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THE YSRCP raised alleged 
irregularities in the Andhra 
Pradesh DSC-2025 teacher 
recruitment in the Rajya 
Sabha on Thursday, with 
YSR Congress Parliamen-
tary Party leader and Rajya 
Sabha MP Y V Subba Reddy 
demanded resignation of 
IT and HRD minister Nara 
Lokesh and called for the 
anti-paper leak legislation 
to be expanded to cover 
all State-level recruitment 
examinations.

Participating in the debate 
on the Anti-Paper Leak 
Bill, Subba Reddy extended 
the YSRCP’s support to the 
proposed legislation but 
argued that it should not be 
confined to examinations 
conducted by the UPSC, SSC 
and National Testing Agency 

(NTA). Alleging large-scale 
irregularities in the DSC-
2025 recruitment process, he 

claimed that teacher posts 
were sold, the selection 
process was manipulated 

and the examination paper 
was leaked. “Just as the 
Union Education Minis-
ter resigned by accepting 
moral responsibility, Andhra 
Pradesh education minister 
Nara Lokesh should also step 
down over the DSC scam,” 
he demanded.

The YSRCP leader urged 
the Centre to bring examina-
tions conducted by State 
agencies, including APPSC, 
DSC and APEAPCET, 
under the proposed law 
to strengthen the integrity 
of recruitment and restore 
public confidence in the 
examination system. 

He also alleged that 
coaching-centre mafias 
were playing a major role in 
examination paper leaks and 
called for stringent action 
against them.

Raising broader concerns 
over education policy, Subba 

Reddy said students studying 
under the CBSE syllabus en-
joy a competitive advantage 
in NEET compared to those 
following State syllabi. He 
claimed that the previous YS 
Jagan Mohan Reddy govern-
ment had introduced CBSE 
in government schools, 
modernised public educa-
tion and improved infra-
structure, but alleged that 
5.5 lakh students have left 
government schools under 
the present administration.

He further alleged that 
while the previous YSRCP 
government established 
government medical colleges 
to make medical education 
affordable for poor students, 
the present NDA coalition 
government is moving to-
wards privatisation, making 
medical education increas-
ingly inaccessible to eco-
nomically weaker sections.
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APCC chief Y S Sharmila on 
Thursday alleged that more 
than 16,000 schools are func-
tioning only with a single 
teacher in the state, observing 
that Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Chief Minister N 
Chandrababu Naidu “all talk 
and no action.” 

Calling the single-teacher 
schools the true “report card” 
of the TDP-led NDA govern-
ment in the southern state, 
Sharmila accused the NDA 
governments at the Centre and 
the state of talking “endlessly 
building castles in the air.”  
“16,357 schools in Andhra 

Pradesh are running with a 
single teacher! This is the true 
report card of the NDA gov-
ernments at the Centre and in 
the State. While these govern-
ments talk endlessly building 
castles in the air; thousands 

Over 16,000 schools in AP have 
only one teacher: Sharmila

of children are denied even 
the most basic requirement 
of a teacher in every class-
room!” Sharmila said in a 
post on ‘X’. 

Naidu claims to have a 
special relationship with 
the prime minister, she 
said, adding, if that is so, 
why has Andhra Pradesh 
not secured even the mini-
mum support needed to 
ensure adequate teachers 
in our government schools? 
A government that cannot 
provide a teacher for every 
school has no moral right 
to speak about building 
the future, she said. Chil-
dren need teachers, not 
headlines, said Sharmila, 
observing that Andhra 
Pradesh deserves justice, 
not excuses. 

Meanwhile, there was no 
immediate reaction from 
the TDP.
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THE state government 
has constituted a state-
level committee to 
select teachers for the 
prestigious State Teachers’ 
Awards-2026. School 
education department 
secretary Kona Sasidhar 
issued GO Rt No 129 on 
Thursday, constituting the 
committee for the annual 
awards that recognise 
educators for their 
outstanding contribution 
to school education and 
academic excellence. 
According to the 
government order, the 
committee has been 
constituted following a 
proposal submitted by 
the director of school 
education and after 
careful examination 
by the government. 
The panel will oversee 
the selection process 

and finalise the list of 
awardees within the 
prescribed quota for 
the 2026 State Teachers’ 
Awards. 
The committee will be 
chaired by minister 
for HRD Nara Lokesh. 
The secretary to the 
government, school 
education, will serve as 
the vice-chairman, while 
the director of school 
education will function as 
the convener.  
Other members include 
the director of AP State 
Council of Educational 
Research and Training 
and noted educationist 
and former MLC Ramu 
Surya Rao (RSR Master). 
The government has 
directed the director of 
school education to take 
the necessary follow-up 
action for conducting 
the selection process 
in accordance with the 
prescribed guidelines.

Committee to be headed by HRD minister Lokesh; 
director of school education to serve as convener
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LANKA Dinakar, chair-
man of the Twenty Points 
Programme (Viksit Bharat–
Swarna Andhra Pradesh) 
Implementation, welcomed 
the passage of the National 
Honour (Amendment) Bill, 
2026 and the Public Exami-
nations (Prevention of Un-
fair Means) Amendment 
Bill, 2026 in the Lok Sabha, 
calling them significant re-
forms under the leadership 
of Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi.

He said the National 
Honour Bill, which seeks 
to promote the complete 
rendition of ‘Vande Ma-
taram’ and extend it legal 
protection similar to the 
National Anthem, is a fit-
ting tribute to its author, 
Bankim Chandra Chatto-
padhyay. He also praised 
the examination reform 
legislation for introducing 
stricter measures to curb 
malpractice and safeguard 
students’ interests. Dinakar 
criticised the Congress, al-
leging it failed to engage 
constructively during the 

debate on the legislation. Refer-
ring to recent protests, he said 
those responsible for violence 
or unlawful acts should face le-
gal action, emphasising that the 

Constitution guarantees equality 
before the law. He also dismissed 
allegations made by CJP leader 
Abhijit against the BJP as base-
less and politically motivated.

Passage of National Honour Bill in LS hailed
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IN a move to enhance con-
venience for devotees visit-
ing the famous Sri Durga 
Malleswara Swamy Varla 
Devasthanam atop Indra-
keeladri in Vijayawada, 
Temple Executive Officer 
and Special Grade Deputy 
Collector VK Seena Naik 
has announced a series of 
infrastructure and admin-
istrative measures aimed 
at ensuring hassle-free par-
ticipation in various pujas 
and rituals.

During an inspection 
of the temple premises on 
Thursday, the EO, accom-
panied by senior officials, 
reviewed the movement of 
devotees and observed that 
pilgrims faced difficulties 
in reaching the puja man-
dapams during peak rush 
hours. To address the issue, 
he directed officials to cre-
ate a dedicated queue line 
for devotees participating 
in special pujas.

Under the new arrange-
ment, devotees attending 

pujas and archanas will 
no longer have to pass 
through the main sanctum 
queue. Instead, they will 
be guided through a sepa-
rate route starting from 
the Lakshmi Ganapathi 
Temple and proceeding via 
the Subrahmanya Swamy 
Temple directly to the puja 
venues.

To further improve 
crowd management, the 
EO instructed officials to 
construct a new access 

ramp and widen the exist-
ing exit passage, enabling 
smoother movement of 
devotees and reducing 
congestion within the tem-
ple premises.

Temple Assistant Execu-
tive Officer Ramesh, Ex-
ecutive Engineer L Rama, 
Deputy Executive Engi-
neer Ashok Kumar, Stha-
nacharya V Shivaprasad 
Sharma, and other temple 
officials accompanied the 
EO during the inspection.

Dedicated queue, new ramp for devotees

Temple Executive Officer VK Seena Naik inspecting 
the newly proposed route for devotees at the Sri Durga 
Malleswara Swamy Varla Devasthanam atop Indrakeeladri 
in Vijayawada on Thursday
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DISTRICT collector CM 
Sai Kanth Varma urged 
the farmers to turn El 
Nino crisis and challenges 
into opportunities. He 
along with Irrigation 
Superintendent Engineer 
Venkataratnam addressed 
the media at the 
Collectorate on Thursday. 
He advised the farmers 
to shift towards nature 
farming and cultivate 
alternative crops instead 
of paddy and enrol in the 
crop insurance scheme. 
He said that anticipated 
reduction in rainfall 
due to El Nino calls for 

change in agricultural 
practices. He further said 
that nature farming helps 
to conserve soil fertility 
and reduces cultivation 
costs and enables the 
farmers to achieve long 

term sustainability. He 
urged the farmers not to 
depend on traditional 
paddy cultivation under 
low rainfall conditions. 
He urged the farmers to 
enrol in crop insurances 
to face adverse climatic 
conditions and added that 
crop insurance provides 
financial security against 
losses due to drought and 
other adverse climatic 
conditions. He said that 
the district administration 
will provide all the 
necessary cooperation and 
support to the farmers. 

Guntur district 
agriculture officer 
Padmavati was also 
present.

Shift towards nature farming: Collector

Collector CM Sai Kanth 
Varma addressing the 
media in Guntur on 

Thursday


