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Tech-savvy transport department hints at 
AI-based driving tests to cut down mishaps

MM Farooqui 
Hyderabad

THE Telangana Transport 
Department is planning to 
upgrade driving test tracks 
with AI-based video ana-
lytics to make driving tests 
more transparent, stringent 
and technology-driven, said 
Joint Transport Commis-
sioner M Chandra Shekhar 
Goud.

On Tuesday, JTC along 
with Deputy Transport 
Commissioner Ravindar 
Kumar, Regional Transport 
Officer Raghunandan and 
officials from the Hyderabad 
Metropolitan Develop-
ment Authority (HMDA), 
inspected the driving test 
tracks at Kondapur and Na-
gole on Monday.

Speaking during the in-
spection, Chandra Shekhar 

said strict and transparent 
driving tests were essential 
to improving road safety and 
reducing road accidents. He 
said the proposed technol-
ogy would help minimise 
human intervention in the 

testing process.
The department has tak-

en up the initiative after a 
Committee on Automated 
Driving Test Tracks vis-
ited driving test facilities in 
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh and 

Odisha to study the systems 
and practices followed there. 
The committee subsequently 
submitted its report to the 
Transport Department.

Based on the commit-
tee’s recommendations and 

directions from Transport 
Minister Ponnam Prabha-
kar, Special Chief Secre-
tary Vikas Raj, and Trans-
port Commissioner K 
Ilambarithi, the department 
plans to implement the pro-
ject in phases.

In the first phase, the de-
partment proposes to up-
grade driving test tracks 
within the Core Urban Re-
gion (CURE) and the Ka-
rimnagar RTO Driving Test 
Track. The upgraded facili-
ties will use AI-based video 
analytics to assess driving 
tests, with the aim of reduc-

ing manual intervention.
The Transport Depart-

ment and Maruti Suzuki In-
dia Ltd. are jointly planning 
the upgrade of the existing 
driving test tracks and im-
plementation of the AI-ena-
bled testing system.

As part of the prepara-
tions, officials conducted 
a field survey at the Kon-
dapur and Nagole tracks 
along with HMDA officials 
Srinivas, Rajashekhar Reddy 
and Vikram, and committee 
members Amrita Varshini, 
Abhilash Naik and Neha, be-
sides RTO official Kondayya.

Transport Department and HMDA officials inspecting the driving test tracks at Kondapur and 
Nagole as part of the initiative to upgrade facilities with AI-based video analytics

The department has taken up the initiative 
after a Committee on Automated Driving 
Test Tracks visited driving test facilities in 
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh and Odisha

HYDRAA boss laser-focused on 
lake restoration, beautification
Hans News Service  

Hyderabad

HYDRAA Commissioner AV 
Ranganath directed officials 
to focus not only on the res-
toration of Thammidikunta 
in Kothaguda and Sunnam 
Cheruvu in Borabanda, but 
also on developing and beau-
tifying their surrounding ar-
eas.

On Tuesday, Ranganath 
inspected both lakes and re-
viewed the ongoing develop-
ment works. He expressed 
satisfaction over the com-
plete removal of silt and the 
increased depth of the lakes, 
and instructed officials to ex-
pedite works planned around 
the water bodies.

The Commissioner di-
rected officials to install 
strong fencing around the 
lakes, develop pathways 
along their perimeters and 
increase greenery in the sur-
rounding areas. The review 
comes ahead of the proposed 
inauguration of the two lakes 
by Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy during the Dasara fes-
tival.

At Sunnam Cheruvu, Ran-
ganath instructed officials to 
immediately complete the 
construction of a culvert and 
road near the inlet canal. He 
also directed them to im-
prove access roads leading 
to the lake from Gayatrina-
gar and Borabanda. “Along 
with developing the lake, its 
surroundings should also be 
made attractive and visitor-
friendly,” said Ranganath.

Local residents, who met 
the Commissioner, appreci-
ated the transformation of 
lakes, saying that the lakes 
have undergone significant 
changes compared with its 
earlier condition. They ob-
served that the area would 
become even more attractive 
once the lake is filled to its 
full capacity.

Residents also appreciated 
HYDRAA’s efforts in over-

coming various obstacles and 
restoring the lake. Several 
people also welcomed the 
development of Thammidi-
kunta following the removal 
of the Convention structure.

Ranganath and CMC 
Commissioner Srujana re-
viewed the remaining de-
velopment works to be un-
dertaken around both lakes 
ahead of their planned inau-
guration.

HYDRAA Commissioner AV Ranganath inspecting development and beautification works at 
Sunnam Cheruvu in Borabanda

Commissioner 
calls for strong 
fencing, 
pathways, 
greenery and 
improved 
roads around 
restored water 
bodies

Singareni, 
TGGENCO draw 

up coal supply plan
Pathan Afzal Babu 

Hyderabad

SINGARENI and Telan-
gana GENCO have pre-
pared an action plan to 
ensure uninterrupted coal 
supply to TGGENCO’s 
thermal power plants in 
line with the state’s grow-
ing electricity needs amid 
El Niño conditions. A spe-
cial coordination meeting 
held through video con-
ference on Tuesday dis-
cussed a daily coal supply 
target of 75,500 tonnes.

Singareni CMD Dr 
Buddhaprakash Jyoti and 
Telangana GENCO CMD 
Dr Harish, along with Sin-
gareni Area General Man-
agers, Chief Engineers of 
TGGENCO power plants 
and senior officials of 
both organisations, par-
ticipated in the meeting.

They reviewed the coal 
requirements of each 
plant, current supplies, 
coal quality, availability of 
railway rakes, loading and 
unloading operations, and 
transportation difficulties.

The meeting discussed 
a plan to supply 56,000 
tonnes a day through 
14 railway rakes and 
19,500 tonnes by road. 
Plant-wise requirements 
of 24,000 tonnes a day 
for Kothagudem, 4,500 
tonnes for Kakatiya, 
15,000 tonnes for Bhad-
radri and 34,000 tonnes 

for Yadadri were re-
viewed.

For Yadadri, an action 
plan was drawn up to 
transport 8,000 tonnes 
a day through two rakes 
from the Naini coal block 
in Odisha and 36,000 
tonnes through six rakes 
from Singareni’s local 
mines. Singareni officials 
said steps were being 
taken to increase supplies 
from Naini.

Singareni’s Market-
ing Department officials 
said 15.02 lakh tonnes of 
coal had been supplied to 
TGGENCO power plants 
by road and rail up to 
September 28. During the 
corresponding period last 
September, supply stood 
at 11.44 lakh tonnes.

TGGENCO officials 
informed the meeting 
that electricity demand 
had risen due to dry con-
ditions associated with El 
Niño and that additional 
coal was needed to sup-
port higher generation.

75,500 tonnes 
to be supplied 
daily to thermal 
power plants 
amid rising 
electricity 
demand

PCC chief endorses 
Revanth’s ‘rich God, 
poor God’ remarks
Hans News Service 

Hyderabad

AMID the political con-
troversy over Chief Min-
ister Revanth Reddy’s 
remarks that “Shiva is the 
god of the poor, while 
Rama is the god of the 
rich,” TPCC President B. 
Mahesh Kumar Goud has 
defended the Chief Minis-
ter and endorsed his com-
ments.

Speaking to the national 
media in Hyderabad on 
Tuesday, Mahesh Kumar 
Goud questioned why Re-
vanth Reddy should apol-
ogise for the remarks. He 
suggested that the Chief 
Minister was referring to 
the traditional visual rep-

resentations of Lord Rama 
and Lord Shiva.

Goud said Lord Rama 
is traditionally depicted in 
royal attire and adorned 
with ornaments, while 
Lord Shiva is portrayed 
wearing tiger skin and 
without jewellery or ma-
terial ostentation. He 
questioned whether high-
lighting the differences in 
their traditional depictions 
was inappropriate. Ma-
hesh Kumar Goud further 
stated that Congress lead-
ers have immense respect 
and devotion towards 
both Lord Rama and Lord 
Shiva. He said they pray 
to both deities and believe 
that the blessings of all 
gods are always with them.

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

CYBERABAD Municipal 
Corporation enforcement 
teams conducted extensive 
field inspections across three 
zones on Tuesday to identify 
unauthorized structures and 
enforce building regulations. 
During the drive, officials 

identified 15 illegal construc-
tions, completed 15 demoli-
tions, and issued two formal 
notices.

Zone-wise enforcement 

operations included five dem-
olitions in Serilingampally, 
four in Kukatpally, and six in 
Quthbullapur. Civic teams are 
maintaining continuous field 

inspections to identify build-
ing violations and initiate 
statutory action. 

The Municipal Commis-
sioner instructed officers to 
ensure persistent monitor-
ing, stating that coordinated 
demolition drives will contin-
ue across municipal limits to 
curb unauthorized building 
activities.

CMC demolishes 15 
illegal constructions


