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A joint action programme 
by central trade unions 
and farmers’ organisa-
tions against the labour 
and public policies of the 
Central Government will be 
announced at a convention 
to be held at Talkatora Sta-
dium in New Delhi on June 
29, AITUC State General 
Secretary S Venkatasub-
baiah said on Wednesday. 

Addressing a press 
conference here, he alleged 
that the Centre’s policies 
were detrimental to work-
ers and common people. 
He warned that any move 
to privatise the Visakhapa-
tnam Steel Plant would 
trigger a massive agitation 
across Andhra Pradesh, 
stating that the industry 

was established through the 
sacrifices and struggles of 
students and youth. 

Referring to the recent 
accident at the steel plant, 
Venkatasubbaiah described 
it as highly unfortunate and 
said trade unions would 
continue their fight until 
justice was delivered to the 
affected workers’ families. 

He said a delegation of 
central trade unions would 
visit Visakhapatnam on 
June 24 to assess the situa-
tion at the steel plant.

He criticised both the 
Central and State govern-
ments for their failure to 
enact a comprehensive 
welfare law for workers in 
the unorganised sector. 

He further alleged that the 
renaming of the Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Act 
was part of a larger effort 
by the Centre to weaken 
the legislation. Venkatasub-
baiah also accused Chief 
Minister N. Chandrababu 
Naidu of forgetting the 
promises made to workers 
during the previous elec-
tions.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, AITUC State Treas-
urer B V P Kondala Rao 
demanded the withdrawal 
of the Labour Codes and 
restoration of the earlier 
labour laws. He said that 
154 employees and work-
ers’ organisations would 
jointly formulate a com-
mon programme of action 
at the June 29 protest in 
Delhi. AITUC State Vice-
President Tatipaka Madhu, 
District General Secretary 
K Rambabu, Working Presi-
dent Allam Venkateswara 
Rao, District Vice-President 
V Kondala Rao and other 
union leaders were present.

Trade unions to protest in Delhi
on June 29 against Labour Codes
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UNION Minister of 
State for Steel and 
Heavy Industries 
Bhupathiraju Srinivasa 
Varma has assured that 
the construction of the 
Railway over Bridge 
(ROB) at Undi will be 
completed on a fast-track 
basis and opened for 
public use by the Dasara 
festival. 

The Minister inspected 
the ongoing construction 
works at the project site on 
Wednesday and reviewed 
the progress with officials. 
He sought an explanation 
for the delays in execution 
and was briefed on the 
status of the project. 

Officials informed him 
that while three bridge 
slabs are to be laid as part 
of the project, two have 
already been completed.  
They said work on the 
third slab is awaiting 
approval from the Railway 
Department. Responding to 
the issue, Srinivasa Varma 
said he would take up the 
matter with senior railway 
authorities and ensure that 
the required permissions 
are granted within three 
days so that construction 
can proceed without further 
delay.

Speaking to the media, 
the Minister said technical 
issues had arisen after the 

previous contractor failed 
to execute the work. He 
stated that the matter was 
brought to the attention 
of Union Ministers and 
senior officials, following 
which a new contractor 
was appointed, resulting 
in faster progress of the 
project.  He directed 
officials to ensure that 
all remaining works are 
completed by October. 
The Minister also 
said he would secure 
approval for a halt of 
the Machilipatnam–
Visakhapatnam Express 
at Undi Railway Station, a 
long-pending demand of 
local residents.

Completion of Undi 
ROB by Dasara assured 
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CHAIRMAN of the Dedicated 
Commission, Rajeev Ranjan 
Mishra, received representations 
and suggestions from members of 
the public, people’s representatives, 
political leaders and Backward 
Classes (BC) associations during 
a consultation programme held 
at the Collectorate in Guntur 
on Wednesday. The meeting 
was organised as part of the 
Commission’s ongoing study on the 
implementation of reservations for 
Backward Classes in local bodies 
across Andhra Pradesh.

During the interaction, the 
Commission sought views on the 
implementation of BC reservations 
in local bodies in the erstwhile 
Guntur district, as well as issues 
related to the social, economic 
and political empowerment of BC 
communities. 

Representatives from various 
BC organisations, community 
groups and political parties 
submitted written representations 
and recommendations to the 
Commission. They highlighted the 
need for adequate and effective 
representation of Backward Classes 
in local bodies and urged the 
Commission to consider measures 

that would further empower BC 
communities in the democratic 
process. Addressing the gathering, 
Rajeev Ranjan Mishra assured 
participants that all representations, 
suggestions and recommendations 
received during the consultations 
would be carefully examined. He 
said the Commission was committed 
to conducting a comprehensive 
study and would take into account 
the views of all stakeholders before 
preparing its report for submission 
to the Government. Joint collector 
Ashutosh Srivastava and other 
district officials attended the 
programme and coordinated the 
proceedings.

Dedicated Commission receives representations in Guntur
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GUNTUR Municipal Corpo-
ration (GMC) Commissioner 
K. Mayur Ashok has suspend-
ed four Booth Level Officers 
(BLOs) for remaining absent 
from the ongoing Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) of 
electoral rolls without obtain-
ing prior permission from the 
concerned authorities.

According to official orders 
issued on Wednesday, the 
suspended officials are V. Raj 
Kumar, attached to Polling Sta-
tion No. 243, and K Nagaraju, 

attached to Polling Station No. 
164, both from the Guntur 
West Assembly Constituency. 
Dharani, attached to Polling 
Station No. 225, and B. Pawan 
Kumar, attached to Polling Sta-
tion No. 72, from the Guntur 
East Assembly Constituency, 
were also suspended.

The Commissioner stated 
that the officials failed to at-
tend the crucial Special Inten-
sive Revision duties, which 
are essential for ensuring the 
accuracy and integrity of the 
electoral rolls. He stressed that 
election-related responsibili-
ties are of utmost importance 

and warned that strict action 
would be taken against any 
staff member found neglecting 
such duties.

K Mayur Ashok reiterated 
the administration’s com-
mitment to conducting the 
revision process efficiently and 
transparently. He said all of-
ficials involved in the exercise 
must discharge their responsi-
bilities diligently and adhere to 
the prescribed guidelines.

The Commissioner also ap-
pealed to citizens to cooperate 
fully with Booth Level Officers 
who visit households as part 
of the electoral roll revision 

exercise. He urged residents to 
provide the required informa-
tion and documents promptly 
to facilitate the smooth and 
successful completion of the 
revision process. 

The Special Intensive Revi-
sion is a key exercise aimed 
at updating voter records and 
ensuring that eligible citizens 
are accurately included in 
the electoral rolls ahead of 
future elections. Authorities 
have emphasized that public 
participation and the active 
involvement of field-level staff 
are critical to the success of the 
programme.

Four BLOs suspended for neglecting duties
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PENUGANCHIPROLU and Ibrahimpatnam 
Aspirational Blocks in NTR District are stead-
ily progressing towards becoming Inspirational 
Blocks through coordinated efforts by various 
departments, said National Water Mission Di-
rector and Central Prabhari Officer Nelapatla 
Ashok Babu on Wednesday.

Speaking to the media after reviewing devel-
opmental activities in Penuganchiprolu Mandal, 
Ashok Babu said Penuganchiprolu had already 
achieved 100 per cent progress in 27 of the 38 
key indicators identified under the Aspirational 
Blocks Programme. 

Efforts are being intensified to achieve the tar-
gets in the remaining 11 indicators at the earli-
est, he added.

The Central Prabhari Officer visited the 
Ayushman Arogya Mandir at Gummadidurru 
village, interacted with beneficiaries of the Prad-
han Mantri Awaas Yojana-Gramin (PMAY-G) at 
Lingagudem village, and inspected the Angan-
wadi Centre at Thotacherla.

 He also visited the GKPK Innovative Hub at 
Sanagapadu and reviewed the use of modern 
technologies in providing services to farmers.

He said special focus is being given to im-
proving SSC pass percentages, groundwater 
recharge, implementation of Jal Jeevan Mission, 
healthcare and nutrition indicators. 

Penuganchiprolu making rapid progress 
towards becoming inspirational block

National Water Mission Director and Central 

Prabhari Officer Nelapatla Ashok Babuat 
Sanagapadu in NTR district on Wednesday
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SUPERINTENDENT of 
Police B Umamaheswar 
warned on Wednesday 
that negligence towards 
student safety would not 
be tolerated.

Acting on his orders, 
police officers carried 
out inspections of buses 
and vans belonging to 
private schools and col-
leges across the district. 
The drive was taken up 
following the reopening 
of schools and colleges in 
Andhra Pradesh. During 
the inspections, officers 
checked vehicle fit-
ness certificates, driver 
licenses, emergency exit 
doors, fire extinguishers, 
window safety rods, and 
other related documents.

The SP warned that 

strict action would be 
taken against manage-
ment using old and unfit 
vehicles. Only experi-
enced drivers should be 
appointed for student 
transport, he said. Such 
inspections would con-
tinue regularly, he added. 
Awareness programs will 

be held soon for school 
managements, vehicle 
operators, and drivers.

Parents were advised 
to contact Dial 112 or 
the Bapatla District 
Command and Control 
Center at 8333813228 
to report any safety 
concerns.

POLICE CHECK SCHOOL, 
COLLEGE VEHICLES 

Bapatla district police inspecting the safety measures in 

place at educational Institutions buses on Wednesday
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TATA Consultancy Ser-
vices (TCS) is set to signifi-
cantly expand its presence 
in Andhra Pradesh, with 
plans to strengthen its Vi-
sakhapatnam operations 
and build a workforce of 
nearly 20,000 employ-
ees over the next three to 
five years, according to 
TCS Visakhapatnam De-
livery Centre Head Ravi 
Bhavaraju.

Addressing final-year 
engineering students at a 
free placement talk organ-
ised by the Training and 
Placement Cell of SRKR 
Engineering College here 
on Wednesday, Bhavaraju 
highlighted the company’s 
growth plans and the in-
creasing opportunities for 

aspiring engineers in the 
state. The programme was 
presided over by Dr K R 
Satyanarayana, Head of 
the Training and Place-
ment Cell. Speaking on 
the occasion, Bhavaraju 
said TCS intends to work 
closely with educational 
institutions and govern-
ment organisations to 
promote innovation, skill 
development, and techno-
logical advancement. Col-

lege Principal Dr KV Mu-
ralikrishna Raju and Dean 
of Training and Placement 
Dr K R Satyanarayana 
stated that TCS has con-
sistently extended strong 
support to SRKR Engi-
neering College over the 
years.  TCS Business HR 
Head D Mallik, Senior HR 
Recruiter Prafulla Bam-
midi, faculty members, 
and students participated 
in the programme.

TCS plans major 
expansion in AP

TCS Visakhapatnam Delivery Centre Head Ravi 

Bhavaraju addressing students in Bhimavaram on 

Wednesday


