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' It's been a bit of a rollercoaster, I've got to admit. Considering Neeru Dhanda

was very poorly only 10 days, 12 days ago, and it was looking like she might
not even be able to make the Asian Games. She didn’t do any training in the
build-up. And so to be here now, having her lead from the very front, it's been
an attritional three days, long three days. And then to shoot 28 out of 30 in the
way she did, | couldn’t be happier for her.
- Peter Wilson, Indian trap-shooting coach
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Archers advance

to quarters

IN the archery competi-
tion, Dhiraj Bommadevara,
Neeraj Chauhan and Kum-
kum Mohod Anil progressed
to the recurve quarterfinals
with impressive wins. Chau-
han stunned South Korea’s
22-year-old Kim Je Deok, a
three-time  Olympic ~ gold-
medallist, 6-4 (30-28, 29-29,
29-30, 29-29, 29-27) in the
men’s individual 1/8 elimina-
tion round. Bommadevara,
on the other hand, outwit-
ted Chinese Taipeis Cheng
Hsiang-Hui 6-2 (29-27, 27-28,
30-28, 29-28) in the other pre-
quarterfinal. In women's re-
curve 1/8 elimination, Kum-
kum Mohod Anil thrashed
Bangladesh’s Saima Salah Ud-
din 6-0 (29-26, 28-26, 27-26)
to make it to the last eight.

Winning run in
squash, tennis

HE Indian women’s squash

team blanked Iran 3-0 in
its last group-stage match to
progress to the quarterfinals.
Starting the proceedings, Tanvi
Khanna was declared the win-
ner after her opponent Narges
Soltani retired while trailing
5-11, 0-3 in the first singles.

Anahat Singh, who won a
silver in the individual event,
then saw off Fereshteh Eght-
edari 3-0 (11-5, 11-4, 11-7) to
give India an unassailable 2-0
lead. In the third singles, vet-
eran Joshna Chinappa, who
also won a bronze in the mixed
doubles event, prevailed 3-0
(11-1,11-3,11-9) over Najmeh
Boushehrizadeh to complete
the 3-0 win. India will face Sin-
gapore in the quarterfinals on
Wednesday.

Indian tennis players Dhak-
shineswar Suresh and Sumit
Nagal made winning starts in
their men's singles campaigns
and secured pre-quarterfinal
slots. Dhakshineswar got the
better of Indonesia’s Gunawan
Trismuwantara 7-5 7-6(2)
in his second round, while
Nagal got past South Korea’s
Seongchan Hong 6-4 6-0 in
his rain-interrupted match.
Among the disappointments
was cyclists failing to come
good in the men’s and women’s
team sprint events and wom-
en’s team pursuit competition,
falling out of medal contention
at the preliminary stage.

e Neeru Dhanda,
Women’s relay
team strike gold

e Gulveer Singh
completes Games
treble with 5000m
bronze; India
enters top-10 in
medal tally

NAGOYA: Undaunted by a
heavy downpour and chilly
conditions, Neeru Dhanda
gave India its first ever women’s
trap gold in the Asian Games
before the women’s 4x400m
relay team added another gold
in the evening as the country
breached the 50 mark in the
mega-event’s medal tally to en-
ter the top-10 here on Tuesday.

Dhanda’s vision was at times
disrupted by in-

Asian Games 2026

Golden olory for Indig
0s women lead charge

The quartet of Kiran Pahal Poovamma Machettlra Prachi,
Vithya Ramraj celebrate after winning the women’s 4x400m
relay with a time of 3:29.69 minutes, giving India first gold
medal in track and field events at Asian Games 2026

cessant rain but *
the focus was

unwavering  as

she smashed the 5
Asian record to

claim the top Aichi-Nagoya 2026

finish, which

was also India’s first individual
shooting gold in the ongoing
Games with a score of 28 in
the finals.

In the evening, the women’s
relay team of Kiran, Prachi
Choudhary, M R Poovamma
and Vithya Ramraj claimed
the 4x400 women's relay top
honours with a timing of
3:29.69sec.

Of these, the 36-year-old
Poovamma was a member of
the Indian teams that won gold
medals in the 2014 and 2018
Asiads as well. Vithya Ramraj
had earlier bettered the leg-
endary P T Usha’s over four-
decade-old national record to
claim bronze in the 400m hur-
dles competition.

As a result, the country’s
standing in the overall tally
improved to 10th with 52
medals (6 gold, 21 silver and
25 bronze) so far.

It was overall a mixed day
in the track and field com-
petitions but India managed

to end it on a high
thanks women’s relay
gold.

However, it was no-
where close to the high
of six gold medals that the
track and field campaign of the
previous edition had yielded.

Nineteen-year-old ~ high
jumper Pooja Singh looked in
control for a while but eventu-
ally came third with a 1.84m
best effort, adding to the
bronze tally.

The ever-reliable Gulveer
Singh completed a treble at
the Games, adding a 5000m
bronze to the silver medals
he won in the 10,000m and
1500m races.

Gulveer thus became the
second Indian man and
fourth from the country to
win three medals in track and
field events in a single Asiad
after Lavy Pinto (New Delhi
1951, 3 medals), PT Usha
(Seoul, 1986, 4 medals) and
KM Beenamol (Busan 2002, 3
medals).
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Neeru Dhanda strikes first
ever women'’s trap gold in
Asian Games

Boxer Ankush Panghal
breaks eight-year jinx

NISHIO (JAPAN): There
was a jinx broken in the
boxing arena as well with
Ankush Panghal ensuring
that India had a male box-
ing finalist after eight years
by advancing to the summit
clash of the 80kg category.

The boxers have already
surpassed their previous
haul of four by ensuring
six medals this time. Apart
from Ankush, Parveen
Hooda too stormed into the
final, securing her place in
the 65kg gold-medal bout
with a commanding vic-
tory even as Narender Ber-
wal signed off with a bronze
after losing in the +90kg
semifinals.

Parveen defeated China’s
Li Shu 5-0 before Ankush

Men'’s volleyball: India edge
Qatar3-2to enter Iast 8

NAGOYA: The Indian mens ¢

volleyball team continued its

winning run, eking out a hard-
fought 3-2 win over Qatar to 7}

register its third victory and

qualify for the quarterfinals of
the Asian Games here on Tuesday. The Indian team bounced

. back from being two sets

blocks, and one service point.

heats, Hitesh Kewat finished

with a time of 118.22 seconds, while
Pradhyumna Singh Rathod was 10th clocking 127.70 sec-
onds. In the women’s canoe single heats, Pallavi Jagtap fin-
ished seventh with a time of 224.20 seconds, while Rina Sen
was ninth in 342.72 seconds. The four Indian paddlers will
compete in their respective semifinals on Wednesday, with
the medal rounds also scheduled for the same day.

In the women’s kayak single, Shikha Chouhan finished sec-
ond-last in the heats with a time of 344.87 seconds and will
compete in the semifinals on Thursday.

. 25-27, 25-23, 25-20, 24-22 in a marathon Pool C
. match, which lasted two hours and 47 minutes. All
four quarterfinals will be played on Thursday. India
ad earlier defeated Vietnam 3-0 (25-23, 25-21, 25-20)
and Hong Kong China 3-0 (25-22, 25-19, 25-21) in their
opening two matches respectively. Against Qatar, Jerome
. Vinith scored 27 points for India, all coming through spikes,
while Amit Singh Balwan scored 24 points -- 22 from spikes
and two from blocks. Joel Benjamin Jebaraj also made dou-
ble-digit scores with 17 points -- 14 from spikes, two from

Indian canoe slalom paddIers enter semis

NAGOYA: Indian canoe slalom pad-
dlers advanced to the semifinals in the
men’s kayak single and women’s canoe
single events at the Asian Games here
on Tuesday. In the men’s kayak single

produced a stirring come-
back to out-punch reigning
75kg world champion Uz-
bekistan’s Fazliddin Erkin-
boev 4-1.
Narender,
went down 0-5 to reigning

however,

super-heavyweight ~ world
champion Aibek Oralbay of
Kazakhstan in the last-four
stage. The bronze was Nar-
ender’s second at the Asian
Games after he also finished
on the podium in Hang-
zhou in 2023.

down to defeat Qatar 26-28,

eighth

KAT elects new office bearers for 2026-2030
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General Meeting and Blection of
Bearsrs 2026 to 2030
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The Korfball Association of Telangana (KAT) elected its new office
bearers for 2026-2030 at its General Meeting held on September
26, 2026, at GHMC Community Hall, Gunfoundry, Hyderabad. S

R Rajnikanth was elected President, with Dominic Savio and K J
Laxminarayana as Senior Vice Presidents, G Ashish, D Vijender
and K Asha Monica as Vice Presidents, Santosh Kumar Paloju as
General Secretary and Rahul Pershad as Treasurer. Syed Afzal,
Meena Shahi, Samatha G, Srinivas B and Neha Jain Surana were
elected as Joint Secretaries while Praveen Kumar and Ajay Yadav
were hamed Executive Members. The new team, comprising former
national players, coaches and international officials, will focus on
grassroots development, wider participation, player support and
transparent administration across Telangana.

Clubs CUp HPRC narrowly mlsses title in Madrld
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India HPRC (in blue) against Spain - Madrid Polo Club (in
red) in action during the Clubs Cup at Madrid Polo Club.
Hyderabad Polo and Riding Club (HPRC), representing
India, went down 4-3 to Madrid Polo Club of Spain in a
closely fought Clubs Cup at San Fernando de Henares on
Sunday. Chaitania Kumar scored once and Arsalan Khan
twice for HPRC. Akash Reddy and Saif Attari completed
the Indian line-up, while Madrid fielded Mateo, Ivan Davila,
Manuel Segimon and Paul. HPRC had earlier featured in
the Friendship Cup, with the White team winning 4-3.
Madrid marked HPRC's first stop on its 2026 international
tour and the first overseas tour by a Hyderabad club side.
The team next travels to Lexington, Kentucky, to face
Commonwealth Polo Club, promoting Hyderabad as a polo
destination and strengthening international sporting ties.

OU announces Inter-College Sports C’ships

HYDERABAD: Osmania University has announced a series
of Inter-College Sports Championships for students studying

under its jurisdiction.

The Inter-College Fencing Championships for men and
women will be held at R G Kedia College on October 1, 2026,
at 9 am. The Inter-College Cross Country Races for men and
women are scheduled at the OU Synthetic Athletics Track on

October 3 at 6 a.m.

The Inter-College Carroms Championship for men will take
place at IIMC College, Khairtabad, on October 5 and 6 at 8:30
a.m. The Inter-College Basketball Championships will be held
at Loyola Academy on October 8 and 9 at 8:30 a.m.

All eligible students may participate. For further details,
contact Sr. Prof Rajesh Kumar, Secretary, ICT for Men, Depart-

ment of Physical Education, OU.

Rats, flies, cockroaches, blood...:

FDA seizes over b0
tonnes of food stock

MUMBAI: The Maharash-
tra Food and Drug Admin-
istration (FDA) has seized
more than 50 tonnes of food
products worth nearly Rs
1.20 crore during a statewide
crackdown carried out be-
tween September 23 and 27
ahead of the festive season,
officials said on Tuesday.

According to the FDA,
a total of 50,601.78 kg of
food stock, valued at Rs
1,19,90,792, was seized
during inspections across
various districts. The seized
products included sweets,
milk and milk products,
edible oil, rice, dry fruits,
namkeen, farsan, tea, spices,
sauces, noodles, wafers and
other food items.

The department also sus-
pended the licences or regis-
tration certificates of 30 food
establishments across Maha-
rashtra. These included 13
establishments in Mumbai,
six in the Konkan division,
eight in the Pune division
and three in the Chhatrapati

Sambhajinagar division.

During inspections in
Mumbai, food establish-
ments were found with seri-
ous hygiene and food safety
deficiencies, including pest
infestation, improper food
storage, inadequate segrega-
tion of raw and ready-to-
eat food, lack of protective
equipment and other sani-
tary violations.

At one food establishment,
FDA officials found cats, rat
droppings, live flies and dead
cockroaches in food prepara-
tion and storage areas. Blood
had reportedly accumulated
inside a refrigerator, while
an open sewage manhole
was found in the processing
section. Food was also found
stored directly on the floor
and raw dough was covered
with printed newspaper.

2021 Antilia bomb scare case

Mumbai court grants bail
to ex-cop Sachm Waze

MUMBAL A special NIA court on Tuesday
granted bail to former policeman Sachin
Waze in the 2021 Antilia bomb scare and
Mansukh Hiran murder case, saying the
prosecution failed to establish a prima facie
case of terrorism under the Unlawful Activi-
ties (Prevention) Act (UAPA) against him.
Special Sessions Judge Chakor S Baviskar
said there is nothing on record to infer that
the Ambani family was “terrorised” in any

manner.

On February 25, 2021, an explosives-laden
SUV was found near industrialist Mukesh
Ambani’s residence ‘Antilia’ in south Mum-
bai. Businessman Masnukh Hiran, who was
in possession of the SUV, was found dead in
a creek in neighbouring Thane on March 5,

2021.

The court questioned the National Inves-
tigation Agency’s (NIA) application of the
stringent UAPA, noting the agency failed to
record statements from any member of the
Ambani family to prove they were terrorised.

“There is absolutely nothing on record
even to infer by any stretch of imagination
that the Ambanis or anyone of them is/was,
are/were ever terrorised in any manner, it

said.

The court asserted that the day-to-day

business of the Ambanis does not appear to
have been disturbed even for a minute, from
soon after the incident till this moment.
“Though according to the prosecution,
Sachin Waze wanted to strike terror or the
act of the accused was likely to strike terror
in the minds of Ambanis..., there is nothing
on record to that effect,” it observed.
Furthermore, the court noted that the gel-
atin sticks found in the SUV parked near the
Ambani residence lacked detonators, render-
ing them useless for an explosion and falling
short of the “means” required to define a
“terrorist act” under Section 15 of the UAPA.

MNS, Sena (UBT) to hold
morcha agamst EC on Oct 4
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MUMBAL Maharashtra
Navnirman Sena (MNS)
chief Raj Thackeray on Tues-
day said his party and the
Uddhav Thackeray-led Shiv
Sena (UBT) will take out a
morcha against the Election
Commission in Mumbai on
October 4. Raj Thackeray
said that the march from
Byculla to the BMC Head-
quarters is aimed at uniting
all political parties under
the tricolour against the poll
body over allegations of elec-
toral roll manipulation.

“We will invite all parties
for the morcha. The ruling
parties are also welcome,” he
said at a joint press confer-
ence here with his cousin and
former Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray.
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The morcha is to protest
the functioning of the Elec-
tion Commission, Raj said,
adding that no party flags
will be allowed in the march
and protestors will carry the
tricolour.

Several Opposition parties
have been critical of Chief
Election Commissioner
(CEC) Gyanesh Kumar over
the Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral rolls
and demanded his resigna-
tion, after it came to light
that Election Commission-
ers Sukhbir Singh Sandhu
and Vivek Joshi had recorded
objections on at least 14 oc-
casions over 10 months to
decisions and orders, some of
which they said were issued
without their knowledge.

Assam Rifles jawan killed in ambush by militants

CHANGLANG: An Assam
Rifles jawan was killed and
four others injured after a
patrol team came under sus-
pected militant attack along
the India-Myanmar bor-
der in Arunachal Pradesh’s
Changlang district on Tues-
day, officials said.

The incident took place

around 6.30 am near Nam-
pong Nallah under Nam-
pong circle when personnel
of the 21 Assam Rifles were
patrolling an area where
border fencing work is un-
derway, they said.
Preliminary reports sug-
gested that suspected mili-
tants opened fire on the pa-

trol team, killing Havildar
Jankhokai Kuki (42) and
injuring four others.

The injured per-
sonnel were
being evacuated for medi-
cal treatment, while details
regarding their condition
were awaited.

Security forces have in-

tensified operations in the
area following the incident,
the official said.

Preliminary reports sug-
gested the involvement of
militants belonging to the
NSCN (K-YA).

However, there was no
official confirmation about
the attackers’ identity.

An official statement
from the Assam Rifles is
awaited.

Changlang SP Kirli Padu
said he had received infor-
mation about the incident
and directed the officer-in-
charge of Changlang police
station to gather details.
(PTI)

Woman cop dies
while stopping clash
at hospital

CHENNAL: A 35-year-
old woman head constable
died after she was allegedly
pushed to the ground while
attempting to stop a violent
clash between two groups
at the government general
hospital here, police said on
Tuesday.

The deceased officer was
identified as Kannaki (35),
who was attached to the
Parthibanur police station
in Ramanathapuram district
and posted on duty at the
Paramakudi ~ government
hospital.

According to police, a few
youths who had sustained
injuries in a brawl arrived
at the hospital late Monday
night for treatment.

Soon after, members of the
two groups clashed again on
the hospital premises.

When Officer Kannaki in-
tervened to stop the fight, a
youth identified as Karuppu
Raja forcefully pushed her.

Kannaki lost her balance
and fell backward, suffering
severe head injuries.

Though she was immedi-
ately admitted for emergency
medical care, she succumbed
to her injuries without re-
sponding to treatment.

Upon receiving infor-
mation, Ramanathapuram
district superintendent of
police G Chandeesh and
Paramakudi deputy superin-
tendent of police Sugumaran
visited the hospital to con-
duct an investigation.

Police have launched a
search to trace and arrest
Karuppu Raja, who fled the
scene following the incident.
(PTI)




