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Vijayawada

THE state government 
accorded administrative 
sanction for the release of 
Rs 2,742.40 crore as advance 
tariff subsidy to the State’s 
three power distribution 
companies (discoms) for 
the second quarter of the 
2026-27 financial year. 
The decision is aimed at 
ensuring uninterrupted and 
quality power supply while 
strengthening the financial 
position of the utilities.

To effect this, energy 
department special chief 
secretary K Vijayanand 

issued GO Rt No 46 on 
Thursday. The sanction has 
been accorded under Sec-
tion 65 of the Electricity Act, 
2003, based on proposals 
submitted by the Andhra 
Pradesh Power Coordina-

tion Committee (APPCC).
As part of the allocation, 

Andhra Pradesh Southern 
Power Distribution Compa-
ny Limited (APSPDCL) will 
receive Rs 1,574.53 crore, 
APEPDCL will receive Rs 

659.80 crore and APCPDCL 
will receive Rs 508.07 crore. 
The funds will be released 
under various budget heads 
earmarked for tariff subsidy 
payments.

The government has di-
rected the assistant secretary 
and drawing and disbursing 
officer of the energy depart-
ment to remit the sanc-
tioned amounts directly to 
the respective bank accounts 
of the three discoms. 

The chairmen and MDs of 
APSPDCL, APEPDCL and 
APCPDCL, along with the 
member convener of  
APPCC, have been in-
structed to take necessary 
follow-up action for utilisa-
tion of the funds.

Govt sanctions Rs 2,742.40 cr tariff  subsidy to discoms 
l	Advance subsidy for second quarter of 2026-27 to 

ensure uninterrupted power supply across State
l	Funds allocated to APSPDCL, APEPDCL and 

APCPDCL under Electricity Act provisions

Juvvaladinne harbour opened to 
private operator ahead of launch

Hans News Service  
Amaravati

WITH the Juvvaladinne fish-
ing harbour in Nellore district 
nearing completion, the state 
government has initiated the 
process of bringing the facility 
into commercial operation 
by inviting a private operator 
to manage and maintain the 
harbour.

The government has 
approved the issuance of a 
Request for Proposal (RFP) 
to select an operations and 
maintenance (O&M) operator 
for the harbour, marking the 
final step before the project 
becomes operational.

Spread over 114.13 
acres, the harbour has been 
developed on 47.31 acres 
with core fisheries and allied 
infrastructure. Construc-
tion has reached 96 per cent 
completion, and the facility 

has been designed to serve 
the region’s fishing sector for 
the next 40 years.

Once operational, the 
harbour will have the capacity 
to accommodate 1,250 fish-
ing vessels, including 1,000 
boats of 9 metres, 100 each 
of 12-metre and 15-metre 
vessels, and 50 boats of 25 
metres, with an annual fish 
handling capacity of 41,250 
metric tonnes.

The Andhra Pradesh Mari-
time Board (APMB) told the 
government that outsourcing 
operations has become the 
preferred model at major fish-
ing harbours. A professional 
operator would ensure ef-
ficient harbour management, 
maintenance of infrastructure 
and uninterrupted services 
to fishermen, while reducing 
the government’s long-term 
maintenance burden.

To attract wider par-

ticipation from experienced 
operators, the government 
has reduced the performance 
security requirement from 
Rs 6 crore to Rs 2 crore and 
extended the bid submission 
period to 45 days, giving 
prospective bidders more 
time to evaluate the project 
and submit proposals.

The RFP was vetted by the 
tender evaluation and EPC 
committee, which recom-
mended inviting bids after 
government approval.

The Juvvaladinne fishing 
harbour is expected to sig-
nificantly strengthen marine 
infrastructure in coastal 
Andhra Pradesh by provid-
ing organised berthing, fish 
landing, handling and allied 
facilities, benefiting fishermen 
across Nellore district and im-
proving the region’s seafood 
logistics and fishing economy.

Hans News Service 
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SCIENTISTS highlighted the growing impor-
tance of nanoscience and nanotechnology in 
agriculture, healthcare, industry, energy, elec-
tronics, space and environmental protection 
during Nano Jatha 2026, held at Sri Ven-
kateswara University (SVU) on Thursday.

The lecture series, roadshow and exhibition 
was jointly organised by Sri Venkateswara Uni-
versity and the Centre for Nano and Soft Mat-
ter Sciences (CeNS), Bengaluru, as part of the 
curtain-raiser activities for Bengaluru India 
Nano 2026, which will be held from August 3 
to 5 at Bengaluru.

The programme aimed to create awareness 
among students, particularly those pursuing 
degree courses, about the importance of nano-
science, its practical applications and the career 
opportunities available in the field. Vice Chan-
cellor Prof Tata Narasinga Rao inaugurated the 
event and appreciated the organisers for bring-
ing the science outreach programme to the 
university. He encouraged students to develop 
curiosity, scientific thinking and an interest in 
emerging areas of research.

Prof GU Kulkarni of Jawaharlal Nehru 
Centre for Advanced Scientific Research, Ben-
galuru, and Prof BLV Prasad, Chief Scientist at 
National Chemical Laboratory, Pune, delivered 
keynote lectures. They explained how nano-
science and nanotechnology are being used 

in agriculture, electronics, communications, 
healthcare, energy, material sciences, space 
research, industry and environmental protec-
tion. They said these technologies are opening 
up new possibilities for innovation and scien-
tific development. Rector Prof Ch Appa Rao 
and Registrar Prof M Bhupathi Naidu appre-
ciated the initiative, saying such programmes 
help introduce students to advanced scientific 
fields and encourage them to explore research 
opportunities. Dean of Research and Develop-
ment Prof G Narasimha coordinated the pro-
gramme and said Nano Jatha was designed to 
help students understand nanoscience through 
expert lectures, demonstrations and interactive 
learning activities. Students took part in expert 
talks, video presentations, interactive sessions, 
quiz competitions and live demonstrations. 
The exhibition featured displays on gold na-
noparticles, galvanisation reactions, piezoelec-
tric pavement, electricity generated from fruit 
juice, humidity sensors, among other things.

SV University V-C Prof T Narasinga Rao along 

with other dignitaries releasing Bengaluru 

India Nano posters in Tirupati on Thursday

Scientists showcase nanotechnology 
applications during Nano Jatha

NELLORE: TDP Nellore 
Parliament General Secre-
tary Chejerla Venkateswara 
Reddy said the coalition 
government has brought 
significant improvements 
to government welfare hos-
tels and residential schools 
in order to promote quality 
education to the poor. 

Addressing a press 
conference at party district 
office here on Thurs-
day, Chejerla expressed 
gratitude to Chief Minister 
N Chandrababu Naidu 
for approving 10 per cent 
increase in mess charges 
for students studying in 
government welfare hostels 
and residential schools, 
though the State is facing 
severe financial crisis. 
He recalled that Andhra 
Pradesh became first State 
in the country to introduce 
nutritious meals, including 
chicken in government 
hostels, while implement-
ing several welfare meas-
ures for hostel residents 
during Chandrababu 
Naidu’s tenure between 

2014–2019. Criticising the 
previous YSRCP govern-
ment for neglecting welfare 
hostels and residential 
schools which fell into 
disrepair, the TDP leader 
claimed that after assuming 
office in 2024, the coalition 
government led by Chief 
Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu spent nearly  
Rs 500 crore on repairing 
SC, ST, BC and Minority 
welfare hostels across the 
State and constructing ad-
ditional toilets to improve 
living conditions, in the  
last two years. 

TDP leader Chejerla 

Venkateswara Reddy 

addressing a press 

conference in Nellore on 

Thursday 

Rs 500 cr spent for repairs of govt 

welfare hostels in State: TDP


