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Nobody can question the integrity of the FIFA World Cup match officials. 
When this happens, it may provoke reactions that lead to threats against 

them and their families. This is not right. Of course, constructive discussion 
about decisions will always be part of football, but unfounded allegations 

have no place in our sport  

-  Pierluigi Collina, FIFA chief refereeing officer 

Raigad

TORRENTIAL rainfall 
and severe flooding in the 
Khalapur area of Raigad 
district have triggered a 
major industrial emergency, 
with approximately 3,000 
gas cylinders from an HPCL 
bottling plant being swept 
away into the Patalganga 
River, officials said on 
Thursday. The incident 
occurred at the Hindustan 
Petroleum Corporation 
Limited (HPCL) bottling 
plant located in Chavane, 
Panvel taluka. As the 
Patalganga River swelled 
due to incessant rains in the 
Khalapur taluka, the strong 
currents washed away a 
massive stock of both filled 
and empty cylinders into 
the water. Khalapur Police 
Inspector (PI) Abhijit Bhu-
jbal confirmed the incident, 
following which the district 
administration issued an 
urgent appeal to the public 
to exercise extreme caution.

Raigad District Collector 
Kishan Jawale has issued a 
serious warning to residents 
living along the riverbanks. 
“If any gas cylinder is spot-
ted in the river or along its 
banks, do not touch it under 
any circumstances, nor 
should any attempt be made 
to move it or take it home,” 
the Collector stated.

The administration 

highlighted the high risk 
involved, noting that it is 
impossible to determine the 
technical condition or the 
gas content of the cylinders 
washed away in the flood. 
Officials warned that any 
tampering could lead to 
a catastrophic gas leak or 
an explosion, potentially 
resulting in heavy loss of life 
and property.

“Currently, a search 
operation for the missing 
cylinders is being carried 
out by the administration, 
the Disaster Manage-
ment Department, and the 
concerned company,” the 
administration said.

Citizens have been urged 
to maintain a safe distance 
and immediately report 
any sightings of suspicious 
cylinders to the local police 
or the Disaster Management 
Department. 

The search teams are 
currently monitoring the 
course of the Patalganga 
River to recover the miss-
ing stock and prevent any 
untoward incidents.

3,000 gas cylinders 
swept away into river TOLEDO: A pilot jumped 

out of the door of a moving 
plane to his death, leaving 
the student he was teaching 
to fly to land the aircraft by 
herself. Flight instructor 
Leandro Andrés Bertazzo, 
42, was found dead fol-
lowing the incident, which 
took place in Toledo, 
central Argentina, accord-
ing to a statement from the 
country’s public prosecutor.

Bertazzo was on board 
the Cessna 150 aircraft 
with a 22-year-old student 
named Rosario, CNN affili-
ate TN reported.

The student said Ber-
tazzo told her, “You know 
what you have to do, carry 
on,” before taking off his 
headset and seatbelt, open-
ing the door and jump-
ing out of the plane, TN 
reported. Eduardo Álvarez, 
director of the Flying Par-
rot Córdoba flying school 

where Bertazzo worked, 
told TN that there were 
no signs that the pilot was 
planning to throw himself 
from the plane.

Bertazzo had gone on a 
flight with another student 
earlier that day, Álva-
rez said. “He made this 
tragic decision on board 
an aircraft with another 
person by his side,” he said. 
“It’s impossible to think 
about it or understand it, 
but the human mind is so 
complex.” Bertazzo was 
“a beautiful person with a 
great smile,” said Álvarez. 
“We are surprised that this 
has happened.”

Opening the door of 
a plane in mid-air is ex-
tremely difficult, explained 
Álvarez, who compared it 
to trying to open the door 
of a car traveling at 200 
kilometers an hour (124 
miles per hour).

Flight school pilot leaps to  
death midair, student lands plane

‘Those joining 
BJP must answer 
on temple funds 
theft, NEET leak’ 
MUMBAI :Shiv Sena (UBT) 
MLA Aaditya Thackeray on 
Thursday questioned lead-
ers contemplating a political 
future with the BJP, asking 
whether they were willing 
to realign themselves with a 
party facing allegations over 
the Ram Temple donation theft 
and NEET paper leak. The for-
mer Maharashtra minister as-
serted his outfit will continue 
to stand up against the ruling 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). 

“Those who are planning 
or thinking of joining the BJP 
should answer whether they 
are joining hands with those 
accused of embezzling Ram 
temple donations. Youths are 
protesting at Jantar Mantar (in 
Delhi) over the NEET paper 
leak.  Are those who wish to go 
with the BJP comfortable with 
the NEET paper leak and the 
suppression of the Opposition’s 
voice?” he asked while talking 
to reporters in Vidhan Bhavan 
premises here.  The MLA from 
Worli in Mumbai was replying 
to questions over Opposition 
leaders joining the BJP and a 
meeting between NCP (SP) 
president Sharad Pawar and 
Deputy Chief Minister Eknath 
Shinde, who heads the Shiv 
Sena, on Wednesday.  Pawar is 
an ally of the Opposition Shiv 
Sena (UBT), while Shinde’s par-
ty is a constituent of the BJP-led 
ruling Mahayuti coalition.

HYDERABAD: Sreenidhi 
University welcomed the 
TG20 Winners Trophy 
Tour to its campus late on 
Wednesday, setting the 
stage for its Founder’s Day 
2026 celebrations sched-
uled for July 10. As the 
title sponsor of the TG20 
Tournament, the university 
hosted the trophy amid 
enthusiastic participation 
from students, with the 
campus buzzing with excite-
ment and sporting spirit.

The trophy tour show-
cased the institution’s 
vibrant campus culture and 
underscored its commit-
ment to fostering excellence 
in academics, sports and 
overall student develop-
ment. Large crowds gath-
ered to witness the trophy, 
celebrating the spirit of 
competition and teamwork.

The celebrations will 
culminate on July 10 with 
Founder’s Day, when the 
university will formally 

recognise student achieve-
ments and reaffirm its vi-

sion of developing globally 
competent graduates.

TG20 winners trophy tour kicks off 
Sreenidhi Founder’s Day festivities

ATLANTA: The Egyptian Football As-
sociation (EFA) said Wednesday it “cannot 
remain silent” after what it believes was 
unfair and biased officiating in Egypt’s 3-2 
round of 16 loss against Argentina.

Egypt coach Hossam Hassan and sev-
eral players criticised the officiating after 
being left in disbelief as Argentina scored 

three unanswered goals in 13 minutes to 
pull off one of the biggest comebacks in World 

Cup history.
“Defending the rights and 

interests of the Egyptian national 
team is not a matter that can be 
ignored, minimised, or treated 

as secondary,” the EFA said 
in a statement. “It is a 
responsibility that we carry 
with full conviction and 

determination.”
FIFA’s chief of refereeing 

Pierluigi Collina, in a statement 

issued later Wednesday, said while constructive 
discussion about decisions would always be part of 
football, “unfounded allegations have no place in our 
sport.”

“Nobody can question the integrity of the FIFA 
World Cup match officials,” he said. “When this hap-
pens, it may provoke reactions that lead to threats 
against them and their families. This is not right.”

The EFA said that the referee failed to use the 
Video Assistant Referee (VAR) system appropriately, 
leading to the loss to Argentina.

Egypt appeared to have netted its second goal in 
the 58th minute, but a VAR review determined that 
Marwan Attia had fouled Argentina defender Lisan-
dro Martínez early in the bu ildup up to the goal.

“Several key incidents raised serious concerns 
and left profound questions about the consistency 
and fairness of decisions that directly influenced the 
course of the game,” the EFA statement read.

Collina said “during a competition, we prefer not 
to focus on specific incidents,” but he defended the 
Attia decision.

Egyptian FA ‘’cannot remain silent’’ about unfair officiating

Egypt head coach Hossam 

Hassan was furious after 

Egypt’s loss against Argentina

Nashik

AS it granted bail to a preg-
nant Nida Khan in a Nashik 
TCS case, a local court 
observed that the trauma 
of giving birth in prison is 
unbearable for any woman, 
drawing a comparison with 
the circumstances sur-
rounding the birth of Lord 
Krishna. 

In his order, Additional 
Sessions Judge (Nashik Road 
court) K G Joshi, however, 
noted that the overall inves-
tigation shows that Khan, 
with the help of co-accused, 
attempted to “brainwash the 
victim”, and tried to change 
her ideological views and 
religion.  Citing the probe 
into a sexual harassment and 
alleged religious conversion 
case, the order also said that 
they tried to convince the 
victim that “there are objec-
tionable stories in the Hindu 
religion”.  While the court 
had granted bail to Khan, 
who was arrested nearly two 
months ago, on July 6, the 
reasoned order was made 
available on Thursday, with 
the judge asserting that the 
FIR clearly mentions Khan’s 
alleged role. The judge al-
lowed her plea, considering 
the defence argument that 
she was five months preg-
nant.  “The trauma of giving 

birth in a prison like Lord 
Krishna or the related social 
stigma is not bearable for 
anyone,” the court said. 

“To avoid such an agonis-
ing situation and for the 
welcome and overall welfare 
of the newborn baby, it 
would be just and proper to 
exercise judicial discretion 
in favour of the applicant-
accused,” it added.  The 
judge said that keeping the 
pregnant applicant detained 
would serve no purpose as 
the investigation was com-
plete and the charge sheet 
had been filed. 

Besides her pregnancy, 
Khan’s lawyer Rahul Kasli-
wal also claimed that she 
was innocent and had been 
falsely implicated. He sub-

mitted that Khan was highly 
educated and was previously 
employed as an “Associate” 
at TCS before being termi-
nated in April 2026. 

Public prosecutor Vijay 
Gaikwad, along with lawyers 
Milind Kurkute and Nitin 
Pandit, appearing on behalf 
of one of the victims, op-
posed the bail pleas of Khan 
and co-accused Danish 
Shaikh. Their contention 
was that enough evidence of 
sexual assault and religious 
coercion came to the fore 
during the investigation of 
the case. 

The court allowed Khan’ 
bail on a personal bond of 
Rs. 75,000 along with one 
solvent surety of the  
same amount. 

Nida Khan granted bail, 
court flags jail birth trauma

Carson (US)

NO more playful dances. No more taunt-
ing social media posts. Belgium is 
done celebrating its victory over 
the host United States and hard 
at work on extending its World 
Cup run on Ameri- can soil.

The Red Devils trained in 
the Los Angeles area 
on Wednesday with 
the memory still 
fresh of their 4-1 
thrashing of the 
Americans in Seat-
tle on Monday. Af-
ter surviving a test 
from Senegal with 
a thrilling comeback 
and then thoroughly 
dominating the U.S. in its 
first two knockout games, 
Belgium faces its tough-
est challenge yet against 
unbeaten Spain in the quar-
terfinals on Friday.

But this tumultuous World 
Cup run has sparked some-
thing in this Belgian team, 
goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois 
believes.

“We gained a lot of con-
fidence, because we knew it 
was going to be a hard game 
against America,” Courtois 
said at the LA Galaxy’s subur-
ban stadium.

“They’re obviously the 
home team with a full stadium 
(that’s) with them, so it’s nice to 
perform in a good way defensive, 
offensively, and just play our 
game.”

Belgium went into the U.S. 
matchup with a world of indig-
nant motivation after star Ameri-
can forward Folarin Balogun’s 
one-game red-card suspension was 
curiously lifted by FIFA. The Red 
Devils took it out on an outclassed 

American team and then celebrated gleefully, 
both on the pitch and in the dressing room.

In the most viral moment, many players 
did the simplistic dance associated with U.S. 
President Donald Trump and performed by 
numerous athletes across the sports world 
in recent months, including American star 
Christian Pulisic.

Belgium left back Diego Moreira smiled 
slightly when asked about the meaning of 
doing the dance after Trump called FIFA 
President Gianni Infantino to ask for a 

review of Balogun’s red card.
“There are different ways to celebrate 

different goals,” Moreira said through an 
interpreter. “You can do different dances, 
and that’s what we’ve done. We just cel-

ebrated the win after the game.”
Courtois said he wasn’t in the 

dressing room because he was at 
doping control, so he couldn’t 
comment on the dance.

The Red Devils say they’ve 
put that cathartic evening 
behind them after landing for 

their second game of the 
tournament to be played 
at SoFi Stadium in the Los 
Angeles area.

Belgium was still in 
a mood to argue with 
Americans, however: The 

team moved its training 
base on Wednesday 
with FIFA approval 
after deciding that its 

assigned fields at Los 
Angeles’ Loyola Marymount 

University “did not meet the 
minimum standards required 

for our training session,” accord-
ing to a statement from the Royal 
Belgian Football Association. Bel-

gium will be an underdog against 
Spain, which has yet to concede a 

goal in this World Cup. That’s fine 
with the Red Devils, who have played 
their best soccer of the tournament 

since their stirring rally from a 2-0 
deficit to beat Senegal 3-2.

Belgium gets serious for World Cup quarterfinal 
with Spain after gleefully routing US

Neymar future 
uncertain after 
Brazil WC exit

Rio de Janeiro

SANTOS has given Neymar 
time off to contemplate his 
future after Brazil’s World 
Cup round-of-16 exit, 
Brazilian media reported on 
Wednesday. 

Brazil’s all-time leading 
scorer has six months left 
on his Santos contract, but 
local press has cast doubt 
over whether he will continue 
playing at any level following 
his international retirement.

“Neymar’s future at Santos 
will be decided after a vaca-
tion period,” the report said, 
adding Santos was “waiting 
for a signal” to meet with the 
forward and his representa-
tives, reports Xinhua.

Neymar remains in the 
United States with his family 
and will have at least 10 days 
off, according to the outlet.

The 34-year-old an-
nounced his Brazil retirement 
after Sunday’s 2-1 defeat by 
Norway at New York New 
Jersey Stadium, a result that 
marked the South American 
team’s earliest World Cup 
elimination since 1990.

“I tried, I tried. Now it’s 
over. I started here, and I 
finished here,” Neymar said, 
referring to his international 
debut at the same venue in 
2010.

Geneva

FIFA’S president Gianni 
Infantino is being referred to 
Olympic ethics investigators 
for a possible breach of politi-
cal neutrality, a human rights 
group, after U.S. President 
Donald Trump helped block a 
World Cup player’s ban.

Trump took credit Monday 
for FIFA’s decision — unprec-
edented in modern World 
Cup history — to let United 
States forward Folarin Ba-
logun play Monday against 
Belgium despite getting a red 
card in the team’s previous 
game. A Belgium team clearly 
fired up by the furor won 4-1 
in Seattle.

The IOC cites neutrality 
among “fundamental princi-
ples of Olympism” for sports 
bodies like FIFA, and has ju-
risdiction over Infantino since 
he joined its exclusive group 
of 100-plus invited members 
in 2020.

“FairSquare will 
file a complaint to 
the International 
Olympic Com-
mittee (IOC) 
regarding 
FIFA 
President 
Gianni 
Infan-
tino’s 
repeated 
breach of 
political neutral-
ity rules,” the 

London-based sports and 
human rights NGO said in a 
statement Wednesday.

The pledge to file a formal 
complaint to the IOC Ethics 
Commission came one day 
after the Olympic body’s 
president Kirsty Coventry 
told reporters none had yet 
been received.

“Obviously if they do they 
would look into it,” Coventry 
said Tuesday in an online 
news conference when asked 
about the Balogun contro-
versy fueled by the Trump 
administration lobbying 
FIFA and Infantino.

“Yes, we have been obvi-
ously watching 

everything 
play out,” 
the IOC 
presi-

dent had said earlier when 
asked about interference in 
field-of-play issues by the 
World Cup co-host nation, 
which also will stage the 
2028 Los Angeles Olympics.

FIFA was asked for com-
ment about the complaint to 
the IOC about its president.

Infantino has built close 
ties to Trump since 2018 
when the U.S., Canada and 
Mexico won a vote to host 
soccer’s World Cup this year.

The FIFA leader has been 
a regular White House 
visitor since attending the 
second Trump inauguration 
in January 2025 and said in 
November “we should all 

support” the presi-
dent’s work as it 
was “pretty good.”

Infantino 
famously created 

the FIFA Peace Prize given 
to Trump at the World Cup 
tournament draw in Wash-
ington DC last December. 
Senior soccer officials said 
privately creating the peace 
award was an executive deci-
sion by Infantino.

FIFA CHIEF FACES 
OLYMPIC RED CARD

Trump lobbying Infantino on Balogun ban triggers complaint to ethics body

World Cup 

Quarterfinals fixture
FRIDAY, JULY 10

France vs Morocco  

1:30 am at Gillette 

Stadium, Foxborough, 

Massachusetts

SATURDAY, JULY 11

Spain vs Belgium   

12:30 am at SoFi 

Stadium, Inglewood, 

California


