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CONG IN SIR ALERT DRIVE

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

AICC In-charge General 
Secretary Meenakshi Na-
tarajan and TPCC Chief B 
Mahesh Kumar Goud will 
participate in the training 
programmes for Booth Level 
Agents (BLAs) on the Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) pro-
cess. Both TPCC and AICC 
In-charge General Secretary 
will participate in the Mak-
thal constituency on June 21 
and in the Andole constitu-
ency on June 23.

The Gandhi Bhavan 
sources said that the TPCC 
and AICC In-charge General 
Secretary will participate in 
the training programmes to 
be held in the constituencies 
where the party leadership 
is in trouble. The sources 
further said that already the 
party completed these train-
ing programmes in 105 as-
sembly constituencies and 
it has to complete in the re-
maining constituencies.

However, the TPCC Chief 
B Mahesh Kumar Goud, 
while participating in the 
training programme on 
Tuesday in Sangareddy, said 
that the SIR process conduct-
ed in 2002 was transparent. 
However, he alleged that the 

current SIR process is being 
used to remove the votes of 
people who are unlikely to 
support the BJP.

He further alleged that the 
Election Commission has 
become a “stooge” of the BJP 
and claimed that a conspir-
acy is underway to conduct 
the SIR process in a manner 
that benefits communal par-
ties.

“In West Bengal, 9.2 mil-
lion (92 lakh) votes were ille-
gally deleted under the guise 
of the SIR process. It would 
come as no surprise if the 
votes of Damodara Raja Nar-
asimha, Jagga Reddy, or even 
my own were deleted during 
this SIR process. BLAs must 
play a crucial role in ensuring 
that our votes remain intact,” 
he said.

Mahesh Kumar Goud stat-
ed that Health Minister Da-
modara Raja Narasimha was 

among the leaders who con-
vinced Sonia Gandhi about 
the need to grant statehood 
to Telangana.

“Damodara taught me the 
basics of politics. Meenakshi 
Natarajan is one of the few 
honest individuals in this 
country. Her nomination 
was rejected without valid 
reason. The BJP lacks com-
passion. BJP leaders wish to 
remain in power indefinitely 
and behave like emperors,” 
he said.

The TPCC Chief added 
that no one is opposed to any 
deity, but alleged that the BJP 
cannot garner votes without 
invoking the name of God.

“The slogan ‘Jai Shri Ram’ 
belongs to everyone. Jagga 
Reddy performs rituals and 
prayers many times through-
out the year. However, we are 
not the ones seeking votes 
in the name of God. They 

promised two crore jobs an-
nually but are instead elimi-
nating existing jobs. No one 
else will save this country; we 
must save it ourselves. People 
do not vote based on reli-
gion,” he said.

Mahesh Kumar Goud also 
alleged that Jana Sena chief 
Pawan Kalyan had claimed 
he did not eat for 10 days 
when Telangana was formed. 
He further alleged that the 
BJP is backing Pawan Kalyan, 
hence, he is acting according 
to the BJP’s directions.

“We do not need your 
sympathy. The public is no-
ticing your conspiracies,” he 
said.

Responding to remarks 
made by Union Minister Kis-
han Reddy, Mahesh Kumar 
Goud said that Kishan Reddy 
had accused Chief Minister 
Revanth Reddy of making 
inappropriate statements.

“You can build the Sabar-
mati Riverfront, but when we 
propose cleaning the Musi 
River, you withhold funds. 
You do not provide answers. 
Union Minister Kishan Red-
dy must answer these ques-
tions. On one side, the BJP, 
and on the other, the BRS, are 
unable to tolerate the devel-
opment taking place in the 
state,” he said.

Meenakshi, Mahesh to take part
in prgs in two assembly segments

TPCC accuses BJP of using SIR process for political gains

PROVE ALLEGATIONS, WILL 
QUIT: LAXMAN TO HARISH

Welfare Minister says procurement process was transparent, accuses BRS of misinformation

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

WELFARE Minister Adluri 
Laxman Kumar on Tuesday 
dismissed allegations of irregu-
larities in the procurement of 
supplies for residential educa-
tional institutions, describing 
claims made by former min-
ister and BRS Deputy Floor 
Leader T Harish Rao and 
senior BRS leader RS Praveen 
Kumar was baseless and politi-
cally motivated.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the CLP Media Centre 

in Hyderabad, the Minister 
questioned the varying figures 
being cited by BRS leaders re-
garding the alleged scam.

“Harish Rao is alleging a 
Rs 2,000 crore scam, while RS 
Praveen Kumar speaks of a Rs 
3,000 crore scam. Similarly, 
some media outlets aligned 
with the BRS are referring to 
it as a Rs 200 crore scam. They 
must first clarify the actual fig-
ure before making such allega-
tions,” he said.

Laxman Kumar challenged 
Harish Rao to substantiate 
the allegations with evidence, 

stating that he would resign 
from his ministerial post if the 
charges were proven.

The Minister rejected claims 
that he and Minister Ponnam 
Prabhakar were unaware of the 
procurement process. He said 
the tender process was initiat-
ed only after a review meeting 
chaired by Chief Minister Re-
vanth Reddy and attended by 
ministers, senior officials and 
an IAS officer. All decisions, he 
said, were taken transparently 
and with the knowledge of the 
concerned ministers.

He also noted that the High 
Court had upheld the govern-
ment’s centralised procure-
ment policy after objections 
were raised against it. All ten-
ders, he added, were processed 
through the state’s e-procure-
ment portal under the supervi-
sion of senior IAS officers.

According to the Minister, 
e-tenders were invited on April 
2 for the procurement of 27 
categories of items required 
by students in residential edu-
cational institutions, including 
uniform cloth, school bags, 
trunk boxes, shoes and socks, 

bedding materials, notebooks, 
stationery kits, PT uniforms, 
tracksuits and utensils.

Providing details of the 
procurement process, Laxman 
Kumar said competitive bid-
ding had reduced the price of 
bedsheets from Rs 425 to Rs 
405. The procurement involved 
3 lakh bedsheets, 2.29 lakh car-
pets, 6.49 lakh blankets and 
1,500 towels, with a total value 
of Rs 70.86 crore.

Five companies participated 
in the trunk box tender, and 
the quoted price was reduced 
from Rs 1,299 to Rs 1,275 per 
unit through negotiations, 
bringing the total procure-
ment value to Rs 41.40 crore. 
Three firms participated in the 
uniform cloth tender process, 
while the overall work order 
value stood at Rs 298.10 crore.

The Minister said the gov-
ernment had cancelled certain 
tenders where quoted prices 
were considered high, includ-
ing those for notebooks and 
trolley bags. Tenders for PT 
uniforms and tracksuits are yet 
to be finalised.

Challenging the opposition 
to produce evidence, Lax-
man Kumar said, “If there has 
been a scam worth thousands 
of crores, show a file, a pay-
ment record, or any evidence 
before the public.” He accused 
the opposition of attempting to 
tarnish the government’s image 
and asserted that the adminis-
tration remained committed to 
transparency in governance.

Harish Rao targets Congress over 
farmer dues, welfare scams

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

BRSLP Deputy Leader T Harish 
Rao on Tuesday alleged that the 
Congress government had failed 
on every major promise made 
to farmers, students, youth and 
weaker sections while burden-
ing people with increased taxes 
and charges.

Former Minister and BRS 
Deputy Floor Leader Harish 
Rao participated in an extend-
ed-level party workers’ meeting 
in Manakondur constituency, 
Rao said that the Congress gov-
ernment had replaced welfare 
schemes with scams and ac-
cused it of corruption in Civil 
Supplies, Singareni, power, land 
transactions and even welfare 
programmes in Gurukul institu-
tions. Referring to alleged irreg-
ularities in Gurukul institutions, 

Harish Rao said that tenders 
worth nearly Rs 1,200 crore for 
uniforms and shoes and Rs 800 
crore for food supplies had been 
awarded under questionable cir-
cumstances. He remarked that 
even the ministers concerned 
appeared unaware of the details 
of tenders issued by their own 
departments.

Rao alleged that the govern-
ment had effectively skipped 
three instalments of Rythu 
Bandhu assistance and claimed 
that farmers were owed nearly 
Rs 19,000 crore, including Rs 
9,000 crore from one completely 
missed instalment, Rs 4,000 
crore due to restricted payments 
in a subsequent season, and Rs 
6,000 crore from limiting as-
sistance to only two acres in the 
latest phase. He demanded the 
immediate release of all pending 
dues to farmers.


