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EIGHT schools from Andhra 
Pradesh have won the pres-
tigious Swachh Evam Harit 
Vidyalaya Rating (SHVR)-
2025 awards, a national ini-
tiative of the Government of 
India that promotes safe wa-
ter management, sanitation, 
hygiene (WASH) and envi-
ronmental sustainability in 
educational institutions.

Samagra Shiksha state pro-
ject director (SPD) B Sriniva-
sa Rao said only 191 schools 
from across the country re-
ceived national recognition 
this year, making the state’s 
achievement a significant 
milestone. 

The award-winning 
schools from the state are: 
Zilla Parishad High School, 
Thadikalapudi in Eluru dis-
trict; Kasturba Gandhi Ba-

lika Vidyalaya (KGBV), Hi-
ramandalam in Srikakulam 
district; Municipal Primary 
School, Steamer Road in West 
Godavari district; Zilla Pari-
shad High School, Malicherla 
in Vizianagaram district; 
KGBV, Anandapuram in Vi-
sakhapatnam district; Man-
dal Parishad Primary School, 
Lingampeta in Anakapalli 
district; Mandal Parishad 
Primary School, Jalumuru 
in Srikakulam district; and 
NATCO School of Learning, 
Ponnur in Guntur district. 
Each award-winning institu-
tion will receive a composite 

school grant of Rs 1 lakh, a 
national recognition certifi-
cate for excellence in clean-
liness and green initiatives, 
and an opportunity for their 
headmasters to participate in 
exposure visits to leading in-
stitutions across the country.

Congratulating the schools, 
Srinivasa Rao said the insti-
tutions had set exemplary 
standards in sanitation and 
environmental sustainabil-
ity and expressed confidence 
that they would inspire other 
schools across India to adopt 
eco-friendly and sustainable 
practices in education.

8 AP schools win national 
Swachh Vidyalaya awards
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Zilla Parishad High School at Tadikalapudi of 

Kamavarapukota mandal in Eluru district, which won the 

National Swachh Evam Harit Vidyalaya Rating (SHVR)-2025 

award 

Govt relaxes TET rule 
for KGBV applicants
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IN a major relief to aspiring teachers, 
the state government has relaxed the 
Andhra Pradesh Teacher Eligibility Test 
(APTET) requirement for candidates 
applying for various posts in Kasturba 
Gandhi Balika Vidyalayas (KGBVs).

Announcing the decision on Tuesday, 
Samagra Shiksha state project director 
(SPD) B Srinivasa Rao said candidates 
applying for the posts of principals, 
contract residential teachers (CRTs) and 
post graduate teachers (PGTs) in KGBVs 
need not possess TET qualification at the 
time of application.

The state project director also ex-
tended the last date for submission of 
applications from the original deadline 
to June 20, giving more time for eligible 
candidates to apply. He said that the 
original recruitment notification for 
filling vacancies in KGBVs was issued on 
May 25. 

The state project director further clari-
fied that candidates who have already 
submitted their applications under the 
earlier notification need not apply again, 
as their applications will remain valid.

Under the revised recruitment guide-
lines, applicants without APTET quali-
fication can participate in the selection 
process. However, candidates selected for 
the posts must qualify the APTET within 
one year from the date of joining service. 

Srinivasa Rao clarified that failure to 
obtain the TET qualification within the 
stipulated one-year period would result 
in automatic termination of service with-
out prior notice.

Hans News Service  
Vijayawada

THE Andhra Pradesh 
State Road Transport Cor-
poration (APSRTC) has 
made elaborate arrange-
ments to facilitate hassle-free 
travel for students appearing 
for the NEET-UG re-exami-
nation scheduled to be held 
on June 21. Announcing the 
arrangements on Tuesday, 
APSRTC executive director 
(operations) Gadde Nag-
eswara Rao said the corpora-
tion, in accordance with the 
directions of the state gov-
ernment, would provide free 
bus travel to all students ap-
pearing for the examination.

He said candidates can 
avail the facility by producing 
their NEET hall ticket while 
travelling from their place 
of residence to the examina-
tion centre and on the return 
journey after the examina-
tion. He said the free travel 
facility would be available in 
Express, Ultra Pallevelugu, 

Pallevelugu, Metro Express 
and City Ordinary bus ser-
vices across the State.

To ensure students reach 
their examination centres on 
time, APSRTC has instructed 
all zones, regions and depots 
to operate adequate services 
on examination routes and 
from major traffic-generat-
ing points. Additional buses 
will be deployed wherever 
necessary based on passen-
ger demand.

Special help desks will be 
set up at major bus stations 
to guide students, while su-
pervisory staff will monitor 
operations and arrange ad-
ditional services wherever 
required. Strict instructions 
have also been issued to 
maintain punctual services, 
particularly in rural areas, 
and ensure that no scheduled 
services are cancelled on the 
examination day. Nageswara 
Rao urged students and par-
ents to plan their journeys in 
advance and make use of the 
free travel facility.

RTC to provide free 
travel for NEET-UG 

candidates
Special help desks and additional bus 

services will be arranged to ensure timely 
travel for students
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SEEKING urgent policy in-
terventions to strengthen 
Andhra Pradesh’s industrial 
ecosystem, the Andhra Pradesh 
Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry Federation (AP Cham-
bers) submitted a series of repre-
sentations to Union Minister for 
Consumer Affairs, Food & Pub-
lic Distribution and New & Re-
newable Energy, Pralhad Joshi.

A delegation led by AP 
Chambers President P. Bhaskara 
Rao met the Minister and high-
lighted critical issues relating to 
food processing, quality infra-
structure, MSMEs, legal metrol-
ogy, food storage, and renewable 
energy. One of the key demands 
placed before the Minister was 
the establishment of a BIS-
owned and operated Regional 
Testing Laboratory in Andhra 
Pradesh. AP Chambers stated 
that such a facility would sig-
nificantly strengthen the State’s 
quality infrastructure and pro-
vide much-needed support to in-
dustries, MSMEs, exporters, and 
manufacturers.

The Chambers also urged the 
Centre to promote rice value 
addition and rice-based food 
processing industries. Despite 
Andhra Pradesh exporting rice 
worth more than Rs 20,000 crore 
annually, the State has immense 
untapped potential in value-add-
ed food processing, the delega-

tion noted.
To improve the ease of doing 

business, AP Chambers sought 
Legal Metrology reforms and 
requested the establishment 
of a Regional Centre for Legal 
Metrology and Calibration in 
Andhra Pradesh. The delegation 
further appealed for the crea-
tion of a National Food Storage 
and Logistics Hub in the State 
and strengthening of food grain 
procurement and storage infra-
structure.

On the renewable energy 
front, AP Chambers sought the 
Union Government’s immedi-
ate intervention regarding the 
implementation of ALMM List-
II and mandatory DCR module 
compliance for solar projects. 
The delegation explained that the 
sharp price difference between 

Non-DCR and DCR modules 
has led to substantial cost esca-
lation, adversely impacting pro-
ject viability, financing arrange-
ments, execution schedules, and 
investor confidence.

The Chambers requested tran-
sitional relief for ongoing pro-
jects, grandfathering protection 
for projects already sanctioned 
or under implementation, and a 
reasonable timeline for compli-
ance to prevent disruption to the 
renewable energy sector.

AP Chambers Energy Com-
mittee Vice-chairman B. Phani 
Chandra was also part of the 
delegation.

Union Minister Pralhad Joshi 
gave a patient hearing to the is-
sues raised and assured the del-
egation that the representations 
would be examined favourably.

AP Chambers urges Union Minister 
to address key industry concerns

The delegation of AP Chambers headed by its chairman P 

Bhaskara Rao submitting memoranda to the Union Minister 

Pralhad Joshi in Vijayawada on Tuesday

Application deadline for principals, CRTs 
and PGTs extended to June 20
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AS part of the ongoing Yogan-
dhra-2026 programme, a yoga session 
was organised at the New Shadi Khana 
building in Vuyyuru Municipality in 
Krishna district on Tuesday.

The programme began at 5.30 am 
and witnessed the participation of mu-
nicipal sanitation workers, municipal 
staff and office employees. The partici-
pants performed various yoga asanas 
under the guidance of yoga instructor 
G Krishna.

Vuyyuru Municipal Commissioner 
Manda Subhash Chandra Bose also 

took part in the session and encour-
aged employees to make yoga part of 

their daily routine for better physical 
and mental well-being.

Municipal workers participate in Yogandhra

Vuyyuru municipal sanitation workers and staff participating in Yogandhra 

programme at the New Shadi Khana building on Tuesday
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DR Fr Xavier Rex, Cor-
respondent and Principal 
of Carmel Degree College, 
Mandavalli, Mancherial 
District, emphasised that 
a teacher should not only 
be an instructor but also 
a mentor and source of 
inspiration for students.

He was addressing the 
faculty during a work-
shop on Transformative 
Education and AI Ethics 
at St Theresa’s College 
for Women (A) here on 
Tuesday.

He discussed the 

strengths and weaknesses 
of today’s youth, their 
desires and aspirations 
that sometimes lead them 
astray, and highlighted 
the responsibility of 
teachers to guide them 
onto the right path. He 
urged teachers to interact 
with students beyond 
the classroom, foster-
ing friendships that help 
bring out their inner 
potential, humility, and 
discipline. 

He also advised educa-
tors to adopt innovative 
teaching methods that 
align with the rapidly 
changing needs of society.

St Theresa’s College 
holds workshop
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STRESSING that Internal 
Complaints Committees 
(ICCs) play a crucial role 
in ensuring safe, respectful, 
and inclusive workplaces, Dr 
Bollineni Keerthi, president 
of Vasavya Mahila Mandali 
(VMM), called upon ICC 
members to be well-in-
formed about the provisions 
of the Prevention of Sexual 
Harassment (POSH) Act and 
to discharge their responsi-
bilities with sensitivity and 
professionalism.

She was speaking as the 
resource person at a train-
ing programme on the roles 
and responsibilities of Inter-
nal Complaints Committee 
(ICC) members, organised 
at the APCRDA project of-
fice. The programme was 
attended by ICC members 
from APCRDA, Programme 
Management Consultants 
(PgMCs), Project Monitor-

ing Consultants (PMCs), and 
various contracting agencies 
associated with APCRDA 
projects. During her presen-
tation, Dr Keerthi explained 
the key provisions of the 
POSH Act and elaborated 
on the responsibilities of ICC 
members in handling work-
place complaints, ensuring 
confidentiality, conducting 
fair inquiries, and maintain-
ing compliance with legal 
requirements. She also clari-
fied that complaints of sexual 
harassment can be submitted 
either in writing or orally, as 

provided under the Act.
V Ramulu, Group Direc-

tor (Social Development), 
APCRDA, attended the 
programme as the guest of 
honour. Interacting with 
participants, he underscored 
the importance of work-
place safety awareness and 
strengthening institutional 
systems for preventing and 
addressing sexual harass-
ment complaints. The pro-
gramme was conducted by 
M Mohana Rao, PGMC, 
and coordinated by gender  
specialist Nithisha.

‘ICCs essential for 
safe workplaces’

Dr B Keerthi, president of Vasavya Mahila Mandali 

addressing the training programme in Amaravati on 

Tuesday


