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THE Telangana Transport 
Department is planning to 
upgrade driving test tracks 
with AI-based video analyt-
ics to make driving tests more 
transparent, stringent and 
technology-driven, said Joint 
Transport Commissioner M 
Chandra Shekhar Goud.

On Tuesday, JTC along 
with Deputy Transport 
Commissioner Ravindar 
Kumar, Regional Transport 
Officer Raghunandan and 
officials from the Hyderabad 
Metropolitan Development 
Authority (HMDA), inspect-
ed the driving test tracks at 
Kondapur and Nagole on 
Monday.

Speaking during the in-

spection, Chandra Shekhar 
said strict and transparent 
driving tests were essential 
to improving road safety and 
reducing road accidents. He 

said the proposed technol-
ogy would help minimise 
human intervention in the 
testing process.

The department has tak-

en up the initiative after a 
Committee on Automated 
Driving Test Tracks vis-
ited driving test facilities in 
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh and 
Odisha to study the systems 
and practices followed there. 
The committee subsequently 
submitted its report to the 
Transport Department.

Based on the commit-
tee’s recommendations and 
directions from Transport 
Minister Ponnam Prabhakar, 
Special Chief Secretary Vi-
kas Raj, and Transport Com-
missioner K Ilambarithi, the 
department plans to imple-
ment the project in phases.

In the first phase, the de-
partment proposes to up-
grade driving test tracks 
within the Core Urban Re-
gion (CURE) and the Ka-

rimnagar RTO Driving Test 
Track. 

The upgraded facilities 
will use AI-based video ana-
lytics to assess driving tests, 
with the aim of reducing 
manual intervention.

The Transport Depart-
ment and Maruti Suzuki In-
dia Ltd. are jointly planning 
the upgrade of the existing 
driving test tracks and im-
plementation of the AI-ena-
bled testing system.

As part of the prepara-
tions, officials conducted 
a field survey at the Kon-
dapur and Nagole tracks 
along with HMDA officials 
Srinivas, Rajashekhar Reddy 
and Vikram, and committee 
members Amrita Varshini, 
Abhilash Naik and Neha, be-
sides RTO official Kondayya.
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NRR slams CM over  
remarks on Hindu gods 
HYDERABAD: Slamming 
Telangana Chief Minister A 
Revanth Reddy over his re-
marks on Hindu gods, state 
BJP president N Ramchan-
der Rao on Tuesday accused 
him of trying to divide the 
country along north-south 
lines and pursuing vote-
bank politics.

 He alleged that Reddy 
was “playing at the hands 
of Congress leaders Sonia 
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi”, 
whom he accused of not 
respecting Hinduism. Rao 
called for protests across Tel-
angana against Reddy’s re-
marks. Reddy on September 
28 claimed that the Congress 
had succeeded only in the 
southern states but struggled 
in the north because the BJP 
had “stolen Lord Ram”, who 
is revered there, while Lord 
Shiva is worshipped in the 
south. Speaking at an in-
teractive session organised 
by a media organisation in 
Delhi, Reddy also claimed 
that Shiva was the God of 
the poor, Ram was the God 
of the rich, and the BJP was 
a party of the rich. 

“Reddy’s statement on 
Hindu gods is highly con-
demnable. It is objection-
able. It is an absurd state-
ment by a person holding 
a Constitutional post,” Rao 
told PTI Videos. Recalling 
Reddy’s past remarks that 
“Congress means Muslims, 
Muslims mean Congress”, 
Rao alleged that the CM was 
seeking to unite Muslims 
while dividing Hindus. 

He alleged that Reddy was 
trying to divide society by 
portraying Lord Ram as the 
God of the rich and Shiva as 
the God of the poor, and ac-
cused him of using religious 
and north-south divisions 
for vote-bank politics. Rao 
also alleged that Reddy had 
earlier mocked Hindu gods 
by referring to local deities 
associated with the con-
sumption of toddy and non-
vegetarian food. Reddy, who 
had become “anti-Hindu”, 
had even described himself 
as “Revanth Uddin”, Rao al-
leged. Rao asked BJP activ-
ists to burn effigies of Reddy 
at the mandal level across 
Telangana. 

Singareni, TGGENCO 
draw up coal supply plan
75,500 tonnes to be supplied daily to thermal power  

plants amid rising electricity demand

Pathan Afzal Babu

HYDERABAD: Singareni 
and Telangana GENCO 
have prepared an action 
plan to ensure uninterrupt-
ed coal supply to TGGEN-
CO’s thermal power plants 
in line with the state’s 
growing electricity needs 
amid El Niño conditions. A 
special coordination meet-
ing held through video 
conference on Tuesday dis-
cussed a daily coal supply 
target of 75,500 tonnes.

Singareni CMD Dr 
Buddhaprakash Jyoti and 
Telangana GENCO CMD 
Dr Harish, along with Sin-
gareni Area General Man-
agers, Chief Engineers of 
TGGENCO power plants 
and senior officials of both 
organisations, participated 
in the meeting.

They reviewed the coal 
requirements of each plant, 
current supplies, coal qual-
ity, availability of railway 
rakes, loading and unload-
ing operations, and trans-
portation difficulties.

The meeting discussed 
a plan to supply 56,000 

tonnes a day through 14 
railway rakes and 19,500 
tonnes by road. Plant-wise 
requirements of 24,000 
tonnes a day for Koth-
agudem, 4,500 tonnes for 
Kakatiya, 15,000 tonnes 
for Bhadradri and 34,000 
tonnes for Yadadri were 
reviewed.

For Yadadri, an action 
plan was drawn up to trans-
port 8,000 tonnes a day 
through two rakes from the 
Naini coal block in Odisha 

and 36,000 tonnes through 
six rakes from Singareni’s 
local mines. Singareni offi-
cials said steps were being 
taken to increase supplies 
from Naini.

Singareni’s Market-
ing Department officials 
said 15.02 lakh tonnes of 
coal had been supplied to 
TGGENCO power plants 
by road and rail up to 
September 28. During the 
corresponding period last 
September, supply stood at 
11.44 lakh tonnes.

TGGENCO officials in-
formed the meeting that 
electricity demand had 
risen due to dry condi-
tions associated with El 
Niño and that additional 
coal was needed to support 
higher generation.

 PCC chief endorses Revanth’s 
‘rich God, poor God’ remarks

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

AMID the political contro-
versy over Chief Minister 
Revanth Reddy’s remarks 
that “Shiva is the god of 
the poor, while Rama is 
the god of the rich,” TPCC 
President B. Mahesh Ku-
mar Goud has defended 
the Chief Minister and en-
dorsed his comments.

Speaking to the national 
media in Hyderabad on 
Tuesday, Mahesh Ku-
mar Goud questioned 
why Revanth Reddy 
should apologise for the 
remarks. He suggested 
that the Chief Minis-
ter was referring to the 
traditional visual repre-
sentations of Lord Rama 
and Lord Shiva.

Goud said Lord 
Rama is traditionally 
depicted in royal attire 
and adorned with orna-
ments, while Lord Shiva 
is portrayed wearing 
tiger skin and without 

jewellery or material os-
tentation. He questioned 
whether highlighting the 
differences in their tradi-
tional depictions was inap-
propriate. Mahesh Kumar 
Goud further stated that 
Congress leaders have im-
mense respect and devo-
tion towards both Lord 
Rama and Lord Shiva. 
He said they pray to both 
deities and believe that the 
blessings of all gods are al-
ways with them.


