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Polavaram must be completed by February: Shashibhushan

Hans News Service 
Polavaram

WATER resources depart‑
ment special chief secretary 
Shashibhushan Kumar di‑
rected officials and contrac‑
tors to maintain momentum 
in the Polavaram irrigation 
and hydel power projects 
while ensuring uncompro‑
mised quality standards. He 
stressed that the prestigious 
national project must be 
completed by February 2027, 
in line with Chief Minister N 
Chandrababu Naidu’s com‑
mitment to dedicate it by 
March next year.

Kumar instructed the wa‑

ter resources department, 
Polavaram Project Author‑
ity, and contracting agency 
Megha Engineering & Infra‑
structures Limited (MEIL) to 
work in close coordination 
with a clear action plan. He 
assured that any issue affect‑
ing construction would be 
resolved promptly if brought 

to the government’s notice.
During his first inspec‑

tion after assuming charge, 
Kumar stayed overnight at 
the project guest house and 
began his field visit at 8 am 
Friday, continuing until 1.30 
pm. 

He reviewed progress on 
key components including 

the spillway, cofferdams, 
diaphragm wall, fish lad‑
der, depletion sluice, and the 
earth‑cum‑rock fill (ECRF) 
dam. He also examined the 
Polavaram hydel power pro‑
ject and sought detailed re‑
ports from officials.

The review meeting re‑
sumed after lunch and con‑

tinued until 6 PM, covering 
each division and project 
component. 

Officials informed him 
that shortages of diesel and 
construction materials due 
to the West Asia conflict had 
temporarily slowed works, 
but the situation has stabi‑
lised. MEIL representatives 
assured that construction 
would be accelerated to meet 
deadlines. Kumar directed 
officials to implement ad‑
vance action plans to ensure 
uninterrupted works during 
the monsoon season. Offi‑
cials confirmed contingency 
measures are ready. Sen‑
ior engineers and advisors 
including Sanjeev Vohra, 
K Ramesh Babu, M Ven‑
kateswara Rao, K Narasimha 
Murthy, R Ramachandra 
Rao, and MEIL representa‑
tives participated in the in‑
spection and review.

l	Water resources special CS orders strict quality, 
faster pace 

l	MEIL, officials told to coordinate; diesel/material 
shortages easing.

Water resources department special chief secretary Shashibhushan Kumar at Polavaram 
project on Friday

GST staffer, wife arrested 
under POCSO Act in Tirupati

Hans news service 
Tirupati

A shocking case involving 
the alleged sexual exploita‑
tion of a minor girl has led 
to the arrest of a GST De‑
partment employee and his 
wife in Tirupati. 

Police said the accused, 
Rama Murthy (51), who 
works as a senior assis‑
tant, repeatedly assaulted a 
16‑year‑old girl and threat‑
ened her with dire conse‑
quences to keep her silent.

Investigators revealed 
that the victim was alleg‑
edly abused on several oc‑
casions at the accused’s 
residence in Tirupati and at 
other places. 

Rama Murthy, who is 
related to the girl as the 
husband of her aunt, re‑
portedly stored personal 
photographs and chat con‑
versations exchanged with 
the minor through mobile 
phone and ShareChat. 

Police said he allegedly 
used the material to black‑
mail the victim and threat‑
ened to upload it on social 
media if she failed to meet 
him whenever he called. 

He also allegedly warned 
the girl that her parents 
would be killed if she dis‑
closed the incidents.

The case surfaced after 
the victim’s parents learnt 
about the harassment and 
approached the Jagadgiri‑

gutta police station in Tel‑
angana. 

Police there registered a 
Zero FIR and later trans‑
ferred the case to Tiru‑
pati East police station for 
further action. Based on 
the complaint, a case was 
booked under the Protec‑
tion of Children from Sex‑
ual Offences (POCSO) Act.  
Tirupati Superintendent of 
Police L Subba Rayudu di‑
rected officials to conduct 
a detailed investigation, 
which was led by DSP M 
Bhaktavatsalam.

During the investigation, 
police allegedly found that 
the victim’s aunt, Manasa, a 
Deputy Tahsildar working 
at Railway Koduru, had at‑
tempted to shield her hus‑
band from legal action. 

Following the collection 
of evidence, both Rama 
Murthy and Manasa were 
arrested on Thursday and 
later produced before a 
court, which remanded 
them to judicial custody. 
SP Rayudu appealed to 
the public to immediately 
report incidents of sexual 
abuse, harassment and 
blackmail involving chil‑
dren. 

He assured that the iden‑
tity of victims would be 
kept confidential and said 
strict legal action would 
be taken against those in‑
volved in crimes against 
minors.

Disaster management 
talk held for NCC cadets

Hans News Service  
Tirupati 

CADETS of the 5 Andhra 
Girls Battalion NCC at 
NCC Nagar in Tirupati at‑
tended an expert talk on 
Disaster Management de‑
livered by General Man‑
ager of Tirupati Smart City 
Corporation VR Chandra 
Mouli. The programme 
was organised as part of 
the battalion’s initiative to 
expose cadets to eminent 
personalities from civil ad‑
ministration, public service 
and governance, helping 
them understand national 
service beyond the military 
domain.

During his address, 
Chandra Mouli highlighted 
the importance of disaster 

preparedness, inter‑agency 
coordination and effec‑
tive delivery of relief and 
essential services during 
emergencies. He also ex‑
plained the key aspects of 
the National Disaster Man‑
agement framework and 
its implementation at the 
grassroots level.

Commanding Officer 
Colonel Anuj Wadhwa said 
such interactions help shape 
service‑oriented young citi‑
zens and broaden cadets’ 
understanding of national 
service. He said that though 
the NCC is fundamentally a 
military training organisa‑
tion, it is equally committed 
to nurturing cadets who un‑
derstand the full spectrum 
of national service, both in 
uniform and beyond.

CM Naidu to launch Sanjeevani 
health project at Yadamari today

Hans news service 
Chittoor

CHIEF Minister N Chan‑
drababu Naidu will partici‑
pate in several programmes 
at Yadamari in Chittoor dis‑
trict on Saturday, including 
the launch of the ‘Sanjeevani 
Health Project’ at the Primary 
Health Centre (PHC). He will 
also address a public meeting 
during the visit.

Preparations for the Chief 
Minister’s tour were reviewed 
on Friday by Chittoor MP 
D Prasada Rao, CM Pro‑
grammes Coordinator Pen‑
durthi Venkatesh, Joint Col‑
lector Adarsh Rajendran and 
other officials. 

They inspected arrange‑
ments at the helipad, public 
meeting venue and Yadamari 
PHC. District SP Tushar Dudi 
briefed police officers and 
staff involved in convoy and 
security duties for the visit. 

A trial run was conducted 
from the helipad set up near 
Chinnareddypalli bus stop 
to the meeting venue and 
healthcare centre. Officials 
reviewed convoy responsi‑
bilities, security measures and 
traffic management during 
the exercise. The SP directed 
officials to maintain continu‑
ous surveillance at the public 
meeting venue, helipad, im‑
portant junctions, parking 
areas and along the route us‑
ing CCTV cameras. Police 
personnel were instructed to 
immediately report any sus‑
picious persons or objects to 

senior officers and the control 
room.  ASP Dr Tarun Pahwa, 
Additional SP SR Rajasekhar 
Raju, AR Additional SP Deva‑
das, Chittoor SDPO J Venka‑
tanarayana and other officials 
participated in the security 
review. Meanwhile, the Chief 
Minister will leave his Un‑
davalli residence in Tadepalli 
mandal of Guntur district by 
helicopter at 9 am on Saturday 
and reach the helipad near 14 
Kandriga village in Yadamari 
mandal at 11 am. After meet‑
ing public representatives and 
officials, he will participate in 
a public meeting. 

Chittoor SP Tushar Dudi reviewing security arrangements for 
CM’s visit in Yadamari on Friday

Two CIs suspended for lapses in investigation 
TIRUPATI: Tirupati police department has suspended two former circle inspectors after a depart‑
mental inquiry reportedly found lapses in investigation procedures and misuse of authority in sepa‑
rate cases. The suspended officers were identified as Srinivasulu, who earlier served as Tirupati East 
Circle Inspector, and Ramaiah, former Circle Inspector of SVU Police Station. Both officers had ear‑
lier been shifted to the Vacancy Reserve at Anantapur following complaints regarding their conduct.

The disciplinary action was taken based on the findings of an internal inquiry initiated by Tiru‑
pati Superintendent of Police L Subba Rayudu. The probe examined allegations linked to the han‑
dling of criminal investigations and alleged misconduct while discharging official duties. According 
to officials, Srinivasulu was found negligent in investigating a POCSO case. The inquiry reportedly 
observed that proper investigation procedures were not followed against an accused in the case. He 
was also accused of interfering in civil disputes and attempting informal settlements.

APSPDCL CMD orders fast-tracking of 
APSRTC EV charging stations

Hans News Service  
Tirupati

APSPDCL Chairman and 
Managing Director (CMD) 
Siva Shankar Lotheti has di‑
rected executing agencies to 
fast‑track the installation of 
Electric Vehicle (EV) charg‑
ing stations for APSRTC 
buses across five districts: 
Nellore, Kadapa, Anantapur, 
Kurnool, and Tirupati. Ad‑
dressing a review meeting 
on Friday, the CMD empha‑

sized that contractors must 
maintain high quality stand‑
ards and complete all infra‑
structure works by June 20 
this year.  The high‑capacity 
charging points are being set 
up under APSPDCL’s close 

supervision at strategically 
identified transit hubs, in‑
cluding Mangalam. 
To prevent project delays, 
Lotheti instructed field 
teams to bypass bureaucratic 
red tape by reporting on‑
ground difficulties directly 
to their circle Superintend‑
ing Engineers. 

This protocol ensures im‑
mediate, on‑the‑spot reso‑
lution of technical issues to 
keep the green mobility pro‑
ject firmly on schedule. Sen‑
ior discom officials, includ‑
ing Directors Ayub Khan 
and Guravaiah, attended the  
session

APSPDCL CMD Siva Shankar 
Lotheti

Over 5k candidates to 
appear for Civil Services 
prelims exam tomorrow

Hans news service 
Tirupati

DISTRICT Collector Dr S 
Venkateswar said that all 
arrangements have been 
completed for the smooth 
and peaceful conduct of the 
UPSC Civil Services Pre‑
liminary Examination 2026, 
which will be held.

The Collector conducted 
a review meeting on Friday 
with Assistant Coordinat‑
ing Officers, liaison offic‑
ers and officials of various 
departments regarding the 
arrangements for the exami‑
nation. 

Speaking on the occa‑
sion, he said that a total of 
5,096 candidates will appear 
for the examination at 10 
centres across the district. 

Paper‑1 will be conducted 
from 9.30 am to 11.30 am 
and Paper‑2 from 2.30 pm to 
4.30 pm. Candidates will be 
allowed into the examina‑
tion halls only up to 30 min‑
utes before the commence‑
ment of the exam.

The Collector said jam‑
mers will be used during 
the examination and warned 
that strict action will be tak‑
en against malpractice and 
copying. 

He directed officials to en‑
sure that photocopy centres 
near the examination cen‑
tres remain closed during 
the examination hours. Can‑
didates have been instructed 
to carry a valid identity card, 
failing which they will not 
be allowed into the exami‑
nation centres. 

Collector S Venkateswar along with UPSC observer Jitender 
Sharma and DRO G Narasimhulu reviewing Civil Service 
exam arrangements in Tirupati on Friday


