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| think every team has those little bit areas to improve and some areas very
strong. You can’t be a completely 100% perfect team. Doesn’t matter how
good a player you will have, throughout the tournament there has

been lots of discussion about our middle order and things like that

ey

but | feel everyone is stepping up - Rashid Khan

Sports
Nation

HC pulls up WFT over decision to declare Vinesh Phogat ineligible [
-

NEw DELHI

THE Delhi High Court on
Friday pulled up the Wres-
tling Federation of India
(WFI) for its decision to
declare celebrated grappler
Vinesh Phogat “ineligible”
from participation in do-
mestic events and asked the

Centre to constitute an expert
panel to evaluate her.

A bench of Chief Justice
D K Upadhyaya and Justice
Tejas Karia observed that the
WET’s departure from the ear-
lier practice of permitting the
participation of reputed ath-
letes “speaks volumes,” and
asked the Centre to ensure
that Phogat, who is seeking

her return from a maternity
break, is allowed to partici-
pate in the upcoming Asian
Games selection trials.

The bench emphasised that
motherhood is celebrated
in the country, and the fed-
eration should not act with
“vengeance” It asked the
Centre to constitute an ex-
pert panel to evaluate Phogat

after the government counsel
submitted that the framework
provided by the Sports Au-
thority of India permits relax-
ation of eligibility criteria in
certain cases. “Ask the experts
to evaluate her chances.. En-
sure that she participates,” the
court orally said, as it clarified
it would take up the matter at
2:30 pm again to enable the

government counsel to come
back with further details with
respect to the constitution of
the team of expert. The court
was hearing Phogat’s appeal
against a single-judge’s order
of May 18 refusing her imme-
diate relief on the issue of her
participation in the selection
trials on May 30-31 for this
year’s Asian Games despite be-

ing declared “ineligible” by the
WFI. Phogat’s senior counsel
urged the bench to grant her
the opportunity to participate
in the trials, contending that
the show-cause notice issued
to her on May 9, a day before
her participation in a domes-
tic event in Gonda, showed
that “somebody is clutching at
straws” to oust her.

J&K's Auqib Nabi ignored

Scrap Ranji if it doesn’t matter.
Vengsarkar blasts selectors

Nabi was the primary catalyst in Jammu and Kashmir’s Ranji Trophy
triumph in the 2025-2026 season with 60 wickets to his name

MuUMBAI

CRICKET legend Dilip Vengsarkar has slammed
the Ajit Agarkar-led selection committee for ignor-
ing Ranji Trophy star Auqib Nabi for the Afghani-
stan Test, calling the decision ‘absurd’ and ques-
tioning the value of domestic cricket performances.

The Board of Control for Cricket in India selec-
tion committee, led by Ajit Agarkar, has come un-
der scathing attack for the shocking selection calls
for the one-off Test against Afghanistan.

Gurnoor Brar, who has done well for India A and
in the Vijay Hazare Trophy, was picked ahead of the
Ranji Trophy’s top wicket-taker, Auqib Nabi, in the
Test squad. Nabi was the primary catalyst in Jammu
and Kashmir’s Ranji Trophy triumph in the 2025-
2026 season with 60 wickets to his name. A con-
sistent performer in red-ball cricket, he also took
44 wickets at an average of 13.27 in the 2024-2025
Ranji season. Cricket legend Dilip Vengsarkar has
slammed Agarkar for ignoring a proven performer,
asking the BCCI to do away with the Ranji Trophy

if performances in Indias premier domestic red-
ball event are not even considered.

“The selectors’ decision to ignore him is abso-
lutely absurd and baffling. What kind of selection
is this? It is just not acceptable. It is an injustice;
Vengsarkar told The Times of India newspaper
on Thursday. ‘Can you imagine Nabi’s plight right
now? He took 60 wickets in the Ranji Trophy. He
has worked hard for it and deserves a place ahead
of everybody else

SRH WIN, RCB CELEBRATES

HanNs NEws SERVICE
HYDERABAD

SUNRISERS  Hyderabad
produced a brutal batting
exhibition and a clinical
bowling performance to
thrash Royal Challengers
Bengaluru by 55 runs after
posting a mammoth 255/4.
However, despite the heavy
defeat, RCB still had reason
to celebrate as they retained
the top spot in the Indian
Premier League points table
with a superior net run rate,
ensuring two opportunities
to reach the final through
the playoffs. Already as-
sured of a playoff berth,
SRH came out with fearless
intent, looking to improve
their net run rate and chal-
lenge for a top-two finish,
but ended in 3rd spot. Their
explosive batting lineup
dismantled the RCB bowl-
ing attack from the outset,
smashing 66 runs in the fi-
nal five overs to finish with

Hosts crush RCB by 55 Runs, but Bengaluru hold on to top spot

RCB'’s Rasikh Salam reacts after taking the wicket of Travis Head (not
in photo) during their IPL match at the Rajiv Gandhi International
Stadium in Hyderabad on Friday (Photo: Adula Krishna)

the third-highest total of the
season. Travis Head ignited
the innings with a rapid 26
off 16 balls before Rasikh
Salam dismissed him with
a pinpoint yorker. Abhishek
Sharma then launched a
sensational counterattack,
hammering 56 off just 22
deliveries with four fours
and five sixes as SRH raced
to 97/2 inside nine overs.
The carnage continued

through a destructive part-
nership between Ishan Kis-
han and Heinrich Klaasen.
Klaasen blasted 51 off 24
balls while Kishan anchored
the innings brilliantly with
79 off 46 deliveries. Nitish
Kumar Reddy added the
finishing touches with an

INACTION TODAY

LSG vs PBKS at 7.30 pm
in Lucknow

unbeaten 29 from only 12
balls.

SRH 255/4 in 20 overs
(Abhishek Sharma 56, Is-
han Kishan 79, Heinrich

Klaasen 51; Rasikh Salam
Dar 2/52) beat RCB 200/4
in 20 overs (Venkatesh Iyer
44, Rajat Patidar 56, Krunal
Pandya 41 not out; Eshan
Malinga 2/33) by 55 runs.

Teams P W L
RCB(Q 14 9 5
GT@ 14 9 5
SRH(Q 14 9 5

RR 13 7 6
KKR 13 6 6
PBKS 13 6 6
CSK 14 6 8
DC 13 6 7
M (E) 13 4 9
LSG(E) 13 4 9

IPL POINTS TABLE

NR Pts NRR

0 18 +1.065
0 18 +0.695
0 18 +0.524
0 14 +0.083
1 13 +0.011
1 13 +0.227
0 12 -0.345
0 12 -0.871
0 8 -0.510
0 8 -0.702

PUDUCHERRY

76TH Junior National Basketball
Championship began on an excit-
ing note here at the Rajiv Gandhi
Indoor Stadium with thrilling
contests marking the opening day
of the prestigious tournament.

In the women’s section, Ma-
harashtra produced a remarkable

comeback to defeat Uttar Pradesh
72-51 in a high-intensity encoun-
ter. After trailing 37-30 at halftime,
Maharashtra dominated the third
quarter with a strong defensive
display, restricting Uttar Pradesh

to just four points. Aarya Pahatan-
gare starred with 27 points, while
Anvee Kulkarni added 16.
Chhattisgarh also scripted a
dramatic win, edging Karnataka
56-52 after overturning an eight-

Junior National Basketball C'ship

Maha, Chhattisgarh shine on opening day

point deficit in the final quarter.
Rumi Konwar led the scoring with
14 points, while Divya Rangari
contributed 12. In another wom-
ens match, Rajasthan defeated
Gujarat 62-55 behind Ankita’s

19-point effort.

The men’s section witnessed
convincing victories for Kerala
and Karnataka. Kerala outplayed
Madhya Pradesh 76-48 with Nai-
jal Jacob scoring 17 points, while

Karnataka defeated Punjab 71-55
through a balanced team perfor-

mance led by Anshul Sai and Di-
vith Shenava.
Earlier, the championship

was formally inaugurated in a

colourful ceremony attended by
dignitaries, athletes, and basket-
ball enthusiasts from across the
country. The event was declared
open by N Rangaswamy follow-
ing a ceremonial march past by

participating teams. The inaugu-
ral function was presided over by
Aadhav Arjuna, President of the
Basketball Federation of India
and Tamil Nadu Sports Minister.
Conducted by the Pondicherry
Basketball Association, the eight-
day tournament features 30 men's
teams and 25 women’s teams from
across India.

Ebola surveillance stepped up at Kochi airport after

Thermal screening,
21-day travel history
verification, and self-
declaration forms have
been made mandatory
for international
passengers

KocH1

AUTHORITIES stepped
up Ebola surveillance and
precautionary measures at
Cochin International Air-

port Limited (CIAL) on Fri-
day following an emergency
preparedness meeting be-
tween management and the
Airport Health Organisation.

A CIAL spokesperson said
a 24-hour monitoring system
has now been activated at
the airport as part of efforts
to detect possible symptoms
early and strengthen coordi-
nated public health response
measures.

“Thermal screening, 21-

day travel history verifica-
tion, and self-declaration
forms have been made man-
datory for international pas-
sengers,” he said in a state-
ment after the meeting.
Passengers arriving from
countries  including  the
Democratic Republic of the
Congo, Uganda, and South
Sudan will be placed under
special health surveillance
in view of global alerts over
Ebola outbreaks, authorities

said. The meeting was at-
tended by Airport Director
Manu G, Airport Health Of-
ficer Dr Raphael Teddy, Sen-
ior Medical Officer Dr Aysha
Manika K A, and representa-
tives from CISE, Immigra-
tion, airlines, the Airports
Authority, and CIAL.

APHO Public Health Spe-
cialist Dr Anna presented the
preparedness and response
plan covering Ebola preven-
tion, case identification, and

infection control measures.
Officials noted that there is
currently no widely approved
vaccine or specific treatment
for the Bundibugyo Ebola vi-
rus (BDBV), one of the five
known Ebola virus species.
“The disease can spread
from animals to humans and
also through direct contact
with bodily fluids of infected
persons,” officials said.
Authorities said the incu-
bation period ranges from 2

to 21 days, while fever, sore
throat, headache, and flu-
like symptoms are among the
early signs of infection.

“Mortality rates can range
between 30 and 50 per cent,’
officials added.

Isolation wards have been
arranged at  Ernakulam
General Hospital, Govern-
ment Hospital Kalamassery,
and District Hospital Aluva
as part of the preparedness
plan.

emergency meet

Doctor rapes pafi
nospital

sedafion;

The doctor allegedly
called the patient alone
into the operation
theatre during treatment
and asked the female
staff and the victim’s
father to step outside;
victim alleges that the
doctor administered an
intoxicating injection and
sexually assaulted her

LuckNnow

A doctor at a private hospital
here was accused of raping a
female student after admin-
istering her a sedative injec-
tion during treatment, police
said on Friday. In the wake
of the allegation, the state
health minister directed that
the hospital be sealed and
the doctor’s degree be confis-
cated. The student had been
admitted to Tejas Hospital
on May 18 after suffering a
health episode, officials said.

“According to the com-
plaint, the doctor allegedly
called the patient alone into
the operation theatre dur-
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ing treatment and asked the
female staff and the victim’s
father to step outside.

The victim alleged that
the doctor administered an
intoxicating injection and
sexually assaulted her,” Dep-
uty Commissioner of Police
(North) Twinkle Jain told re-
porters. The student told the
police that she realised what
had happened after the ef-
fect of the injection subsided,
following which her family
lodged a complaint.

The doctor, a resident of
the Tambaur area in Sitapur
district, was detained for
questioning, and the alleged
victim sent for medical ex-

i after
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amination. A case has been

registered in connection with
the matter, the officer said.
Uttar Pradesh Deputy Chief
Minister Brajesh Pathak, who
also holds the health portfo-
lio, said on X that directions
had been issued to seal Tejas
Hospital in the Bakshi Ka
Talab area here and suspend
the medical licence of the ac-
cused doctor, Vijay Giri.

Pathak said instructions
had also been given to the
Ayurveda department to
confiscate the doctor’s Ayur-
vedic medical degree so that
he “can never discharge any
kind of medical responsibil-
ity in future”

Bengal govt notifies free bus
travel for women from June 1

KOLKATA: The West Ben-
gal government has notified
free bus travel for women
in all state government-run
buses from June 1 as part of
a scheme aimed at enhancing
women’s empowerment and
improving access to public
transport.

According to a notification
issued by the state Trans-
port Department on May 21,
women commuters will be
eligible for free travel in both
short-route and long-route
state-run buses operating in
West Bengal.

The Transport department
notification said a smart card
with QR code, photograph
and beneficiary details will
be issued to all eligible wom-
en upon application through
the BDO or SDO offices con-
cerned.

It said that the smart card
shall be issued to women
of the state on the basis of
supporting documents like

Aadhaar card, elector’s photo
identity card (EPIC), VB-G
RAMG job card, Ayushman
Bharat health card, driving
license, Pan card, passport,
pension document with
photograph, identity card of
central/state  government/
psus, identity cards issues by
schools/colleges/universities.

Till issuance of the
smart cards, women pas-
sengers will be allowed to
avail the facility on produc-
tion of valid photo identity
documents such as Aadhaar
card, voter identity card,
driving licence, PAN card,
passport and government-
issued service identity cards,
among others, the notifica-
tion said.

Conductors will issue ‘zero
value tickets’ to women pas-
sengers after verification of
identity documents, it said.

The scheme will come into
effect from June 1, 2026, the
notification added. -- PTI

Lecturer held for leaking
NEET UG phy3|cs paper

NEW DELHI: The CBI has ar-
rested a Pune-based lecturer for
allegedly leaking the physics pa-
per of NEET UG 2026 to a select
group of aspirants, officials said
on Friday. The CBI has arrested
Manisha Sanjay Havaldar, pres-
ently employed with the Seth
Hiralal Saraf Prashala in Pune,
terming her another “source”
for the paper leak. “The CBI has
identified another key accused
who was the source for the
leak of NEET-UG 2026 physics
questions,” a CBI spokesperson
said in a statement.

The agency alleged that
Havaldar was involved in the
NEET UG process after being
appointed an expert by the Na-
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tional Testing Agency (NTA).
“She had complete access to the
physics question paper.

In April, she shared some of
the questions with co-accused
Manisha Mandhare,” the state-
ment said. The CBI arrested
Mandhare, a botany teacher
from Pune, in connection with
the NEET paper leak on May

16. The agency found that the
questions Havaldar  shared
with the aspirants tallied with
the physics paper of NEET
UG 2026. “The CBI conducted
searches at various locations
across the country and seized
several incriminating docu-
ments, laptops, bank statements
and mobile phones. A detailed
analysis of the seized items is
underway, the agency said.

On May 12, the NTA can-
celled the National Eligibility
cum Entrance Test (Undergrad-
uate), or NEET, held on May 3
for medical admissions amid
allegations of paper leak. A re-
examination has been sched-
uled for June 21.

DMK’s ‘bent coconut tree’ jibe draws retort from VCK

CHENNAL: The DMK on
Friday made a sarcastic “co-
conut tree bending towards a
neighbour” remark targeting
the VCK and IUML after they
joined the TVK government,
prompting the VCK to retort
that it “did not grow at the
mercy of other parties”. Aim-
ing to assuage the feelings,
DMK chief M K Stalin ap-
pealed to party members not
to use harsh words as to hurt
anyone.

Both Viduthalai Chiruthai-
gal Katchi and TUML, allies of
the DMK till the 2026 Assem-
bly election, announced sup-
port to the TVK government
which fell short of a simple
majority of 118 in the Assem-
bly. VCK leader Vanni Arasu,
who emerged victorious from
Tindivanam Assembly constit-
uency and A M Shahjahan who
was elected from Papanasam
were sworn in as ministers by
Governor Rajendra Viswanath

Arlekar at the Lok Bhavan here
today in the presence of Chief
Minister C Joseph Vijay.

Shahjahan was made Min-
ister for Minorities Welfare
while Vanni Arasu was made
Minister for Social Justice.
DMK deputy general secretary
A Raja, with a penchant for
making controversial remarks,
alluded the two parties joining
the TVK Cabinet as a “coconut
tree bending towards a neigh-
bour”.




