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Global experts launch 2K sq m 
farming model in Guntur

Hans News Service 
Vijayawada

EVERY student should 
learn natural farming as 
food, nutrition and health 
are the foundation of a sus-
tainable future, said Jordan 
Jasper of the Foundation on 
Future Farming, Germany, 
while interacting with stu-
dents at Kornepadu High 
School in Guntur district 
on Friday. He stressed that 
shrinking cultivable land 
across the world makes it 
essential for the younger 
generation to acquire prac-
tical knowledge of sustain-
able agriculture.

Launching the interna-
tionally acclaimed 2,000 
Square Metre Model at the 
school, Jasper explained 
that a scientifically planned 
2,000 sq. m. farm can en-
sure food and nutrition 
security for an entire fam-
ily. He encouraged students 
to nurture their talents 
while considering agricul-
ture as a meaningful and  
rewarding career. 

An international delega-
tion comprising Wanjama 
Njoroge Daniel, coordina-
tor of Seed Saver Network-

Kenya, farmers Oddah Fri-
day Ochomo and Zipporah 
Nyambura Kuria, John Ka-
riuki Mwangi, head of Slow 
Food Kenya, and Jordan 
Jasper participated in the 
launch of the pilot demon-
stration. The programme 
began with the planting of 
saplings by the delegates, 
students and teachers.

Through the Global 
Farming School ini-
tiative, the experts high-
lighted the importance of 
natural farming, healthy 
food systems, biodiver-
sity conservation and seed  
preservation. 

They expressed confi-
dence that students would 
emerge as ambassadors of 
sustainable agriculture and 
inspire future generations.Y 

Sudhakar, Senior Thematic 
Lead (Academy), Rythu 
Sadhikara Samstha, said 
successful implementation 
of the 2,000 sq. m. model 
could bring international 
recognition to both the 
school and its students.

The programme was at-
tended by Edlapalli Ven-
kateswara Rao of the Rythu 
Nestham Foundation, T. 
Rajakumari, District Pro-
ject Manager, Guntur, 
the headmaster, teachers, 
farmers, natural farming 
personnel and other digni-
taries. The event concluded 
with a call for collective 
efforts to promote food se-
curity, environmental con-
servation and sustainable 
agriculture through active 
student participation.

l	German expert Jordan Jasper urges students to learn natural farming as 

foundation for food, nutrition and health; shrinking cultivable land makes 

sustainable agriculture vital 

l	Global Farming School’s 2,000 sq m model farm introduced at Kornepadu 

High School to demonstrate family-level food security; Delegates from 

Kenya join launch

Jordan Jasper of the Foundation on Future Farming, 

Germany, addressing students at Kornipadu high school 

in Guntur district on Friday 

Amaravati’s UG utility  
network sets new benchmark 

for urban infrastructure
Hans News Service

Amaravati

WHILE roads are the most visible symbol 
of urban development, the true strength 
of a modern city lies beneath them. Am-
aravati, Andhra Pradesh’s Greenfield capi-
tal, is setting a new benchmark in urban 
planning by integrating underground util-
ity infrastructure with road construction 
from the outset.

Unlike conventional cities where utili-
ties are laid in phases, often leading to 
repeated road cutting and traffic disrup-
tions, Amaravati has adopted a coordinat-
ed engineering model featuring dedicated 
Underground Utility Corridors. These 
corridors accommodate power cables, 
fibre-optic communication ducts, potable 
and recycled water pipelines, sewerage 
networks, stormwater drains, fire hydrant 
pipelines and provisions for future gas 
networks within a single infrastructure 
framework.

The capital’s planned road network 
spans over 1,670 kilometres, including 
major arterial, arterial, sub-arterial, col-
lector and internal roads. Wide road cor-
ridors provide sufficient space for under-

ground utilities alongside carriageways, 
footpaths and cycling tracks, ensuring 
seamless maintenance without damaging 
road surfaces.

A key feature is Amaravati’s dual water 
supply system, with separate pipelines for 
drinking water and recycled water used 
for landscaping and other non-potable 
purposes, promoting water conservation. 
Independent stormwater and sewerage 
networks further enhance drainage ef-
ficiency and reduce flooding risks during 
monsoons.

The underground corridors also sup-
port Smart City infrastructure, including 
adaptive LED street lighting, intelligent 
traffic management systems, public Wi-Fi, 
smart bus stops, environmental sensors 
and digital communication networks.

Implemented through integrated infra-
structure packages and the Hybrid An-
nuity Model, Amaravati’s approach com-
bines roads, bridges and utility services 
under unified engineering contracts. By 
planning essential services before urban 
expansion, Amaravati is creating resilient, 
sustainable and future-ready infrastruc-
ture that minimizes maintenance costs 
and supports long-term urban growth.

EV drive ups commercial vehicle 
registrations by 33%

Hans News Service  
Amaravati

A sharp rise in 
commercial vehicle 
registrations, driven 
largely by growing 
adoption of electric 
vehicles (EVs), came 
up for discussion 
during the Cabinet 
meeting on Friday, 
with Chief Minister N 
Chandrababu Naidu 
enquiring about the 
significant increase 
with transport minister 
Mandipalli Ramprasad 
Reddy.

Responding to the 
Chief Minister’s query, 
the minister said 
registrations of new 
commercial vehicles 
increased from 33,234 to 
44,212 during the April–
June quarter, reflecting 
a growth of nearly 
33 per cent over the 
corresponding period.

The minister attributed 
the surge to the state’s 
EV-friendly policies. 
He said government 
incentives, increasing 
public awareness 
about environmentally 
sustainable transport 
and fluctuations in 
diesel and petrol prices 
have accelerated the 
shift towards electric 
commercial vehicles.

He informed the 
Cabinet that Andhra 
Pradesh’s transport 
sector is witnessing 
positive changes as a 
result of the government’s 
development-oriented 
and investor-friendly 
policies, with the EV 
segment emerging as 
a major growth driver 
in commercial vehicle 
registrations.

He said the 
government would 
continue promoting 
electric mobility through 
supportive policies and 
incentives, with the 
objective of accelerating 
the transition towards 
sustainable and 
environmentally friendly 
transportation across  
the state.

l	CM seeks details from transport minister in 

Cabinet meet

l	Ramprasad Reddy credits EV incentives, 

policy support and rising demand for 

sustainable transport


