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Lokesh counters Tharoor, 
backs Naidu on delimitation

Hans News Service  
Vijayawada 

IT and HRD minister Nara 
Lokesh on Wednesday 
strongly defended Chief 
Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu’s stand on delimita-
tion, countering Congress 
MP Shashi Tharoor and 
arguing that expanding the 
Lok Sabha while retaining 
states’ existing proportional 
share of seats is both fair and 
constitutionally justified.

In a post on X, Lokesh 
said the constitutional freeze 
on seat allocation based on 
the 1971 Census was al-
ways temporary and is due 
to expire after 2026. He ar-

gued that without corrective 
measures, southern states 
could face a reduction in 
their share of representation 
and blamed the Congress 
for opposing constitutional 
changes that could have ad-
dressed the issue.

Stating that India’s popu-
lation has grown from about 
55 crore in 1971 to nearly 
146 crore today, Lokesh said 
Lok Sabha expansion is a 
democratic necessity as MPs 
now represent far more citi-
zens than they did when the 
freeze was imposed.

He maintained that in-
creasing seats while preserv-
ing the existing proportion-
al share of all states would 

protect states that success-
fully implemented popula-
tion control measures while 
ensuring improved repre-
sentation for citizens across 
the country.

The remarks came in 
response to Tharoor’s 
criticism of Chandrababu 
Naidu’s support for a 50 per 
cent increase in Lok Sabha 
seats. Tharoor argued that 
even with proportional in-
creases, larger states would 
gain significantly greater 
political influence due to 
their higher number of MPs.

Rejecting that argument, 
Lokesh said parliamen-
tary equations remain un-
changed if all states receive 
the same proportional in-
crease in representation, 
adding that no state gains 
an advantage when the pro-
portional balance is main-
tained.

l	Defends CM Naidu’s stand, says expanding Lok Sabha with proportional seat 

share is fair and constitutional 

l	Argues freeze on 1971 Census allocation ends in 2026; warns southern states 

risk losing representation without corrective measures.
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CHIEF Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu on Wednes-
day ordered the suspen-
sion of Krishnalanka circle 
inspector Nagaraju and 
directed an IPS-level inves-
tigation into the disappear-
ance of Sai Krishna from 
Vijayawada, following a 
high-level review meeting 
at the State Secretariat.

Soon after returning 
from his Singapore visit, the 
Chief Minister convened a 
meeting with Deputy Chief 
Minister Pawan Kalyan and 
senior police officials to re-
view the sensational case. 
During the meeting, offi-
cials briefed the two lead-
ers on the circumstances 

surrounding the disappear-
ance of Sai Krishna, a resi-
dent of Krishnalanka.

Expressing concern over 
the allegations linked to 
the case, the Chief Minis-
ter directed senior police 
officials to immediately 
suspend CI Nagaraju and 
ordered that the matter be 
investigated by a senior IPS 
officer. He stressed that the 
probe must be impartial 
and thorough and called 
for stringent action against 
all those found responsible.

Chief secretary G Sai 
Prasad, DGP Harish Ku-
mar Gupta, intelligence 
chief Mahesh Chandra 
Laddha and Vijayawada 
police commissioner Ra-
jasekhar Babu attended the 
review meeting.

Meanwhile, YSRCP state 
spokesperson Vangaveeti 
Narendra alleged that the 
incident had raised serious 
questions about govern-
ance and accountability. He 
claimed that Sai Krishna 
was taken into police custo-
dy but was never produced 
before a court and alleged 
that his body was cremated 
without being handed over 
to family members.

Demanding action 
against all those involved, 
including senior officials, 
Narendra questioned 
whether such an inci-
dent could have occurred 
without political backing 
and criticized what he de-
scribed as attempts to set-
tle the issue rather than  
ensure justice.

SAI KRISHNA DISAPPEARANCE CASE

CM orders suspension of Vijayawada CI 

Work unitedly for NDA’s return to power in 2029: MP Daggumalla
Hans News Service 

Kuppam (Chittoor district)

CHITTOOR MP Daggumalla Prasada 
Rao called upon NDA alliance leaders and 
party workers to work unitedly to take the 
welfare and development initiatives of the 
coalition government to people and en-
sure the alliance’s return to power in 2029 
general elections. Addressing a meeting 
in Kuppam on Wednesday on the occa-
sion of the completion of two-year NDA 
government’s tenure in the State, he said 
the government had achieved success in 
implementing Super Six welfare schemes.

The MP said alliance leaders and work-
ers should make greater efforts to com-
municate the government’s welfare and 
development programmes to people at 
grassroots level. Party cadre should coun-
ter criticism by YSR Congress Party re-
garding 2025 Mega DSC recruitment pro-
cess, stating that it had been conducted 
transparently by the government. Public 
awareness about the works undertaken by 
the Central and State governments would 
help counter opposition criticism and 
strengthen public support for the alliance, 
he felt.

APSRTC Vice-Chairman PS Munirat-

nam and PKMUDA Chairman Dr Suresh 
alleged that YSRCP was criticising the 
government for political reasons. They 
said the coalition government was com-
mitted to development and welfare and 
had implemented the Super Six schemes 
sincerely. They added that the welfare cel-
ebrations were being organised to engage 
with people and understand their needs.

Former MLC Gounivari Srinivasulu, 
TTD Board member V Santharam, APIIC 
Director Prem Kumar, RESCO Chairman 
Pratap and others participated in the pro-
gramme. 

Chittoor MP D Prasada Rao addressing 

TDP cadre in Kuppam on Wednesday

SP inaugurates new rural 
circle office in Pullampet

Hans News Service  
Tirupati 

DISTRICT Superintendent 
of Police L Subba Rayudu 
inaugurated new Railway 
Kodur Rural circle office at 
Pullampet on Wednesday. 
Later, he inspected the of-
fice and reviewed available 
facilities, administrative 
procedures and the services 
that will be offered to the 
public

The SP said the office will 
make police services faster, 
more transparent and more 
accountable. He noted that 
after district reorganiza-
tion, two circle offices for 
Railway Kodur constitu-
ency continued to operate 
from Railway Kodur town, 
forcing many residents of 

rural areas, especially from 
Pullampet, Penagaluru and 
Obulavaripalli mandals to 
travel to Railway Kodur for 
petitions and administra-
tive matters. To solve this 
problem, the new circle 
office has been opened at 
Pullampet mandal center, 
he added.

SP L Subba Rayudu 

inaugurating new Railway 

Kodur Rural circle office in 
Pullampet on Wednesday


