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l	German expert Jordan Jasper urges 

students to learn natural farming as 

foundation for food, nutrition and 

health; shrinking cultivable land makes 

sustainable agriculture vital 

l	Global Farming School’s 2,000 sq m 

model farm introduced at  

Kornepadu High School to  

demonstrate family-level food security; 

delegates from Kenya join launch

Hans News Service 
Vijayawada

EVERY student should learn 
natural farming as food, nu-
trition and health are the 
foundation of a sustainable 
future, said Jordan Jasper of 
the Foundation on Future 
Farming, Germany, while 
interacting with students at 
Kornepadu High School in 
Guntur district on Friday. 
He stressed that shrinking 
cultivable land across the 
world makes it essential for 
the younger generation to ac-
quire practical knowledge of 
sustainable agriculture.

Launching the internation-
ally acclaimed 2,000 Square 
Metre Model at the school, 
Jasper explained that a scien-
tifically planned 2,000 sq. m. 
farm can ensure food and nu-
trition security for an entire 
family. He encouraged stu-

dents to nurture their talents 
while considering agriculture 
as a meaningful and reward-
ing career.

An international delega-
tion comprising Wanjama 
Njoroge Daniel, coordinator 
of Seed Saver Network-Ken-
ya, farmers Oddah Friday 
Ochomo and Zipporah Ny-
ambura Kuria, John Kariuki 
Mwangi, head of Slow Food 
Kenya, and Jordan Jasper 
participated in the launch of 
the pilot demonstration. The 
programme began with the 
planting of saplings by the 
delegates, students and teach-
ers.

Through the Global Farm-
ing School initiative, the 
experts highlighted the im-
portance of natural farm-
ing, healthy food systems, 
biodiversity conservation 
and seed preservation. They 
expressed confidence that 

students would emerge as 
ambassadors of sustainable 
agriculture and inspire future 
generations.

Y Sudhakar, Senior The-
matic Lead (Academy), 
Rythu Sadhikara Samstha, 
said successful implementa-
tion of the 2,000 sq. m. model 

could bring international rec-
ognition to both the school 
and its students.

The programme was at-
tended by Edlapalli Ven-
kateswara Rao of the Rythu 
Nestham Foundation, T. 
Rajakumari, District Project 
Manager, Guntur, the head-

master, teachers, farmers, 
natural farming personnel 
and other dignitaries. The 
event concluded with a call 
for collective efforts to pro-
mote food security, environ-
mental conservation and sus-
tainable agriculture through 
active student participation.

Global experts launch 2,000 sq m farming model in Guntur

Jordan Jasper of the Foundation on Future Farming, Germany, addressing the students at 

Kornipadu high school in Guntur district on Friday

Hans News Service 
Anantapur

AGRICULTURAL scientists and 
experts have urged immediate 
drought preparedness measures 
for farmers in Anantapur and Sri 
Sathya Sai districts to mitigate the 
expected impact of El Niño this 
season.

Speaking at a one-day conference 
organised by AF Ecology Centre 
(AFEC) here on Friday, partici-
pants stressed the need for climate-
resilient agriculture and coordinat-
ed action against erratic weather. 
In his keynote address, Dr Bandi 
Venkateswarlu, former Director of 
ICAR-CRIDA, warned of below-
normal rainfall and prolonged dry 
spells during southwest monsoon. 
He called for timely government 
support and adoption of resilient 
farming practices to minimise crop 
losses.

The conference recommended 
crop diversification with a mix of 
long-, medium and short-duration 

varieties, shifting to drought-toler-
ant crops like millets, horse gram, 
green gram, and black gram when 
sowing is delayed. Experts also 
highlighted protective irrigation 
for orchards and integrated farming 
systems, including soil-water con-
servation and rainwater harvesting. 

AFEC Director YV Malla Reddy 
emphasised community-based pre-
paredness and stronger collabora-
tion among institutions. Recom-
mendations will be submitted to the 
State government, alongside aware-
ness programmes.

Experts addressing a conference 

on the impact of El Nino on 

Anantapur region on Friday 

Experts urge drought preparedness as  
El Nino threatens Anantapur region

Govt opens talks with 
employee unions

Amaravati

THE state government has initi-
ated formal discussions with 
employee unions to address 
long-pending service and finan-
cial issues, signalling a renewed 
effort to resolve grievances 
relating to pending dues, Dear-
ness Allowance (DA), the Pay 
Revision Commission (PRC) 
and other employee demands.

As part of the initiative, 
finance minister Payyavula 
Keshav and revenue minister 
Anagani Satya Prasad held 
preliminary talks with lead-
ers of the AP JAC Amaravati 
employee union at the State 
Secretariat on Friday.

The meeting was attended by 
AP JAC Amaravati chairman 
Bopparaju Venkateswarlu and 
other union representatives, 
who presented various financial 
and non-financial issues affect-
ing government employees.

During the discussions, the 
ministers assured the employee 
leaders that the government 
was committed to resolving 
their concerns in a phased and 

systematic manner.
 They said the government 

intends to engage with all 
recognised employee unions to 
understand their issues before 
arriving at appropriate deci-
sions.

According to the ministers, 
the preliminary meeting fo-
cused on identifying key issues 
requiring immediate attention, 
including pending financial 
benefits, DA arrears, implemen-
tation of PRC-related mat-
ters and other service-related 
concerns.

Following the initial discus-
sions, the government decided 
to convene a comprehensive 
meeting with AP JAC Amara-
vati leaders at the Secretariat 
on Saturday to hold detailed 
deliberations on the pending 
demands.

The government indicated 
that it is adopting a positive 
approach towards resolving em-
ployee issues through dialogue 
and consultation, with similar 
interactions expected to be held 
with other employee organisa-
tions in the coming days.

NMC clears 100 addl MBBS 
seats for govt medical colleges

Hans News Service  
Amaravati

THE state has secured 100 
additional MBBS seats for 
the 2026- 27 academic year 
after the National Medical 
Commission (NMC) 
granted approval to expand 
undergraduate admissions 
in two government 
medical colleges, providing 
a major boost to medical 
education capacity in the 
state.Announcing the 
development, medical 
and health minister Y 
Satya Kumar Yadav said 
the NMC had issued 
the Letter of Permission 
(LoP) sanctioning 75 
additional MBBS seats 
for Government Medical 
College, Kadapa, and 25 

additional seats for ACSR 
Government Medical 
College, Nellore.

With the latest approval, 
the MBBS intake at Kadapa 
Government Medical 
College has increased 
from 175 to 250 seats, 
while ACSR Government 
Medical College, Nellore, 
has expanded its intake 
from 175 to 200 seats from 
the 2026–27 academic 
session.

The minister said 
the increase would 
significantly expand 
opportunities for students 
aspiring to pursue 
medical education in 
Andhra Pradesh while 
strengthening the state’s 
healthcare education 
infrastructure.


