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PRINCIPAL secretary, mines 
and geology, Mukesh Kumar 
Meena directed officials of the 
mines and geology, revenue 
and forest departments to 
strictly adhere to prescribed 
timelines for processing land 

No Objection Certificates 
(NOCs) for mining ap-
plications and take steps to 
eliminate pendency.

Meena reviewed the 
implementation of the 
time-bound NOC mecha-
nism under OMEPS 2.0 at a 
videoconference with officials 
of the mines directorate, joint 
collectors, district forest of-
ficers and district mines and 
geology officers. He directed 
officials to ensure that every 
application was processed 
within the stipulated time-
frame and that delays at 
any stage were immediately 
escalated through the online 
system.

Under the revised proce-
dure, the tahsildar has 14 days 
from the date of intimation to 
issue or reject an NOC on the 
portal. If no action is taken 
within the prescribed period, 

the application is automati-
cally escalated to the joint col-
lector, who has seven days to 
process it. In case of further 
delay, it moves to the district 
collector, who has another 
seven days. The portal also 
alerts the director of mines 
and geology at each stage.

Meena directed joint col-
lectors and field-level revenue 

officials to closely monitor 
pending applications and 
ensure strict compliance with 
the timelines. District Col-
lectors have been entrusted 
with ensuring compliance by 
Tahsildars, while wilful delay 
or negligence would invite re-
sponsibility on the concerned 
officer.

He also instructed mines 
and geology officials to prop-
erly scrutinise applications 
before forwarding NOC re-
quests to revenue authorities. 
Area plans showing existing 
leases should be submitted 
through the portal. Where 
land is located within 500 me-
tres of a reserved forest, the 
request should simultaneous-
ly be sent to the concerned 
district forest officer.

The principal secretary 
stressed close coordination 
among the mines, revenue 

and forest departments, 
particularly in cases involving 
assigned and patta lands and 
forest-adjoining areas.

He directed officials to 
make full use of OMEPS 
2.0’s digital monitoring and 
escalation mechanism. The 
portal records every action, 
remark, document upload 
and forwarding of applica-
tions, while pending cases are 
automatically compiled for 
higher-level monitoring.

Director of mines and 
geology W B Chandrasekhar, 
additional director D Srini-
vasa Rao and joint director 
G Sreenivas Chowdary at-
tended the meeting from the 
Secretariat. Joint collectors, 
district forest officers and 
district mines and geology 
officers from all 26 districts 
participated through video 
conference.

Mines NOC timelines tightened
l	Principal secretary MK 

Meena orders strict 
14‑day, 7‑day  
escalation checks under 
OMEPS 2.0 

l	Tahsildars, joint 
collectors, district 
collectors held 
accountable for delays in 
mining land clearances 

l	Portal ensures digital 
monitoring, forest‑area 
alerts, and higher‑level 
scrutiny of pending cases

M K Meena
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A retired engineer from 
Gurunanak Colony in 
Vijayawada was allegedly 
duped of Rs 10 crore by 
cyber fraudsters who 
posed as police officials 
and threatened him with 
a ‘digital arrest’. Based on 
a complaint lodged by 
the retired engineer, the 
Vijayawada cybercrime 
police registered a case on 
Tuesday.

According to police, the 
victim received a phone call 
from unidentified persons 
about a week ago. The 
callers allegedly told him 
that his mobile number 
had surfaced in connection 
with several criminal 
cases and that cases had 
been registered against 
him. They subsequently 
contacted him through a 
video call and threatened 
him with a ‘digital arrest’.

The fraudsters allegedly 
told the retired engineer 
that he would have to 
pay a large sum of money 
to avoid legal action. 
Frightened by their threats, 
the victim reportedly 
followed their instructions 
and transferred Rs.10 crore 
in four transactions from 
his Canara Bank account 
in Krishnalanka to bank 

accounts provided by the 
fraudsters.

The victim became 
suspicious when the 
callers demanded more 
money and approached 
the Vijayawada cybercrime 
police on Tuesday.

 Police registered a 
case and launched an 
investigation.

 The victim told 
the police that he had 
withdrawn money from his 
fixed deposits to make the 
payments to the fraudsters.

Based on the details 
provided by the victim, 
cybercrime police traced 
the bank accounts used by 
the fraudsters and froze 
two accounts containing 
around Rs 7 crore. Police 
are investigating the case 
and trying to identify those 
involved.

Retired engineer loses Rs 10 cr 
to cyber frauds in Vijayawada
l	Fraudsters pose 

as police officials, 
threaten victim with 

‘digital arrest’

l	Cybercrime police 

freeze around Rs 7 cr 

in two bank accounts
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THE state government 
has decided to appoint Dr 
Venkata Ramana as the 
in-charge director of public 
health (DPH). Health and 
medical education minister 
Y Satya Kumar Yadav ap-
proved the appointment on 
Tuesday, following which Dr 
Venkata Ramana will assume 
charge as DPH.

The appointment comes as 
Dr K Padmavathi, who has 
been serving as director of 
public health and family wel-
fare for the past 33 months, 
is scheduled to retire on 
Wednesday. Dr Padmavathi 

had been holding additional 
charge as DPH in her capac-
ity as additional director 
(NLEP). She served the state 
health and medical depart-
ment in various capacities 
for 37 years.

The department had 
considered seven officers for 
the post. Of them, inquir-
ies are pending against two 
officials over allegations, 
while two others did not 
have experience as district 
medical and health officers 
(DMHOs). Another officer 
had served as a DMHO only 
for three months on ad-
ditional charge, while one 
more officer was due to 
retire in June. Against this 
backdrop, the government 
selected Dr Venkata Ramana 
for the post of DPH. He is 
currently serving as Ad-
ditional Director (Disease 
Control Programme) in the 
DPH office.

Dr Venkata Ramana is new 
director of public health

SMC elections held peacefully across state
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THE reconstitution elections 
for School Management 
Committees (SMCs) were 
conducted peacefully and 
transparently across Andhra 
Pradesh on Tuesday, in 
accordance with the ‘SMC 
Guidelines–2026’ issued by 
the Government of India.

The elections were 
conducted under the joint 
supervision of the Depart-
ment of School Education 
and Samagra Shiksha. Of the 
44,059 schools in the State, 

polling was conducted in 
39,888 schools. In several 
schools, SMC members, 
chairpersons and vice-
chairpersons were elected 
unanimously with the active 
participation and coop-
eration of parents and local 
communities.

Elections could not be 

conducted in 4,171 schools 
due to various reasons. Of 
these, 321 schools could not 
conduct the elections due to 
lack of quorum, while elec-
tions in the remaining 3,850 
schools could not be held 
due to administrative rea-
sons. The School Education 
Department has rescheduled 

the elections in all 4,171 
schools for October 1.

Polling began at 7 am and 
continued until 1 pm. The 
election of SMC chairper-
sons and vice-chairpersons 
was completed by 1.30 pm, 
followed by the oath-taking 
ceremony of the newly 
elected members at 2 pm. 

The first meeting of the 
newly elected SMCs was held 
at 3 pm.

Samagra Shiksha state 
project director B Srinivasa 
Rao said SMCs played a 
crucial role in strengthening 
school development, moni-
toring educational activities 
and promoting community 
participation in school ad-
ministration.

 He said their active 
involvement would help 
improve the functioning of 
schools and contribute to 
ensuring quality education.

Srinivasa Rao congratu-
lated teachers, education 
officials, public representa-
tives and parents for their 
cooperation in conducting 
the elections successfully. He 
said the SMCs would con-
tinue to play an important 
role in effective school man-
agement and strengthening 
community participation in 
education across the State.

l	Polling conducted in 
39,888 schools with 
active participation 
of parents and local 
communities

l	Elections in 4,171 
schools rescheduled  
for October 1:  
SPD B Srinivasa Rao

Headmaster of PM SHRI ZPH School at Nunna in Vijayawada Rural mandal Surapaneni Ravi 

Prasad congratulating newly elected SMC chairperson Mullangi Sonia, vice-chairperson 

Narayana and other members in NTR district on Tuesday
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CHIEF Minister Nara 
Chandrababu Naidu sanc-
tioned Rs 137 crores on 
Tuesday following appeals 
by Endowments Minis-
ter Anam Ramanarayana 
Reddy and Udayagiri MLA 
Kakarla Suresh. 

The funds comprise Rs 85 
crores for Somasila High-
Level Canal Phase-1 and Rs 
52 crores for Peddyreddy 

Palle canal works, along-
side an assurance of Rs 100 
crores to resolve fluoride 
issues in Kanigiri mandal. 

Later, the CM and 
Deputy CM Pawan Kalyan 
inspected Palle Panduga 
3.30 works at Kakolluvari 
Palle village. 

Highlighting commu-
nity accountability, the CM 
urged villagers to judicious-
ly utilize government funds 
to drive comprehensive 
rural development.

CM sanctioned `137 crores 
for Somasila and Peddyreddy 

Palle canal works: Anam
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SWACHHA Andhra Cor-
poration Chairman Kom-
maredy Pattabhi Ram said 
that around 10,000 runners 
were expected to partici-
pate in the second edition 
of the Swachhathon Mara-
thon, to be organised in 
the Vijayawada-Amaravati 
region on October 2 on the 
occasion of Gandhi Jayanti 
and Swachh Diwas.

Speaking at a press 
conference in Vijayawada 
on Tuesday, Pattabhi Ram 
said the marathon was 
aimed at creating greater 
public awareness about 
cleanliness, sanitation and 
health. Inspired by the 
Swachh Bharat Abhi-
yan launched by Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi, 
the State government had 
been promoting the Swarna 
Andhra-Swachha Andhra 
movement since January 
2025 under the leadership 
of Chief Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu, he said.

He said the first edition 
of the Swachhathon Run 
held last year received a 
good response, with around 
6,000 to 7,000 runners 
participating. HDFC Bank 
is the title sponsor of the 
second edition. The mara-
thon will feature 5K, 10K 
and 21K (half marathon) 
categories, with cash prizes 
totalling Rs 10 lakh for the 
winners.

He said the marathon 
would be flagged off by 
Minister for Human Re-
sources Development, IT 
and RTG Nara Lokesh from 
the Indira Gandhi Munici-

pal Corporation (IGMC) 
Stadium at 5 am on Octo-
ber 2. Health, Medical and 
Family Welfare Minister Y 
Satya Kumar Yadav, Tour-
ism, Culture and Cinema-
tography Minister Kandula 
Durgesh and Municipal 
Administration and Urban 
Development Minister 
Ponguru Narayana, along 
with MPs, MLAs and other 
public representatives, be-
sides personalities from the 
film and sports sectors, are 
expected to participate.

Explaining the route, he 
said the marathon would 
cover the Police Control 
Room, Vinayaka Temple, 
Seethamma Vari Padalu, 
Krishna Barrage and Steel 
Bridge before reaching the 
Manthena Satyanarayana 
Raju Ashram in the Am-
aravati capital region and 
returning to Vijayawada.

Pattabhi Ram said NTR 
District Collector Dr G 
Lakshmisha, the Vijayawa-
da Police Commissionerate 
and VMC Commissioner 
HM Dhyanachandra were 
coordinating arrangements 
for security and route 
clearance. Timing bibs for 
participants in the 10K and 
21K categories would be 
issued at Amma Kalyana 
Mandapam.

He said drummers, cul-
tural performances, Zumba 
and other entertainment 
programmes would be 
arranged along the route 
to encourage runners. 
Amaravati Runners is the 
organising partner, HDFC 
Bank the title sponsor and 
Medstar Hospitals the 
medical partner.

Pattabhi Ram said regis-
tration was mandatory for 
the 10K and 21K catego-
ries, while those without 
registration would also be 
allowed to participate in 
the 5K run. He said the 
marathon would serve as a 
curtain-raiser for the forth-
coming Dasara festivities 
in Vijayawada and called 
for greater public participa-
tion in building a clean and 
healthy Andhra Pradesh.

Amaravati Runners rep-
resentative Ravi Ramesh, 
HDFC Area Head of 
Operations representative 
Pavan, Medstar Hospitals 
representative Prem and 
others were present.

10,000 RUNNERS CONFIRM 
PARTICIPATION IN SWACHHATHON

• The second edition 
of the Swachhathon 
Marathon will be 
organised in the 
Vijayawada‑Amaravati 
region on Oct 2

• The marathon will 
feature 5K, 10K and 
21K (half marathon) 
categories, with cash 
prizes totalling Rs 10L 
for winners

• Minister Nara Lokesh 
will falgg off the run 
from the Indira Gandhi 
Municipal Corporation 
Stadium

Swachha Andhra Corporation Chairman Kommareddy 

Pattabhi Ram releasing the Swachhathon Marathon medals 

during a press conference in Vijayawada on Tuesday

Dr Prabhakar 
Reddy appointed 

Nandyal GGH 
superintendent
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THE state government ap-
pointed noted cardiothoracic 
and vascular surgeon Dr C 
Prabhakar Reddy as the new 
superintendent of Nandyal 
Government General Hos-
pital (GGH). He is currently 
working as a professor at 
Kurnool Government Medi-
cal College.

The government has 
finalised postings for nine 
professors who were recently 
promoted as additional direc-
tors of medical education 
(ADMEs), with Chief Min-
ister N Chandrababu Naidu 
approving their postings. Of 
the nine officers, six belong to 
the BC category and two to 
the SC category.

Dr P Bujjibabu, Profes-
sor of Radiology at Andhra 
Medical College, has been 
posted as Principal of Paderu 
Government Medical Col-
lege, while Dr G Baleswari, 
Professor of Pathology at 
Kurnool, has been appointed 
Superintendent of Pidugu-
ralla GGH.

Dr Sunil Kumar, Professor 
of TB and Chest Diseases 
at Andhra Medical College, 
Visakhapatnam, has been 
posted as Superintendent 
of Paderu GGH. Dr G Pad-
masri, Professor of General 
Surgery in Vijayawada, has 
been appointed superinten-
dent of Machilipatnam GGH.

Dr Anand, Professor of 
General Surgery at Srikaku-
lam, has been posted as 
superintendent of the Palasa 
Kidney Research Centre.

 K. Rambabu, Profes-
sor of General Surgery at 
Visakhapatnam, has been 
appointed Superintendent of 
Rajamahendravaram GGH.

K Madhavi, Professor of 
Biochemistry at Nellore, 
has been posted as Super-
intendent of Nellore GGH, 
while Dr K. Naveen Kumar, 
Professor of Anaesthesia 
at Anantapur, has been ap-
pointed superintendent of 
Kadapa GGH.

Collector MN Harendhira Prasad

Support for new 
industries assured
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DISTRICT collector MN 
Harendhira Prasad has as-
sured full support from the 
district administration for 
setting up new industries and 
projects in Kakinada district 
and directed officials to expe-
dite the process of granting 
industrial permissions and 
clearances. The Collector 
spoke at the 32nd meeting of 
the District Industries and 
Export Promotion Commit-
tee (DIEPC), held at the Col-
lectorate here on Tuesday. He 
reviewed the development 
of industries in the district, 
establishment of new units, 
permissions required by en-
trepreneurs and disposal of 
applications under the single 
desk system. 
The Collector first reviewed 
the implementation of 
decisions taken at the 31st 
DIEPC meeting and the 
progress made on the action 
taken. He later reviewed 
the status of various clear-
ances and permissions to be 
issued to industries under 
the single desk policy and 
sought details from officials 
on pending applications and 
departmental approvals. 
He said 46 applications had 
been received through the 
single desk system, of which 
all necessary permissions 
had been granted to 33 ap-
plications, while 13 were at 
various stages of processing. 
The committee approved 
the establishment of 16 
industries in the district, for 
which incentives amounting 
to Rs 2.37 crore would be 
extended, he said.

DIC General Manager 
CH Ganapathi, APIIC Zon-
al Manager A. Ramanared-
dy, LDM CHSV Prasad, 
DRDA Project Director 
G. Srinivasa Rao, Ground 
Water DD Radhakrishna, 
Deputy Chief Inspector of 
Factories Narayana Rao 
and officials of various 
departments attended the 
meeting.

Women urged to achieve financial independence
Hans News Service 

Vijayawada

BYST AP State Head ALN Prasad 
stressed the importance of financial 
independence for women, saying it 
enhances self-respect and contrib-
utes to family stability and financial 
security.

He was speaking at the valedic-
tory session of a two-day Women’s 
Entrepreneurship Development 
Programme (EDP), jointly organised 
by YES-J and Bharatiya Yuva Shakti 

Trust (BYST), which concluded on 
Tuesday at the YES-J Centre for Ex-
cellence, Andhra Loyola College here. 
As many as 53 women participated 
in the programme, which focused on 
developing skills in business plan-
ning, entrepreneurship and enterprise 
management.

Fr Bala, Director, YES-J, urged 
the participants to use their time 
productively by developing business, 
technical and digital skills instead 
of spending excessive time on social 
media and entertainment. Pity Parker, 

Programme Coordinator, said the 
participants gained practical insights 
into starting and managing enter-
prises. She said continued mentoring 
and handholding through the YES-J 
Y-Hub initiative would help them 
develop sustainable ventures.

The valedictory session was at-
tended by BYST mentors Venkata 
Srikesh and Sashi Kumar, AP Project 
Head D Amar Chand, Finance Officer 
DV Krishna Rao, YES-J Manager 
Mani Raju, Cluster Head N Lavanya 
and the participating women.


