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16 die due to heatwave in State
Four persons died in Jayashankar Bhupalpally district, followed by three each in Warangal Urban, 

Karimnagar and Nizamabad and one each in Jogulamba Gadwal, Ranga Reddy and Suryapet
Hyderabad

AS many as 16 people died 
due to heatwave conditions 
prevailing in the State 
during the current summer, 
informed Revenue Minister 
Ponguleti Srinivasa Reddy 
here on Saturday

 The Minister who held 
a meeting with officials on 
the situation arising out of 
the heatwave, said the 16 
deaths took place in seven 
districts of the State. Quoting 
reports received from district 
Collectors, he said four 
persons died in Jayashankar 
Bhupalpally district, followed 
by three each in Warangal 
Urban, Karimnagar and 
Nizamabad and one each in 
Jogulamba Gadwal, Ranga 
Reddy and Suryapet.

 The government would 
provide an ex-gratia of Rs 
four lakh each to the kin of 
the deceased persons, he 
said, according to an official 

release. The revenue minister 
directed officials to identify 
villages recording very high 
temperatures and send alerts 
about the heat through 
media, social media and 
other means to those villages. 
He said drinking water, 
butter milk, ORS packets 
should be made available 
at bus stations, markets, 
major roads and places 
where workers work in large 
numbers. Steps should be 
taken to prevent loss of life 
due to the heat, he said. 

The minister urged that 
senior citizens, pregnant 

women, children and 
unhealthy people should not 
venture out of their homes 
between 11 am and 4 pm. He 
instructed district Collectors 
to specially monitor 
heatwave conditions and 
government employees 
from mandal to village level 
should be on the field as 
part of heat-relief measures. 
Along with human life, 
the administration should 
arrange drinking water for 
animals and birds in the 
villages, he said. Citing 
reports from the Met 
department, Reddy said 
Karimnagar, Peddpally, 
Bhupalpally, Mulugu, 
Khammam, Nalgonda, 
Suryapet, Mahabubnagar, 
Hyderabad and Ranga 
Reddy district would witness 
severe heat conditions 
till May 26. He urged the 
district Collectors to take 
measures to provide relief to 
the people.
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Cong govt won’t tolerate 
attempts to derail devpt, 

warns Sridhar Babu
Slams BRS leaders over threats to scrap ‘Bharat Future City’

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

TELANGANA IT and Industries 
Minister Duddilla Sridhar 
Babu on Saturday accused 
leaders of the Bharat Rashtra 
Samithi (BRS) of indulging in 

“blackmail politics” and 
attempting to obstruct 
the State government’s 
developmental initiatives, 
particularly the proposed 
“Bharat Future City” 
project.

Addressing a press 
conference at the CLP 
Media Hall in Hyderabad, 
Sridhar Babu said 
opposition parties should 
engage in constructive 
criticism instead of 
pursuing “destructive 
politics” that hinder the 
State’s progress.

The Minister alleged 
that senior BRS leaders, 
including T Harish Rao 
and KT Rama Rao, were 
unable to accept the party’s 
electoral setbacks and were 
continuing to indulge in 
“cheap politics, diversion 
politics and blackmail 
politics.”

Referring to Harish Rao’s 
recent remarks during his 

visit to the United States, 
Sridhar Babu said the BRS 
leader was “daydreaming” 
about returning to power 
and threatening to cancel 
the “Bharat Future City” 
project if the party came 
back to office.

“The people removed 
the BRS from power in 
the Assembly elections 
and gave the party zero 
seats in the Parliament 
elections. Yet they have 
failed to learn any lesson,” 
he remarked.

The Minister accused 
the BRS of earlier trying 
to obstruct the Musi River 
rejuvenation project and 
now conspiring against 
the Future City initiative. 
He asserted that the 
Congress government 
was moving ahead in line 
with the aspirations of 
the people and would not 
tolerate attempts to derail 
development.

SAYS THE PINK PART IS RESORTING TO 
‘BLACKMAIL & DIVERSION POLITICS’ 
AGAINST TH FUTURE CITY’ PROJECT

COOLING BATH’

With temperatures soaring 
to 47 degrees, the staff at 
the Balasamudram power 
substation in Hanumakonda 
are covering transformers 
with gunny bags and spraying 
them with water to cool it 
down. Officials remain on 
high alert to avert the risk of 
explosions of transformers 
and ensuring a stable power 
supply in the city.  
 Photos: G  Shyam Kumar

Cong leaders urged 
to strengthen party 
at grassroots level
Hans News Service 

Shadnagar

RANGAREDDY district 
Congress president 
Narasimha Reddy called 
upon newly appointed party 
presidents to work unitedly 
under the leadership of 
Veerlapalli Shankar and 
strengthen the Congress 
party across the constituency.

Addressing a meeting held 
at the MLA camp office in 
Shadnagar town, Narasimha 
Reddy, along with MLA 
Veerlapalli Shankar, handed 
over appointment letters to 
the newly elected municipal 
and mandal Congress 
presidents. 

He said the Congress 
party follows a systematic 
organisational structure and 
changes party presidents 
once every four years as per 
the decisions of national 
leaders Mallikarjun Kharge 
and Rahul Gandhi. 

He stated that the selection 
of new presidents in 
municipalities and mandals 
across the State was carried 
out under the leadership 
of PCC president Mahesh 

Kumar Goud and AICC in-
charge Meenakshi Natarajan.

He praised Veerlapalli 
Shankar for actively 
participating in several 
programmes across the 
district and working 
tirelessly to enhance the 
party’s image. Stating that 
the MLA has been carrying 
the party’s responsibilities 
almost single-handedly, 
Narasimha Reddy urged the 
newly appointed presidents 
to share the burden and work 
collectively for the party’s 
growth. He also appreciated 
former presidents for playing 
a key role in the Congress 
party’s electoral victory.

The DCC president alleged 
that the BJP was attempting 
to manipulate voter lists and 
called upon party leaders to 
effectively counter any such 
conspiracies. 

He said BLOs were being 
prepared through the party 
to closely monitor voter-
related issues and prevent 
deletion of opposition votes. 
He opined that safeguarding 
votes would be crucial for the 
Congress party’s success in 
future elections.

Mahesh rules out PCC leadership change

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

REACTING on a malicious 
campaign launched by a TV 
channel targeting him, PCC 
president Mahesh Kumar 
Goud on Saturday ruled out 
change in leadership of the 
Telangana Congress unit.

He asserted that any 
such decision rests solely 
with the All India Congress 
Committee (AICC), while 
dismissing criticism and 
media speculation against 
him.

Speaking during an 
informal interaction with 
the media in Gandhi Bhavan 
on Saturday, Mahesh Goud 
said party workers and the 
AICC leadership were the 

appropriate authorities to 
assess his performance as 
TPCC chief.

“The high command has 
the final authority on any 
changes in PCC leadership. 
I was appointed PCC chief 
because the party believed I 
was the right person for the 
responsibility,” he said.

Claiming that the AICC 
leadership has confidence 
in him, Mahesh Goud 
stated that Congress general 

secretary KC Venugopal 
had congratulated him on 
several occasions for his 
work.

The TPCC chief alleged 
that some individuals 
were uncomfortable with 
the coordination between 
him and Chief Minister A 
Revanth Reddy.

“I will not be intimidated 
simply because a particular 
TV channel expresses its 
opinion. One channel 

running a campaign against 
me does not make it the 
ultimate truth,” he remarked, 
while reiterating his respect 
for press freedom.

On party affairs, the 
TPCC chief revealed that the 
names of proposed working 
presidents had already been 
sent to the AICC and that 
appointments would be 
announced soon.

He also clarified that 
the proposed Telangana 
Cabinet expansion would 
be handled directly by the 
Chief Minister and that he 
would have no role in the 
process.

Mahesh Goud also 
clarified that Gandhi Bhavan 
belonged to the party trust 
and dismissed reports and 
rumours targeting him, 
saying he would not waste 
time responding to “trivial 
matters.”

On the proposed “Future 
City” project, the TPCC 
chief defended the Congress 

government’s vision, stating 
that the project would 
become a model for the 
entire country. He accused 
the Bharat Rashtra Samithi 
(BRS) of lacking foresight 
and failing to expand 
Hyderabad during its 
tenure.

“Development happens 
only when a city expands. Is 
Harish Rao suggesting that 
Hyderabad does not require 
further development,” he 
asked, criticising senior 
BRS leader T Harish Rao for 
opposing the initiative.

Mahesh Goud further 
alleged that the Central 
government was adopting 
a “step-motherly attitude” 
towards Telangana. At 
the same time, he said the 
Congress government was 
continuing welfare schemes 
introduced by the previous 
administration, drawing 
a comparison with Tamil 
Nadu Chief Minister MK 
Stalin.

l	Names of TPCC 
working presidents 
sent to AICC, 
announcement soon: 
Mahesh Kumar Goud

Some people unable to digest coordination between me and CM Revanth Reddy

BRS leader brutally 
murdered in Suryapet

Hans news service 
Suryapet 

POLITICAL tensions flared 
in Yarkaram village of 
Suryapet here on Saturday 
after BRS leader and 
former sarpanch’s husband 
Chintalapati Madhu was 
allegedly murdered by 
unidentified assailants. 
According to locals, the 
attackers killed him, packed 
the body in a gunny bag, and 
dumped it near Yarkaram 
stage area before fleeing the 
spot.

The incident came to 
light after locals noticed the 
suspicious bag and alerted 
the police. Officers rushed 
to the scene, took custody 
of the body, and shifted 
it to Suryapet General 

Hospital for postmortem 
examination.

The deceased’s 
wife alleged that her 
husband was murdered 
due to political rivalry 
and personal enmity. 
Following the incident, 
tension prevailed in 
the village, prompting 
authorities to deploy 
heavy police security to 
maintain law and order.

Sources said that 
Madhu was previously 
an accused in two 
murder cases. However, 
police are continuing 
their investigation, and 
further details regarding 
the murder are yet to be 
officially confirmed.

Meanwhile, former 
minister and MLA G 
Jagadish Reddy alleged 
that the Congress party 
is encouraging murder 
politics in the state. 
Speaking to the media 
after paying tributes to 
slain leader in Suryapet, 
he claimed that the 
murder was a result of the 
Congress government’s 
failure and questioned the 
role of the police in the 
incident.

Jagadish Reddy accused 
Congress leaders and 
police officials of harassing 
BRS workers and 
weakening earlier murder 
cases involving party 
leaders. He also criticised 
the sudden change of the 
public prosecutor in a 
previous case.

The BRS leader assured 
support to Madhu’s family, 
stating that the party 
would take responsibility 
for the education of his 
two daughters and help 
in supporting the family 
financially.

File photo of deceased 
Madhu

Inter suppli exam rescheduled to May 29
Hans News Service 

Hyderabad

THE Telangana Board of 
Intermediate Education 
(TGBIE) has announced a 
change in the schedule for 
the Intermediate Public 
Advanced Supplementary 
Examinations (IPASE), 
May/June 2026 session. The 
adjustment follows the State 
government’s declaration 
of May 28 (Thursday) as 
a public holiday on the 
occasion of Eid-ul-Azha 
(Bakrid).  

A TGBIE statement 
said on Saturday, the 
Environmental Education 
examination, originally 
slated for May 28, will now 
be held on May 29 (Friday) 
from 10 am to 1 pm. The rest 
of the examination schedule 
remains unchanged.  

The decision was made 
in accordance with G.O.Rt. 
No.718, issued by the 
General Administration 
(Spl.E) Department on May 
22, 2026, which modified 
an earlier order that had 
declared May 27 as the 

holiday. The Board stated 
that the rescheduling aims 
to avoid inconvenience to 
students and examination 
administrators.

All principals of 
government, aided, 
private, and residential 
junior colleges have been 
instructed to inform 
students immediately and 
ensure wide publicity of the 
revised date. 

Students are advised to 
take note of the change 
and attend the examination 
accordingly.


