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Govt ensures minimum Rs 6 per kg 
for Totapuri mangoes, says Collector

Hans News Service 
Tirupati

DISTRICT Collector 
Dr S Venkateswar 
has said that Totapuri 
mango procurement is 
progressing smoothly in 
the district and farmers 
need not have any concerns 
regarding purchase 
process. Along with 

Srikalahasti RDO Bhanu 
Prakash Reddy, he visited 
Varsha Processing Unit 
in Renigunta mandal on 
Wednesday and reviewed 
procurement operations, 
price implementation and 
services being provided 
to farmers. The Collector 

said the government 
had extended support to 
farmers after the difficulties 
faced last year due to excess 
production. Although 
market conditions are 
better this year, the State 
government has directed 
that farmers should receive 

not less than Rs 6 per 
kilogram for Totapuri 
mangoes, he said. The 
Chief Minister had recently 
interacted with mango 
farmers during his visit to 
Tirupati and assured them 
of government support.

The next 10 to 15 
days would be crucial 
for Totapuri season. He 
advised farmers to harvest 
only fully matured fruits 
and avoid selling unripe 
mangoes, as it could 
result in losses to them. 
To prevent inconvenience 
to farmers and transport 
vehicles at processing 
units, all units have been 
instructed to implement 
a token system. He said 
Varsha Processing Unit 
had already issued advance 
tokens to farmers from 
Kodur region, significantly 
reducing vehicle congestion. 

Vehicles arriving at the 
unit are being unloaded 
and cleared within six to 
12 hours, enabling faster 
procurement.

Dr Venkateswar said 
Varsha Processing Unit 
alone had procured more 
than 25,000 tonnes of 
Totapuri mangoes in the 
last 10 days. Including 
purchases by other units, 
procurement in the district 
has reached around 80,000 
to 90,000 tonnes so far. The 
district is expected to record 
nearly 2.5 lakh tonnes of 
Totapuri production this 
season, including Kodur 
region. He warned that strict 
action would be taken against 
any processing unit found 
paying less than Rs 6 per 
kilogram and asked farmers 
to immediately report such 
instances to the notice of the 
district administration.
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RTIH strengthens innovation 
ecosystem with new facilities

Hans News Service 
Tirupati

DISTRICT Collector Dr S 
Venkateswar inaugurated 
the newly established Idea 
Lab and Studio Room at 
Ratan Tata Innovation 
Hub (RTIH) in Tirupati 
on Wednesday, aimed at 
strengthening innovation, 
entrepreneurship and 
technology development in 
the region.

During his visit, the 
Collector interacted with 
startups supported by 
RTIH and reviewed several 
innovative technologies 
developed to address 
challenges in healthcare, 
infrastructure and society. 
The innovations showcased 
included Squint Sense, an 
AI-powered portable device 
for diagnosing strabismus, 
an AI-based intelligent 
hand rehabilitation 
glove for post-stroke 
therapy, Infra Robot for 
underground drainage 
monitoring and cleaning, 
and UniHub, an AI-
powered platform designed 
to accelerate hardware 
innovation.

He also met participants 
of the ongoing Drone 

Bootcamp being conducted 
at RTIH and interacted 
with resource person 
Venkata Kamesh. He 
appreciated the enthusiasm 
of the participants and 
encouraged them to utilise 
emerging technologies to 
develop practical solutions 
while contributing to the 
country’s growing drone 
sector.

RTIH Chief Executive 
Officer Vijayawanth 
Mathur said Idea Lab 
has been established to 
support ideation, design 
thinking, innovation and 
prototype development for 
students, innovators and 
startups. He said the Studio 
Room has been created 
as a dedicated space for 
podcast production, startup 
interviews, founder stories, 
digital content creation and 
outreach activities, helping 
entrepreneurs communicate 
their ideas effectively 
through multimedia 
platforms.

Head of Incubation 
Dr D Pragathi said RTIH 
remains committed to 
promoting innovation-
driven entrepreneurship 
and supporting the 
commercialisation of 
technology across the 
state. She highlighted 
the importance of 
infrastructure, mentorship 
and ecosystem support in 
transforming ideas into 
successful ventures.

Government officials, 
startup founders, 
innovators, mentors, 
industry representatives, 
students and RTIH team 
members participated in 
the programme. RTIH also 
acknowledged the support 
of its ecosystem partners, 
including Adani Group, 
Navayuga Group, Amara 
Raja Group and Indian 
Institute of Technology 
Tirupati. Srikalahasti 
Revenue Divisional Officer 
Bhanu Prakash Reddy was 
also present.
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Hans News Service 
Nellore

MARKING another 
milestone in advanced 
healthcare, Narayana 
Medical College Hospital 
has performed first robotic 
knee replacement surgery 
successfully on Wednesday, 
thus introducing state-of-
the-art orthopedic robotic 
surgery services for the 
people of the region. 

Addressing the media 
on Wednesday, Dr P 
Srinivasulu Reddy, 
Dean, Narayana Medical 
College, stated that a new 
chapter has begun in knee 
replacement surgeries. 

Dr Biju Ravindran, 
Coordinator of Narayana 
Medical Institutions and 
Head of the Department 
of Orthopedics, said that 
Narayana has already been 
offering conventional total 
knee replacement surgery 
at an affordable cost of 

just Rs 95,000. To further 
enhance patient care and 
provide latest treatment 
options, the hospital has 
now introduced robotic 
knee replacement surgery 
and successfully completed 
the first procedure.

Dr R Prabhavathi, 
Medical Superintendent, 
Narayana Hospital, said 
people should contact 91543 

92476 for robotic surgery. 
Dr R Prabhavathi, 

Medical Superintendent; 
Joint Replacement Surgeons 
Dr K Harikrishna Reddy 
and Dr Vishnuvardhan 
Reddy; Dr Krishna 
Chaitanya, Head of 
Anaesthesiology; Dr 
Haritha; AC Sekhar Reddy, 
AGM – PR & Marketing 
were present.
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performs its first robotic 

knee replacement surgery

Hans News Service 
Nellore

Dr S Vigna Charan announced that the 
Department of Cardiothoracic & Vascular 
Surgery at Medicover Hospitals, Nellore 
— which provides advanced medical care 
for complex heart, lung and chest-related 
conditions — has successfully performed 
over 400 cardiothoracic surgeries with a 
success rate of 99.5%.

Briefing the media here on Wednesday, 
he said that these surgeries included 
Coronary Artery Bypass Grafting (CABG), 
heart valve replacement, minimally 
invasive cardiac surgeries, and procedures 
for congenital heart defects. 

He attributed these achievements to 

the availability of modern technology, 
a dedicated Cardiac ICU, and a team of 
experienced doctors. Center Head Lavanya 
was also present.

Medicover completes over 
400 cardiothoracic surgeries

Hans News Service  
Nellore

MUNICIPAL Corporation 
Commissioner YO Nandan 
inspected the ongoing 
construction of new 
drainage canals works 
at Old ZP Office area of 
Achari Street on Wednesday. 
He reviewed progress of 
the works and directed 
the engineering staff to 
construct the drainage canals 
strictly as per approved 
markings and specifications. 
He stressed the need to 
maintain prescribed quality 
standards at every stage of 
construction and instructed 
officials to closely monitor 
the execution of the project.

The Commissioner that 
all construction activities 
should adhere to the 
stipulated guidelines to 
facilitate smooth flow of 
sewage and stormwater. He 
emphasised the importance 
of taking adequate 
precautionary measures to 
prevent any obstructions 
and ensure that the works 
are completed within the 
stipulated timeframe.

SE Rahantu Jani, EE 
Chandrayya, Deputy 
Engineer Raghuram, City 
Planner Raghunadha 
Rao, Town Planning 

Officer Satish, Surveyor 
Edukondalu, officials from 
sanitation department, ward 
secretariat secretaries and 
other staff participated in the 
inspection. 

Later in the day, the 
Municipal Commissioner 
Nandan, as per the 
directions of the Election 
Commission of India, 
conducted a field inspection 
of the ongoing Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) 
of electoral rolls being 
undertaken within the 
municipal limits. 

He visited various polling 
booth areas in Mulapeta, 
reviewed progress of the 
voter enumeration process 
and participated in electoral 
roll revision exercise by 
filling out enumeration 
forms along with 
supervisors, Booth Level 
Officers and Booth Level 
Agents.

The Commissioner 
interacted with voters and 
addressed their queries 
regarding the process. 
He provided detailed 
explanations on various 
aspects of the exercise and 
clarified misconceptions 
among public, creating 
greater awareness about 
electoral roll revision 
programme.

Municipal Commissioner YO Nandan inspecting drainage 
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construction works


