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Cong to put onus on MLAs, MPs 
for winning Graduate MLC seats

Venkateshwarlu  
Kolishetty 
Hyderabad

THE Congress has an-
nounced its candidates for 
the two Graduate MLC 
constituencies — Hy-
derabad-Rangareddy-Mah-
bubnagar (HRM) and Nal-
gonda-Khammam-Warangal 
(NKW) — and is preparing 
to mobilise its organisational 
network and elected repre-
sentatives for the elections 
scheduled for March 2027.

According to party sourc-
es, the Congress is taking 
the Graduate MLC elections 
prestigiously and is likely to 
entrust MLAs, MLCs and 
MPs with coordinating the 
campaign and securing sup-
port across the six erstwhile 
districts covered by the two 
constituencies. DCC presi-
dents, corporation chair-
persons and other public 
representatives, including 
sarpanches, are also expected 

to be involved.
The Congress 

has substan-
tial strength 
among elected 
r e p r e s e n t a -
tives across the 
three erstwhile 
districts com-
prising the NKW 
constituency. It has 11 
MLAs and two MPs in erst-
while Nalgonda, eight MLAs 
and two MPs in Khammam, 
and 10 MLAs and two MPs 
in Warangal. The party has 
29 of the 34 Assembly seats 
across the three districts. It 
may also get the support of 
its friendly party CPI, which 
has one MLA and one MLC 
in the constituency.

The Congress also has 
Ministers representing the 
three erstwhile districts and 
the support of CPI repre-
sentatives. Party leaders are 
expected to coordinate with 
elected representatives and 
organisational leaders to 

reach graduate voters 
in support of Con-

gress candidate 
Ramreddy Sar-
votham Reddy. 
Party sources 
feel coordinated 

efforts by MLAs, 
MLCs and MPs 

would strengthen 
the campaign.

The political arithmetic is 
different in the HRM con-
stituency, where the BRS has 
a sizeable Assembly pres-
ence. The Congress has 18 
MLAs among the 43 Assem-
bly constituencies covering 
the three erstwhile districts. 
The party has Chief Minis-
ter, three Ministers and the 
Speaker from the constitu-
ency and is expected to work 
harder to secure victory for 
its candidate.

According to party sourc-
es, the Congress also has the 
support of seven AIMIM 
MLAs and five BRS MLAs 
who have joined the party. In 

erstwhile Mahbubnagar, the 
Congress has 12 MLAs and 
one MP, while it has no MP 
from erstwhile Hyderabad 
and Rangareddy.

Congress represents Pargi, 
Vikarabad and Tandur, while 
Ibrahimpatnam is repre-
sented by Malreddy Ranga 
Reddy.

In erstwhile Hyderabad, 
the BRS, AIMIM, Congress 
and BJP have representa-
tion, with five, seven, two 
and one seats respectively. 
In erstwhile Rangareddy, 
the BRS retains significant 
presence, with MLAs repre-
senting Medchal, Malkajgiri, 
Quthbullapur, Kukatpally, 
Uppal, LB Nagar, Maheswar-
am, Rajendranagar, Ser-
ilingampally and Chevella. 
The Congress is expected to 
involve MLAs, MPs, MLCs, 
DCC presidents, corporation 
chairpersons and other local 
representatives in grassroots 
outreach and mobilisation of 
eligible graduate voters.
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THE Telangana RTC Work-
ers Union has been granted af-
filiation with the Indian National 
Trade Union Congress, national 
president and former MP G 
Sanjeeva Reddy announced on 
Wednesday. Addressing a press 
conference, Sanjeeva Reddy ap-
pealed to road transport corpo-
ration employees to back union 
president Mogulla Raji Reddy 
and vote for the Arrow symbol in 
the recognized trade union elec-
tions scheduled for October 9. 
He stated that the Congress party 
extended its full support to the 
union, committing to champion-
ing the demand for merging the 
transport corporation with the 
government while safeguarding 
the public utility.

Sanjeeva Reddy emphasized 
that following this affiliation, the 
national trade body will actively 
work towards strengthening or-
ganizational structures and re-
solving long pending employee 
grievances. He revealed that affil-
iated units SWU and TWU have 
joined hands under the com-
mon banner to secure victory for 
the alliance led by Mogulla Raji 
Reddy. Following the upcoming 
elections, both entities will for-
mally merge to operate as a uni-
fied single organization named 
Telangana RTC Workers Union. 
Urging workforce solidarity be-
hind the Arrow symbol, Sanjeeva 
Reddy assured members that 
concerted efforts would be made 
to resolve outstanding workplace 
issues and apply sustained pres-
sure on the state administration 
to complete the corporate merger 
with the government.

Telangana RTC Workers’ 
Union gets INTUC affiliation

Kolkata Metro crosses new frontiers beneath Hooghly

Gouda Swiyachandra 
Kolkata

A Metro journey beneath 
the Hooghly River marks a 
major milestone in Kolkata’s 
urban transport transfor-
mation, expanding from 
India’s first 3.4-km stretch 
in 1984 to 73.42 km across 
five colour-coded lines. 
Begun in 1972, commercial 
services started on October 
24, 1984, between Espla-
nade and Bhowanipore, 
now Netaji Bhavan, grow-

ing to 58 stations by 2025 
across northern, southern, 
eastern, and central areas.

The Green Line 
under-river section features 
twin 520-metre tunnels 
constructed 13 metres 
below the river bed using 
Earth Pressure Balancing 
Tunnel Boring Machines 
through stiff clayey silt in 
a record 66 days. Com-
mercial operations on the 
4.8-km Howrah Maidan to 
Esplanade section, built at 
Rs 4,965 crore, began on 
March 15, 2024. Howrah 

station, located 30 metres 
underground, is among 
India’s deepest. Complete 
operations on the 16.55-km 
Green Line concluded with 
the Esplanade to Sealdah 
link in August 2025, slash-
ing travel time from 40–45 
minutes by road to 11 min-
utes by Metro and boosting 
daily ridership from 78,000 
to 2.04 lakh passengers.

Metro expansion acceler-
ated significantly, adding 
45 km between 2014 and 
2025 compared to 28 km 
between 1972 and 2014. 

Current operations include 
the Blue Line’s 28-km Kavi 
Subash to Noapara route 
and 4.14-km Dakshineswar 
extension, the Yellow Line’s 
6.77-km airport link, the 
Purple Line’s 7.74-km Joka 
to Majerhat section, and 
the Orange Line’s 9.8-km 
New Garia to Belaghata 
stretch. Construction 
continues across four major 
corridors, including exten-
sions to Barasat, Esplanade, 
Dum Dum Airport, and 
Barrackpore.

In July, TBM Durga 

achieved a breakthrough 
at Victoria station on the 
Purple Line, completing the 
Khidderpore drive started 
in July 2025. Traffic diver-
sions at Chingrighata cross-
ing will facilitate Orange 
Line viaduct work towards 
the airport. Metro Railway 
General Manager Prem 
Sagar Gupta confirmed 
Kolkata Metro carried 
23.60 crore passengers dur-
ing 2025-26, while digital 
ticketing expands via the 
Aamar Kolkata Metro ap-
plication.
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An official information pillar 
and route map outside the 
Esplanade Metro station 
displaying the Kolkata 
Metro system map and 
commuter guidelines

Commuters waiting on the platform behind automated 
screen doors at a Kolkata Metro station

Passengers boarding a Kolkata Metro train as the 
automated platform screen doors open

Former BJP corporator faces 
case over school remarks

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

SAROORNAGAR police 
registered cases against 
former BJP corporator 
Akula Srivani and others 
on Wednesday for alleg-
edly making objectionable 
comments capable of flar-
ing communal tension. 
According to police, Akula 
Srivani alongside party 
activists visited a local 
school, targeting teaching 

staff with abusive remarks 
concerning a religion and 
place of worship. 

Despite teachers re-
sponding calmly to que-
ries, the former corporator 
made inflammatory state-
ments. Following wide-
spread circulation of the 
video on social media 
platforms, police initiated 
legal action and confirmed 
seeking legal advice re-
garding further proceed-
ings.

I-T dept probes Bheem 
Reddy’s benami cash trail
HYDERABAD: In a major de-
velopment, Income-Tax (I-T) 
department officials have swung 
into action over the benami 
activities of suspended DSP K 
Bheem Reddy and the alleged 
possession of unaccounted cash 
by one of his benamis.

In continuation of the investi-
gation, the ACB, which initiated 
action against Bheem Reddy, had 
found alleged benami transac-
tions. During its raids, the ACB 
recently searched the premises 
of one of Bheem Reddy’s bena-
mis, Bomma Venkatesh, in Hy-
derabad and Zaheerabad. The 
agency found Venkatesh in pos-
session of Rs 1.35 crore in cash 
and registered a case.

Following the incident, I-T 
officials swung into action and 
reportedly recovered the unac-
counted cash from the ACB. The 
I-T department reportedly reg-
istered cases under provisions 
relating to possession of unac-
counted cash and the Benami 
Transactions (Prohibition) Act 
against Venkatesh and others. 
Notices were also served on Ven-
katesh, directing him to submit 
complete details of the source of 
the income. The cash was report-
edly collected by Venkatesh from 
suspended DSP Bheem Reddy. 
Earlier, the ACB had established 
financial transactions between 
Bheem Reddy and Venkatesh. 
The agency also verified the bank 
accounts of Bheem Reddy and 
his alleged benami holders.

The I-T department has re-
portedly collected details from 
the ACB for further investigation 
into the case.

NIMS official suspended 
after `80-cr assets probe

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

NIZAM Institute of Medical Sciences officials on 
Wednesday placed additional medical superintendent 
Nori Lakshmi Bhaskar under suspension following his 
recent arrest for financial irregularities. The disciplinary 
action follows extensive Anti-Corruption Bureau raids 
conducted across his residence and properties belonging 
to relatives, unearthing massive disproportionate assets. 
Investigating officers estimated that the accused official 
amassed movable and immovable assets worth Rs 80 
crore, including substantial funds invested under benami 
names across multiple locations. NIMS authorities con-
firmed that the official remains suspended pending fur-
ther official orders.

TGCSB equips students 
with shiksha to stave off 

cyber threats in Hyd’bad
Hans News Service 

Hyderabad

IN a significant initiative 
to promote cyber safety 
awareness among children 
and young citizens, the 
Telangana Cyber Security 
Bureau (TGCSB), in col-
laboration with Samagra 
Shiksha, Telangana, and 
Child Rights and You 
(CRY), organised a state-
wide live interaction and 
awareness programme on 
cyber safety through T-
SAT on Wednesday.

The programme was 
organised as part of the 
observance of October as 

Cybersecurity Awareness 
Month, dedicated to pro-
moting greater awareness 
and responsible digital 
practices among citizens.

Titled Cyber Safety – 
Open Forum with Stu-
dents, the programme 
provided students an op-
portunity to interact direct-
ly with Shikha Goel, Home 
Secretary, and Director, 
Telangana Cyber Security 
Bureau (TGCSB), and raise 
questions on cyber safety, 
online risks and responsi-
ble digital behaviour. She 
engaged them with a prac-
tical game and highlighted 
the importance of PAUSE.

RED CHILLI FIELDS SPRING 
TO LIFE AFTER RAINS

Farmers transplant red chilli saplings using 
plastic mulch sheets in a field at Madanapalle 
village in Eturnagaram mandal of Mulugu district. 
Agricultural activity in the region has picked up 
following recent rains, with farmers hoping for 
favourable weather and remunerative yields this 
season  Photo: Srinivas Setty


