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HE memorandum of under-

standing (MoU) between the
United States and Iran to mark
the end of the war in West Asia
has been greeted with more than
a sigh of relief, all over. Stock mar-
kets have welcomed it including, in
India whose half of crude imports
pass through Strait of Hormuz. The
Strait will be “completely open”
from Friday, US President Don-
ald Trump declared. It is “partially
opened, already. However, there
was “hunting” in the area to ensure
it was de-mined, he said. This is
good news but demining the Strait
is easier said than done. The US
knows it. On June 2, US Secretary
of State Marco Rubio told a Senate
Foreign Relations Committee that

Iran had “mined large segments of
Hormuz—international ~ waters”
Shipping and maritime security
experts told a prominent Israeli
newspaper that ensuring the Strait
of Hormuz is safe from mines
could delay a return to normal
shipping traffic by weeks.
Conventional minesweepers
could be deployed along with state-
of-the-art underwater drones, but
it may take 40 to 50 days before
many insurance, shipping, or oil
companies are confident enough
to sail through, according to ex-
perts. Further, there is still a great
deal of uncertainty with the MoU,
which is just the beginning of real
negotiations. Given the recalcitrant
attitude of the clerical regime and

hardliner jihadists in Iran, the talks
getting derailed at any moment is
a distinct possibility. For these
people are fired by revolutionary
fervour; in their scheme of things,
getting nuclear weapons is not a
strategic requirement but a doc-
trinaire imperative. It is to be seen
if these people could be reined in
by saner elements in Tehran. Then
there is Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu, who is sulking
because of Trumps insistence to
have a deal as quickly as possible.
While he has not criticised the
Mo, he is certainly not happy; he
and his nation will like a regime
change in Iran—or, at least, sub-
stantive degradation of its military
might. To be sure, the degradation

India must diversity fuel supply chains despite US-Iran MoU

of Iran’s armed forces is quite sub-
stantive, but Tel Aviv wants more.
In other words, peace will pre-
vail for some time in the Middle
East, but it will be fragile. The suc-
cess of the proposed negotiations
will depend on whether Iran’s lead-
ership is willing to make meaning-
ful concessions on its nuclear pro-
gramme and regional activities.
Hardliners within the Iranian es-
tablishment may view any com-
promise as a sign of weakness
and seek to obstruct the process.
At the same time, domestic po-
litical pressures in both the United
States and Israel could limit the
room for diplomatic manoeuvre.
Any perceived violation of com-
mitments, however minor, may

trigger renewed tensions. Israel,
as we mentioned, remains un-
convinced that diplomacy alone
can neutralise what it sees as the
Iranian threat. Worse, the prob-
lem is not just the divergence in
objectives between Washington
and Tel Aviv; it is also Trump’s
temperament and temper, which
he loses very often. He even uses
four-letter words in public—some-
thing no head of state or govern-
ment has done in recent memory.
Therefore, countries like India
should not celebrate the MoU too
much. It is a good start, but a start,
nonetheless. To reduce our de-
pendence on the Strait, we must
earnestly start diversifying our fuel
supply chains.

Even hardened criminals are sure to get caught!

RAVULAPATI SEETARA-
MARAO

UR ancestors used to

talk about the ages.
They said that in the Treta
Yuga dharma stood on four
legs, in Dwapara Yuga the
number of legs decreased,
and in Kali Yuga dharma
almost lost its footing — el-
ders would say this and peo-
ple used to laugh. But look-
ing at the crime-filled times
that are spreading now, it
feels as if our ancestors, with
uncanny insight, were fore-
telling the future: “dharma
will wither in the Kali Yuga”
How true is that?

A reader going through
newspapers would be left
with no doubt that dharma
has largely gone astray — it
is a sickening, nauseating
feeling. In one village, peo-
ple who had regarded a poor
man as a benevolent trustee
were stunned when a police
investigation revealed that
he was a criminal who had
been stealing the trust’s as-
sets; they were speechless
and later felt they had no op-
tion but to cut him off com-
pletely. But an old man in
that village, who was in the
twilight of his life, did not
show surprise—he muttered
to himself, “It is the age of
Kali,” and accepted it.

In a small village of Ut-
tar Pradesh, one Vikas Sin-
gh Thagor, known to be a
modern Robin Hood, spent
many years helping the poor
as if it were a gift from God.
He lovingly gave schoolbags
to children who couldn't af-
ford them. He helped the
most disadvantaged in the
village with money when
they were in trouble. He
even paid for luxury trips
for his friends. Wherever he
traveled, he flew and stayed
in big hotels. For a man like
that, how devastating it must
have been to be caught in
Manikanta Nagar colony in
Vikarabad, and then after
a police investigation that
exposed him as Raju-Peda
Double Roll—be forced to
account for every penny?
The poor villagers in UP and
his friends must have been
crushed by disappointment,
while the police were elated
at having caught a major
thief.

Fate plays strange games.
When a personss life is por-
trayed on film in a sensa-
tional way that makes thea-
tre audiences gasp, and then
people in real life encoun-
ter such a figure, the police
warning that “this could be
a fraud” becomes terrifying.
When someone with a crim-
inal past is finally caught,
the old guard comforts that
justice still moves forward.

In Telangana he posed
as a labourer. Going from
colony to colony pretend-
ing to be a worker, he noted
which houses were locked.
At night he looted many of
those locked homes, and
with the money he stole he
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It always seems that police failures make the
headlines — their successful work rarely does. In
times like these, elders say, righteousness — whether
small or great — inevitably endures. Scientific
investigation is making tremendous inroads into the
methods of hardened criminals.

returned to his village in UP
and, without asking anyone,
provided financial help to
his friends, the poor and
to children, living a life of
luxury. That was Vikas Singh
Thakur —who lost his free-
dom after he was trapped by
the police. He confessed that
he had stolen about 1.57 kg
of gold, 2.56 kg of silver and
cash totaling Rs 8.22 lakh.
He began stealing at the age
of 16 and built a notorious
record: 34 cases in police
books, which makes for a
remarkable criminal his-
tory. Now, after Vikarabad
police investigations, his
number of thefts has risen
to 61. In Sultanpur district,

four gold traders aided him,
taking the stolen jewellery,
giving him a share and even
lending money when he
needed it. He gave the gold
to them through his mother.
If a mother does not stop her
son from stealing vegetables,
she must bear some respon-
sibility for the history that
follows. This episode almost
feels like a moral drama
playing out in real life. The
Vikarabad police and higher
authorities must be com-
mended for bringing Vikas
Thakur’s career to account.
In another incident, white-
collared criminals who had
expanded the marijuana
trade all the way to Thailand

were arrested by the newly
formed “Eagle Force” (a po-
lice unit), writing new pages
in history! They used 300
vehicles, made 405 flight
bookings, and spent lakhs
on flights alone. They landed
in Thailand with wine and
water facilities, spent nearly
Rs three crore, and were
trying to set up a “Pattaya-
style” nightclub in Kokapet
area of Hyderabad when the
police caught them during
a sting! Forty people oper-
ate in this network. Many
have been arrested. Hemang
Pramod Kelsukar and Sud-
hansh Pramod Kelsukar
(both from Mumbai) were
running the gang. Operat-
ing since around 2023, they
had established links across
Telangana, Maharashtra,
Gujarat and Uttar Pradesh,
among other states, run-
ning this drug operation in
a highly organized manner
— until police surveillance
exposed it. People are very
pleased that Eagle Force and
senior officers, through hard,
painstaking work, success-
fully caught such big time
criminals.

On the same page is the
news that Dilshuknagar po-
lice caught international can-
nabis smugglers from Odi-
sha while they were selling
the drug. Ramesh Bandam
and Nirmal Chhatriya were
arrested. These are brazen,
clever thefts — frauds car-
ried out to deceive officials
and cover their tracks — and
this criminal experiment to
trick authorities also makes
the headlines in newspapers!

Cyberabad police warned
people to be careful of such

criminals and revealed their

tactics. Posing as employees
of the Metropolitan Water
Works, they were send-
ing WhatsApp messages to
residents in some areas say-
ing that their water bill was

unpaid and the connection :
would be disconnected — a |

ploy to extort money. Al-
though the identities of
those involved haven't been
reported in the news, this
warning makes it clear that
Hyderabad residents must
stay on guard. Any reader

who goes through this page
of varied crime reports can’t
help but exclaim, “Good

heavens!” But learning that
the police are making proper
efforts to catch and control
crime makes it worth shar-
ing these details. It always
seems that police failures

make the headlines — their

successful work rarely does.

In times like these, elders

say, righteousness — wheth-
er small or great — inevita-
bly endures.

Scientific investigation is
making tremendous inroads
into the methods of hard-
ened criminals. CC cameras,
WhatsApp messages, tel-

ephonic conversations, and

a watch on hardened crimi-
nals outside and inside jail
see them as sitting ducks. Let
people encourage not only
Telangana police but the
firmament in our country
to continue similar efforts

to ensure people lead happy :

lives, safe, and secure.

(The writer is a retired IPS :

officer, who has served as an
Additional DGP
of Andhra Pradesh)

Man made tragedies-Lifetime trauma for

Dr Hyma MoOORTY

ajor man-made fire disas-

ters—ranging from industrial
accidents and city-wide bombings
to catastrophic infrastructure fail-
ures have claimed several precious
lives.

The Uphaar cinema tragedy was
one of the worst fire disasters in re-
cent Indian history. The fire started
in the parking lot during the mati-
nee screening of the movie ‘Border’
on June 13, 1977. Approximately, 59
people died of asphyxiation and 103
were seriously injured in the subse-
quent stampede. There is no record
of how many succumbed eventually.
The result was that one of the Ansal
brothers (The hall’s promoters) was
sentenced to two years in jail. Justice
delivered for so many deaths? This
is the result of a 24-year legal battle
fought by two grieving parents.

Seven newborns died and 12
were rescued following a fire at the
baby care wing in New Born Hos-
pital in East Delhi’s Vivek Vihar. A
massive fire broke out at the TRP
Game Zone in Rajkot, claiming
33 lives, including nine under-16
children. Foreign nationals were
among the 21 people who died in
a blaze that ripped through a ho-
tel in South Delhi’s Malviya Nagar
on June 3. At least 47 people were
pulled out of the inferno and taken
to nearby hospitals but how many of
them will walk out of the hospitals
remains uncertain.

Tragically, most fire tragedies in
the country happen either when
greed takes over safety or the build-

By the time the CBI or ED
book a case, he emerges as a
popular real estate developer

in Hyderabad. These guys roam
in circles where ‘getting away
with itis a flex'. Shame does
not work and conscience is
something they don't have. You
must hit at the things that they
value most-money, freedom
+ status and the ability to do
business, all over again. Seize
assets before trial. Not after 10
years. Freeze bank accounts;
attach properties, auction them
to pay victims within 90 days
can be good deterrents.

ers save money by going in for
cheap wiring, blocked exits and il-
legal extra floors. A fire NOC costs
less than a life, but compliance eats
into profit.

All tragedies are pinned down to
unethical behaviour and collusion
of interested parties. It is rarely just
the owner. Someone signs the fake
fire safety certificate. Someone in
the municipal fire department looks
the other way in lieu of a bribe.
Someone approves of an illegal
commercial space in a residential
area. The paper trail is clean; the
building is not. Zero concern for
lives is the greatest tragedy of our
lives.

Emergency exits locked to ‘pre-

vent theft. Overcrowding beyond
permitted capacity. Flammable ma-
terial stored because ‘What are the
0dds™? The calculation is always:
“Will T get caught?” and not “Will
someone die”?

A person who has done some-
thing illegal is a criminal. One who
is morally and ethically wrong is
also a criminal. Thieves outwit sys-
tems. What is the punishment ‘if’
caught? A fine that is one per cent
of a day’s profit and the case drags
for any number of years. The risk
reward is broken again. Unethical
behaviour pays. Safety doesn’t. Of-
ficers personally should be made
liable if structures cleared by them
burn. Make owners criminally lia-
ble for deaths, not just fines. Charge
them with culpable homicide not
amounting to murder and straight
away jail them for 10 years, if not

more. Property should be seized.

These are hardened criminals;
public shaming does not embarrass
them at all. Jail is a ‘business risk’
A twitter trend is just blabber. They
are budgeted for it. Shut down in
Rajkot and move to Surat is the
modus operandi-a new name, new
company but the same old illegal
activities.

While anguished families of vic-
tims are in courts awaiting justice,
the owner-perpetrator is inaugu-
rating a new gaming zone, around
the same time. No dearth of money
results in getting a new identity,
shifting base to a new city and en-
joying new political protection. If
there is a fire safety case against
a person in Gujarat or Delhi, the
‘viable’ option for street-smart in-
dividuals is to set up a new estab-
lishment in the neighbouring state

within 24 hours. The crores that he

victims’ kin; protection for perpetrators

made are covered up in the form of :

O
a ‘cooling’ period.

By the time the CBI or ED book

a case, he emerges as a popular real
estate developer in Hyderabad.
These guys roam in circles where
‘getting away with it is a flex’ Shame
does not work and conscience is
something they dont have. You
must hit at the things that they val-

ue most-money, freedom + status :
and the ability to do business, all !

over again. Seize assets before trial.
Not after 10 years. Freeze bank ac-
counts; attach properties, auction
them to pay victims within 90 days
can be good deterrents. Make them
poor overnight, a workable formu-

la evolved by Uttar Pradesh Chief

Minister Yogi Adityanath.

We need to have fast -track

courts for fire deaths. Families ago-
nized, tired emotionally, physically
and mentally wait for decades and
decades but justice remains elusive.

Public apathy too is the reason
for such tragedies. We walk into
basements with one exit with a
‘chalta hai’ attitude. If we stop pay-

ing to enter unsafe places, they
shut. Alas! The ones who took !

bribes to approve the building,
are those very people entrusted
with investigating the entire. These
thieves outwit the system because
the insiders are the ones who help
them carry out their ‘operations’
unhindered. When everyone is

hand in glove, the system protects !
itself, not the victims. And that !
is the tragic irony in India that is

dreaming of “Viksit Bharat 2047
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RTI: System must deliver
PROPOS “21 years of RTI: Miles to go” (June 16). The
Right to Information Act (RTI) completed 21 years as
a pillar of Indian democracy. It has exposed corruption,
tracked funds, and forced answers from public bodies. RTT
helped citizens challenge opaque political funding and
projects like electoral bonds. Yet the law is strained. Over
4.1 lakh appeals choke Information Commissions, and 2.4
lakh new cases came in a single year. States like Maharash-
tra and Uttar Pradesh face the most delays. When authori-
ties deny data, trust erodes. The Supreme Court recently
called some RTI activism a business, dismissing an activ-
ist’s bail plea in a road work case. Abuse must be curbed,
but courts questioning motives risk chilling genuine que-
ries. We need faster disposal, penalties for needless denial,
and training for officials. Protecting whistleblowers and
streamlining commissions will keep RTI strong. Transpar-
ency is not optional for governance. After two decades, the
promise remains, but the system must deliver.
K Chidanand Kumar, Kollam

RTI and judicial interference

PROPOS of 21 years of RTT: Miles to go' (THI June 16).
It’s been 21 years since the promulgation of the Right to
Information Act (RTI). It was a milestone ordinance meant
to instil accountability and transparency in functioning
of governments, service sectors, and availability of funda-
mental rights to citizens. However, judicial interference and
governmental foot-dragging have undermined RTI. This is
exemplified by 4.1 lakh appeals pending and 2.4 lakh cases
registered for review before Information Commissions. The
incident of the Supreme Court denying anticipatory bail to
a ‘RTI activist, for monitoring road construction in Punjab,
exemplifies the beating RTI has received. If that person who
was denied bail had paid the gargantuan road tax and ve-
hicle registration fees, it is his prerogative to ascertain the
progress of the road meant for his use.
Dr George Jacob, Kochi

Hail Indian army’s move to end
colonial-era customs

HE Indian army’s recent introduction of new uniform
regulations is commendable. These changes successfully
shed vestigial colonial-era customs and embrace indigenous
cultural aesthetics, while enhancing overall practicality and
operational comfort for personnel across the board. Through
these combined measures, the Indian army cultivates a dis-
tinct institutional identity rooted in India’s own cultural
fabric. Such measures reflect the army’s continued commit-
ment to ensuring that the institutions, traditions and spaces
where soldiers live, train and serve increasingly embody In-
dia’s own heroes, values and national legacy while preserving
the professionalism and heritage of the force. These changes
align the military’s visual and ceremonial identity with con-
temporary sovereign Indian values, without compromising
the dignity and discipline of the force. It is a proud moment
for India that the visual landscape of the world’s second-
largest standing army is being fundamentally rewritten to

project a modern and self-reliant nation.
Ranganathan Sivakumar, Chennai-210

Not a typical peace framework

his refers to “Peace on paper, war on the ground —
The fatal flaw in the Iran deal” (THI, June 16). The ar-
ticle identifies the central weakness of the US-Iran agree-
ment with precision. A MoU that defers every substantive
issue — nuclear sequencing, sanctions relief, regional se-
curity — to a sixty-day negotiation window is not a peace
framework. It is a postponement dressed as diplomacy.
The Israeli variable alone makes durability doubtful. Israel
was not a party to the negotiations, does not consider it-
self bound by the terms, and has demonstrated repeatedly
that it will act independently when it perceives existential
threats. For countries like India that have genuine eco-
nomic stakes in West Asia’s stability, this uncertainty will
prove a costly affair. Cautious optimism is warranted but

structural confidence is not.
K Sakunthala, Coimbatore-641671

A fine line between true
morality and hypocrisy

N an act of moral prudery, the NCERT ‘appareled’ the
‘Dancing Girl’ of Mohenjo-daro (and disfigured her in
the process) to spare Class 9 students the ‘embarrassment’
of having to look at her bare torso. NCERT officials have
restored the palm-sized figurine to her original looks in
the face of the flak from historians and educationalists.
The modification misrepresenting the original artefact, if
not reversed, would have denied the students the benefit
of looking at the metallurgical marvel as it was conjured
up about 4500 years ago. It is a must-see for students of
the Indus Valley Civilization. Deriving aesthetic pleasure
from human anatomy is not immoral or sinful to be so
puritanical about it or take offence at it. For instance, Mi-
chelangelo’s statue of David and sculptural works at the
Khajuraho temple appeal to us as sentient beings. Des-
mond Morris’ book The Naked Woman is a study of the
female body worth reading by everyone. It will disabuse
us of outdated attitudes to nudity and sex. After all, there

is a fine line between true morality and hypocrisy.
G David Milton, Maruthancode (TN)

thehansreader@gmail.com

MLA adopts three girls after
Bidar family tragedy

BIDAR: In a heartwarming gesture following a tragic inci-
dent that claimed the lives of two sisters, Aurad MLA Prabhu
Chavan has announced that he will take responsibility for the
future of the three surviving daughters of the affected family
in Shembelli village of Bidar district. The decision came af-
ter the legislator visited the family, which has been struggling
emotionally and financially since the tragedy. The incident
occurred on June 7 when six members of the family allegedly
fell seriously ill after consuming mangoes. The victims, in-
cluding mother Indumati and her five daughters, suffered se-
vere vomiting and diarrhoea and were rushed for treatment.

Read more at
https://epaper.thehansindia.com
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