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3 Army officers 
survive Leh  

chopper crash
NEW DELHI: Three Indian 
Army officers, including a 
Major General, survived after 
a Cheetal light helicopter 
crashed in the Ladakh sector 
near Leh on May 20, officials 
said.

The helicopter, a newer 
variant of the Cheetah 
equipped with a TM333B 
engine, met with an accident 
during an afternoon sortie. 
Army officials said the aircraft 
was carrying two pilots and 
Division Commander Major 
General Sachin Mehta at the 
time of the crash.

All three sustained 
injuries but are safe and 
stable, officials added. The 
two pilots were admitted to 
hospital with minor injuries.

Meanwhile, a selfie of 
Major General Mehta taken 
after the crash surfaced on 
social media and quickly 
went viral. The Army has 
ordered a Court of Inquiry 
to ascertain the cause of the 
helicopter crash.

CBSE’s diktat on 3-language 
study sparks debate

Continued from p1
Others conceded opting 

for Sanskrit because it 
is perceived as easier. At 
the same time, Hindi’s 
compulsory status in 
later years created what 
one described as a voilà 
moment — suddenly finding 
the course effortless due 
to prior exposure. This 
shifting landscape reflects 
deeper anxieties. In Tamil 
Nadu, the state government 
made Tamil compulsory 
in all schools in 2015‑16, 
but CBSE institutions still 
offered limited options. By 

2017‑18, Hindi was made 
compulsory across all classes, 
forcing students to abandon 
their third‑language choices. 
Such reversals leave students 
questioning the value of 
learning any particular 
language and highlight the 
ongoing power struggle over 
linguistic education.

The practical argument for 
Hindi is clear: it eases mobility 
across states and is widely 
spoken. Yet, the cultural 
cost is steep. One student 
who moved from Chennai 
to Hyderabad admitted that 
while Hindi literacy helps in 

daily life, “the inability to read 
Telugu” — his mother tongue 
— “creates painful gaps in my 
cultural identity”.

With globalisation, urban 
migration, and the dominance 
of programming languages 
and AI skills and pan‑
English language learning 
dominating the education 
landscape across the southern 
state, S Prabhakar, a Kannada 
teacher from Devanahalli in 
Bengaluru, said, “This is not 
an isolated case.  Students 
increasingly view mother 
tongues as irrelevant to their 
career prospects.

 PM distributes over 51K 
appointment letters 
Continued from p1
Since its inception, around 

12 lakh recruitment letters 
have been issued through 
18 Rozgar Melas across the 
country.

The 19th Rozgar Mela 
was held at 47 locations, 
with recruits joining 
various ministries including 
Railways, Home Affairs, 
Health, Financial Services 
and Higher Education. 

Addressing the gathering, 
PM Modi said, “I just 
returned from a trip to five 
countries two days ago.

Petrol prices hiked again 

Continued from p1
The latest hike follows a Rs 2 
per kg increase announced on 
May 15 and another Re 1 per 
kg hike on May 17. With the 
latest revision, CNG prices in 
Delhi climbed to Rs 80.09 per 
kg, breaching the Rs 80-mark 
for the first time. The latest 
hikes come as India faces 
mounting pressure from soaring 
global crude oil prices triggered 
by the West Asia conflict and 
disruptions to shipping routes 
through the Strait of Hormuz, 
one of the world’s most critical 
oil transit chokepoints.

PM gets WH invite 
as he talks trade & 

security with Rubio
Continued from p1
It comes amid mounting 

concerns for India, which 
imports 80% of its crude oil 
needs, as the effective closure 
of the Strait of Hormuz 
continues to affect energy 
flows. “The US will not let 
Iran hold the global energy 
market hostage,” Rubio told 
PM Modi. The energy pitch 
comes as the US, which took 
control of Venezuela’s oil 
industry following the capture 
of former President Nicolas 
Maduro, appears eager to push 
Venezuelan crude back onto 
the global market.

PM Modi, in his post on X, 
added that issues related to 

regional and global peace and 
security were also discussed, 
indicating that the Iran conflict 
was among the topics that 
came up. The timing is crucial 
amid reports that Trump 
was considering relaunching 
strikes on Iran after talks for 
a peace deal, which is being 
mediated by Pakistan, failed to 
bear any fruit. “We discussed 
sustained progress in the 
India‑US Comprehensive 
Global Strategic Partnership 
and issues related to regional 
and global peace and security,” 
PM Modi tweeted. “India and 
the United States will continue 
to work closely for the global 
good,” he further said.

US tightens green 
card rules

Continued from p1
The administration 

argues that the immigration 
system should function 
“as the law intended” 
rather than encouraging 
temporary visa holders 
to remain in the country 
while pursuing permanent 
residency.

According to analysts 
at the Cato Institute, 
more than one million 
immigrants in the US are 
currently waiting for green 
cards. The new rules could 
force many applicants to 
leave behind jobs, homes 
and families while their 
applications are processed 
overseas. Immigration 
experts say the change 
could particularly hurt 
mixed‑status families, 
where some members are 
US citizens or permanent 
residents while others are 
on temporary visas. There 
is also uncertainty over 
how pending green card 
applications already filed 
inside the US will be treated.

Cockroach party website taken down
Continued from p1
CJP founder Abhijeet Dipke 

said on Saturday that both his 
personal Instagram account 
and the party’s Instagram 
account had also been 
“hacked”.

The platform surfaced last 
week after a row over remarks 
linked to Chief Justice of India 
(CJI) Surya Kant during a 
court hearing on granting 
“senior” status to lawyers, 
referring to “youngsters” as 
“cockroaches” and “parasites”. 
Later, the CJI said his remarks 
had been misquoted and that 

they were aimed at people 
entering the legal field with 
“fake and bogus degrees”.

What started as an online 
satire campaign later became 
a broader discussion of 
digital dissent and growing 
frustration among young 
people. Through memes and 
political commentary, the 
platform has raised issues 
such as unemployment, 
examination paper leaks 
and education. On Saturday, 
Dipke said the party’s “iconic 
website”, cockroachjantaparty.
org, had been taken down as 

part of the latest action against 
the movement. The founder 
said 10 lakh cockroaches 
had registered as members 
through the website, while 6 
lakh cockroaches had signed a 
petition seeking the resignation 
of Union education minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan 
over alleged failures in the 
education system, particularly 
due to the NEET‑UG 2026 
‘paper leak’ controversy. 
“Why is the government so 
scared of cockroaches? But 
this dictatorial behaviour is 
opening the eyes of India’s 

youth. Our only crime is we 
were demanding a better 
future for ourselves. But you 
can’t get rid of us that easily. 
We’re working on a new home 
right now. Cockroaches never 
die,” he wrote in a post on X. 
As of Saturday afternoon, CJP 
crossed 22 million followers 
on Instagram. This put it well 
ahead of the ruling Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP), which has 
around 9.2 million followers 
on the Meta‑owned platform, 
and the main opposition 
Congress party, which has 
around 13.4 million followers.

‘America First’ 
visa tool for India 

announced 
Continued from p1
He said that the US 

and India have expanded 
commercial ties now with 
more than 20 billion in 
investments. “20 billion in 
investments from Indian 
companies in the United 
States,” he said and also 
highlighted a security 
partnership through military 
exercises in the Indo‑Pacific.

A slow or unpredictable 
consular process can get 
in the way of the very 
exchanges, such as business 
visits, investment trips, and 
partnership meetings, that 
are building those ties. To 
remove the friction, a smarter 
scheduling system is needed. 
“An orderly and a secure 
consular system is vital to 
solidifying this important 
relationship,” Rubio said. The 
tool is built around a single 
prioritisation principle: 
applicants who strengthen 
ties with the United States get 
earlier access to scheduling.

‘Future City 
unstoppable’ 

Continued from p1
He took a swipe at the 

previous BRS administration, 
stating that, despite being in 
power for a decade, it failed 
to make significant progress 
in Hyderabad Metro 
expansion. “For someone 
who could not build even a 
single Metro station in ten 
years, it is natural to feel 
jealous when the Congress 
government is building an 
entire Future City,” Ponguleti 
observed. The Minister 
accused the previous BRS 
government of prioritising 
the interests of former CM 
K Chandrashekar Rao and 
his family, while neglecting 
broader public development.

Continued from p1
Based on various surveys 

conducted in phases across 
the state of Telangana, the 
government has identified 
that 15,000 families are 
currently residing in huts. 
The Cabinet resolved to 
immediately issue Indiramma 
housing sanction orders to all 
these families. Furthermore, 
the Cabinet decided to 
establish Telangana “as a 
model state, free from huts”

The Minister said that 
the Cabinet approved an 

allocation of Rs 1,000 crore to 
undertake various works in 
preparation for the upcoming 
Godavari Pushkarams, 
scheduled to be held from 
June 26 to July 7 next year.  

The proposals formulated 
by Telangana DISCOMs 
(Power Distribution 
Companies) to join the 
Revamped Distribution 
Sector Scheme (RDSS), 
an initiative implemented 
by the Union government 
for the development of 
power distribution and 

infrastructure, was also 
ratified in the Cabinet 
meeting. The previous BRS 
government, TGSPDCL, and 
the Union government had 
already entered a tripartite 
agreement in 2017 to join the 
RDSS. The Minister clarified 
that the state government 
would not accept the 
installation of smart meters 
to agricultural pump sets.     

Mid‑Day Meal Scheme 
would be implemented in 
all Junior Colleges across 
the state, Srinivas Reddy 

said. The government also 
decided to provide breakfast 
and milk to students in all 
Junior Colleges from the new 
academic year.  The District 
Cooperative Marketing 
Societies (DCMS) would be 
merged with the state into 
MARKFED. The Telangana 
Rural Infrastructure 
Corporation (TRIC) was 
merged with the Hyderabad 
Agricultural Cooperative 
Association (HACA).

To expedite the Palamuru 
Rangareddy Lift Irrigation 
Scheme works, the Minister 
said, an amount of Rs  587 
crore has been allocated 
for land acquisition, 
rehabilitation, and the 
provision of infrastructure 
facilities for the project.

Cabinet okays 1 L houses for 
poor, middle class in CURE


