
SATURDAY 23 MAY 2026 | THE HANS INDIA | VIJAYAWADA2

Hans News Service 
guntur

ANDHRA Pradesh State 
Biodiversity Board (APSBB) 
chairman Nelayapalem Vijay 
Kumar on Friday stressed 
that biodiversity is essential 
for human survival and called 

for collective efforts to pro-
tect nature and ecological 
balance at the grassroots 
level.

He was speaking at the 
International Day for Bio-
logical Diversity celebra-
tions organised by APSBB 
at Acharya Nagarjuna Uni-
versity under the United 
Nations theme, ‘Act Locally 
for a Global Impact.’

Vijay Kumar said Indian 
culture has always shared 
a deep bond with nature 
and biodiversity, adding 
that the well-being of all 
living beings reflects the 
true spirit of biodiversity 
conservation.

Highlighting Andhra 
Pradesh’s ecological wealth, 
he said the state is home 
to a vast coastline, the 
Nallamala forests, Ramsar 

sites such as Kolleru Lake 
and Pulicat Lake, and 
indigenous cattle breeds 
like Ongole and Punganur 
cows.

He also announced plans 
to develop biodiversity 
parks near Kadapa, Am-
aravati and Tirupati in co-
ordination with the forest 
department. Urban micro 
forests are being created on 
unused municipal lands, 
while biodiversity index 
studies for Vijayawada, Vi-
sakhapatnam and Tirupati 
have been completed.

APSBB member secre-
tary P Ramakrishna said 
more than 13,500 biodiver-
sity management commit-
tees and 12,000 people’s 
biodiversity registers have 
been established across  
the state.

Andhra Pradesh State Biodiversity Board chairman Nelaya-
palem Vijay Kumar addressing the meeting on International 
Day for Biological Diversity at Acharya Nagarjuna University 
in Guntur on Friday

APSBB calls for grassroots  
push to protect biodiversity

l Board chairman Vijay Kumar says biodiversity is vital for human survival, urges collective local 
action to preserve ecological balance  

l Highlights Andhra Pradesh’s rich ecological assets, announces plans for biodiversity parks 
near Kadapa, Amaravati and Tirupati 

3 held for digital 
arrest fraud,  

Rs 10L recovered

Hans News Service 
Chirala

CHIRALA II Town 
Police of Bapatla district 
have arrested three 
cyber criminals from 
Visakhapatnam and 
recovered Rs 10 lakh in 
connection with a digital 
arrest fraud case involving 
Rs 26.5 lakh, announced 
Chirala DSP Md Moin.

Addressing a press 
meet here on Friday, he 
explained that a case was 
registered at Chirala II 
Town Police Station on 
March 30 following a 
complaint from K Mohan 
Rao of Kottapet. The 
complainant said that 
some unknown persons 
contacted him through 
social media, introduced 
themselves as police 
officers, and threatened 
him that a money 
laundering case had been 
registered against him. 
They convinced him that 
money would be needed 
to get out of the case and 
fraudulently collected Rs 
26.5 lakh from him. 

A case was registered 
under Cr No 43/2026 
under Section 318(4) 
of the BNS and Section 
66(D) of the IT Act. The 
investigation revealed that 
the money was transferred 
from three bank accounts 
to other accounts.

District SP B 

Umamaheswar took up 
the case as a challenge 
and formed a special team 
under the supervision 
of Chirala Sub-Division 
Officer Md Moin and led 
by Chirala II Town CI 
A Sasi Kumar. Special 
teams were sent to 
Visakhapatnam with 
technical inputs from IT 
Core Inspector V Surya 
Narayana.

The teams arrested the 
accused, Naga Pradeep 
Kumar, and recovered Rs 
8 lakh from him. Another 
accused Neel Kumar 
was also held, and Rs 2 
lakh was recovered from 
him. The investigation 
found that prime accused 
Bondalapu Govind had 
received Rs 14 lakh into 
his account. The total 
fraud amount in all 
three accounts was Rs 
26.5 lakh. Police seized 
two laptops, six mobile 
phones, three SIM cards, a 
memory card, a pen drive, 
passports, and Rs 10 lakh 
cash from the accused.

DSP Moin told 
the media that the 
investigation is continuing 
to arrest the remaining 
accused. He warned the 
public that there is no 
such thing as digital arrest 
and advised people not to 
be scared by threats from 
unknown persons. He 
asked cyber fraud victims 
to call 1930 immediately. 

Chirala DSP Md Moin explaining the arrest of the accused 
in Chirala II Police Station on Friday
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GUNTUR Municipal 
Corporation 
Commissioner K Mayur 
Ashok enquired with 
banking representatives 
about the details of 
loans provided so far to 
SHG groups, including 
MUDRA loans, PM 
Vishwakarma, and PM 
SVANidhi schemes. He 
emphasised that special 
focus should be given to 
the poor, street vendors, 
artisans, SHG groups, 
and small entrepreneurs 
by converging all welfare 
and livelihood schemes 
under a single platform.

A special coordination 
meeting was held at his 
chamber on Friday that 
was aimed at integrating 
various welfare schemes 
of the Central and 
State governments to 
ensure that all eligible 
beneficiaries receive the 
benefits in a streamlined 
manner. Representatives 
from Guntur 
Urban Livelihoods 
Transformation 
Mission (GULTM), 
MEPMA, DRDA, 
District Industries 
Centre, Lead Bank, 
and Skill Development 
agencies participated in 
the meeting. Speaking 
on this occasion, 
Mayur Ashok stated 
that the objective of 
the initiative is to 
identify beneficiaries 
category-wise and 
ensure livelihood 
opportunities through 
better convergence 
of Central and state 
government schemes. 
He further directed 
officials to prepare an 
actionable plan for future 
programmes in the city. 
He added that once 
detailed proposals are 
submitted, efforts will be 
made to secure necessary 
approvals and funds 
in coordination with 
relevant departments. 
KRS Krishnam Naidu, 
the OSD to Union 
Minister of State for 
Rural Development 
Dr Pemmasani 
Chandrasekhar, 
informed that proposals 
would be taken up 
with Central and 
State government 
departments to facilitate 
fund sanction. He also 
said that a structured 
committee would 
be formed under the 
leadership of the district 
collector, with the GMC 
commissioner as the 
nodal authority.

PS to Dr Pemmasani 
Chandrasekhar, AP 
Singh, lead bank 
manager Mahidhar 
Reddy, MEPMA 
and DRDA PD 
Vijayalakshmi, 
MSME officials, Skill 
Development agency 
representatives, 
Industries 
representatives, GMC PO 
Sinchalam were present.

GMC Commissioner Mayur Ashok holding a meeting with 
officials in Guntur on Friday

Officials told to focus on 
converging state, Central schemes


