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CBI cracks pharma-CGHS bribery nexus

Mouli Mareedu 
Hyderabad

THE Central Bureau of In-
vestigation registered crimi-
nal cases against multiple 
pharmaceutical firms, their 
management representa-
tives, and Central Gov-
ernment Health Scheme 
employees for allegedly ac-
cepting bribes to procure 
medicines at inflated rates. 

Cases were booked 
against Lorven Pharma and 
Surgicals, its proprietor, 
representative Madupaduga 
Ramanaiah, assistant man-
ager E Venu Gopal, New SS 
Medical and General Stores, 
its representative T Chiran-
jeevi, Telukupalli Bharani, 
former Bengaluru CGHS 
employee M Saravanan, for-
mer Kothapet CGHS senior 
pharmacist T YLN Murthy, 

Secunderabad CGHS senior 
health administrator Pon-
nala Mahesh, and former 
CGHS pharmacist S Krish-
na Murthy.

The Anti-Corruption 
Branch of the investigating 
agency revealed that CGHS 
authorities issued procure-
ment orders for various es-
sential medicines, including 
Antioxidants, Sacubitril 24 
mg with Valsartan 26 mg, 
Sitagliptin 50 mg, and Met-
formin 500 mg. Officials T 

YLN Murthy and S Krishna 
Murthy were tasked with 
monitoring medicine sup-
plies from external vendors. 
However, investigating of-
ficers established that the 
accused government per-
sonnel colluded with private 
pharmaceutical manage-
ment and sales representa-
tives by accepting bribes, 
issuing supply quotations, 
and procuring drugs at 
maximum government-
fixed rates while clearing 

pending bills without re-
quired physical verification.

Simultaneously, the 
agency uncovered suspi-
cious financial transactions 
involving substantial mon-
etary transfers between 
public servants and pri-
vate pharmaceutical staff. 
Preliminary audit findings 
highlighted widespread ir-
regularities during official 
procurement from private 
suppliers, confirming that 
selected medical shops 
acted as financial interme-
diaries to facilitate illicit 
payments between phar-
maceutical executives and 
government employees. 
Coordinated investigations 
remain underway to un-
cover the complete extent 
of the bribery network and 
identify additional officials 
involved in the medical pro-
curement scam.

l	Bribery alleged in medicine procurement 

l	Drugs allegedly procured at inflated rates 
l	Government staff accused of taking bribes 

l	Private firms allegedly colluded with officials 
l	Suspicious financial transfers detected 
l	Bills cleared without physical verification 
l	Procurement irregularities flagged in audit 
l	Medical shops allegedly acted as intermediaries 
l	Probe underway to identify more accused

Stung by rising costs, gig workers 
seek better wages from platforms

MM Farooqui 
Hyderabad

THE Gig and Platform work-
ers urged the state govern-
ment to review payment 
rates offered by food delivery 
and quick-commerce plat-
forms, including Zomato, 
Swiggy, Zepto and Blinkit. 
The worker has called for fair 
and sustainable earnings for 
delivery workers amid rising 
operating costs and unstable 
incomes.

The Telangana Gig and 
Platform Workers Union 
(TGPWU) appealed to Min-
ister Vivek Venkatswamy and 
Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy to intervene and ex-
amine the payment structures 
followed by these platforms. 

The union said delivery 
workers are facing increasing 
financial pressure due to low 
payouts, rising fuel prices, ve-
hicle maintenance expenses 
and fluctuating order vol-
umes.

The union has demanded 
a payment system that takes 
into account the time, dis-
tance and expenses involved 
in completing each delivery. 
It has also called for greater 
transparency in the way plat-
forms calculate delivery pay-
ments, incentives, penalties 
and deductions.

TGPWU Founder Presi-
dent Shaik Salauddin said 
that the delivery workers in 
Hyderabad have also reported 
a decline in daily earnings as 
operating costs increase. 

In May 2026, workers 
raised the issue that their 
daily income had fallen from 

around Rs 800 to Rs 550-Rs 
600 after accounting for ris-
ing fuel and other expenses. 
Workers also said that pay-
ments for individual orders 
could be as low as Rs 11 – Rs 
20.

According to the union, 
delivery workers bear sev-
eral work-related expenses 
themselves, including fuel, 
vehicle maintenance, insur-
ance, mobile data charges 
and loan or EMI payments. 
Unlike conventional employ-
ees, gig workers’ earnings can 
also vary depending on order 
availability, incentives and 
changes in platform policies.
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Cong ignored BCs in MLC 
polls, alleges Talasani

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

BRSLP deputy leader Ta-
lasani Srinivas Yadav on 
Wednesday questioned the 
ruling party whether there 
were no eligible Backward 
Classes leaders to contest 
Legislative Council elec-
tions under the Graduates 
quota. Addressing a press 
conference, Srinivas Yadav 
alleged that Chief Minister 
A Revanth Reddy was ac-
tively misleading Backward 
Classes. 

He pointed out that for-
mer Chief Ministers NT 
Rama Rao, N Chandrababu 
Naidu, YS Rajasekhara Red-
dy, and K Chandrashekar 

Rao previously passed As-
sembly resolutions seek-
ing enhanced reservations. 
Srinivas Yadav emphasised 
that despite strong commu-
nity movements, Congress 
allocated both seats to up-
per castes, asking whether 
Backward Classes had not 
voted for Congress or lacked 

qualified graduates. Stat-
ing that candidate selection 
rested entirely in adminis-
tration hands, he asserted 
voters must teach Congress 
a harsh lesson.

Echoing similar senti-
ments, MLC Dasoju Sravan 
stated that Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi preached 
moral values during his 
Bharat Jodo Yatra while par-
ty leadership in Telangana 
stifles community voices. 

Sravan alleged Congress 
severely compromised 
Backward Classes self-
respect, pointing out that 
individuals like Chanagani 
Dayakar were denied op-
portunities and treated 
poorly.

BJP MLA seeks 
Governor’s intervention 

on tribal issues
HYDERABAD: BJLP 
Deputy Floor Leader and 
Adilabad MLA Payal 
Shankar led a delegation 
of tribal families to Lok 
Bhavan on Wednesday and 
met Governor Shiv Pratap 
Shukla, submitting a peti-
tion seeking resolution of 
their issues.

He brought to the Gover-
nor’s notice that around 500 
tribal families have been 
living in Komuram Bheem 
Colony in Survey No. 72 
of Battisavargam village in 
Mavala mandal for nearly 
30 years, but have not been 
granted house pattas or 
recognised house-site rights.

Due to the lack of rec-
ognised rights, the families 
are facing difficulties in 
accessing basic facilities 
and government welfare 
schemes, besides electricity 
and safe drinking water. He 
requested the Governor to 
order a thorough field-level 
inquiry and direct the of-

ficials to issue house plots to 
eligible families as per the 
rules.

The MLA explained 
the problems faced by the 
tribal families in detail. 
The Governor assured the 
delegation that the issue 
would be brought to the 
State government’s attention 
and efforts would be made 
to resolve it.

The tribal families, along 
with MLA Payal Shankar, 
felicitated the Governor 
as per their tradition and 
expressed their gratitude.

Later, speaking to the 
media, Payal Shankar said 
he had raised the problems 
of the tribal families several 
times in the Assembly, but 
the government had failed 
to take action.

“If the problem is not 
resolved within a month, we 
will hold a dharna in front 
of the Secretariat along with 
2,000 families living there,” 
he warned.

HMWSSB chief Ashok Reddy 
orders advance summer 
water contingency plan

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

HYDERABAD Metropolitan 
Water Supply and Sewer-
age Board Managing Direc-
tor K Ashok Reddy directed 
officials on Wednesday to 
prepare a comprehensive 
contingency plan well in 
advance to ensure uninter-
rupted drinking water supply 
during summer. Reviewing 
preparedness, Singur-Man-
jeera emergency measures, 
borewells, filling stations, 
network connectivity, bulk 
supply, and wastewater reuse 
at Khairatabad headquarters, 
Ashok Reddy instructed of-
ficials to formulate area-wise 
distribution strategies based 
on demand assessments.

He urged officers to iden-
tify localities reliant on Sin-
gur and Manjeera supplies 
and establish alternative dis-
tribution routes, inspecting 
pipeline linkages in high-

demand zones. Emphasizing 
wastage control, he called for 
public awareness campaigns 
on responsible consump-
tion. Ashok Reddy ordered 
appointing a lineman-in-
charge for every functional 
power borewell within 15 
days alongside creating a cen-
tralized online tracking data-
base. Officials must prioritize 
repairing non-functional 
borewells in water-scarce ar-
eas and expand treated-water 
filling points across sewage 
treatment plants.

Furthermore, the Manag-
ing Director mandated a 15-
day survey mapping private 
sewage treatment plants in 
gated communities and com-
mercial complexes to detail 
capacity and quality. He also 
instructed officials to evalu-
ate how Singur-Manjeera 
contingency measures im-
pact industrial consumers, 
ensuring alternative arrange-
ments are arranged promptly.

RTC buses skip stop, 
students hit the road
Saibaba Nagar students demand safer and more frequent services

MM Farooqui 
Hyderabad

SCHOOL students on 
Wednesday staged a dharna 
at Saibaba Nagar in Quth-
bullapur, in the jurisdiction 
of Suraram Police Station, 
protesting against RTC 
buses allegedly failing to 
stop at the designated bus 
stop. The protest caused 
traffic disruption as students 
sat on the road and blocked 
RTC buses. At several 
points, students reportedly 
stood in front of buses that 
passed the bus stop without 
stopping, demanding that 
the services halt at the des-
ignated stop.

The students said they 
had already submitted 
representations to the 
depot manager highlight-
ing the difficulties faced by 
students, employees and 

elderly passengers due to 
buses not stopping at Sai-
baba Nagar. However, they 
alleged that no action had 
been taken so far.

The shortage of buses on 
the route has also forced 
commuters to travel in 
overcrowded buses. Stu-
dents said hanging from 
footboards has become a 
common sight, with even 
girl students facing difficul-
ties while travelling during 
peak hours.

“The IT sector has its own 
pick-and-drop facilities for 
employees, while students 
are forced to travel in 
overcrowded RTC buses 
due to the low frequency 
of services in the city and 
its outskirts,” a protesting 
student said.

The students alleged that 
although the corporation 
operates limited services on 

several stretches in Quth-
bullapur, additional facili-
ties are being provided for 
employees working in the 
IT sector. They urged the 
RTC authorities to increase 
the frequency of buses and 
introduce additional mini-
buses for students during 
peak hours.

“We have already brought 
the issue to the notice of the 
depot manager, but there 
has been no response. At 
least additional mini-buses 
should be operated during 
peak hours so that students 
can travel safely,” a student 
said. The agitation led to 
severe traffic snarls in the 
area, inconveniencing 
motorists and other com-
muters. The students urged 
RTC authorities to address 
the issue at the earliest and 
ensure that buses stop at the 
Saibaba Nagar bus stop.

Left-led alliance sweeps HCU polls; 
SFI-backed candidate elected prez

HYDERABAD: The SFI-led 
SFI–ASA–AISA–DSU–TSF 
alliance won the 2026–27 
Hyderabad Central University 
(HCU) student union elec-
tions, securing several key 
posts.
Dilshada, the SFI candidate 
for president, defeated ABVP 
candidate P Naresh by 451 
votes, securing 2,178 votes 
against Naresh’s 1,727. SFI 
alliance candidate Korra Nitin 
Chauhan won the vice-pres-
ident post, defeating ABVP 
candidate Barsharani Behera 
by 287 votes.
Prateek won the general 
secretary post by defeating 
ABVP alliance candidate 
Vineesh Choudhary by 311 
votes, while SFI alliance 
candidate Siddhant won joint 
secretary by defeating ABVP 
candidate Saptagiri by 399 
votes. Abhinash Kumar won 

cultural secretary by a narrow 
five-vote margin over ABVP 
candidate Madhura.
SFI candidate Nafi defeated 
ABVP candidate Chait-
anya Sai by 677 votes for 
ICC GSCASH (PG), while SFI 
alliance candidate B Lavanya 
defeated Soni Barla by 180 
votes for ICC GSCASH (PhD).
Preliminary results indicated 
that the SFI alliance secured 
32 of 59 School Councillor 
and School Board positions 
across 13 schools.
The SFI Telangana State 
Committee said the results 
reflected students’ support 
for campus democracy, 
student rights and efforts 
to address grievances and 
improve infrastructure. 
State president S Ran-
jinikanth and secretary T 
Nagaranu congratulated the 
winners.

Aerobic composters, biogas 
plants planned in Malkajgiri

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

MALKAJGIRI Municipal 
Corporation Commissioner 
T Vinay Krishna Reddy re-
viewed the implementation 
of projects being undertak-
en under SBMU 2.0 and the 
progress of pending works 
during a review meeting on 
the progress of SBMU 2.0 
projects within the Malkaj-
giri Municipal Corporation 
limits on Wednesday.

The officers were instruct-
ed to continuously moni-
tor the implementation of 
projects at the field level, 
expedite pending works 
and ensure that all works 
are started and completed 
within the specified time-
frame. The Commissioner 
ordered the establishment 

of aerobic composters in 
all gated communities un-
der the MMC to process 
wet waste scientifically at 
source. He suggested reduc-
ing the transportation bur-
den by processing waste at 
the source and encouraging 
the conversion of organic 
waste into compost.

The Commissioner di-
rected officials to identify 
and register bulk waste gen-
erators under the MMC and 
take steps to establish bi-
ogas plants on their prem-
ises so that the wet waste 
generated by them can be 
effectively utilised.

He suggested linking the 
remaining coconut shell 
traders under the MMC 
with coir industries. He 
said a proper collection, 
transportation and linkage 

system should be created to 
ensure that coconut shells 
are not discarded carelessly 
but are instead utilised in 
coir industries.

The Commissioner ad-
vised officials to involve 
women members of self-
help groups in converting 
flower waste into value-
added products.

He instructed officials to 
take steps to scientifically 
process flower waste and 
provide training in mak-
ing eco-friendly products 
such as dhoop sticks and 
incense sticks. He said the 
programme should be de-
signed to provide skill de-
velopment and employment 
opportunities to women 
self-help group members 
alongside flower waste 
management.


