4

TELANGANA

N

SATURDAY 23 MAY 2026 | THE HANS INDIA | BENGALURU

KALESHWARAM, A SANCTUARY
OF FAITH FOR CENTURIES

Kaleshwara Mukteswara Swamy Temple stands as a symbol of spiritual grandeur
and historical significance as the shrine sits at the confluence of the Godavari,
Pranahita, and the subterranean Saraswati river
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e According to the
Puranas, Lord Rama
visited this region
during his exile in the
Dandaka forest in
the Treta Yuga

e Devotees believe this
is the only temple
in the Telugu States
where Yama Dharma
Raja is worshiped
alongside Lord Shiva
in linga form

SAMPATH GURRAM
BHUBALAPALLY

THE Kaleshwaram Trilinga
Kshetram, popularly known
as the Sri Kaleshwara Muk-
teswara Swamy Temple, is
a major pilgrimage site in
Jayashankar Bhupapalli dis-
trict. Also known as “South
Kashi’, it represents Triveni
Sangamam of the south. It
stands as a symbol of spir-
itual grandeur and histori-
cal significance as the shrine
sits at the confluence of the
Godavari, Pranahita, and
the subterranean Saraswati
rivers. This centuries-old
holy temple is situated amid
densely forested terrain.

Believed to be the conflu-
ence of the Godavari, Prana-
hita, and the subterranean
Sarasvati rivers, this holy site
is honored by devotees as
Dakshina Kashi.

The temple’s glory is de-
scribed in the Skanda Pura-
na under the section called
“Kaleshvara Khanda” Ac-
cording to the Puranas, Lord
Rama visited this region
during his exile in the Dan-
daka forest in the Treta Yuga.
Ancient Rama temples in the

surrounding area reinforce
this belief.

The principal shrine is the
Sri Kaleshvara Mukteshwara
Swami Temple, located on
the left bank of the Godavari.

Puranic  accounts  say
that Yama Dharma Raja
performed severe penance
here worshiping Lord Shiva.
Pleased by Yama’s devotion,
Lord Shiva blessed him and
granted boons to those who
dwell here. Consequently,
the temple uniquely houses
two Shiva lingas on the same
pedestal — Kaleshvara and
Mukteshwara.

Devotees believe this is
the only temple in the Telugu
States where Yama Dharma
Raja is worshiped alongside
Lord Shiva in linga form.
Two small holes visible on
one of the lingas are regarded
as the deity’s nasal apertures
by devotees. Local belief
holds that water or milk
poured into these holes flows
into the Godavari.

Kaleshwaram is also fa-
mous for its sacred bath-

ing ghats on the Godavaris
southern bank, known col-
lectively as the Ashta Tirthas
(eight sacred baths). These
include Brahma Tirtha, Pic-
chuka Tirtha, Jnana Tirtha,
Vayasa Tirtha, Sangama Tir-
tha, Narasimha Tirtha, Hanu-
mat Tirtha, and Vyasa Tirtha.

On major festival days,
thousands of pilgrims gather
here to perform holy baths.

The temples history re-
cords significant patronage
from the Kakatiyas, Rash-
trakutas, Vemulavada Cha-
lukyas, Kalyani Chalukyas,
and Vijayanagara rulers.
Inscriptions of the Vijayana-
gara empire’s Devaraya kings
mention victory celebrations
held at Kaleshwaram.

The Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment carried out exten-
sive restoration of the tem-
ple in 1976, and in 1982 the
Kanchi Kamakoti Peethadhi-
pati Jagadguru Shankaracha-
rya performed the recon-
secration. Kaleshwaram is
renowned for its distinctive
sculptural heritage: sculp-

tures of Vishnu’s Dashava-
tara, Matsya-Kurma avatars,
Annapurna Devi, Shaiva
door-guardians, a four-faced
linga, and carvings depicting
Arjunas fish-machine attract
devotees and tourists alike.
These stone works, carved
from red sandstone, granite,
and basalt, are displayed in
a museum near the temple.

Several historic and spiritual
sites along the Godavari’s
southern bank are also close
to Kaleshwaram.

Blending spirituality, his-
tory, mythological impor-
tance, sculptural art, and
natural beauty, Kaleshwaram
has remained a sanctuary of
faith for centuries as Dak-
shina Kashi.

Uttam hits back at KITR,
warns procurement
politics will ‘backfire’

HYDERABAD: In response
to BRS working president KT
Rama Raos criticism of the
current Rabi paddy procure-
ment efforts, Irrigation and
Civil Supplies Minister N. Ut-
tam Kumar Reddy launched a
pointed counterattack on Fri-
day, accusing the BRS leader
of deceiving farmers with
false information to conceal
the party’s own procurement
shortcomings.

The Minister alleged that
BRS working president KT
Rama Raos sole agenda is to
create a politically manufac-
tured chaos among the farm-
ers. But it will “backfire’, he
asserted.

Uttam Kumar Reddy, in a
statement issued here, said
the Congress government was
executing the largest paddy
procurement operation in Tel-
anganas history despite severe
manpower shortages, massive
logistical challenges and an
unprecedented scale of ar-
rivals. While the BRS is busy
spreading confusion, the Con-
gress government is ensuring
that every grain brought by
farmers is procured and every
rupee reaches farmers ac-
counts,” he said.

Uttam Kumar Reddy com-
pletely rejected KTR's allega-
tions and said official figures
had exposed the hollowness
of the BRS campaign. He said
that by May 21, Telangana had
already recorded 54.29 lakh
metric tonnes (LMT) of paddy
arrivals, out of which 46.21
LMT had been procured, ac-
counting for nearly 85 per cent
procurement completion.

He said procurement trans-
actions of more than 6.32 lakh
farmers had already been com-
pleted and payments worth Rs
7,841 crore had been directly
credited into farmers’ bank ac-
counts.

“This is a record-breaking
Rabi procurement operation

Minister launches a pointed counterattack,
accusing the BRS leader of deceiving farmers
with false information to conceal the party’s own
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happening on a war footing
across Telangana,” he declared.

Taking dig at the BRS re-
gime, Uttam Kumar Reddy
said the Congress government
had already outperformed
multiple Rabi procurement
seasons handled by the previ-
ous government.

He pointed out that during
the BRS regime, procurement
stood at only 26.78 LMT in
Rabi 2021-22 and 36.63 LMT
in Rabi 2022-23, whereas the
Congress government had
already crossed 48.21 LMT
procurement this season with
procurement operations still
continuing.

He also highlighted the
“historic benchmark” achieved
during the previous Rabi sea-
son under Congress rule in
2024-25, ( As on May 22, 2025
Jwhen Telangana recorded an
all-time high procurement of
60.44 LMT, with MSP pay-
ments touching Rs 10,882
crore.

“Those who failed farmers
for years are now unable to di-
gest the scale and transparency
of the Congress government’s
farmer-first procurement
model,” the Minister said.

procurement shortcomings

Responding strongly to al-
legations of gunny bag short-
ages, Uttam Kumar Reddy
termed the accusations “com-
pletely fabricated and irre-
sponsible”

He said the government
had already positioned nearly
20 crore gunny bags across
procurement centres and ad-
equate stocks were available to
handle the entire procurement
process smoothly.

He said the government
was conducting daily reviews,
deploying more than 13,000
trucks and lorries every day,
and continuously monitoring
logistics, lifting and transpor-
tation. More than 43 LMT of
paddy had already been shifted
to rice mills, while additional
stocks were being transported
to storage facilities without in-
terruption.

Uttam Kumar Reddy also
slammed attempts by the op-
position to politically exploit
farmer deaths by linking them
to procurement delays.

“Using farmers’ for political
drama is shameful and insen-
sitive. The BRS leadership is
resorting to desperation poli-
tics because it has lost public
trust,; he said. The Minister
said the Congress government
had ensured “a fair deal, better
support and faster payments”
for farmers while the BRS
leadership was only interested
in “manufacturing headlines
through false propaganda”

“We believed in and built a
farmer-first ecosystem. Facts
tell the real story. The Congress
government is way ahead in
MSP operations, procurement
efficiency and farmer pay-
ments,” Uttam Kumar Reddy
asserted.

SAIVIVEK ALLAKONDA
HYDERABAD

NEHRU Zoological Park has
implemented various tem-
perature-control measures to
protect animals from dehydra-
tion and heat stress during the
ongoing summer season. The
facilities are benefiting around
2,100 animals belonging to 196
species. To shield animals from
extreme heat, zoo authorities
have installed sprinklers, fog-
gers and small rain guns in key
enclosures, particularly in her-
bivore zones, the Reptile House,
macaw enclosures, pheasantry
and aviaries. Temporary shad-
ed shelters, thunga roofing and
kashkash thattis have also been
arranged to reduce direct expo-
sure to sunlight.

Coolers have been installed in
monkey and carnivore sections,
while the Nocturnal Animal
House has been equipped with
air-conditioners and exhaust
fans. To help animals stay hy-

Summer safeguards

7.00 rolls out heat
protection for wildlife

Sprinklers, foggers, coolers and hydration supplements

drated, keepers are serving sea-
sonal fruits such as watermelon,
musk melon and citrus fruits.
Continuous supply of cold
drinking water with electro-
lyte and vitamin supplements,
including Glucon-D, Electral,
vitamin C, B-complex, Stress-
well and Thermo Care liquids, is
being provided to reduce sum-
mer stress, said ] Vasantha, Cu-
rator of Nehru Zoological Park.
Park supervisors said teams are
regularly wetting the thattis and
thunga coverings three to four
times a day and closely moni-

toring the animals’ condition
throughout the heatwave.

With a large number of
people visiting the zoo dur-
ing the summer holidays, staff
have also arranged additional

drinking water points, shaded
resting areas and misting fa-
cilities at selected locations
across the park to help visi-
tors cope with the heat while
exploring the zoo.

Four TG students set off for
Japan for SAKURA Science prog

HaNs NEws SERVICE
HYDERABAD

FOUR bright students from
Telangana have been selected
to participate in the prestig-
ious SAKURA Science Pro-
gramme, also known as the
Japan Science High School
Programme, organised by
the Japan Science and Tech-
nology Agency (JST).

The programme, sched-
uled from May 24 to 30 in Ja-
pan aims to promote scientif-
ic learning, innovation, and
cultural exchange among tal-
ented school students from
across the world.

The initiative, conducted
under the guidance of the
Ministry of Education, Gov-
ernment of India, provides
selected students with the
opportunity to visit advanced
scientific and technological
institutions in Japan. They
will interact with eminent
scientists and researchers,
gaining valuable exposure to
Japan’s innovative education-
al and scientific ecosystem.

Students from Telangana
were selected through a rig-
orous process that included

Four students from Telangana G Shivanjali, Ch Akshaya, B Parusha and B Venu depart for

Japan to participate in the prestigious SAKURA Science Programme, organised by the Japan
Science and Technology Agency

district-level  nominations
and a state-level screening
test held in January 2026.
The four selected students
are G Shivanjali from Telan-
gana Model School & Junior
College, Elgandal, Karimna-
gar; Ch Akshaya from Tel-
angana Residential Junior
College, Hasanparthy, Ha-
numakonda; B Parusha from
IIIT Mahbubnagar; and B
Venu from Telangana Model
School, Irkode, Siddipet.

The students left for Japan
on Friday to represent Tel-
angana at the international

level. Their participation is
expected to highlight the
state’s commitment to nur-
turing young talent and fos-
tering global educational col-
laborations.

Chief Minister A Revanth
Reddy, along with Dr Yogita
Rana, Secretary, State Educa-
tion Department, and A Sri
Devasena, Commissioner
and Director of School Edu-
cation (FAC), congratulated
the students and extended
best wishes for their journey.
They expressed confidence
that the students would bring

laurels to the state through
their participation and learn-
ing experiences.

G Ramesh, Director of
SCERT Telangana, empha-
sised that the programme
would inspire students to
pursue innovation and re-
search, while also strength-
ening cultural ties between
India and Japan.

He noted that such op-
portunities not only enhance
scientific knowledge but also
broaden perspectives by ex-
posing students to interna-
tional practices.

Students rec

HaNs NEws SERVICE
NAGARKURNOOL

DISTRICT Additional SP
Venkateshwarlu stated that
physical fitness is highly es-
sential for every student from
a young age and urged youth
to work for the future of the
nation. He attended a pro-
gramme at the ZP Grounds
in Nagarkurnool on Friday,
where sports uniforms were
distributed to students receiv-
ing regular training under
the Laksha Athletics Coach-
ing Academy led by coach
Mallesh. The uniforms were
sponsored by renowned neu-
rologist Dr. Hemanth Neuro.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Additional SP said

that along with value-based
education in classrooms,
regular physical exercise on
playgrounds is equally im-
portant for building strong
health and discipline among
students. He appreciated

coach Mallesh for provid-
ing continuous training to
the students and praised Dr.
Hemanth Neuro for his gen-
erosity in supporting young
athletes by providing sports
uniforms.

Coconuts

Lirika GUNTI
HYDERABAD

ON a hot summer afternoon,
it feels like the only thing that
can cool the body is a glass of
coconut water or fresh sugar-
cane juice. These drinks are the
ultimate sources of hydration,
rich in minerals, and easy on the
stomach. A coconut water-cum-
sugarcane juice vendor said they
are in this business as they have
no other source of livelihood.
Vendors typically sell around
100 coconuts per day during
peak summers and 25-50 per
day in other seasons. The busi-
ness usually starts with deal-
ers buying coconuts from bulk
wholesalers or farms at approxi-
mately Rs 15 to Rs 25 per coco-

nut. The retail price ranges from
Rs 40 to Rs 60, depending on the
size of the coconut and the stall’s
location. On average, vendors
earn a profit of about Rs 15,000
to Rs 60,000 per month, depend-
ing on the season and daily sales.

Sugarcane juice is sourced
from 10-15 canes, costing
around Rs 200 to Rs 300, yield-
ing about 100 glasses. There is
generally a shortage of canes in
summer, and profits may vary
slightly. A single glass of juice
sells between Rs 20 and Rs 40.
In busy traffic areas, vendors sell
150 to 250 glasses daily, generat-
ing Rs 3,000 to Rs 6,000 in rev-
enue. Profit margins are slightly
higher, netting operators Rs
1,500 to Rs 4,000 on peak sum-
mer days.

@ COCONUT WATER

N/

Tawe Material:

Sabes; 100 covpnuts/dn
B e CT
. Yielek: - 100 glasses
1 Salling Price:
o) Parchae Price;
LJ 18 - $25 pov eocent 20 - 14D par glass
Duity Sales ibuvy arva)
Satling Price: i .
O 1" cossnt ol coied
Daily Ravenue:
= Monthly oot Y 1,000 - 16,000
€3 115,000 we0,000
eevds o0 sausim [ prp—
& daly vaies) 1,800 - 14,000
y NATURE'S HYDRATION. STREET'S SURVIVAL. Vel
Riich In minersly | instantly refreshing | £asy on the stomach
L3 voriaL svesTeent [l © PRIME LOCATIONS = HIGHER NARGINS
Wy sty et o @) S
W trasecrduhbanee R — el (wiitibon, Mmirpet)
) e st & s
220,000 - 750,000 8- fech Cirgh 3 =Y
]
FRESHNELS MATTERS. Busy pakn & {
Fi . sarrme et o s -5 main s
v eneig Wl e s ks < s
. H prafrinping o e
e Smghes sl 3 -
VARG 3 ) LY

-":— UNORGANISED TODAY, ESSENTIAL ALWAYS.

Thass st sendars don just caél drinis,
ey debrver colil, Py aton & hope every summer.

& canes: The summer lifeline on city streets

.HYDERABAD'’S SUMMER
< LIFELINE ON WHEELS! =

Coconut Water & Sugarcane Juice - Nature’s Cool. Street's Pride.

Key challenges include spoil-
age and storage. Tender coco-
nuts require heavy ice blocks
during scorching temperatures,
while sugarcane must remain
fresh to avoid souring, as waste
accumulates quickly.

The initial investment for a
heavy-duty electric or battery-
operated sugarcane juice ma-
chine and cart typically runs be-
tween Rs 20,000 and Rs 50,000.
Prime spots for these stalls—
near metro stations like Khaira-
tabad, Ameerpet, IT parks
(Hi-Tech City), busy parks, and
main roads—largely dictate
margins. Though these busi-
nesses fall under the unorgan-
ised sector, they play a crucial
role in survival and hydration
during scorching summers.




