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IRREGULARITIES in the 
granite trade across the in-
tegrated Karimnagar district 
are increasingly coming un-
der scrutiny, with multiple 
enforcement agencies ex-
posing what appears to be a 
well-organised tax evasion 
network. 

After earlier findings by 
Vigilance and Enforcement 
officials, the entry of the Di-
rectorate General of GST 
Intelligence (DGGI) into 
the probe has revealed the 
extent to which government 
revenue was allegedly being 
siphoned off.

Acting under Sections 
132(1)(a) and 69 of the CGST 
Act, DGGI officials arrested 
Srikant Dasari, a resident of 
Asifnagar in Karimnagar, for 
his alleged role in orchestrat-
ing large-scale GST evasion. 
He was produced before the 
Economic Offences Court in 
Nampally, Hyderabad. 

The arrest followed exten-

sive searches conducted over 
two days at premises linked 
to granite traders and trans-
porters in and around Ka-
rimnagar.

According to investigators, 
Dasari was operating a firm 
named M/s Manoj Enterpris-
es, which was allegedly used 
as a front to facilitate illegal 
transport of granite blocks 
and slabs without payment 
of GST. Officials found that 
e-way bills worth nearly Rs 
80–100 crore were generated 
under the firm’s name.

 As the transactions aren’t 
disclosed in the GST returns, 
the firm consistently filing 
nill returns. This resulted in 
an estimated tax evasion of 
Rs 16.96 crore.

Recently, the probe re-

vealed that Dasari coordi-
nated operations involving 
several granite factories and 
transporters in the region. 
Fake invoices and e-way bills 
were allegedly created using 
a mobile number registered 
in his wife’s name. Investiga-
tors also discovered that the 
firm’s GST registration was 
linked to a bank account 
held in the name of one of his 
friends, suggesting that oth-
ers were being used as fronts 
to carry out the operations.

In a significant finding, the 
individual listed as proprie-
tor of M/s Manoj Enterpris-
es, Manoj Thara, was report-
edly unaware of the firm’s 
existence.

 Authorities said his Aad-
haar, PAN, and other docu-

ments had been misused by 
members of the granite syn-
dicate to register the entity.

DGGI officials stated that 
the firm was primarily cre-
ated to enable the illegal 
movement of granite from 
Karimnagar to Hyderabad 
without valid invoices or e-
way bills. During interroga-
tion, Dasari is said to have 
admitted to playing an active 
role in managing the covert 
supply network. Officials also 
indicated the involvement of 
individuals from Rajasthan 
in the operation.

As part of the crackdown, 
DGGI teams seized illegally 
transported granite from 
locations including Ser-
ilingampally and Ghatkesar, 
and intercepted trucks near 

Pragnyapur. 
Officials also found that 

much of the money involved 
in these operations was being 
handled in cash, often routed 
through drivers instead of 
formal banking channel — a 
method that made the trans-
actions harder to trace. 

What has emerged from 
the probe is not an isolated 
violation but a closely coor-
dinated network, where bro-
kers, transporters and fac-
tory operators appeared to be 
working in tandem.

 DGGI Hyderabad officials 
said the investigation is still 
ongoing, and efforts are be-
ing made to identify every-
one connected to the opera-
tion and understand how far 
the network extends.

Dasari’s arrest reveals large scale 
tax evasion in granite business
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Allegations against Naini will 
not be tolerated: DCC chief
Hans news service 

Hanumakonda

HANUMAKONDA DCC 
president and Kakatiya Ur-
ban Development Authority 
(KUDA) chairman Inagala 
Venkata Rao Reddy on Friday 
strongly criticised the base-
less allegations being inten-
tionally made against MLA 
Naini Rajender Reddy, who, 
he said, has been tirelessly 
working for development 
after winning with blessings 
of people. He warned that 
the party would not tolerate 
the false propaganda being 
spread against the MLA for 
political purposes under any 
circumstances.

Speaking as the chief guest 
at a media conference at the 
party office, Reddy stated 
that the MLA has been work-
ing with dedication towards 
solving public issues and 
implementing development 
programmes. He alleged that 
there is a clear political con-
spiracy behind the false ac-
cusations being made against 
such a leader.

He accused the BRS and 
BJP leaders of deliberately 
dragging the MLA into con-
troversies related to temple 
matters as part of their po-
litical drama. He questioned 
why, if ancient idols had truly 
been discovered, the Endow-
ments and Archaeology offi-
cials were not informed. He 
criticised certain individu-
als for bringing ready-made 
idols and creating political 

drama while the government 
and the local MLA are work-
ing to protect government 
lands. He further alleged that 
BRS and BJP are jointly at-
tempting to mislead the pub-
lic and said that the dramas 
are being created because of 
their declining popularity 
in surveys. Some people are 
trying to gain political mile-
age in the name of idols to 
encroach vacant lands in the 
city.

Reddy recalled that the 
MLA had contributed per-
sonal funds for the develop-
ment of the Shayampet Ha-
numan Temple. He said the 

public is fully aware of the 
MLA’s devotion and commit-
ment. There is only one true 
devotee of Hanuman; the rest 
is merely political showman-
ship.

He claimed they have 
evidence that idols were 
manufactured in Rajasthan 
and that payments related 
to them were made through 
leaders of the opposing party 
itself. He advised against 
spreading misleading politi-
cal messages among youth. 
Attempts to damage the 
party and MLA through false 
propaganda would never 
succeed.

Centre’s massive boost for 
Orugallu with huge funding

Hans news service 
Hanumakonda

BJP State leader Rao Padma 
Reddy stated on Friday that 
the Modi government is giv-
ing top priority to the com-
prehensive development of 
the historic Orugallu met-
ropolitan city (Warangal). 
Under the Central pres-
tigious “Urban Challenge 
Fund” (UCF), Telangana has 
been sanctioned Rs 5,681 
crore, of which a massive Rs 
4,740-crore package has been 
approved exclusively for Wa-
rangal city, calling it a positive 
development for people of 
Orugallu.

In a statement Reddy said 
that the Centre is committed 
to transforming Warangal 
into a future-ready city with 
world-class infrastructure. 
She expressed confidence 
that the funds would pro-
vide a permanent solution 
to the drainage problems 
that have troubled city resi-
dents for decades.

She stated that Rs 4,674 
crore has been allocated for 
the complete modernisa-
tion of Warangal’s under-

ground sewerage system. 
The implementation of 

the project would signifi-
cantly improve sanitation  
conditions. She noted sanc-
tioning of Rs 166 crore for 
development of the Kham-
mam–Warangal–Karimnagar 
corridor would open new 
avenues for city connectivity 
and industrial growth.

She added the corridor 
project would boost the trade 
and transport sectors while 

also creating employment op-
portunities. 

The Centre’s allocation of 
an additional Rs 840 crore for 
development of Karimnagar-
model roads reflects its strong 
commitment to infrastruc-
ture development in the State.

On behalf of people of 
Warangal, she expressed 
gratitude to PM Modi, Un-
ion Ministers Manohar Lal 
Khattar, G Kishan Reddy 
and Bandi Sanjay Kumar for 
announcing such a massive 
package for Orugallu.

Reddy expressed confi-
dence that the implementa-
tion of the mega projects 
would completely transform 
Orugallu metropolitan city 
and significantly improve the 
people’s standards.

Hans News Service 
 Asifabad

POLICE seized a large quan-
tity of counterfeit cotton seeds 
during vehicle inspections 
conducted within the limits 
of the Sirpur (U) police sta-
tion limits on Friday. 

While SI Vikram and his 
team were conducting rou-
tine vehicle inspections, they 
detained and interrogated 
two individuals who were 
moving about suspiciously. 
Approximately 68 kilograms 
of cotton seeds, packed in 152 
packets, were recovered from 
their possession.

A total of 5.45 quintals of 
counterfeit seeds were seized, 
and two accused were taken 
into custody.

The police grew suspicious 
as these seed packets lacked 
details regarding government 

authorization, a QR code, a 
hologram, or a batch number. 
Upon verification by officials 
from the Agriculture Depart-
ment, the seeds were con-
firmed to be counterfeit.

As part of the ongoing in-
vestigation, the police seized 
an additional 4.90 quintals 
of counterfeit seeds—packed 
in another 1,100 packets—
from the residence of one of 
the accused, Naitham Jangu. 
In connection with this case, 
Mangunath and Naitham Jan-
gu were arrested and remand-
ed to judicial custody. Speak-
ing on the occasion, SP Nitika 
Pant, issued a stern warning 
that strict action would be 
taken against anyone found 
selling counterfeit seeds. She 
also urged farmers to report 
the details of any individuals 
who come into their villages 
to sell seeds.

5.45 quintal counterfeit cotton 
seeds seized, two arrested

Animal birth control centre opens
Hans News Service 

Karimnagar

CITY Mayor Kolagani Srini-
vas on Friday inaugurated a 
newly set-up Animal Birth 
Control Centre at Bommakal 
in the 6th Division, in a move 
aimed at tackling the grow-
ing stray dog issue while en-
suring their welfare.

Speaking on this occasion, 
the Mayor said the Munici-
pal Corporation is focusing 
on both public safety and hu-
mane treatment of animals 
through planned population 
control measures. Built at a 
cost of Rs 43 lakh, the cen-
tre is expected to help bring 
down dog bite incidents in 
the city.

Municipal Commissioner 
Praful Desai, Deputy Mayor 
Yadagiri Sunil Rao, and other 
public representatives were 
present on the occasion. 

The centre currently has 
20 pre-operative kennels and 
18 post-operative kennels, 
with a total capacity of 38. 
It also includes an operation 
theatre equipped with mod-
ern surgical tools such as a 
shadowless lamp, electrocau-
tery machine, surgical cables, 
and a vaccine refrigerator. 
Basic facilities like a kitchen 
have also been arranged to 

ensure smooth day-to-day 
functioning.

The Mayor asked officials 
to take up further expansion 
by adding 62 more kennels 
and building a compound 
wall around the premises. He 
underlined the need to step 
up sterilisation drives, espe-
cially in light of recent dog 
bite cases reported from the 
41st and 43rd divisions.

He assured that all sur-
geries would be conducted 
strictly as per AWBI norms, 
without causing harm or dis-
tress to the animals. After the 
procedures, the dogs will be 
kept under observation for 
five days under the supervi-
sion of veterinary experts. 
Trained doctors, dog catch-
ers, and staff have been en-
gaged for the work.

Built at a cost of Rs 43 lakh, the centre is expected 
to help bring down dog bite incidents

Hans News Service 
Bhubalapally

GOVERNOR Shiv Pratap 
Shukla and his wife per-
formed special prayers at Sri 
Kaleshwar Mukteshwar Swa-
mi temple here on Friday.

The couple had taken part 
in the Pushkar baths at the 
Triveni Sangam and watched 
the Saraswati Navaratna 
Mala aarti and the cultural 
programmes held on Thurs-
day night.

When they arrived at the 
Mukteshwar Swami temple, 
the Endowments Depart-
ment Commissioner Hanu-
mantharao, temple priests 
and others gave them a grand 
welcome with parivattam, 
poornakumbham, and auspi-
cious musical instruments.

The Governor and his wife 
performed special pujas to 
the Swami. Afterwards the 
temple priests offered bless-
ings and presented white 
garments, laddu prasadam, 

sakkara pongali, and a me-
mento of the goddess.

The Governor then toured 
the exhibition stalls display-
ing Mahadevapoor dasali silk 
garments with keen interest. 
IT and Industries Minis-
ter explained the tassar silk 
weaving process to the Gov-
ernor during the event. 

District Collector Rahul 
Sharma, District SP Sirishetti 
Sankirth, and other district 
officials attended the pro-
gramme.

Governor Shiv Pratap 
Shukla said the Saraswati 

Antya Pushkaras are being 
held with great splendour. 
He noted that the Navaratna 
Mala aarti by the Kashi pan-
dits at the Saraswati ghat and 
the cultural programs reflect 
India’s spiritual traditions. 
He expressed satisfaction 
with the state government’s 
comprehensive arrange-
ments to ensure devotees 
face no inconvenience. 

He hoped that devotees 
who performed the sacred 
Pushkar baths at the Triveni 
Sangam would receive the 
goddess’s blessings.

Governor couple visits Sri Kaleshwar 
Mukteshwar Swami temple

Govt aims to ensure holistic 
growth of every family: MLA

Hans News Service  
Warangal

PARAKALA MLA Re-
vuri Prakash Reddy on 
Thursday asserted that 
the State government, 
under the leadership of 
Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy, is moving forward 
with public welfare as its 
primary objective, rather 
than focusing solely on 
economic growth. He em-
phasised that strengthen-
ing the financial and social 
stability of present-day 
families would lay a robust 
foundation for future 
generations.

Addressing the district-
level ‘Prajapalana Pragati 
Pranalika’ programme 
here on Friday, the MLA 
outlined the government’s 
welfare-driven agenda.

He stated that the gov-
ernment aims to ensure 

holistic growth for every 
family across all sectors. 
“The core idea behind 
these schemes is to reduce 
the financial burden 
on people and enhance 
their savings, thereby 
strengthening household 
economies,” he said. He 
highlighted that initiatives 
such as free bus travel for 
women, establishment of 
solar plants, low-interest 
loans, and interest-free 
credit facilities are sig-
nificantly contributing to 
women’s empowerment 
and economic upliftment.

He announced that, in 
addition to the mid-day 
meal scheme, breakfast 
facilities would soon be 
extended to students from 
primary to high school 
levels. The government 
has also increased diet and 
cosmetic charges to ensure 
better nutrition and over-
all well-being of students, 
he noted. Urging parents 
to enrol their children 
in government schools, 
he said experienced and 
well-trained teachers are 
available in these  
institutions.
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