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Pebbair police conduct special drive 
against vehicles sans number plates

Hans news service 
Wanaparthy

ACTING on orders from 
the SP, the police conducted 
a special inspection drive 
targeting vehicles without 
numberplates in the Peb-
bair municipal area. Officers 
inspected vehicles in front 
of the local police station 
and at Subhash Crossroads, 
identifying over 70 operating 
without numberplates. They 
moved them to the station.

Subsequently, the police 
educated vehicle-owners 
about road safety and regula-
tions of the Motor Vehicles 
Act. The vehicles were re-
leased only after new num-

berplates were fixed in com-
pliance with rules and their 
importance was explained. 
Fines amounting to Rs 50,000 
were imposed on motorists 
for various violations.

SI Venkateswarlu Goud 
stated that driving vehicles 
without numberplates is il-
legal. Such vehicles are often 
susceptible to use in criminal 
activities. He emphasised 
that numberplates play a cru-
cial role in investigation of 
thefts and other crimes. Strict 
action would be taken against 
those riding two-wheelers 
without helmets. Vehicles 
violating regulations would 
be seized and cases registered 
under the MV Act.

Mahesh Goud takes potshots at  
Harish Rao’s ‘3-month water fix’ claim

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

TPCC chief Mahesh Kumar 
Goud on Friday responded 
to remarks made by former 
BRS minister and Siddipet 
MLA T Harish Rao, who 
claimed that he could re-
solve the state’s water crisis 
if given an opportunity to 
serve as Irrigation Minister 
for three months.

Speaking to the media, 
Goud said that if Harish 
Rao genuinely wished to 
join the Congress party, the 
matter would be discussed 
internally. He added that 
a decision on whether to 
induct Harish Rao into the 
party would be taken after 
deliberations in the Political 
Affairs Committee (PAC).

Questioning Harish Rao’s 
claim, Mahesh Kumar Goud 
said that a person who 
could not achieve signifi-
cant results during 10 years 
in power could not be ex-
pected to accomplish much 
in three months. He said 
the present government was 
working to address the debts 
and mistakes inherited from 
the previous administration.

“What did Harish Rao 
achieve during his 10-year 
tenure as a minister? A pro-
ject constructed while he was 
the Irrigation Minister col-
lapsed—what does he have 
to say about that? What did 
he do during those 10 years? 

Why ask for another three 
months?” Goud questioned.

Responding to comments 
made by Telangana Jag-
ruthi president K. Kavitha 
regarding BRS party funds, 
Mahesh Kumar Goud said, 
“There is truth in the al-
legations made by Kavitha 
regarding BRS party funds. 
How did a regional party 
come to possess Rs 1,400 
crore? he said.

On internal issues within 
the Congress party, Goud 
said differences of opinion 
were natural in any organi-
sation. He assured that the 
issues involving Minister 
Konda Surekha, MLA Kadi-
yam Srihari, and the situa-
tion in Tungaturthi would 
be resolved after hearing the 
concerns of all sides.

He emphasised that all 
party members were equal 
and said two senior lead-
ers had been appointed to 
resolve internal disputes as 
the Disciplinary Commit-
tee Chairman was occupied 
with other responsibilities. 
He clarified that suspension 
was not the only way to ad-

dress differences within the 
party. Recalling earlier po-
litical developments, Goud 
said 10 MLAs had support-
ed the Congress govern-
ment when attempts were 
allegedly made to destabilise 
it. He also alleged that Eatela 
Rajender was a minister 
when the alleged irregulari-
ties in water resource man-
agement took place. 

TELANGANA AIMS TO BECOME 
$3-TRILLION ECONOMY: BHATTI

Farmers’ welfare and women’s empowerment top priorities

Hans News Service  
Khammam 

DEPUTY Chief Minister 
Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka 
on Friday said the Congress 
government was committed 
to transforming Telangana 
into a $3-trillion economy 
by 2047, while simultane-
ously strengthening agricul-
ture, empowering women 
and ensuring transparent 
governance.

Addressing the Rythu 
Ashirvada Sabha at Jagan-
nathapuram in Chinthakani 
mandal of Khammam dis-
trict, Bhatti said the gov-
ernment’s vision extended 
beyond welfare programmes 
and focused on making Tel-
angana globally competitive 
through sustained invest-
ments in agriculture, infra-
structure, education and 
social development.

He said the government 
transferred Rs 9,000 crore 
under the Rythu Bharosa 
scheme into farmers’ bank 
accounts within nine days, 
describing the exercise as a 
reflection of its commitment 
to the farming community. 
Agriculture, he said, was not 
merely an occupation but 

an integral part of Telanga-
na’s culture and way of life, 
adding that expenditure on 
farmers should be viewed as 
an investment in economic 
growth rather than as a sub-
sidy. The Deputy Chief Min-
ister said the State has spent 
over Rs 1.67 lakh crore on 
agriculture sector during the 
last two-and-a-half years. As 
many as 16.81 lakh farmers 
has been benefited from the 
latest round of investment 
support. 

The government contin-
ued to provide free electric-
ity to the agriculture sector 
by bearing an annual sub-
sidy of around Rs 14,000 
crore.

Highlighting the govern-
ment’s focus on women’s 
empowerment, Bhatti said 
interest-free loans worth 
Rs 67,000 crore has already 
been extended to women’s 
self-help groups, while the 
credit ceiling had been en-
hanced from Rs 5 lakh to Rs 
10 lakh. 

He said the government 

was encouraging women 
entrepreneurs by provid-
ing opportunities in setting 
up petrol pumps, canteens 
and power projects, with 
the long-term objective of 
improving their economic 
independence.

He said the government 
increased diet charges in 
government educational in-
stitutions by 40 per cent and 
cosmetic charges by 200 per 
cent, while work was under-
way to establish 100 Young 
India Integrated Residential 
Schools with an estimated 
investment of Rs 200 crore. 
The government has also 
introduced a mid-day meal 
programme for intermediate 
students, he added.

Launching a political at-
tack on the previous BRS 
government, Bhatti alleged 
that it pushed Telangana 
into a debt burden of Rs 8.21 
lakh crore and criticised 
its handling of irrigation 
projects, particularly the 
Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation 
Project. He claimed that the 

project’s cost had escalated 
significantly and alleged fi-
nancial irregularities in its 
execution.

The Deputy Chief Minis-
ter contrasted Kaleshwaram 
with irrigation projects such 
as Nagarjuna Sagar, Srisail-
am, Jurala, Sriram Sagar and 
Sripada Yellampalli, stating 
that projects built during 
Congress governments con-
tinued to benefit farmers for 
decades.

He also accused opposi-
tion leaders of spreading 
misinformation against the 
government through sec-
tions of the media and social 
media, and urged people not 
to be misled by what he de-
scribed as false propaganda.

Reiterating the govern-
ment’s long-term vision, 
Bhatti said the Congress ad-
ministration would continue 
to protect public resources, 
maintain fiscal discipline 
and pursue inclusive devel-
opment under the leader-
ship of Chief Minister A. 
Revanth Reddy.

l	Agriculture is not 

merely an occupation 

but the foundation of 

the State’s culture 

l	Govt Spending around 

Rs 14,000 cr annually 

towards providing 

free electricity to the 

agriculture sector


