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Onions to be sold at Rs 35 a kg all over state
Hans News Service 

Vijayawada

CIVIL supplies minister Nadendla 
Manohar on Wednesday launched 
a subsidised onion sale programme 
at Rythu Bazaar here, under which 
onions will be sold at Rs 35 a kg 
with the support of the Centre and 
the National Cooperative Con-
sumers’ Federation (NCCF).

Speaking on the occasion, 
Manohar said rising prices in the 
open market were not confined to 
Andhra Pradesh, attributing the 
trend to global factors, including 
the impact of wars, the oil crisis 
and El Niño. He said the coalition 
government was closely monitor-
ing market prices and taking meas-
ures to keep essential commodities 
affordable.

The minister said the govern-
ment had already started selling 

BPT super-fine rice at Rs 48 and Rs 
52 a kg through 400 special coun-
ters after noticing an increase in 
rice prices.

As onion prices crossed Rs 70 a 
kg in the open market, subsidised 
onions would be made available 
at all 115 Rythu Bazaars across 
the state. Each consumer would 
be entitled to two kg of onions on 
production of Aadhaar. Manohar 
said efforts were also being made 
to supply red gram and palm oil 

at subsidised prices through ration 
shops. The Centre had agreed to 
supply 1.20 lakh metric tonnes of 

red gram to AP. The minister said 
there was no shortage of rice in the 
country and adequate stocks were 

available for the next three years. 
He appealed to people not to be-
lieve rumours circulating on social 
media about rice shortages. He said 
the State had set a target of procur-
ing 37 lakh metric tonnes of paddy 
during the coming kharif season, 
with scope for revision depend-
ing on future conditions. Vigilance 
had also been intensified against 
attempts to divert foodgrains and 
essential commodities to the black 
market by citing El Niño.

Manohar said some quality is-
sues were noticed in the first con-
signment of onions and the stock 
would be graded before sale. Meas-
ures would be taken to ensure bet-
ter quality in subsequent consign-
ments.

Vijayawada East MLA Gadde 
Rammohan Rao and Civil Supplies 
Commissioner Kanna Babu were  
also present.
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Civil supplies minister Nadendla Manohar launches sale of subsidised 

onions at Rythu Bazaar in Vijayawada on Wednesday

Quarter-final race takes shape 
at Sub-Junior Nationals

Hans New Service  
Vijayawada

THE quarter-final picture at 
the 51st Sub-Junior National 
Basketball Championship, be-
ing conducted in Vijayawada, 
became clearer on Day 4, with 
several teams officially secur-
ing their places in the knock-
out stage after impressive 
performances in the league 
phase.

The tournament is being 
conducted at Maris Stella Col-
lege, Chennupati Ramako-
taiah Municipal Corporation 
Indoor Stadium, and KBC 
ZPH School at Patamata in 
Vijayawada.

In the boys’ section, Ma-
harashtra, Karnataka, Delhi, 
Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh 
have secured their places in 
the quarter-finals. In the girls’ 
section, Karnataka, Tamil 
Nadu, Maharashtra, Kerala 
and Madhya Pradesh have 
confirmed their quarter-final 
berths.

In  boys Group A, Uttar 
Pradesh and Rajasthan con-
firmed their quarter-final 
berths. Rajasthan produced 
one of the day’s closest con-
tests, edging past Uttar 

Pradesh 73–71 in a thrilling 
encounter.

Harshwardhan Singh led 
Rajasthan with 21 points, 
while Robin Dhanka and Ra-
jath Vyas contributed 19 and 
18 points respectively. For 
Uttar Pradesh, Ayushman Ku-
mar scored 14 points, while 
Vanish Tomar and Sahil Ku-
mar added 12 each.

In boys Group B, Karna-
taka, Delhi and Maharashtra 
booked their places in the 
knockout stage. Delhi reg-
istered a convincing 72–29 
victory over Karnataka, with 
Vanish Dalal scoring 17 points 
and Karthik adding 16. 

Despite the defeat, Karna-
taka had already done enough 
in the league phase to secure 
its quarter-final spot.

In the girls’ section, Kar-
nataka and Tamil Nadu con-
firmed their quarter-final 
berths from Group A. Tamil 
Nadu strengthened its posi-
tion with a dominant 62–17 
victory over Telangana. V An-
shika led the scoring with 13 
points, followed by Dhanya 
M with 12 and Kavya IK with 
10. Maharashtra were among 
the standout performers of 
the day in Girls Group B, 

overpowering Kerala 103–45 
to secure their place in the 
quarter-finals. Netra Damke 
was the star performer with 
a game-high 36 points, while 
Aarohi Kamble added 15 and 
Maitri Sha contributed 12.

Kerala and Madhya 
Pradesh have also confirmed 
their places in the Girls Group 
B quarter-final lineup. Kerala, 
despite its defeat to Maha-
rashtra, had accumulated 
enough results during the 
league phase to progress to the 
knockout stage.

The Level 2 Boys competi-
tion also witnessed several 
high-scoring victories. Telan-
gana defeated Goa 107–29, 
Chhattisgarh beat Tamil Nadu 
82–19, West Bengal crossed 
the century mark with a 
100–29 victory over Chandi-
garh, while Kerala defeated 
Puducherry 76–17.

With one day of league ac-
tion remaining, the battle for 
the remaining quarter-final 
places and final group posi-
tions is set to reach a decisive 
stage. 

Teams will look to finish 
the league phase strongly and 
carry their momentum into 
the knockout rounds.

l	Boys’ quarter-
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Action during the match between Rajasthan and Uttar 

Pradesh boys at Maris Stella College in Vijayawada on 

Wednesday

Hans News Service 
Rajamahendravaram
 

BJP SIR State convener and 
Anaparthi MLA Nallamilli 
Ramakrishna Reddy on 
Wednesday criticised Op-
position parties for mak-
ing what he termed base-
less allegations against the 
Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) of electoral rolls and 
said the BJP had no role in  
the exercise.

Addressing a media 
conference in Rajama-
hendravaram, Nallamilli 
said some political parties 
with no electoral relevance 
were making unneces-
sary allegations against 
the SIR by relying on what 
he described as fabricated 
reports appearing in a sec-
tion of the media. 

He also accused the Op-
position of spreading mis-
information over discus-
sions among members of 
the Election Commission. 
He said SIR was a consti-
tutionally mandated exer-
cise and had nothing to do 
with the BJP. 

According to him, the 
present exercise was the 

14th Special Intensive Re-
vision undertaken after In-
dependence. 

The Supreme Court, in 
its May 2026 judgment on 
the Bihar SIR, upheld the 
Election Commission’s au-
thority to conduct the ex-
ercise under Article 324 of 
the Constitution read with 
the Representation of the 
People Act, 1950.

Nallamilli said every po-
litical party has agents at 
polling booths and ques-
tioned why there should 
be apprehension about the 
revision process when rep-
resentatives of all parties 
were involved in the elec-
toral process. 

He said political par-
ties should raise specific 
objections through the 
prescribed mechanisms 
instead of casting asper-
sions on constitutional in-
stitutions. 

Targeting Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi, the 
MLA alleged that he was 
making politically moti-
vated and inappropriate 
remarks as he was unable 
to accept his electoral set-
backs. 

He said people were ob-
serving such criticism and 
would respond appropri-
ately. He also alleged that 
the Congress was attempt-
ing to create doubts about 
constitutional institutions. 

Nallamilli further al-
leged that Sonia Gandhi 

had voted despite not 
being an Indian citizen 
at the relevant time and 
said the Congress had no 
moral standing to ques-
tion the electoral process. 
He said allegations against 
the Election Commission 
should be backed by facts 
and evidence.

He questioned the con-
tention that the SIR pro-
cess was designed to fa-
vour the BJP, asking how 
Prashant Kishor could 
have won in Bihar if the 
exercise was advantageous 
to the BJP. He said the 
Bihar experience showed 
that the SIR process was 
not designed to benefit any 
particular political party. 
The Supreme Court had 
upheld the validity of the 
Bihar SIR in May 2026, 
holding that the Election 
Commission had the au-
thority to conduct the ex-
ercise and that the process 
was aimed at maintaining 
accurate and reliable elec-
toral rolls. 

MLA Nallamilli ap-
pealed to Opposition 
parties to respect consti-
tutional institutions and 
allow the electoral revision 
process to proceed accord-
ing to law. 

He said genuine griev-
ances could be raised be-
fore the competent author-
ities and through the legal 
mechanisms available to 
voters and political parties. 

‘BJP has no role in SIR’
MLA Nallamilli Ramakrishna says that genuine grievances 

could be raised before the competent authorities 

BJP SIR State convener and Anaparthi MLA Nallamilli Ramakrishna Reddy addressing the 

media at BJP office in Rajamahendravaram on Wednesday

Hans News Service 
Amalapuram

THE Congress has organ-
ised a large-scale dharna in 
Amalapuram, headquarters 
of Konaseema district, on 
Wednesday demanding im-
mediate resignation and re-
moval of Chief Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumar, 

suspension of the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision 
of electoral rolls and res-
toration of voter names 
allegedly deleted from 
the rolls. 

Congress Working 
Committee member and 
former APCC president 
Gidugu Rudra Raju, 
who participated in the 
protest, alleged that the 
Election Commission 

had compromised the sanc-
tity of the electoral process 
and demanded that the CEC 
face legal action if violations 
were established. The Con-
gress has been intensifying 
its protests over the SIR and  
its functioning. 

Rudra Raju said the party 
had three immediate demands: 
resignation of Gyanesh Kumar 
as CEC, suspension of the SIR 
process and restoration of the 
names of around 13 crore vot-
ers, whom the Congress alleg-
es were illegally deleted from 
electoral rolls. He alleged that 
important decisions relating 
to electoral rolls were being 
taken arbitrarily and claimed 
that the CEC had acted with-
out the approval of the other 
Election Commissioners on  
several occasions. 

Congress demands 
suspension of SIR

CWC member Gidugu Rudra Raju, Konaseema district 

Congress president Kothuri Srinivas and others 

participating in a dharna at Clock Tower Centre in 

Amalapuram on Wednesday

YSRCP alleges 
large-scale  

corruption in NMC
NELLORE: YSRCP Nellore 
district president and for-
mer minister Kakani Go-
vardhan Reddy, alongside 
MLC Parvathareddy Chan-
drasekhar Reddy, alleged 
large-scale corruption and 
financial irregularities with-
in the Nellore Municipal 
Corporation (NMC) under 
Municipal Administration 
Minister Ponguru Narayana.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the YSRCP district 
office, leaders stated that the 
corporation’s annual tax col-
lection target has skyrock-
eted from approximately Rs 
66 crore during the previous 
government to Rs 154 crore 
currently, placing an undue 
financial burden on resi-
dents. 

MLC Chandrasekhar 
Reddy noted that water tax 
collection targets have simi-
larly jumped from Rs 7 crore 
to Rs 30 crore, with poor 
families facing severe pres-
sure and property attach-
ment threats over dues.

Furthermore, the oppo-
sition alleged that garbage 
collection autos were dis-
continued in favor of 126 
tractors belonging to Prith-
viraj Constructions—associ-
ated with a follower of Min-
ister Narayana—incurring a 
monthly expenditure of Rs 
1.67 crore.


