
Onions to be sold at  
Rs 35 a kg all over state

Hans News Service 
Vijayawada

CIVIL supplies minister Nadendla Mano-
har on Wednesday launched a subsidised 
onion sale programme at Rythu Bazaar 
here, under which onions will be sold at Rs 
35 a kg with the support of the Centre and 
the National Cooperative Consumers’ Fed-
eration (NCCF).

Speaking on the occasion, Manohar said 
rising prices in the open market were not 
confined to Andhra Pradesh, attributing 
the trend to global factors, including the 
impact of wars, the oil crisis and El Niño. 
He said the coalition government was 
closely monitoring market prices and tak-
ing measures to keep essential commodi-
ties affordable.

The minister said the government had 
already started selling BPT super-fine rice 
at Rs 48 and Rs 52 a kg through 400 special 
counters after noticing an increase in rice 
prices.

As onion prices crossed Rs 70 a kg in 
the open market, subsidised onions would 
be made available at all 115 Rythu Bazaars 
across the state. Each consumer would be 
entitled to two kg of onions on produc-
tion of Aadhaar. Manohar said efforts were 
also being made to supply red gram and 
palm oil at subsidised prices through ra-
tion shops. The Centre had agreed to sup-
ply 1.20 lakh metric tonnes of red gram to 
AP. The minister said there was no short-
age of rice in the country and adequate 
stocks were available for the next three 
years. He appealed to people not to believe 
rumours circulating on social media about 
rice shortages. He said the State had set a 
target of procuring 37 lakh metric tonnes 
of paddy during the coming kharif season, 
with scope for revision depending on fu-
ture conditions. Vigilance had also been in-

tensified against attempts 
to divert foodgrains and 
essential commodities to 
the black market by cit-
ing El Niño.

Manohar said some 
quality issues were no-
ticed in the first consign-
ment of onions and the 
stock would be graded 
before sale. Measures 
would be taken to ensure 
better quality in subse-
quent consignments.

Vijayawada East 
MLA Gadde Ram-
mohan Rao and Civil 
Supplies Commission-
er Kanna Babu were  
also present.
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YSRCP alleges 
large-scale  

corruption in 
NMC

NELLORE: YSRCP Nel-
lore district president 
and former minister Ka-
kani Govardhan Reddy, 
alongside MLC Parva-
thareddy Chandrasekhar 
Reddy, alleged large-scale 
corruption and financial 
irregularities within the 
Nellore Municipal Cor-
poration (NMC) under 
Municipal Administra-
tion Minister Ponguru 
Narayana.

Addressing a press 
conference at the YSRCP 
district office, leaders 
stated that the corpora-
tion’s annual tax collec-
tion target has skyrock-
eted from approximately 
Rs 66 crore during the 
previous government to 
Rs 154 crore currently, 
placing an undue finan-
cial burden on residents. 

MLC Chandrasekhar 
Reddy noted that wa-
ter tax collection targets 
have similarly jumped 
from Rs 7 crore to Rs 30 
crore, with poor families 
facing severe pressure 
and property attachment 
threats over dues.


