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PRINCIPAL secretary, mines and geol-
ogy, Mukesh Kumar Meena directed 
officials of the mines and geology, rev-
enue and forest departments to strictly 
adhere to prescribed timelines for pro-
cessing land No Objection Certificates 
(NOCs) for mining applications and 
take steps to eliminate pendency.

Meena reviewed the implementation 
of the time-bound NOC mechanism 
under OMEPS 2.0 at a videoconference 
with officials of the mines directorate, 
joint collectors, district forest officers 
and district mines and geology officers. 
He directed officials to ensure that 
every application was processed within 
the stipulated timeframe and that delays 
at any stage were immediately escalated 
through the online system.

Under the revised procedure, the 
tahsildar has 14 days from the date of 
intimation to issue or reject an NOC on 
the portal. If no action is taken within 
the prescribed period, the application is 
automatically escalated to the joint col-
lector, who has seven days to process it. 
In case of further delay, it moves to the 
district collector, who has another seven 
days. The portal also alerts the director 
of mines and geology at each stage.

Meena directed joint collectors and 
field-level revenue officials to closely 
monitor pending applications and 

ensure strict compliance with the 
timelines. District Collectors have been 
entrusted with ensuring compliance by 
Tahsildars, while wilful delay or negli-
gence would invite responsibility on the 
concerned officer.

He also instructed mines and geology 
officials to properly scrutinise ap-
plications before forwarding NOC 
requests to revenue authorities. Area 
plans showing existing leases should be 
submitted through the portal. Where 
land is located within 500 metres of 
a reserved forest, the request should 
simultaneously be sent to the concerned 
district forest officer.

The principal secretary stressed close 
coordination among the mines, revenue 
and forest departments, particularly in 
cases involving assigned and patta lands 
and forest-adjoining areas.

He directed officials to make full 
use of OMEPS 2.0’s digital monitoring 
and escalation mechanism. The portal 
records every action, remark, document 
upload and forwarding of applications, 
while pending cases are automatically 
compiled for higher-level monitoring.

Director of mines and geology W 
B Chandrasekhar, additional director 
D Srinivasa Rao and joint director G 
Sreenivas Chowdary attended the meet-
ing from the Secretariat. Joint collec-
tors, district forest officers and district 
mines and geology officers from all 26 
districts participated through video 
conference.

Mines NOC timelines tightened
l Principal secretary MK Meena 

orders strict 14‑day, 7‑day 
escalation checks under 
OMEPS 2.0 

l Tahsildars, joint collectors, 
district collectors held 
accountable for delays in 
mining land clearances 

l Portal ensures digital 
monitoring, forest‑area alerts, 
and higher‑level scrutiny of 
pending cases
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NTR district collector Dr 
G Lakshmisha said that the 
State government will organ-
ise the ‘Pedala Pattabhishek-
am’ programme in a festive 
atmosphere on September 
30, fulfilling the long-stand-
ing dream of more than 
24,000 poor families by 
granting them legal property 
rights over the houses and 
plots they have been occupy-
ing for several years.

 The Chief Minister will 
launch the programme at the 
Makineni Basavapunnaiah 
(MBP) Municipal Corpora-
tion Stadium in Ajith Singh 
Nagar, Vijayawada. Address-
ing a coordination meeting 
with officials at the Collec-
torate here on Tuesday, Dr 
Lakshmisha directed all de-
partments to work in close 
coordination to ensure the 
successful conduct of the 
programme.

The collector said benefi-
ciaries had been identified as 
per government orders for 
regularisation of house sites 
where people had construct-
ed houses and were living for 
several years on different cat-
egories of government land. 
Revenue officials had worked 
at the field level for the past 
two years to identify eligible 
beneficiaries, he said.

In the first phase, more 
than 24,000 beneficiaries 
had been identified under 
various categories, including 
NTR pattas, different types 
of assigned lands, encroach-

ments or residential occupa-
tion by legal heirs on unob-
jectionable poramboke land 
and violations under the 
Andhra Pradesh Assigned 
Lands (Prohibition of Trans-
fers) Act.

He said the government 
would issue documents 
conferring full rights over 
the properties, remov-
ing uncertainty faced by 
families for decades. Rights 
would be granted over more 
than 616.56 acres (around 
29,84,145 square yards), 
equivalent to those en-
joyed over private property. 
The registered value of the 
properties was estimated at 
around Rs 9,800 crore, while 
their market value was ex-
pected to exceed Rs 23,000 
crore. Later, Dr Lakshmisha, 
Joint Collector S Ilakkiya 
and Police Commissioner 
SV Rajasekhar Babu inspect-
ed arrangements at the MBP 
Stadium. Around 100 special 
counters have been arranged 
for distribution of the title 
documents, with dedicated 
officials appointed to assist 
beneficiaries.

The collector reviewed 
arrangements for trans-
portation of beneficiaries, 
uninterrupted power sup-
ply, medical camps, seating, 
public address systems and 
other facilities to ensure the 
programme was conducted 
smoothly. DRO M Lakshmi 
Narasimham, Vijayawada 
RDO Vennela Sreenu, DCP 
G Ramakrishna and other 
officials participated in the 
meeting.

 ‘Pattabhishekam’ arrangements reviewed
• Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu will launch the 

programme at the Makineni Basavapunnaiah (MBP) 

Municipal Corporation Stadium

•	Revenue	officials	worked	at	the	field	level	for	the	past	
two	years	to	identify	eligible	beneficiaries

Collector Dr G Lakshmisha and Police Commissioner SV 

Rajasekhar Babu inspecting arrangements at the MBP 

Stadium in Ajith Singh Nagar, Vijayawada, on Tuesday
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THE reconstitution elections 
for School Management Com-
mittees (SMCs) were conduct-
ed peacefully and transparently 
across Andhra Pradesh on 
Tuesday, in accordance with the 

‘SMC Guidelines–2026’ issued 
by the Government of India.

The elections were conduct-
ed under the joint supervision 
of the Department of School 
Education and Samagra Shi-
ksha. Of the 44,059 schools in 
the State, polling was conducted 
in 39,888 schools. In several 

SMC elections held peacefully across state

schools, SMC members, 
chairpersons and vice-
chairpersons were elected 
unanimously with the active 
participation and coop-
eration of parents and local 
communities.

Elections could not be 
conducted in 4,171 schools 
due to various reasons. Of 
these, 321 schools could not 
conduct the elections due 
to lack of quorum, while 
elections in the remaining 
3,850 schools could not be 
held due to administra-
tive reasons.  The School 
Education Department has 
rescheduled the elections 
in all 4,171 schools for 
October 1. Polling began at 
7 am and continued until 

1 pm. The election of SMC 
chairpersons and vice-
chairpersons was completed 
by 1.30 pm, followed by the 
oath-taking ceremony of 
the newly elected members 
at 2 pm. The first meet-
ing of the newly elected 
SMCs was held at 3 pm. 
Samagra Shiksha state 
project director B Srinivasa 
Rao said SMCs played a 
crucial role in strengthen-
ing school development, 
monitoring educational 
activities and promoting 
community participation in 
school administration. He 

said their active involve-
ment would help improve 
the functioning of schools 
and contribute to ensuring 
quality education.

Srinivasa Rao congratu-
lated teachers, education 
officials, public representa-
tives and parents for their 
cooperation in conducting 
the elections success-
fully. He said the SMCs 
would continue to play an 
important role in effective 
school management and 
strengthening community 
participation in education  
across the State.

Headmaster of PM SHRI ZPH School at Nunna in 

Vijayawada Rural mandal Surapaneni Ravi Prasad 

congratulating newly elected SMC chairperson Mullangi 

Sonia, vice-chairperson Narayana and other members in 

NTR district on Tuesday

l Polling conducted 
in 39,888 schools 
with the active 
participation of 
parents and local 
communities

l Elections in 4,171 
schools rescheduled 
for October 1: SPD B 
Srinivasa Rao
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ONGOLE municipality will 
celebrate its 150th anniversary with 
a grand programme at the Mini 
Stadium on Wednesday. The events 
will begin at 9 am and end at 10.15 
pm with a crackers show.

At a press meet held at 
Prakasam Bhavan on Tuesday, 
Ongole Corporation special 
officer and District Collector P 
Raja Babu, Ongole MP Magunta 
Srinivasulu Reddy, Ongole MLA 
Damacharla Janardhana Rao, AP 
Cultural Commission chairperson 

Podapati Tejaswini, and municipal 
commissioner T Venkatakrishnaiah 
shared details of the celebrations.  

Officials and leaders said the 
morning session will include 
cultural shows by local artistes, 
mandolin music, classical dance, 
and an audio-visual show on early 
Ongole. Guests will speak from 
11.15 am, followed by awards and 
felicitations. 

A parade and beauty contest of 
Ongole bulls will be held from 3 pm 
to 5 pm from the Mini Stadium to 
Addanki bus stand via Trunk Road. 
In the evening, 150 women artistes 
will perform a dance on the glory of 
Ongole. A souvenir will be released 
at 8.30 pm, and a live band will 
perform at 9.15 pm.

Ongole municipality to mark 150 yrs 
with a day-long celebration

Ongole Municipal Corporation special 

officer and district collector P Raja 
Babu, MP Magunta Srinivasulu Reddy 

and MLA Damacharla Janardhana Rao 

speaking at a press meet in Ongole on 

Tuesday
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DIRECTOR of Adult Education P 
Ranjith Basha conducted a surprise 
inspection of the ‘Akshara Andhra’ 
adult education centre at Ashok 
Nagar here on Tuesday. During the 
inspection, he interacted directly 
with women learners attending the 
centre and enquired about their 
learning experience and the teach-
ing methods being followed.
 He reviewed the progress being 
made by the learners under the gov-
ernment’s literacy initiatives aimed 
at eliminating illiteracy.

To encourage the learners, the 
Director himself took to the black-
board and taught basic mathemati-
cal concepts such as addition and 
subtraction using simple, practical 
examples. He explained how basic 
calculations could be applied in 

everyday life and encouraged the 
women to develop confidence in us-
ing their newly acquired skills.

He also examined attendance 
registers, learners’ workbooks and 
teaching material related to the UL-
LAS programme. 

He enquired whether classes 
were being conducted regularly and 
reviewed the records maintained at 
the centre. 

Adult Edn director inspects 
‘Akshara Andhra’ centre

Adult Education Director P Ranjith 

Basha interacting with adult 

learners at the ‘Akshara Andhra’ 

centre in Vijayawada on Tuesday Hans News Service  
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A retired engineer from Gu-
runanak Colony in Vijayawa-
da was allegedly duped of Rs 
10 crore by cyber fraudsters 
who posed as police of-
ficials and threatened him 
with a ‘digital arrest’. Based 
on a complaint lodged by 
the retired engineer, the Vi-
jayawada cybercrime police 

registered a case on Tues-
day. According to police, the 
victim received a phone call 
from unidentified persons 
about a week ago. The call-
ers allegedly told him that his 
mobile number had surfaced 
in connection with several 
criminal cases and that cases 
had been registered against 
him. They subsequently con-
tacted him through a video 
call and threatened him with 
a ‘digital arrest’. The fraud-
sters allegedly told the retired 
engineer that he would have 
to pay a large sum of money 
to avoid legal action. Fright-
ened by their threats, the vic-
tim reportedly followed their 
instructions and transferred 
Rs.10 crore in four transac-
tions from his Canara Bank 

account in Krishnalanka to 
bank accounts provided by 
the fraudsters. The victim 
became suspicious when 
the callers demanded more 
money and approached the 
Vijayawada cybercrime police 
on Tuesday. Police registered 
a case and launched an inves-
tigation. The victim told the 
police that he had withdrawn 
money from his fixed depos-
its to make the payments to 
the fraudsters.

Based on the details pro-
vided by the victim, cyber-
crime police traced the bank 
accounts used by the fraud-
sters and froze two accounts 
containing around Rs 7 crore. 
Police are investigating the 
case and trying to identify 
those involved.

Retired engineer loses Rs 10 cr 
to cyber frauds in Vijayawada
l Fraudsters pose 

as	police	officials,	
threaten victim with 
‘digital arrest’

l Cybercrime police 
freeze around Rs 7 cr 
in two bank accounts


