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REVENUE, Housing and In-
formation & Public Relations 
Minister Ponguleti Srinivas 
Reddy has said that the State 
Government is committed to 
ensuring that no poor family is 
forced to live in a thatched hut 
and that every household has 
access to a safe and dignified 
home.

Reviewing the implementa-
tion of the second phase of the 
Indiramma Housing Scheme 
through a teleconference with 
Housing Department officials 
on Wednesday, the Minister 
directed authorities to give 
the highest priority to families 
currently residing in huts 
while sanctioning new houses. 
Other applications, he said, 
should be considered only 
after all eligible hut dwellers 
are covered.

As part of the initiative, 
officials have been instructed 
to conduct an intensive field 
survey across villages, wards 
and municipalities to identify 
hut dwellers and verify exist-
ing government records. 

The survey will also include 
verification of around 75,000 
applications received during 
the Praja Palana programme 
from individuals claiming to 
live in huts. 

Lists of eligible beneficiaries 
will be prepared at the MPDO 
level and submitted for ap-
proval.

The Minister stressed that 
the selection process must 
be transparent and free from 
discrimination based on caste, 
religion or political affiliation. 
Families living in huts, who 
did not apply earlier have also 
been given an opportunity to 
submit applications at their re-
spective MPDO offices, which 
will be verified through field 
inspections.

The government has decid-
ed to construct 2.5 lakh houses 
in the second phase of the 
Indiramma Housing Scheme, 
with 2,000 houses allocated to 
each Assembly constituency.

Special emphasis is also 
being placed on the Roof 
Replacement Scheme. Under 
this programme, 50,000 
houses statewide--500 in each 
constituency--will be selected 
for assistance. Families living 
in houses with structurally 
sound walls but unsafe roofs 
made of tarpaulin sheets, 
tin sheets or stone slabs will 
receive financial assistance of 
up to Rs 2 lakh to construct 
RCC roofs.

The Minister also directed 
officials to identify and sup-
port incomplete houses 
sanctioned under previous 
schemes, including Indiram-
ma and Gruhalakshmi. He 
reiterated that the Beneficiary-
Led Construction (BLC) 
model would continue, with 
permission for G+1 construc-
tion in urban areas where plot 
sizes are limited.

Ponguleti: Cong govt rooting 
for a thatched hut-free state

Minister directs officials to prioritise hut dwellers in second phase of Indiramma Housing Scheme
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THE State Government 
has announced the en-
hancement of the Dear-
ness Allowance for elec-
tricity employees. The 
decision was made on 
Wednesday during a 
meeting with Energy De-
partment officials at the 
headquarters of Telangana 
State Power Generation 
Corporation in Vidyut 
Soudha. Deputy Chief 
Minister Mallu Bhatti 
Vikramarka approved the 
proposal to increase the 
DA for employees, arti-
sans, and pensioners of 
power utilities with effect 
from January 1 of this year. 

The government has 
decided to raise the DA 
by 1.621 per cent, increas-
ing it from 17.651 per cent 
to 19.272 per cent. This 
DA hike will result in an 
additional financial bur-
den of approximately Rs 
9.35 crore per month on 
the government, directly 
benefiting 70,804 power 
sector employees and 
pensioners. The Deputy 
Chief Minister expressed 
satisfaction that uninter-
rupted power supply was 
maintained even when 
consumption reached a 
record 341 million units 
on March 13, 2026. Ac-
cording to projections, 
peak power demand 
will reach 34,137 MW 
by 2035–36, nearly dou-
bling the current peak of 
18,548 MW, whilst annual 
requirements will rise to 
152,626 million units. As 
the monsoon approaches, 
he directed officials of re-
gional distribution and 
transmission corporations 
to remain fully prepared, 
instructing field-level staff 
to stay highly vigilant.

Bandi Sanjay urges cooperatives 
to set up solar plants across TG
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UNION Minister of State 
for Home Affairs Bandi 
Sanjay Kumar called upon 
cooperative societies 
across Telangana to take 
advantage of the Central 
Government’s support 
and establish solar power 
plants to generate substan-
tial revenue. 

During his visit to 
Choppadandi in Karimna-
gar district, he said that a 
1 MW solar plant can earn 
up to Rs 50 lakh per year, 
making it a highly profit-
able venture for coopera-
tives and individuals with 
adequate land.

The Minister inspected 
a Jan Aushadhi Kendra 
during his tour and inter-
acted with staff and ben-
eficiaries. He noted that 
the centres were providing 
quality medicines at sig-
nificantly lower prices and 
urged people to make full 
use of them. Later, he vis-
ited the newly established 

1 MW solar plant on the 
outskirts of Choppadandi 
and reviewed details re-
lated to project cost, loan 
structure, and operational 
capacity. In a media state-
ment, Bandi Sanjay ex-
plained that under the 
PM-KUSUM scheme, the 
Modi government is ac-
tively encouraging cooper-
atives to set up solar plants. 
He said NABARD is offer-
ing loans covering over 
80% of the project cost, 
making it easier for socie-

ties to invest. The total cost 
of a 1 MW plant is Rs 3.80 
crore, of which the cooper-
ative must contribute Rs 40 
lakh, while Rs 3.40 crore is 
provided as a loan by NA-
BARD at 4% interest.

He added that coopera-
tives that repay EMIs on 
time receive a 3% interest 
rebate, effectively reducing 
the loan interest to just 1%. 
“This is a golden oppor-
tunity for cooperatives to 
secure long-term income 
and strengthen rural fi-

nancial systems,” he said.
The Minister highlight-

ed that the Choppadandi 
plant is the first such pro-
ject in the Karimnagar 
Parliamentary constituen-
cy, while four others have 
been set up in Peddapalli 
district. He urged coop-
eratives across the state to 
adopt this model, noting 
that DISCOMs purchase 
power at Rs 3 per unit, en-
suring steady revenue.

Bandi Sanjay also clari-
fied that individuals can 
apply for solar plant loans 
at 9% interest, with a 3% 
rebate for timely repay-
ment. He said that setting 
up a 1 MW plant requires 
3 acres of land, and those 
with available land should 
apply immediately to ben-
efit from the scheme.

Reiterating the Centre’s 
commitment, he said the 
government would extend 
all necessary support to 
expand solar infrastruc-
ture and help rural com-
munities achieve financial 
stability.

Union Minister of State for Home Affairs Bandi Sanjay 

Kumar interacts with local farmers and cooperative 

society members during his visit to a solar power plant 

at Choppadandi in Karimngar district on Wednesday

12 OU BDS students face 
action over alleged ragging
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THE Sultan Bazar police have reg-
istered a case against 12 Bachelor of 
Dental Surgery students for allegedly 
ragging junior students at Osmania 
Medical College. The incident report-
edly came to light after first-year stu-
dents lodged formal complaints al-
leging harassment by senior students. 

According to the police, a case was 
registered against 12 final-year BDS 
students under the Telangana Pro-
hibition of Ragging Act following an 
official complaint lodged by college 
principal Sanjeev Singh Yadav. The 
students of Government Dental Col-
lege are currently accommodated in 
the Osmania Medical College hostel, 
where the alleged incident took place.

Taking a serious view of the matter, 

the college administration 
initiated immediate 
disciplinary action 
and suspended 
the 12 final-year 
BDS students for 
six months for 
subjecting their 
juniors to physi-
cal and mental 
harassment. 

The principal 
said first-year stu-
dents complained that 
seniors ordered them to 
bring cigarettes, food items, and 
pick up deliveries. Students also al-

leged they faced physical 
punishments, includ-

ing wall-chairs and 
sit-ups, and were 

o c c a s i o n a l l y 
forced to miss 
regular academ-
ic activities and 
clinical post-
ings. 

Meanwhile, the 
Sultan Bazar police 

have registered the 
case, counselled those 

involved, and are inves-
tigating whether more students 

were actively involved.

College administration suspends seniors as police 
launch investigation into harassment allegations

Pawan fulfils ailing fan’s 
wish with personal visit

Also fulfils another wish of Niranjan by promising to arrange a 
pet dog after learning of the teenager’s fondness for animals

Warangal

ANDHRA Pradesh Deputy Chief 
Minister and Jana Sena Party presi-
dent Pawan Kalyan on Wednesday  
visited the residence of 17-year-old 
Niranjan in Hanamkonda, fulfilling the 
young fan’s long-cherished wish to meet 
him.

Niranjan, who is battling a rare genet-
ic disorder that has left him bedridden, 
was personally comforted by the Deputy 
Chief Minister during the emotional 
visit.

 Pawan Kalyan enquired about his 
health, interacted with his parents, and 
offered spiritual support by presenting 
Tirupati temple Teertha Prasadam. He 
also extended financial assistance of Rs.1 
lakh towards medical expenses.

Moved by the family’s circumstances, 
Pawan Kalyan directed Jana Sena lead-
ers to help improve the family’s liveli-
hood by facilitating a canteen business. 
He further promised to arrange special 
prayers at the revered Bhadrakali Am-
mavari Temple and present a consecrat-
ed silver idol of Goddess Bhadrakali to 
the family.

The Deputy Chief Minister also ful-
filled another wish of Niranjan by prom-

ising to arrange a pet dog after learning 
of the teenager’s fondness for animals. 
During the interaction, Niranjan shared 
old photographs and videos of himself 
performing dance routines imitating 
Pawan Kalyan from the time when he 
was healthy, earning him the nickname 
“Chota Gabbar Singh”.

Following the visit, Pawan Kalyan 
proceeded to the Bhadrakali Temple in 
Warangal to offer prayers.
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