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THE state government 
accorded administrative 
sanction for the release of 
Rs 2,742.40 crore as advance 
tariff subsidy to the State’s 
three power distribution 
companies (discoms) for 
the second quarter of the 

2026-27 financial year. The 
decision is aimed at ensuring 
uninterrupted and quality 
power supply while strength-
ening the financial position 
of the utilities.

To effect this, energy 
department special chief 
secretary K Vijayanand 
issued GO Rt No 46 on 

Thursday. The sanction has 
been accorded under Section 
65 of the Electricity Act, 
2003, based on proposals 
submitted by the Andhra 
Pradesh Power Coordination 
Committee (APPCC).

As part of the allocation, 
Andhra Pradesh Southern 
Power Distribution Compa-

ny Limited (APSPDCL) will 
receive Rs 1,574.53 crore, 
APEPDCL will receive Rs 
659.80 crore and APCPDCL 
will receive Rs 508.07 crore. 
The funds will be released 
under various budget heads 
earmarked for tariff subsidy 
payments.

The government has di-
rected the assistant secretary 
and drawing and disbursing 
officer of the energy depart-
ment to remit the sanctioned 
amounts directly to the 
respective bank accounts of 
the three discoms. 

The chairmen and MDs of 
APSPDCL, APEPDCL and 
APCPDCL, along with the 
member convener of  
APPCC, have been in-
structed to take necessary 
follow-up action for utilisa-
tion of the funds.

Govt sanctions Rs 2,742.40 cr 
tariff subsidy to discoms 

l	Advance subsidy for 

second quarter of 

2026-27 to ensure 

uninterrupted power 

supply across State

l	Funds allocated to 

APSPDCL, APEPDCL 

and APCPDCL 

under Electricity Act 

provisions
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WITH the Juvvaladinne fish-
ing harbour in Nellore district 
nearing completion, the state 
government has initiated the 
process of bringing the facil-
ity into commercial operation 
by inviting a private operator 
to manage and maintain the 
harbour.

The government has 
approved the issuance of a 
Request for Proposal (RFP) 
to select an operations and 
maintenance (O&M) opera-
tor for the harbour, marking 

the final step before the pro-
ject becomes operational.

Spread over 114.13 acres, 
the harbour has been devel-
oped on 47.31 acres with core 
fisheries and allied infra-
structure. Construction has 
reached 96 per cent comple-
tion, and the facility has been 
designed to serve the region’s 
fishing sector for the next 40 
years.

Once operational, the 
harbour will have the capacity 
to accommodate 1,250 fish-
ing vessels, including 1,000 
boats of 9 metres, 100 each 
of 12-metre and 15-metre 

vessels, and 50 boats of 25 
metres, with an annual fish 
handling capacity of 41,250 
metric tonnes.

The Andhra Pradesh Mari-
time Board (APMB) told the 
government that outsourcing 
operations has become the 
preferred model at major fish-
ing harbours. A professional 
operator would ensure ef-
ficient harbour management, 
maintenance of infrastructure 
and uninterrupted services 
to fishermen, while reducing 
the government’s long-term 
maintenance burden.

To attract wider par-

ticipation from experienced 
operators, the government 
has reduced the performance 
security requirement from 
Rs 6 crore to Rs 2 crore and 
extended the bid submission 
period to 45 days, giving 
prospective bidders more 
time to evaluate the project 
and submit proposals.

The RFP was vetted by the 
tender evaluation and EPC 
committee, which recom-
mended inviting bids after 
government approval.

The Juvvaladinne fishing 
harbour is expected to sig-
nificantly strengthen marine 
infrastructure in coastal 
Andhra Pradesh by provid-
ing organised berthing, fish 
landing, handling and allied 
facilities, benefiting fisher-
men across Nellore district 
and improving the region’s 
seafood logistics and fishing 
economy.

Juvvaladinne harbour opened to 
private operator ahead of launch
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A delegation of the AP 
Star Hotels Association 
(ASHA), led by its president 
R V Swamy, met minister 
for civil supplies Nadendla 
Manohar here on Thurs-
day and sought the state 
government’s support in 
securing key GST reforms 
for the hospitality sector.

The delegation urged the 
minister to take up with the 
Central government the 
demand for a reduction in 
GST on commercial LPG 
cylinders, stating that the 
current tax structure has 
sharply increased operat-
ing costs for hotels and 
restaurants.

The association also 
sought the restoration of In-
put Tax Credit (ITC) under 
the GST regime, arguing 
that its withdrawal has sig-
nificantly raised operational 
and capital expenditure, re-

ducing the competitiveness 
of the hospitality industry.

The delegation expressed 
confidence that the Andhra 
Pradesh government, under 
the leadership of Chief 
Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu and Deputy Chief 
Minister Pawan Kalyan, 
would strongly advocate for 
GST reforms benefiting the 
sector.

The delegation included 
Nageswara Rao, general 

manager of Vivanta Vi-
sakhapatnam,  M V Pavan 
Kartheek, joint secretary, 
ASHA, Sharan, MD of GRT 
Vijayawada and Murthy 
Chittoory, general secretary, 
ASHA.

Minister Manohar gave a 
patient hearing to the del-
egation and assured them 
that their representation 
would be examined and the 
matter would be taken up at 
the appropriate level.

Star hotels’ body urges GST 
relief for hospitality sector

A delegation of Andhra Pradesh Star Hotels Association 

led by its president R V Swamy with civil supplies minister 

Nadendla Manohar in Vijayawada on Thursday
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PRINCIPAL Secretary (Food Processing) 
Chiranjeevi Chowdary said that coconut 
farmers’ incomes could increase by 15 to 
20% through value addition instead of selling 
raw produce alone. He stressed that products 
such as desiccated coconut powder, flakes, 
snacks, coconut milk, tender coconut water, 
coconut jaggery, coconut sugar, activated 
charcoal and bio-products offer significant 
business opportunities.

Emphasising the need to strengthen 
coconut-based value addition and micro 
enterprises, the AP Food Processing Society, 
in association with the Coconut Develop-
ment Board and the Coir Board, organised 
a one day State-level seminar on coconut 
cultivation, productivity enhancement, and 
the promotion of coconut based industries at 
Manjeera Convention Hall here on Thursday. 
Chiranjeevi Chowdary inaugurated the 
seminar by lighting the ceremonial lamp 
along with AP Food Processing Society CEO 
Dr Shekhar Babu Geddam and Coconut 
Development Board Deputy Director Dr 
Manjunadha Reddy.

Addressing the gathering, Chowdary said 
agriculture and allied sectors contribute 

nearly 35% to the State’s Gross Domestic 
Product. AP ranks fourth in the country in 
coconut cultivation and production while se-
curing the top position in productivity. More 
than one lakh hectares are under coconut 
cultivation in the State, producing nearly 175 
crore coconuts annually.  He said the State 
government aims to facilitate the establish-
ment of 100 to 125 coconut based micro 
enterprises during the current financial 
year.  Interested entrepreneurs will receive 
subsidies, technical assistance and training 
under the PMFME, MIDH convergence and 
Coconut Development Board schemes. He 
encouraged youth to take up agri-business 
and agri-tech ventures, stating that sustain-
able earnings of Rs 50,000 to Rs 70,000 a 
month are possible through rural enterprises.

Value addition key to boosting
coconut farmers’ income

Principal Secretary (Food Processing) 

Chiranjeevi Chowdary speaking at a state-

level in Rajamahendravaram on Thursday

VIJAYAWADA: CPM State Secretariat 
member Ch Babu Rao accused the coali-
tion government of imposing a heavy fi-
nancial burden on electricity consumers 
despite claiming that power tariffs had not 
been increased.  Addressing a press confer-
ence at the CPM office here on Thursday, 
along with State committee member D 
Kasinath, Babu Rao alleged that the gov-
ernment’s two-year power sector progress 
report contained “misleading claims” and 
“half-truths.”

He claimed that while the government 
says electricity tariffs have remained un-
changed or even been reduced, consum-
ers have been paying additional amounts 
through adjustment charges ranging from 
62 paise to Rs 1.88 per unit over the past 
24 months.

According to Babu Rao, electricity con-
sumers have paid nearly Rs 21,885 crore 
through true-up and adjustment charges 
during the last two years. He alleged that 
the collections included Rs 6,072 crore for 
2022-23, Rs 9,412 crore for 2023-24, Rs 
1,400 crore relating to earlier years, besides 

around Rs 5,000 crore collected through an 
additional 40 paise per unit levy.

Questioning the government’s claim 
that power purchase costs had declined 
from Rs 5.42 to Rs 4.90 per unit, he asked 
why the benefit had not been passed on to 
consumers. He also alleged that the gov-
ernment had delayed payment of more 
than Rs 13,000 crore in power subsidies to 
distribution companies.

Babu Rao criticised the installation of 
smart electricity meters, alleging that the 
coalition government had abandoned its 
pre-election stand against the project. He 
demanded that the installation of smart 
meters be stopped and existing smart me-
ters removed. He also sought an inquiry 
into the solar power agreement involving 
Adani Group and the Solar Energy Cor-
poration of India (SECI), alleging that the 
government had failed to act despite cor-
ruption allegations. Kasinath said the CPM 
would continue its campaign against smart 
meters, adjustment charges and what it de-
scribed as the growing burden of electric-
ity costs on consumers.

CPM alleges sharp rise in power burden


