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ACHARYA Samvidanan-
daSaraswati Maharaj visited 
the Sri KaleshwarMuk-
teshwar Swami temple in 
Kaleshwar of JayashankarB-
hupalpally district on the 
occasion of the Saraswa-
tiAntya Pushkaralu and 
performed special pujas on 
Saturday.

After taking a holy dip 
in the Saraswati River in 
the morning, the Maharaj 
reached the temple where 
priests accorded him a 
traditional welcome with 
PurnakumbhaSwagatam 
amid the chanting of Vedic 
hymns.

Special abhishekas 
and archanas were later 
performed to the presid-
ing deity, and the Maharaj 
had a special darshan of 
Sri KaleshwarMukteshwar 
Swami. He also visited the 
Parvati Devi temple, popu-
larly known as Shubhanan-
da Devi temple, and offered 
special prayers.

Following the rituals, the 
Maharaj delivered spiritual 
messages and blessings to 
priests and devotees at the 
ashirvachanamandapam. 

Temple authorities hon-
oured him by presenting 
the ceremonial robes of the 
deity.

A large number of 

devotees participated in 
the programme along with 
temple chairman Mohan 
Sharma, RJC Ramakrishna, 
EO Mahesh, temple officials 

and Vedic scholars.
Later, the Maharaj vis-

ited MahaSaraswatiAmma 
temple and performed ad-
ditional special pujas.a

SARASWATI ANTYA PUSHKARALU

Thousands take holy dip,  
perform pujas at Kaleshwaram
Acharya Samvidananda Saraswati Maharaj visits Sri Kaleshwar Mukteshwar Swami temple 

Telangana rice millers seek immediate 
govt relief amid paddy procurement

Hans News Service 
Warangal

THE Telangana Rice Mill-
ers Association urged the 
State government to im-
mediately address the prob-
lems faced by rice millers 
while paddy procurement 
continued at a rapid pace 
across Telangana.

Speaking to the media 
in Warangal on Saturday, 
Association president Padi 
Ganapathi Reddy ap-
pealed to Chief Minister A. 
Revanth Reddy and cabinet 
ministers to prioritise the 
issues of rice millers during 
the cabinet meeting sched-
uled for the day.

He said that despite 
the government actively 
procuring paddy, rice 
millers were facing severe 
difficulties due to delayed 
payments, lack of adequate 
storage facilities and 
increasing transportation 
costs. 

He stated that these is-
sues were affecting the day-
to-day operations of rice 

mills in several districts.
Ganapathi Reddy said 

the government had fixed 
a target of procuring 90 
lakh metric tonnes of 
paddy during the current 
Rabi (Yasangi) season and 
established thousands of 
procurement centres across 
the State. 

However, he alleged 
that the infrastructure and 
support systems required 
for millers had not been 
strengthened accordingly.

He warned that the fast 
pace of procurement was 
placing additional  
pressure on milling 
capacity and said that any 
disruption in the process 
could adversely affect both 
farmers and millers,  
leading to disturbances in 
the rice supply  
chain.

The Association de-

manded that the govern-
ment waive the 25 per 
cent penalty imposed on 
rice millers along with the 
interest charged on it. 

It also sought immedi-
ate clearance of pending 
bills, expansion of storage 
facilities and subsidies to 
support the milling sector.

Ganapathi Reddy further 
urged the government to 
introduce suitable amend-
ments to the Custom 
Milling Rice (CMR) policy 
to reflect the practical dif-
ficulties faced by millers at 
the ground level.

He reiterated that 
resolving the issues of rice 
millers at the earliest was 
essential to ensure smooth 
procurement operations 
and protect the interests of 
farmers and all stakehold-
ers connected to the rice 
industry.

• Association demands 
waiver of 25 per cent 
penalty and pending 
dues clearance

• Millers warn 
procurement 
disruptions could 
impact farmers and 
rice supply chain

Sadanandam Sirimalle 
Hanumakonda

INTERNATIONALLY re-
nowned interventional car-
diologist Dr Hanumandla 
Rajender Reddy, popularly 
known as “Happy Reddy”, 
has been honoured with 
the Healthcare Excellence 
Award 2026 by Zee Telugu 
News in recognition of his 
exceptional contribution to 
medicine, humanitarian ser-
vice and rural development.

The prestigious award 
was presented during the 
grand Healthcare Excellence 
Awards 2026 ceremony held 
at the Radisson Blu Hotel in 

Banjara Hills, Hyderabad. 
The event brought together 
distinguished personalities 
from the healthcare sector to 
honour medical profession-
als who have made remark-
able contributions to society.

As Dr Rajender Reddy 
is currently in the United 
States, the award was re-
ceived on his behalf by his 
wife and TPCC Vice-Presi-
dent Jhansi Rajender Reddy 
from Telangana Governor 
Shiv Pratap Shukla amid 
loud applause from the audi-
ence.

Dr Rajender Reddy, a na-
tive of Cherlapalem village 
in Mahabubabad district of 

Telangana, has earned global 
recognition as a leading in-
terventional cardiologist in 
the United States. Having 
moved to America nearly 
four decades ago after com-
pleting his medical educa-
tion at Osmania Medical 
College, he established him-
self as a respected specialist 
in Internal Medicine and 
Cardiovascular Disease.

Currently based in Han-
ford, California, Dr Rajender 
Reddy has been associated 
with reputed medical insti-
tutions including Adventist 
Health Hanford and Kaweah 
Health Medical Center. He 
is widely recognised for his 

expertise in complex car-
diac procedures such as an-
gioplasty, stent implantation 
and pacemaker treatments.

Apart from his achieve-
ments in medicine, Dr 
Rajender Reddy has also 
gained admiration for his 
extensive social service ac-
tivities. Through the Ha-
numandla Rajender–Jhansi 
Reddy Foundation, he and 
his wife have undertaken 
several developmental initi-
atives in Telangana, particu-
larly in their native village 
Cherlapalem.

The couple contributed 
towards rural infrastruc-
ture development by donat-

ing land for 2BHK housing, 
constructing a Gram Pan-
chayat office and improv-
ing facilities in government 
schools. His efforts towards 
transforming the village into 
a model rural community 
have earned widespread ap-
preciation.

Dr Rajender Reddy has 
also been actively support-
ing education and employ-
ment opportunities for un-
derprivileged youth. He has 
provided scholarships to fi-
nancially weak students and 
established the Hanumandla 
Laxmamma Skill Develop-
ment Centre to offer voca-
tional training and encour-

age self-employment among 
rural youth and women.

His humanitarian efforts 
have extended beyond India 
as well. In 2006, the Reddy 
family donated one million 
dollars towards the con-
struction of a student health 
centre at University of Cali-
fornia, Merced, a contribu-
tion that received apprecia-
tion in the United States.

Speaking after receiving 
the award, Jhansi Rajender 
Reddy said the honour was 
a proud moment for their 
family and reflected Dr Ra-
jender Reddy’s lifelong com-
mitment to treating medi-
cal service as humanitarian 
service rather than merely a 
profession.

 She also praised Zee Tel-
ugu News for recognising 
individuals serving society 
through healthcare.

The Healthcare Excellence 
Award 2026 has further el-
evated Dr Rajender Reddy’s 
stature as a globally respect-
ed medical professional and 
philanthropist, bringing 
pride to Telangana and par-
ticularly the people of the 
erstwhile Warangal district.

Zee Telugu News honours Dr Rajender Reddy 
with Healthcare Excellence Award

• Dr Hanumandla 
Rajender Reddy 
receives Healthcare 
Excellence Award 
2026 for outstanding 
medical and social 
service

• Prestigious honour 
presented by 
Telangana Governor 
Shiv Pratap Shukla in 
Hyderabad

Collectors direct officials to expedite 
Ursu Cheruvu bund development works

Hans News Service 
Warangal

HANUMAKONDA Dis-
trict Collector Chahat Ba-
jpai and Warangal District 
Collector Dr Satya Sharada 
on Saturday inspected the 
ongoing beautification 
and development works at 
the Ursugutta–Rangasam-
udram (Ursu Cheruvu) lake 
bund, which are being car-
ried out under the super-
vision of the Public Health 
Department.

During the inspection, 
the Collectors reviewed 
the progress and quality of 
the works with officials and 
instructed them to acceler-
ate the execution to ensure 
completion of the project 
within the stipulated time-
frame. They emphasised 
that all works should strict-
ly adhere to the prescribed 

quality standards and must 
be undertaken in a manner 
beneficial to the public.

The Collectors also di-
rected officials to focus on 
enhancing the overall ap-
pearance of the lake bund 
area and to ensure a cleaner 
and more pleasant environ-

ment for visitors and local 
residents.

Municipal Engineer San-
tosh Babu, City Planner 
Ravindra Radekar, Tahsil-
dar Iqbal and officials from 
various concerned depart-
ments were present during 
the inspection.

Hanumakonda and Warangal District Collectors inspect ongoing 
beautification project, stress on quality and timely completion

Hans News Service 
Karimnagar

STRESSING that discipline plays an equally 
important role alongside education, Ravula 
Giridhar said students can achieve greater suc-
cess only by combining academic excellence 
with strong values and responsibility.

Addressing a programme organised by Ven-
kat Foundation at V Convention in Karim-
nagar on Saturday, Giridhar advised students 
not to become complacent after securing high 
marks. He said real satisfaction comes through 
consistent hard work and achieving long-term 
goals. He also urged students to understand 
their responsibilities towards society, parents 
and their own future by remaining disciplined 
and focused.

As many as 196 Class 10 students of the 
2025–26 academic year received the Gampa 
Vajramma Educational Award along with a 

gold medal and a cash incentive of Rs 3,000 
each. School headmasters were also felicitated 
for guiding the students.

Income Tax Principal Commissioner S. 
Murali Mohan attended as the chief guest 
and distributed gold medals and certificates. 
He appreciated the Foundation for support-
ing underprivileged students and promot-
ing education, while encouraging students to 
work with determination until they achieved 
their goals. The Y. Raghunatham Excellence 
Award, presented for the past three years, was 
conferred on Konda Venu Murthy. The selec-
tion was made by Lions Club and Eye Hospital, 
Karimnagar. Murthy praised the Foundation’s 
contribution towards education and social ser-
vice. Venkateswara Rao lauded Foundation 
chairman Gampa Venkat for his commit-
ment to social service and said contributing 
to society reflected true humanitarian spirit.

Parents appreciated the initiative, stating 
that such encouragement at an early stage 
motivates children to aim higher and build 
a strong future. Around 700 people attend-
ed the programme.

Discipline shapes future alongside 
education: IPS officer Giridhar

• Discipline and hard work are essential 
for long-term success says, IPS officer 
Giridhar

• 196 students receive Gampa 
Vajramma Educational Awards with 
gold medals and cash incentives

• Venkat Foundation programme 
witnesses participation of around 700 
attendees

WARANGAL: In a moment 
of pride for Warangal, Namala 
Lokesh, a student of Golden 
Oak School in Shivanagar, 
secured the first rank in the 
Telangana POLYCET 2026 ex-
amination, the results of which 
were announced on Saturday.

Namala Lokesh emerged as 
the state topper in the highly 
competitive entrance exami-
nation and brought recogni-
tion to both his school and the 
city through his exceptional 
achievement. His success drew 
appreciation from teachers, stu-
dents and local residents. His 
parents attributed the achieve-

ment to the strong academic 
support, systematic preparation 
and continuous guidance pro-
vided by the school, along with 
Lokesh’s dedication and hard 
work. They expressed gratitude 
to the school management and 
teaching staff for supporting 
him throughout his prepara-
tion. The management and fac-
ulty members of Golden Oak 
School congratulated Lokesh 
and expressed confidence that 
he would continue to achieve 
greater milestones in his aca-
demic career. 

Golden Oak School student secures 
state rank 1 in TS POLYCET 2026
Namala Lokesh brings 
laurels to Warangal with 
outstanding performance 
in entrance examination
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