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Crime down 14% in two

» Home minister says
Rs 247 cr saved from
cyber fraud

» 8,396 missing persons
traced; 56,674 ganja
cases registered under
anti-drug drive

» Emergency response time
cut to under 10 minutes;
over 6,000 police
personnel recruited

HaNs NEws SERVICE
VIJAYAWADA

HOME minister Vangalapudi Anitha
on Tuesday said the NDA coalition
government has achieved signifi-
cant improvements in law and order,
women’s safety, cybercrime preven-
tion and anti-drug enforcement dur-
ing its first two years in office, with
the state’s overall crime rate declining
by 14.1 per cent.

Addressing a press conference at
the Secretariat, Anitha said the gov-
ernment has strengthened policing
through the use of CCTV surveil-
lance, drones, artificial intelligence-
based analytics and digital monitor-
ing systems, enabling faster crime
detection and investigation.

Home minister Vangalapudi Anitha addresses a press conference along with
officials at the Secretariat on Tuesday

Highlighting women’s safety ini-
tiatives, the minister said over 11.15
lakh SOS alerts have been received
through the Shakti app, with au-
thorities responding promptly to
emergency calls. She said dedicated
women’s protection mechanisms and
technology-based safety systems have
been established across the state.

Under Operation Muskaan, police
traced and reunited 8,396 missing
persons, including children, women
and elderly citizens, with their fami-
lies. The government has also inten-
sified action against crimes involving
children, with 2,293 victims receiving

counselling and rehabilitation sup-
port.

Anitha said the state has launched
an aggressive crackdown on narcot-
ics and ganja cultivation through the
EAGLE enforcement unit. According
to the minister, authorities registered
56,674 ganja-related cases, initiated
legal action against 2,366 individuals
and seized assets worth more than Rs
4 crore.

In the cybercrime sector, she said
coordinated efforts involving cyber
war rooms, banks, telecom operators
and the 1930 cyber helpline helped
prevent losses of nearly Re 247 crore

le: Anitha

to online fraudsters.

The minister said emergency re-
sponse services have been signifi-
cantly strengthened, reducing aver-
age response time from 30 minutes
in 2024 to less than 10 minutes, while
achieving a response efficiency rate of
97.47 per cent.

On police welfare, Anitha said the
government recruited more than
6,000 police personnel, promoted 505
gazetted officers and increased the
stipend for constable trainees from
Rs 4,000 to Rs 7,500 per month.

She also said the government is
modernising forensic infrastructure,
with forensic examinations com-
pleted in 7,793 cases between January
and May this year and strengthening
prosecution systems to improve con-
viction rates.

According to the minister, courts
delivered judgments in 279 major
criminal cases, resulting in eight
death sentences, three life imprison-
ment terms, 42 convictions carrying
sentences of more than 20 years and
14 convictions carrying 14 year pris-
on terms.

Anitha said the government’s focus
remains on technology-driven polic-
ing, public safety, police welfare and
ensuring effective delivery of justice
across the state.

SIR: ECI enables online
submission of forms
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» The Election
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enabled online filling
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Gandikota project gains pace,
phase-I1I tenders invited

—\ » Rs 5,250-cr drinking water project
being implemented in two phases
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MSME, SERP and NRI empowerment minister Kondapalli Srinivas, along with senior officials of the
departments, speaks to the media at the Secretariat on Tuesday

MSME sector got<1.9 L-cr
in two years: Srinivas

» MSME, SERP and NRI
affairs minister says
MSME parks, private
industrial parks and
revival policy have
driven investment and
job creation

» Women SHGs provided
Rs 63,000 cr bank
linkage; 5 lakh new
women entrepreneurs
is target

» Informs that APNRTS
resolved 1,376 NRI
grievances

» Social security
pensions cross
Rs 33,000 cr annually
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THE state government ex-
tended more than Rs 1.9 lakh
crore in bank credit to the
micro, small and medium en-
terprises (MSME) sector over
the past two years while imple-
menting a range of industrial
reforms and entrepreneurship
programmes aimed at boost-
ing economic growth and em-
ployment, MSME, SERP and
NRI empowerment minister
Kondapalli Srinivas said on
Tuesday.

Addressing a press confer-

ence on achievements of NDA
coalition government in the
past two years at the Secretar-
iat, Srinivas said the govern-
ment has identified MSMEs
as a key driver of industrial
expansion, investment attrac-
tion and job creation. Andhra
Pradesh currently has around
55,000 micro enterprises,
8,000 small enterprises and
over 1,000 medium enterpris-
es. The sector comprises 49
per cent services, 28 per cent
trade and 23 per cent manu-
facturing.

To strengthen industrial
growth, the government has
introduced more than 20
sector-specific policies cover-
ing textiles, food processing,
electric mobility, clean en-
ergy, electronics, defence and
aerospace, logistics, pharma-
ceuticals and medical devices.
MSME parks are being devel-
oped across the state, and land
has already been allotted to
792 industries, which are ex-
pected to generate more than
1.03 lakh jobs.

Srinivas said the Private
Industrial Park Policy is ex-
pected to attract investments
of over Rs 1,900 crore and cre-
ate 16,500 jobs. A dedicated
MSME revival policy has also
been launched to support
stressed units through restruc-
turing and investment mobi-

lisation. In the past two years,
MSMEs received more than
Rs 22,448 crore in collateral-
free loans under the CGTMSE
scheme and over Rs 40,000
crore under the PM MUDRA
programme.

The government has also
established a Rs 100-crore
Collateral-Free Loan Guaran-
tee Fund and launched the Rs
300-crore Chief Minister En-
trepreneurship Advancement
Programme (CMAP), which
is expected to generate more
than 17,600 jobs.

The minister spoke of the
government’s focus on wom-
en’s empowerment, noting
that self-help groups received
bank linkage support exceed-
ing Rs 63,000 crore and over
Rs 9,300 crore through the
Sreenidhi credit system. The
government created one lakh
women entrepreneurs last year
and aims to create another
five lakh this year. The newly
launched ‘Swayam AP’ brand
will market products manu-
factured by womenss self-help
groups across the state.

Srinivas also said the state
government continues to pro-
vide extensive welfare support
through social security pen-
sions and NRI assistance pro-
grammes, while advancing the
NRT Icon Towers project in
Amaravati.

and submission of 3
enumeration forms Q at
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Intensive Revision of purpose only

electoral rolls.

» Voters can complete
the process online
without waiting for a
Booth Level Officer
visit, provided their
mobile number is
linked to their voter
ID and details match
Aadhaar records
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CHIEF  electoral  officer
(CEO) Vivek Yadav on Tues-
day said that the Election
Commissio of India (ECI) has
enabled the facility to fill and
submit enumeration forms
online as part of the SIR. The
ECI kicked off the enumera-
tion period of the Special
Intensive Revision of the elec-
toral roll in the southern state
on June 15, which will contin-
ue for a month until July 14.
“ECI has enabled the facility
for filling and submission of
enumeration form online. Fil-
ing this form online allows to
match elector record with the
historical base roll without

waiting for a Booth Level Of-
ficer (BLO) home visit,” Yadav
said in a press release. Before
availing online submission of
EF via eSign, Yadav said an
elector must meet the prereq-
uisites of mobile linkage and
name matching. Under mo-
bile linkage, he said an elec-
tor’s mobile number must be
linked to his Electoral Photo
Identity Card (EPIC or voter
ID card). Likewise, he said
the spelling of the elector’s
name on EPIC must match
exactly with his Aadhaar card.
If there is a mismatch, the
digital eSign will fail, and the
elector will need to submit a
physical form through his/her
BLO, Yadav added.

Merely two years after the
general elections in the state,
which witnessed the simul-
taneous Parliamentary and
Assembly polls, the ECI is
undertaking the SIR with July
1, 2026 as the qualifying date.
The exercise will cover nearly
4.16 crore electors across 28
districts and 175 Assembly
Constituencies in Andhra
Pradesh.

ONE of the largest rural drinking water projects
in Rayalaseema is gathering momentum. The
state government is pushing ahead with a Rs
5,250-crore scheme to transport and treat wa-
ter from the Gandikota reservoir for supply to
drought-prone areas of Annamayya and Chit-
toor districts.

The ‘Drinking Water Supply Scheme for
Western Chittoor Region’ aims to provide
a permanent solution to the chronic drink-
ing water shortage faced by the western parts
of the erstwhile Chittoor district. The project
will draw water from the Gandikota reservoir
in YSR Kadapa district and supply it to seven
Assembly constituencies spread across An-
namayya and Chittoor districts.

The scheme is being implemented in two
phases at a total estimated cost of over Rs 5,250
crore. While works under Phase-I are already
in progress, the government has invited tenders
for Phase-II, marking a significant step in the
execution of the long-pending project.

Under Phase-I, the government sanctioned
Rs 2,370 crore and commenced works in April
2025. The project is scheduled for completion
by October 2027. Officials said works worth
nearly Rs 90 crore have already been completed
and construction activity is expected to pick up
pace in the coming months. The first phase will
provide drinking water to Rayachoti, Pileru and
Thamballapalle Assembly constituencies.

For Phase-II, tenders worth Rs 2,886 crore
have been invited. Online bids are being ac-
cepted from June 12 to June 27. Rural Water
Supply Chief Engineer Hareram Naik issued

Gandikota reservoir in YSR Kadapa district

orders related to the tender process on June 5.
After completion, the second phase will extend
drinking water supply to Madanapalle, Punga-
nur, Palamaner and Kuppam constituencies.

As part of the project, a balancing reser-
voir will be constructed at Gandikota. Water
will then be conveyed through transmission
pipelines to treatment facilities proposed in
Gurramkonda mandal of Annamayya district.
Separate water treatment plants are being estab-
lished for the two phases.

The Phase-I water treatment plant, estimated
to cost around Rs 300 crore, is already under
construction. A second treatment facility will
be taken up after the Phase-II contract is final-
ised. Each plant will have a treatment capacity
of 75 million litres per day (MLD), taking the
total capacity to 150 MLD. Officials said the
project is expected to meet the drinking water
needs of several lakh people across the benefi-
ciary constituencies. The scheme is considered
crucial for the western Chittoor region, which
has long struggled with low rainfall, recurring
droughts and excessive dependence on ground-
water sources.

Jagan asks YSRCP cadre
to guard votes during SIR

» Directs party constituency-
coordinators to closely monitor and
immediately report irregularities to
election authorities
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YSRCP president Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy has
directed party constituency coordinators and
regional in-charges to remain on high alert
during the ongoing Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls, describing the next
four weeks as crucial for protecting genuine
voters from deletion.

At a review meeting with senior party
leaders at the YSRCP central office in Tade-
palli, Jagan instructed coordinators to closely
monitor the electoral roll revision process on
a daily basis, immediately report irregulari-
ties to election authorities, and escalate unre-
solved issues to the party headquarters.

He said the deletion of a genuine voter
during the SIR process could be difficult to
reverse and stressed the need for continuous
vigilance at the grassroots level.

Jagan alleged that the ruling government

was attempting to remove YSRCP supporters
from electoral rolls through administrative
means and claimed that efforts were being
made to alter voter lists ahead of future elec-
tions. He urged constituency coordinators,
Booth Level Agents and party workers to en-
sure that no genuine voter is removed from
the rolls.

Calling voter protection the party’s top or-
ganisational priority, Jagan directed the cadre
to treat the electoral revision exercise as a
mission to safeguard democratic rights and
maintain constant field-level monitoring until
the process is completed.

Naidu releases book on
his visionary decisions
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CHIEF Minister N Chandrab-
abu Naidu released a book
CBN@361 Degrees-Polymath
at a special event organised by
the Kakatiya Cultural Associa-
tion in Singapore on Tuesday.
The Chief Minister presented
the first copies of the book to
Shilpak Ambule, High Com-
missioner of India to Singa-
pore. The book was written by
Shakamuri Srinivasa Prasad,
chief editor of Repatikosam
daily and translated into Eng-
lish by retired IAS officer K V
Satyanarayana. The publica-
tion offers an in-depth analy-
sis of the decisions taken by
Chandrababu Naidu as a vi-
sionary leader across different
phases of his public life and

governance.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, author  Shakamuri

Srinivasa Prasad said that
Naidu’s leadership style and
decision-making reflect
the vision-driven approach
demonstrated by globally ac-
claimed leaders such as for-
mer Singapore Prime Minister
Lee Kuan Yew and former
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Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu along with others releases '
‘CBN@361 Degrees-Polymath’ in Singapore on Tuesday

New Zealand Prime Minister
Jacinda Ardern.

He noted that Naidu’s com-
mitment to long-term plan-
ning, economic development
and construction of Amarava-
ti as a world-class capital city
exemplifies this approach.For-
mer AP RERA chairman Ra-
manath stated that the book
brings to light several lesser-
known aspects of Chandrab-
abu Naidu’s leadership and
governance philosophy, draw-
ing from observations and
insights that are not widely
known to the public.

During the event, the
Kakatiya Cultural Associa-
tion honoured Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu with the
Global Polymath Award. The

Association also presented
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» Projects to add
major capacity and = '
strengthen state’s
power infrastructure

» Vijayanand
directs officials to
expedite ongoing
and upcoming
transmission works

him with a commemorative
silver coin released to mark

the birth centenary of Singa-
pore’s founding leader, Lee
Kuan Yew.

Representatives of the as-
sociation announced that the
book will soon be published
in Telugu, Hindi and several
other Indian languages. They
also noted that the digital ver-
sion of the earlier publication,
Chandrababu X.0, had re-
corded over 8 million down-
loads.

Former AP RERA chair-
man Ramanath, K V
Satyanarayana, Shankara
Prasad and prominent mem-
bers of Telugu community in
Singapore participated.

SPECIAL chief secretary to
the Chief Minister K Vijay-
anand on Tuesday directed
officials to ensure the timely
completion and commis-
sioning of 24 transmission
projects being executed by
APTransco at an estimated
cost of Rs 3,507 crore be-
tween June and December.
Reviewing the progress of
various transmission pro-
jects at a meeting held at
Vidyut Soudha in Vijayawa-
da, Vijayanand said the
government and APTransco
are committed to providing
quality, reliable and unin-
terrupted power supply to
agriculture, industries, com-
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Special chief secretary to the Chief Minister K Vijayanand reviews the progress of APTransco
transmission projects during a meeting at Vidyut Soudha in Vijayawada on Tuesday

mercial establishments and
domestic consumers.

He stressed the need to
expedite the implementa-
tion of 400 kV, 220 kV and
132 kV transmission pro-
jects to meet the States
growing power demand and
strengthen its transmission
infrastructure.

During the meeting, of-
ficials informed him that
APTransco  has already
commissioned three 400 kV
substations, eight 220 kV

substations and 21 substa-
tions of 132 kV capacity.
Additionally 1,465 MVA of
transformation capacity and
571 circuit kilometres of
transmission lines added to
the State grid, they said.
Also, they said a total of
68 transmission projects,
involving an investment of
Rs.5,279 crore, are currently
under various stages of ex-
ecution. Once completed,
these projects would add
15,224.50 MVA of trans-

formation  capacity and
1,828 circuit kilometres of
transmission lines, they ex-
plained.

Vijayanand directed of-
ficials to closely monitor
the works and complete
them within the stipulated
timelines while maintain-
ing high-quality standards.
He also noted that tenders
have been floated for 29 new
transmission projects, which
are expected to create an
additional  transformation

APTRANSCO TO COMMISSION 24

PROJECTS WORTH Rs 3,507 Cr BY DEC

capacity of 4,520 MVA and
establish 700 circuit kilome-
tres of transmission lines.
Besides, 72 more projects
are in the planning stage and
tenders for these works are
expected to be floated within
the next three months.

Reviewing the action plan
for the inauguration of the
24 completed transmission
projects, Vijayanand said
these projects would signifi-
cantly improve grid stability,
reduce transmission losses
and support the industrial,
agricultural and socio-eco-
nomic development of the
state Reiterating APTransco’s
commitment to meeting the
state’s future energy require-
ments, he said the utility is
focused on building a robust,
modern and future-ready
transmission network capa-
ble of supporting Andhra
Pradesh’s long-term growth
and development.

The meeting was attended
by directors A K V Bhaskar,
J V Rao, and Venkata Rama-
namurthy, along with chief
engineers and superintend-
ing engineers.




