of life is that 
everything has a begin-
ning, and everything has 
an end. When that time 
comes, you simply have 
to respect it and move 

forward. I always relied on tim-
ing in my batting, and I’ve always 
understood its important,” Rahane 
said in a video message on his ins-
tagram account. 

“Today, I feel the timing is right 
for me to move on and announce 
my requirement from international 
cricket, and all formats,” he added 
in the clip that was captioned ‘Cap 
number 278, signing off ’. 

Rahane retires from int’l cricket
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The Ethanol Blended Petrol (EBP) Programme had 
been implemented through a phased and scientifical-
ly validated process in consultation with NITI Aayog, 
automobile manufacturers, SIAM, Oil Marketing 
Companies (OMCs) and other technical institutions. 
 -Suresh Gopi, Union Minister of State 
 for Petroleum & Natural Gas
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AU collaborates 
with Salesforce 

Adamas University 
(AU)  announced a 

strategic collaboration 
with Salesforce, an Agen-
tic AI CRM, to establish 
West Bengal’s first Sales-
force Academia Centre of 
Excellence. The collabo-
ration will equip students 
and faculty with hands-
on access to Salesforce 
technologies including 
Agentforce, Agentforce 
360 Platform, Tableau 
and Data 360. Prof. (Dr.) 
Samit Ray, Chancellor, 
Adamas University, said: 
“Our collaboration with 
Salesforce through this 
Centre of Excellence re-
flects our commitment to 
bridging the gap between 
academia and industry.”

Ujjivan SFB  
gets recognition 

Ujjivan Small Finance 
Bank (Ujjivan SFB), 

a leading small finance 
bank, announced that it 
has secured the 8th po-
sition among Top 100 
India’s Best Companies 
to Work For 2026. Chan-
dralekha Chaudhuri, 
Head – Human Resourc-
es, Ujjivan SFB, said: 
“This recognition among 
India’s Best Companies 
to Work For holds spe-
cial significance because 
it is earned through em-
ployee feedback and ex-
periences. The ranking 
reflects the trust our peo-
ple place in the organiza-
tion and their honest as-
sessment of our culture.”

Story TV’s biz 
expansion  

Story TV, a micro-
drama platform from 

Eloelo Group, announced 
a full-scale expansion 
into South India, with 
the launch of original 
vertical series in Telugu. 
GSN Aditya, COO, Story 
TV, said: “Entertainment 
has moved to the mobile 
screen and viewing habits 
have moved with it. Audi-
ences today want stories 
they can binge instantly 
and see themselves in 
their language, their cul-
ture, their world. Micro-
drama answers both.” 

Amazon sale  
from Aug 7

Amazon India an-
nounced that its 

annual Great Freedom 
Sale 2026 will go live 
from August 7, bringing 
together top deals across 
categories including 
smartphones, fashion, 
beauty, home, kitchen, 
large appliances, grocer-
ies, everyday essentials 
and more. During the 
sale, customers can look 
forward to exciting sav-
ings through curated of-
fer windows, including, 
Top 100 Deals, Block-
buster Deals, Trending 
Deals, 8 PM Deals, etc.  
Additionally, customers 
can avail a discounts and  
EMI transactions. 

Formal credit 
gains traction 

India’s formal credit 
penetration more than 

doubled over nine years, 
with 74 per cent of credit-
eligible consumers hav-
ing accessed formal credit 
by March 2026, up from 
35 per cent in 2017, ac-
cording to a TransUn-
ion CIBIL report. Credit 
growth was driven by 
women, younger borrow-
ers and non-metro re-
gions, with Uttar Pradesh, 
Madhya Pradesh and Bi-
har outpacing traditional 
western and southern 
markets. The report also 
highlighted significant 
scope to bring more new-
to-credit consumers and 
MSMEs into the formal 
credit ecosystem.

STRONG SAVERS, BIGGER INVESTORS

Investors in two Telugu 
states eye equity boom

TELANGANA AND AP HAVE A SOLID INVESTOR BASE, BUT ANALYSTS 
SEE VAST POTENTIAL FOR GREATER STOCK MARKET PARTICIPATION
Hans News Service 

Hyderabad

TELANGANA and Andhra 
Pradesh are home to some 
of India's most enterprising 
communities, spanning ag-
riculture, industry, IT and 
now AI — and a new five-
year analysis of IPO applica-
tions suggests their next big 
growth story could be in the 
stock market itself.

Of the 1.83 crore unique 
IPO applicants recorded na-
tionally across 33 states and 
785 towns, Telangana con-
tributed 3.99 lakh (2.17%) 
and Andhra Pradesh 4.41 
lakh (2.40%) — a combined 
8.4 lakh investors already 
active in India's primary 
markets. That's a meaning-
ful base to build on, espe-
cially with Maharashtra and 
Gujarat's outsized histori-
cal share showing just how 
much room the rest of the 
country, including the Tel-
ugu states, still has to grow.

The per-capita numbers 
point to the same opportu-
nity from a different angle. 
Telangana logged about 
10,490 applicants per mil-

lion people, and Andhra 
Pradesh 8,316, against a 
national average of 12,841. 
Rather than a shortfall in 
ambition, analysts read this 
as evidence of strong, dis-
ciplined savers — Telugu 
households save as much as 
anyone — with substantial 
headroom to bring more of 
that saving into listed equity 
alongside their traditional 
preference for land and gold.

The state-level patterns 
hint at where that growth 
can come from. Hyderabad 
already drives close to 60% 
of Telangana's participation, 
with its tech and pharma 
workforce placing the city 

13th nationally — a strong 
base to extend into Waran-
gal, Nizamabad and other 
growing towns. Andhra 
Pradesh's participation is al-
ready well distributed, span-
ning Visakhapatnam, Vi-
jayawada, Guntur, Tirupati, 
Nellore, Kurnool and Ra-
jahmundry, giving it a broad 
foundation to build deeper 
investor engagement across 
multiple centres rather than 
one city alone.

Encouragingly, the infra-
structure for that growth is 
already in place. NSE data 
as of July 4 shows 1.24 crore 
registered trading accounts 
from Andhra Pradesh and 

61 lakh from Telangana, 
part of a national investor 
base that crossed 13 crore 
unique investors in April. 
With access no longer a bar-
rier, market watchers say the 
next step — turning more 
savers into active equity par-
ticipants — is well within 
reach.

Diversification is the 
route there. Gold and prop-
erty offer stability, and bank 
deposits offer predictability, 
but equities give households 
a direct share in business 
growth over the long term-a 
valuable complement to, not 
a replacement for, tradition-
al assets.

l	Telangana: 3.99 lakh IPO 

applicants (2.17% of India)

l	Andhra Pradesh: 4.41 lakh 

IPO applicants (2.40%)

l	Combined investor base:  

8.4 lakh IPO applicants

l	Trading accounts: 1.24 crore 

(AP), 61 lakh (Telangana)

l	Analysts see significant 
scope for higher equity 

participation

Costlier gold dampens demand, 
consumption value soars

WGC says jewellery purchases weakened, but bar, coin 
and ETF investments remained strong

Mumbai

INDIA’S gold demand fell 
6 per cent year-on-year to 
131.4 tonnes in the April-
June quarter, weighed down 
by seasonally subdued sales, 
higher Customs duty and 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s appeal to reduce pur-
chases of the precious metal, 
the World Gold Council said 
in a report.

The total demand was at 
139.7 tonnes during the cor-
responding period last year, 
according to WGC’s ‘Q2 
2026 Gold Demand Trends’ 
report. 

“However, it’s been a re-
cord in terms of the value 
of demand. So, consump-
tion was Rs 1,98,100 crores, 
compared with Rs 1,32,500 
crores in the same period in 
2025, which is up by 50 per 
cent compared to the second 
quarter of 2025, highlighting 
that consumers continue to 
prioritise gold even in a high-
price environment,” WGC 
Regional CEO, India, Sachin 
Jain said. Going forward, for 
the year, WGC estimated the 
demand to stay between 650 
and 750 tonnes. 

“We still see demand in the 
range of 650 to 750 tonnes 
for this year. However, given 
the current geopolitical land-
scape, interest rates, and in-
flation, I think we should be 

somewhere in the middle of 
this range. If there is more 
correction in gold prices and 
the customs duty is reduced, 
then we could get to the up-
per end of this range,” Jain 
added. 

Total Jewellery demand 
in India during the quarter 
under review decreased by 
15 per cent to 75.1 tonnes as 
compared to 88.8 tonnes in 
the same period last year. 

“Subdued season, the clar-
ion call of the Prime Minister 
to buy less gold and hike in 
Customs Duty, among oth-
ers, impacted the demand,” 
he added. 

Prime Minister Modi, in 
May this year, urged peo-
ple to reduce non-essential 
gold purchases and explore 
other ways to save foreign 
exchange reserves amid 
mounting import bills of the 
country due to volatile crude 
oil prices. 

Jain expressed concern 

about a rise in grey market-
ing after the duty hike, not-
ing reports of illicit gold 
already making its way into 
these markets. 

“We think smuggling and 
illicit gold making way into 
the market is the biggest risk 
to the industry, and we are 
already getting reports on 
this. We will be tracking this 
in the coming quarters,” he 
added. 

Meanwhile, investment 
demand remained encour-
aging, with bar and coin 
demand growing 9 per cent 
year-on-year to 50.3 tonnes, 
while Indian Gold ETFs at-
tracted 4.2 tonnes of net in-
flows despite global outflows. 

“These trends reinforce 
gold’s growing appeal not 
only as a traditional store of 
wealth but also as a strate-
gic investment that provides 
stability and diversification 
in an increasingly uncertain 
economic environment.

Markets rally for 2nd day on 
blue-chip rally, FII inflows

MUMBAI:Benchmark eq-
uity indices Sensex and Nifty 
ended higher on Thursday, 
driven by a rally in blue-chip 
stocks Reliance Industries, 
HDFC Bank and foreign 
fund inflows. 

In a volatile session, the 
30-share BSE Sensex ended 
273.55 points, or 0.35 per 
cent, higher at 77,928.15, 
helped by fag-end buying. 
During the day, it hit a high 
of 78,007.09 and a low of 
77,440.91, gyrating 566.18 
points. The 50-share NSE 
Nifty advanced by 66.95 
points, or 0.28 per cent, to 
end at 24,317.15. 

From the Sensex pack, 
Maruti Suzuki, Mahindra 
& Mahindra, Reliance In-
dustries, State Bank of In-
dia, HDFC Bank and Power 
Grid were among the major 
winners. Adani Ports, Inter-
Globe Aviation, Bajaj Finserv 
and Bharat Electronics were 

among the laggards. Foreign 
Institutional Investors (FIIs) 
bought equities worth Rs 
2,981.87 crore on Wednes-
day, according to exchange 
data. 

"The Fed's decision to 
maintain the status quo on 
rates was largely anticipated, 
but hawkishness remained 
due to continued emphasis 
on inflation control. A sharp 
uptick in US bond yields sig-
nalled growing pressure for a 
possible rate hike in the near 
future, keeping global inves-
tors on edge, while renewed 
crude oil volatility amid West 
Asian tensions added to ex-

ternal uncertainty," Vinod 
Nair, Head of Research, Geo-
jit Investments Ltd, said. 

As a result, domestic eq-
uities stayed range-bound 
with sharp intraday swings, 
as investors weighed global 
headwinds against resilient 
domestic fundamentals, he 
said. "Nonetheless, strength-
ening FII inflows, a firmer 
rupee, and encouraging 
Q1FY27 supported senti-
ment, prompting investors to 
treat dips as selective buying 
opportunities," Nair added. 

"Markets traded in a vola-
tile yet narrow range and 
settled marginally higher 
amid mixed cues. Sentiment 
remained mixed as the US 
Fed kept rates unchanged but 
signaled a hawkish stance, 
boosting rate hike expecta-
tions later this year. Further, 
Brent crude nearing the $90 
mark with renewed geopo-
litical concerns kept markets 

on edge," Ajit Mishra,  SVP, 
Research, Religare Broking 
Ltd, said. However, stabil-
ity in the rupee and stock-
specific buying across sectors 
due to the ongoing earnings 
season outcomes continue 
to support the recovery, he 
added. 

The BSE SmallCap Select 
index dipped 0.66 per cent 
and the MidCap Select index 
edged lower by 0.36 per cent. 
Among sectors, Auto climbed 
1.58 per cent, Energy 0.73 per 
cent, Consumer Discretion-
ary 0.48 per cent, Oil & Gas 
0.38 per cent, Top 10 Banks 
0.20 per cent, Metal 0.17 per 
cent and Consumer Durables 
0.13 per cent. Realty declined 
2.10 per cent, Services 1.14 
per cent, MidSmall Private 
Banks Quality Tilt 0.82 per 
cent, Insurance 0.69 per cent, 
Capital Goods 0.61 per cent, 
Industrials 0.42 per cent and 
Commodities 0.39 per cent.

Vivo Ignite garners 
over 38,000 
registrations
Hans Business 

Hyderabad

Vivo India announced 
that vivo Ignite 2026, its 
flagship nationwide inno-
vation initiative for school 
students, has received 
over 38,000 registrations. 
This year’s edition wit-
nessed registrations from 
more than 12,000 schools 
across 705 districts and 
over 4,500 cities.  Students 
from Grades 8-12 submit-
ted more than 6,100 ideas, 
applying technology to 
address challenges across 
themes aligned with the 
United Nations Sustain-
able Development Goals 
(UN SDGs). Compared to 
the previous edition, vivo 
Ignite expanded its na-
tional footprint from over 
9,000 schools across 668 
districts and more than 
3,000 cities to more than 
12,000 schools across 705 
districts and more than 
4,500 cities.

iQoo Z11 Lite 
goes on sale 

Hans Business 
Hyderabad

SMARTPHONE brand 
iQoo, has announced that 
its recently launched iQoo 
Z11 Lite is available for 
sale on Amazon.in and the 
iQOO e-store,select vivo 
exclusive stores and major 
retail stores from Thursday. 
The Z11 Lite is available in 
three storage variants, 4GB 
+ 128GB, 6GB + 128GB, 
and 6GB + 256GB. It is 
available in two colour op-
tions, Midnight Blue and 
Solar Flame.  The device is 
powered by the MediaTek 
Dimensity 6300, it also fea-
tures the segment’s bright-
est 6.74-inch 120Hz display 
with up to 1200 nits bright-
ness, for an immersive view-
ing and audio experience. It 
packs a 6500mAh BlueVolt 
Battery paired with 44W 
FlashCharge. It also comes 
with IP65 dust and water 
resistance, Swiss SGS Five-
Star Drop Resistance, Mil-
itary-Grade durability, and 
an AirSpring technology 
drop-resistant protective 
case for enhanced reliability.

Sid’s Farm raises 
`81-cr in Pre-Series 

B Funding round
Hans Business 

Hyderabad

SID’S Farm, a D2C brand 
in the dairy and foods seg-
ment, announced that it 
raisedthe capital of over 
Rs81 crorein its Pre-Series 
B funding round. The lat-
est round saw participation 
from major investors in-
cluding, Omnivore, NSFO, 
Dodla Dairy, Next Bharat 
Ventures, and LIO along 
with a consortium of other 
investors.

Dr.Kishore Induku-
ri, Founder, Sid's Farm, 
said:"Modern Indian con-
sumers are extremely qual-
ity conscious and demand 
transparency, quality and 
safety in the food they and 
their families consume. 
This investment is a vote 
of confidence by our part-
ners in our long-term vi-
sion of establishing India's 
most trusted dairy brand 

that embodies safety as an 
inseparable ingredient of 
our products at every step 
of the value chain — from 
the farm to the family's 
doorstep."  The company-
will deploy the fresh capital 
for strengthening its supply 
chain along with expan-
sion of its manufacturing 
and distribution capabili-
ties. Sid’s Farm will also be 
investing in product in-
novation, bolstering and 
reinforcing its partnership 
with the farmers along with 
accelerating its expansion 
into virgin territories.

According to the com-
pany: “Sid’s Farm has dif-
ferentiated itself by adopt-
ing a scientific approach to 
food safety, wherein each 
batch is subjected to testing 
across more than 45 quality 
and safety parameters, with 
more than 10,000 quality 
tests conducted on a daily 
basis.”

Centre launches first sovereign-backed 
maritime P&I insurance

New Delhi

THE Department of Fi-
nancial Services (DFS) on 
Thursday launched India's 
first sovereign-backed Pro-
tection and Indemnity (P&I) 
insurance product under the 
Bharat Maritime Insurance 
Pool (BMIP), a move aimed 
at strengthening the coun-
try's maritime risk manage-
ment framework, reducing 
dependence on foreign 
insurers and boosting 
self-reliance in specialised 
marine insurance. 

As part of the launch, 
the DFS Secretary handed 
over the first PI insurance 
policy issued under BMIP 
by The New India Assurance 
Company to the Shipping 
Corporation of India Ltd.

The policy provides finan-
cial protection against third-
party liabilities, including 
crew and cargo claims, 
pollution liability and wreck 
removal, while also offering 
access to a 24x7 global port 
correspondent network.

The insurance cover 
provides an indemnity limit 

of up to $1.5 billion through 
the combined underwriting 
capacity of the insurance 
pool.

The government said the 
launch marks a significant 
milestone for India's mari-
time sector by expanding 
the scope of the Bharat 
Maritime Insurance Pool 
beyond war-risk cover-
age to include Protection 
and Indemnity insurance, 
thereby strengthening the 
country's maritime insur-
ance ecosystem.

The BMIP, operational 
since May 12, 2026, under 
a sovereign guarantee, 
was established to ensure 
uninterrupted availability of 
maritime war-risk insur-
ance for Indian shipping 
stakeholders during periods 
of geopolitical uncertainty.

According to the Depart-
ment of Financial Ser-
vices, the pool has witnessed 
strong market acceptance 
since its launch and has 
successfully achieved its 
objective of providing unin-
terrupted war-risk insurance 
capacity.

The introduction of BMIP 
has also helped reduce war-
risk insurance premiums 
by around 35-40 per cent 
compared with the peak 
levels witnessed during the 
West Asia conflict.

As of July 29, 2026, the 
pool had issued 1,608 poli-
cies covering cargo war-risk 
and hull war-risk insurance.

The government said the 
addition of P&I coverage 
would further enhance 
India's maritime risk 
management capabilities 
by broadening domestic 
underwriting capacity and 
improving the resilience of 
the country's marine insur-
ance sector.

Officials said the initiative 
aligns with the government's 
broader vision of ‘Atmanirb-
har Bharat’ by building 
indigenous capabilities in 
specialised insurance prod-
ucts, reducing reliance on 
overseas insurance markets 
and ensuring that a greater 
share of value generated 
from India's maritime trade 
remains within the domestic 
economy.

Olectra becomes first in India 
to deploy 4,000 electric buses

Hans Business 
Hyderabad

OLECTRA Greentech Limited 

has become the first company 
in the country to deploy 4,000 
electric buses on Indian 
roads, marking a significant 
milestone in India’s transition 
towards sustainable public 
transportation.
The company achieved the 
milestone with the symbolic 
handover of its 4,000th elec-

tric bus to Himachal Pradesh 
Chief Minister Sukhvinder 
Singh Sukhu during the 
flagging off of 297 Olectra 

electric buses inducted into 
the Himachal Road Transport 
Corporation (HRTC) fleet. 
Deputy Chief Minister Mukesh 
Agnihotri, senior officials of the 
State government, HRTC and 
Olectra were present on the 
occasion.
With electric buses operating 
across several States and 
cities, Olectra has emerged 
as India’s leading electric bus 
manufacturer. The company 
said its buses are transporting 
millions of passengers while 
offering reliable performance, 
lower operating costs and 
significant environmental 
benefits.

Olectra team handing over company’s 4,000th electric bus 
to Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu 
during the flagging off of 297 Olectra electric buses inducted 
into the Himachal Road Transport Corporation (HRTC) fleet

Tata Steel Q1 profit up 
19% at `2,385 cr; board 

approves `33,873 cr  
for NINL expansion

NEW DELHI: Tata Steel 
on Thursday reported a 19 
per cent year-on-year rise 
in consolidated net profit 
to Rs 2,385.24 crore in the 
June quarter on account of 
growth in revenues from In-
dia operations.

It had posted a net profit 
of Rs 2,007.36 crore in the 
first quarter of the preceding 
financial year, the company 
said in an exchange filing.

Total income rose to Rs 
61,026.97 crore in Q1 FY27 
from Rs 53,466.79 crore in 
the same quarter a year ago.

The company’s board also 
approved the core project of 
steelmaking capacity expan-
sion by 4.8 MTPA in NINL 
for an estimated capex of Rs 
33,873 crore.

This will enable Tata Steel 
to further expand its long 
products portfolio, especial-
ly in the retail space where 
the company's branded 
products are in high de-
mand.

NINL is currently going 
through the process of amal-
gamation into Tata Steel Ltd.



Is Chiranjeevi planning a 
birthday surprise for his fans?

T
hough Vishwambhara, the 
latest Telugu film of the 
Megastar Chiranjeevi was 

one of the most anticipated mov-
ies, there hasn't been an update 
about this flick in quite some time. 
However, it is now being reported 
that the makers have planned a 
birthday surprise as his birthday 

falls on the release window for 
the film.

Interestingly, Vishwamb-
hara was set to release prior 
to Mana Shankara Vara 
Prasad Garu, which not 
only released first but also turned out to be a phenomenal 
hit at the box office.

However, it seems that the wait for Vishwambhara 
might just end on August 22 which happens to be Chi-
ranjeevi's birthday.

As per the latest rumors doing rounds, makers of the 
flick have reportedly locked the first week of October 
2026 for the film's release as a birthday surprise for the 
fans.

Furthermore, the team has been working on the 
film's VFX so that movie lovers can experience best 
visual treat. Although the film's release date hasn't been 
officially confirmed by the producers yet, the film has 
been postponed multiple times.

The fantasy entertainer that stars Trisha and is di-
rected by Mallidi Vasishta. Aashika Ranganath, Ramya 
Pasupuleti, Esha Chawla, and Ashrita Vemuganti Nan-
duri are also a part of the star cast. The music of the film 
has been composed by MM Keeravani.

For now, the fans would have to wait till August 22, 
2026 to know if Chiranjeevi's birthday will truly turn out 
to be a surprise for the viewers who have been waiting 
for Vishwambhara to hit the screens for a long time now.

T
he much-awaited trailer for the 
mythological drama Ramayana 
has finally arrived. It has lived 

up to the high expectations with 
grandeur and has set to give the 
audiences a sneak peek into the larger 

than life project that promises to be 
one of the best in India.

This four-minutes long trailer gives 
a glimpse into the movie directed 
by Nitesh Tiwari, which introduces 
its lead characters through various 
action-filled sequences on a royal, 
larger than life scale.

Ranbir Kapoor as Lord Rama, Sai 
Pallavi as Sita and Yash as Ravana 
managed to steal the show with 
their respective performances. Yash 
dominates the first half of the trailer 
with a compelling and powerful 
presence, while Ranbir seems to be a 
true embodiment of Lord Rama and 
Sai Pallavi complements him well.

As the trailer progresses and 
eventually reveals more of the story, it 
manages to keep its focus on the epic 
love story between the two legendary 
characters before showcasing a fierce 
battle between the two sides. It has to 
be said that the technical excellence of 
the movie is truly worth appreciating 
as grand depictions of Ayodhya and 
Lanka, battle scenes, special effects, 
and creative concept art, among 
others, are some of the most engaging 
things about it.

Not to forget that the background 

score by Hans Zimmer and AR 
Rahman makes the action-packed 
and emotional scenes even better. 
Produced by Namit Malhotra and 
co-produced by Yash under Monster 
Mind Creations, Ramayana is set 
to release globally on Diwali 2026 
in various languages. Based on the 
spectacular trailer, it haws a great 
possibility of being the talk 
of the town and a truly 
epic production that 
could become one 
of the biggest hits 
in recent years.

Nitesh Tiwari’s Ramayana  
trailer: Ranbir Kapoor, Yash  

& Sai Pallavi deliver big
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D
espite long gaps in between, 
the trend of two-part films 
is all set to gain even more 

ground in Telugu entertainment. 
It seems that filmmakers are now 
taking to two sequels in a row 
business very seriously, despite box 
office failures of some of the recent 
releases. From the Baahubali led 
boom, filmmakers have realized that 
big budget films call for a bigger 
narrative that needs more than one 

movie to complete the story.
The trend started with Rajamou-

li’s Baahubali, which broke the glass 
ceiling and set the ball rolling for 
the rest of the filmmakers who saw 
opportunity in capitalizing on the 
massive content, world building 
and the power of a larger than life 
narrative that can only be captured 
in two films.

Ever since its release, Baahubali 
has been inspiring many, as evident 
with the current slew of two-part 
films being made at the moment.

Jr NTR’s Dragon, which is being 
made on an international scale by 
Prashanth Neel, is all set to be a 
two-part film, with the director say-
ing he would need two films to do 
justice to the scale of his film. The 
same is being speculated for Allu 
Arjun’s Raaka as well, which is being 
directed by Atlee. Though noth-
ing has been confirmed yet, Ram 
Charan’s RC17 along with Sukumar 
is also said to be going the two-part 
way.

In fact, the team is said to be 

planning to release the two films 
like Dhurandhar, with barely a gap 
of four to five months in between. 
That way, there won’t be an agoniz-
ing wait for the audiences, which 
would keep their interest alive for 
the second part while keeping the 
first part’s magic alive.

With so many big budgeted films 
going the sequel route, it would 
be interesting to see if the trend 
continues in future, with either 
long awaited parts or entirely new 
projects.

Despite long gaps, Telugu stars bet on sequelsDespite long gaps, Telugu stars bet on sequels
Tollywood’s two-part film trend gaining momentum

V
arun Tej has once 
again proved that 
his fan following is 

not just limited to his acting 
skills as he comes to the aid 
of one of his loyal fans who 
was diagnosed with a severe 
medical condition. The 
actor’s good gesture has left 
fans and well-wishers really 
touched.

It was recently reported 
that Suresh Patil, the Ana-
tapur district president of 
Chiranjeevi Yuvaratna and 
Gutti town president of Jana 
Sena Party, was diagnosed 
with a brain tumor. The ac-
tor immediately sprung into 
action to help Suresh get the 
best treatment possible.

With the help of his 
mother, Padmaja, the actor 
has taken personal charge 
of making sure the medical 
costs are paid for and even 

looked after the patient and 
his family at the hospital. 
From arranging for the doc-
tors to get better treatment 
and looking after his needs 
till he recovers, the actor 
went out of his way to help 
the fan.

In addition to covering all 
the medical expenses, the ac-

tor has also been in constant 
touch with the doctors till 
the point Suresh was dis-
charged from the hospital.

It has also been reported 
that this is not the first time 
the actor has gone out of his 
way to help a fan. Recently, 
he also helped the fans from 
the Anantapur region who 

lost a close companion in an 
accident by giving gener-
ously to his family.

It appears that Varun Tej 
continues to follow in his 
family’s footsteps by helping 
people around him. This re-
cent gesture has only helped 
improve his already existing 
fan following.

Varun Tej saves loyal fan battling tumor

R
eputed Vinod Film Academy (VFA) has received the “Best Acting School in Hy-
derabad” award at the recently held Kodi Ramakrishna Awards 2026 for nurtur-
ing young talents and promoting good acting skills in the Telugu film industry.

Andhra Pradesh Deputy Speaker Raghu Rama Krishna Raju, senior actor Suman, 
producer Ambika Krishna and veteran producer Thummalapalli Rama Satyanaraya-

na presented the awards to the Vinod Film Academy.
The felicitation ceremony was held in the presence of a galaxy of film person-

alities who graced the event.
Vinod Film Academy founder and actor Vinod Nuvvula expressed his 

delight over receiving the esteemed Kodi Ramakrishna Award and said that 
it was an actor’s dream come true. “This is one of the best days of my life, 
actually, and I felt very happy. This award is named after a great legendary 
filmmaker Kodi Ramakrishna, so this is one big blessing from our well-
wishers, students who dedicate their lives to the film industry and the 
organisers, and I extend my heartfelt gratitude to them,” he said.

Meanwhile, actor and Vinod Film Academy founder Vinod Nuvvula 
thanked the students for putting their trust and faith in the institu-
tion. “The confidence they have placed in this institution by giving us 
their opportunity is overwhelming. We will make them successful and 

famous so that they can promote the Telugu film industry,” he added.

VFA gets honoured 
at Kodi Ramakrishna 

Awards 2026

Shraddha Shraddha 
Kapoor stuns in Kapoor stuns in 

minimalist lookminimalist look
Bollywood actress Shraddha Kapoor once again made her fans go crazy 

after sharing the latest clicks on her social media site. As per her usual 
attitude, the actress shared some of the best pictures of hers by keeping 
the looks simple but elegant. Shraddha Kapoor was seen wearing a 
beige knit sleeveless dress with minimal yet elegant gold adorn-
ments in the picture. She kept her hair in wavy style and her 
bold eye makeup caught everyone’s attention.

A minimalistic yet elegant look along with minimal 
makeup and a dazzling smile in monochrome stole the 
hearts of her fans. Kapoor was looking gorgeous in 
her minimalistic outfit as she continues to flaunt her 
regular style statement.

Her fans were crazy about the latest click as they 
showered her with love and appreciation in the com-
ment section.

They called her the most beautiful Bollywood 
actress and liked her minimalistic makeup and beau-
tiful smile along with the minimalistic yet elegant 
look she was seen in the picture. They found Shrad-
dha Kapoor looking gorgeous in the golden accessories 
and liked her minimalistic makeup that complemented her 
cuteness.

Shraddha Kapoor keeps her fans updated with all the latest happenings in her life 
through her frequent social media posts, where the actress keeps her near and dear 
ones posted about her lifestyle, work, and other relevant updates in her life.  She was 
seen recently updating her fans with the pictures of her minimalistic looks and style 
statement.


