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Hans News Service 
Amaravati

MARKING World Quantum Day on 
April 14, Chief Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu will formally launch the nation’s 
first indigenous Quantum Computers 
testing facility at SRM University in Am-
aravati and simultaneously launch virtu-
ally the Quantum facility centre at Medha 
towers in Gannavaram near Vijayawada. 

With this, Andhra Pradesh is going to 
emerge as the first state in the country 
to commission indigenous Quantum 
computers testing facility, sharpening 
the broader vision to make Amaravati 
Quantum Valley the hub of International 
Quantum Computers. The Chief Min-
ister will witness a live quantum system 
initiation with the cooling process of the 

processor on the Amaravati 1Q system 
being triggered virtually as the system 
is housed at Medha towers. At the same 
time, Amaravati 1S system will function 
as an open access set up fully visible to all 
attendees during the demonstration. With 
the setting up of the Amaravati Quantum 
Reference Facility (AQRF), India has now 

opened sovereign quantum infrastruc-
ture. Amaravati becomes the anchor node 
of a national quantum hardware network 
positioning India to design, test, certify, 
and manufacture quantum systems for 
the world.  Part of the state government’s 
flagship programme Quantum Technol-
ogy Hub, under the National Quantum 
Mission, Amaravati Quantum Valley will 
be hosting an IBM 133-qubit Quantum 
computer and has engaged 80 plus indus-
try and academic partnerships, position-
ing it to be among the top five global 
quantum hubs. The launch of AQRF on 
World Quantum Day adds an indigenous 
hardware dimension to Amaravati Quan-
tum Valley’s portfolio, complementing 
its existing quantum cloud, skilling, and 
innovation infrastructure.

Continued on Page 7

 WORLD QUANTUM DAY IN AMARAVATI 

Indigenous Quantum facility launch on April 14

NO TEXTBOOKS YET

CBSE asks  
schools to start 
teaching 3rd  
language in 7 days
NEW DELHI: The Central 
Board of Secondary Educa-
tion (CBSE) has made 
the introduction of a third 
language (R3) in Class 
6 mandatory from the 
2026-27 academic ses-
sion, directing all affiliated 
schools to comply within 
seven days, according to an 
official circular issued on 
Thursday. Calling the move 
"urgent and mandatory", 
the board said all schools 
must begin implementation 
immediately, even if text-
books are not yet available. 
"It has been learnt that 
many schools have already 
initiated the implementa-
tion of R3... All remaining 
schools are hereby directed 
to ensure compliance 
within 7 days from the date 
of issuance of this circular," 
the CBSE said in its notice. 
Schools have also been 
asked to start teaching the 
third language right away, 
using locally available ma-
terial until official textbooks 
are released. 

Kolkata

PRIME Minister Naren-
dra Modi and West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee traded barbs at sepa-
rate poll rallies on Thurs-
day ahead of the upcoming 
Assembly elections.

While PM accused the 
ruling Trinamool Congress 
(TMC) of 'cruelty', Baner-
jee alleged that the Bhartiya 
Janata Party (BJP) deleted 
names of more than 90 lakh 
people from the state's vot-
er lists.

At an election rally in 
Asansol, Modi said that a re-

gime change in West Bengal 
was inevitable, as the TMC's 
"repository of sins" has be-
come full. "A regime change 
in Bengal is now cast in stone 
and sought by the people of 
Bengal. TMC's repository 
of sins is now full. Asansol 
is being ruled by syndicate 
raj, coal and sand mafia," the 
prime minister said.

Continued on Page 7

'REGIME CHANGE' VS 'BJP BUYING VOTES'

Modi, Mamata trade barbs 
at election rallies in Bengal

Heavy turnout marks 
high-stakes voting  
day in Assam, Kerala 
and Puducherry
NEW DELHI: A surge in 
voter enthusiasm marked 
the high-stakes Assembly 
elections on Thursday, 
with turnout figures by 
3 pm touching a striking 
85.21% in Assam, 78.71% 
in Kerala and 79.40% in 
Puducherry.

Over 5.3 crore electors 
turned out in large num-
bers, reflecting robust par-
ticipation as they cast their 
votes to shape the political 
future of the two states and 
the union Territory.

Polling commenced at 7 
am and is set to continue 
until evening across 140 
constituencies in Kerala, 
126 in Assam and 30 in 
Puducherry. 

Officials said elaborate 
arrangements, includ-
ing heightened security 
deployment, extensive 
webcasting and drone sur-
veillance in sensitive areas, 
were put in place to ensure 
free and fair elections.

Continued on Page 7

Tehran

A two-week ceasefire 
between the United States 
and Iran is teetering on the 
brink of collapse just days 
after its announcement, as 
escalating Israeli military 
operations in Lebanon 
expose a critical loophole in 
the agreement. 

While the truce was 
intended to pause a month 
of regional hostilities, both 
Washington and Jerusalem 
have explicitly confirmed 
that the deal excludes 
operations against Hezbol-
lah in Lebanon, creating 
a diplomatic and military 
flashpoint that threatens 
to reignite the broader 
conflict.

The exclusion of the Leb-
anese front has drawn sharp 
condemnation from Iranian 
officials and international 
observers. 

Continued on Page 7

US-Iran truce strains 
amid Lebanon strikes

US READY  
FOR NEXT  
CONQUEST: 
TRUMP 
8 'Hormuz must be 

open and safe, else 
shooting starts'

8  Asks military 
to remain near 
Iran until 'real 
agreement' 

WASHINGTON: 
President Donald Trump 
said on Wednesday that 
US military forces will 
remain deployed in 
and around Iran until 
Tehran fully complies 
with the "real agreement," 
warning that any breach 
would trigger a military 
response larger than 
anything seen before. 

Continued on Page 7

Air India flight 
makes ‘pan pan’ 
call after engine 
stalls mid-air
MUMBAI: An Air India 
aircraft makes a 'pan 
pan' alert while enroute 
Bengaluru on Thursday. 
The incident took place 
on flight AI 2812, an 
A320 Neo aircraft. The 
flight, originally to take 
off at 2.05am, took off 
at around 2.15am. The 
aircraft returned to the 
Mumbai airport at around 
2.35am. According to 
officials the passengers 
reported soaked during 
takeoff. One of the officials 
said, “According to the of-
ficial information available, 
there was a sound heard 
and sparks seen while 
takeoff. The pilot declared 
‘pan pan’ and returned to 
the airport a few minutes 
after takeoff.” “It was later 
known that its engine 2 had 
stalled,” the official added.

Hans News Service 
Guntur

CHIEF Minister Nara Chan-
drababu Naidu has declared 
that the accelerated Land 
Resurvey 2.0 programme will 
be completed by March 2027, 
with the distribution of 1.12 
crore pattadar passbooks to 
farmers across the state.

Addressing a public meet-
ing after participating in the 
“Mee Bhoomi – Mee Hakku” 
passbook distribution pro-
gramme at Surepalli village 
in the Vemuru Assembly con-
stituency of Bapatla district, 
he said that the resurvey has 

already been completed in 
6,976 out of 16,816 villages, 
and 21.23 lakh passbooks have 
been distributed so far. The 
Chief Minister said that ad-
vanced security features such 

as e-KYC, Aadhaar linkage, 
blockchain technology, QR 
codes, and digital locking sys-
tems are being incorporated 
to prevent tampering of land 
records. Continued on Page 7

Land resurvey 2.0 will be 
over by March 2027: CM 

Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu participating in the “Mee 
Bhoomi – Mee Hakku” passbook distribution programme at 
Surepalli village in Bapatla district on Thursday

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

ANDHRA Pradesh’s Chief 
Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu and his son and IT 
& HRD Minister N Lokesh 
have gone on record a couple 
of times that AP’s Amaravati, 
capital city in the making, 

will outclass Hyderabad in 
due course. People who have 
seen Hyderabad’s IT boom 
under the watch of Naidu as 
undivided AP’s Chief Minis-
ter, will not look askance at 
those statements. Leave alone 
the arena for competitive 
growth in IT and other sec-

tors; Amaravati has already 
gained traction enough to 
dent Hyderabad’s real estate 
sector, going by the hard talk 
in certain informed quarters.  

But will Amaravati re-
ally affect the trajectory of 
the Telangana realty? The 

Telangana government too, 
concerned over this aspect, is 
studying the ramifications of 
AP’s new Greenfield capital 
city, which is being developed 
at a cost of over Rs 70,000 
crore, on Telangana’s land 
prices, construction activity, 

and investments in realty in 
the new financial year.    The 
Telangana Registration & 
Stamps Department has 
begun analysing the data 
relating to registration of 
properties following the 
recent announcement of 

Amaravati as the sole capital 
of AP.  For, already, revenue 
from registrations in TG 
decreased to Rs 14, 214 crore 
in the financial year 2024-
2025. It was Rs 14,588 crore 
in FY24. Although the state 
government expected huge 
revenue from property reg-
istrations in the 2025-2026 
financial year; it remained 
low in the last financial year 
too.      Given this trend, at-
tributed to Amaravati factor, 
government officials have 
started raising doubts over 
the feasibility of achieving 
the target relating to revenue 

from property registration 
in the new financial year i.e. 
FY27. The officials said that 
the government set a target 
of Rs 19,540 crore, which is 
Rs 3,000 crore higher than 
that of last year.  A major 
challenge for the state govern-
ment is that some real estate 
developers in Hyderabad are 
said to be shifting their focus 
to Amaravati. Some of these 
developers have already held 
meetings with officials in 
Amaravati to gauge the po-
tential of real estate growth in 
the new capital in the coming 
years.  Continued on Page 7

Will Amaravati dent Hyderabad realty?
Telangana’s Registration & Stamps Dept starts studying Amaravati’s impact on TG realty, including Hyd
8  Revenue from TG 

property registrations 
fell to Rs 14, 214 
cr in FY25 from Rs 
14,588 cr in FY24

8  Hyd realty in slow 

lane for last 3 years 
due to various 
reasons 

8 	TG	officials	fear	AP’s	
boost to Amaravati 
may adversely affect 

Hans News Service  
Amaravati

MINISTER for IT and HRD 
Nara Lokesh, has initiated 
steps to curb social media 
exposure among children 
below 13 years, directing 
officials to frame guidelines 
and prepare a draft legisla-
tion for the same.

At a meeting held at his 
Undavalli residence with 
ministers, officials, and 
representatives from major 
social media platforms on 
Thursday, Lokesh empha-
sized the need to protect 
children from the adverse 

impact of digital platforms. 
He instructed that age-ap-
propriate content guidelines 
be developed for children 
aged 13 to 16, ensuring a 
safer online environment.

Continued on Page 7

CURBS ON SOCIAL MEDIA ACCESS FOR CHILDREN

8 	Age	Tokens’	via	
DigiLocker under 
consideration

Lokesh asks officials  
to prepare guidelines
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Sharmila questions Jagan’s 
commitment to YSR ideals

Hans News Service 
Vijayawada

ANDHRA Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (APCC) 
president Y S Sharmila on 
Wednesday strongly coun-
tered YSRCP chief Y S Jagan 
Mohan Reddy through a post 
on Twitter, questioning his 
commitment to the ideals 
of their father, former chief 
minister YS Rajasekhara 
Reddy.

Marking April 9, Sharmila 
recalled that it was on this 
day 23 years ago that Dr YSR 
began his historic padayatra 
in the undivided Andhra 
Pradesh, aimed at the welfare 
of the poor and marginal-
ised sections. She noted that 
he undertook the march as 
a Congress leader and later 
led the party to power, earn-
ing a permanent place in the 

hearts of the people.
Taking a sharp dig, she 

questioned Jagan Mohan 
Reddy’s current political 
stance, asking how he, as 
YSR’s son and a leader car-
rying his father’s name in 
the party, is upholding those 
values. She accused him of 

compromising with “fascist 
forces” and aligning with 
capitalist tendencies, which 
she said stood in stark con-
trast to YSR’s pro-poor gov-
ernance.

Sharmila further said that 
YSR was a staunch secular 
leader who worked for uni-

ty among all communities, 
while alleging that Jagan was 
now bowing to the BJP out 
of political compulsion and 
fear of criminal cases. She 
criticised what she described 
as silence on issues affecting 
Dalits, minorities, and other 
weaker sections, including 
matters related to Waqf laws, 
Dalit Christian reservations, 
FCRA regulations, and “bull-
dozer politics.”

She also raised concerns 
over alleged incidents of 
atrocities on Dalits, women, 
and minorities during Jag-
an’s tenure, stating that such 
developments would have 
deeply disturbed YSR.

Calling Jagan’s tributes to 
YSR “ironic,” Sharmila re-
marked that instead of un-
dertaking a Padayatra, he 
should embark on a journey 
of introspection (“Atma Vi-
marsana Yatra”) to reflect on 
his governance and political 
choices.

n	 Recalls YSR’s historic 
padayatra, highlights 
his pro-poor,  
secular legacy

n	 Accuses Jagan of 
straying from those 
values, aligning  
with BJP and  
capitalist forces

Naidu, Lokesh pay tribute to  
Vicente Ferrer on birth anniversary

Hans News Service  
Vijayawada

CHIEF Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu and min-
ister for IT and HRD Nara 
Lokesh on Thursday paid 
rich tributes to Vicente Fer-
rer Moncho, founder of the 
Rural Development Trust 
(RDT), on the occasion of 
his birth anniversary, recall-
ing his immense contribu-
tion to the upliftment of the 
poor in the Telugu states.

In a message posted on X, 
the Chief Minister praised 
the RDT for its extensive de-
velopmental and humanitar-
ian work, benefiting nearly 
25 lakh underprivileged 
and backward-class people 
across Andhra Pradesh and 

Telangana. He urged people 
to draw inspiration from 
Ferrer, who came from Spain 
and dedicated his life to the 
welfare of the Rayalaseema 
region, earning deep respect 

among the people.
Nara Lokesh, in his trib-

ute, described Ferrer as a 
“God-given gift” to the poor 
and lauded his lifelong com-
mitment to social service. 

He noted that Ferrer estab-
lished the Rural Develop-
ment Trust decades ago and 
transformed it into a pillar 
of support for marginalized 
communities.

Highlighting RDT’s con-
tributions, Lokesh said the 
organization played a key 
role in building hospitals, 
educational institutions, 
housing for the poor, self-
help groups, and sports in-
frastructure, thereby driving 
inclusive development in the 
region.

As a mark of tribute this 
year, Lokesh announced that 
the government has secured 
FCRA clearance for the 
RDT, ensuring that its ser-
vices continue uninterrupt-
ed and reach those in need.

CM hails RDT’s service to 25 lakh underprivileged people

Protests erupt at private 
hospital after patient’s death

Hans News Service  
Kurnool 

A tense situation prevailed 
outside KIMS hospital in 
the city on Thursday follow-
ing the death of a 69-year-
old man, identified as A. 
Venkata Ramana Reddy, 
a resident of Uppalapadu 
village in Orvakal mandal. 
The deceased had report-
edly undergone a surgical 
procedure at the hospital, 
after which he was declared 
dead, triggering protests 
by his family members and 
relatives.

The grieving family has 

alleged that medical negli-
gence led to his death. They 
claimed that the treatment 
provided resembled scenes 
from the Telugu film Tagore, 
accusing the hospital of un-
ethical practices. According 
to the relatives, the surgery 
was conducted in the ab-
sence of a senior doctor, 
allegedly by junior doctors, 
and there is no clarity on 
who actually performed the 
operation.

Family members ques-
tioned how the patient could 
die within minutes of doc-
tors declaring the operation 

successful. They expressed 
suspicion over the sequence 
of events, stating that the 
patient was taken into the 
operation theatre and re-
turned lifeless shortly there-
after. The relatives alleged 
that the hospital attempted 
to mislead them by claiming 
the surgery was successful 
despite the patient already 
being in a critical condition.

Demanding account-
ability, the family staged a 
protest in front of the KIMS 
hospital, insisting on a clear 
explanation from the man-
agement. They called for the 

immediate closure of the 
hospital and registration of 
criminal cases against those 
responsible. With a large 
number of relatives gath-
ering at the premises and 
raising slogans, the situation 
turned tense, prompting 
concerns over law and order 
in the area.

Police rushed to the spot 
and took stock of the situa-
tions. On the assurance giv-
en by the police personnel 
to file a case on the authori-
ties responsible, the victim 
family members gave up the 
protest.

Family members of the deceased stage a protest in front of KIMS hospital in Kurnool on Thursday

n	 Family alleges 
medical negligence 
after 69-year-old man 
dies post-surgery 

n	 Relatives claim junior 
doctors operated 
without senior 
supervision, sparking 
outrage 

n	 Police intervene as 
protests demand 
hospital closure 
and criminal cases 
against staff

Hans News Service 
Rajamahendravaram

“TRUE development 
is achieved not merely 
through construction 
activities but by improving 
basic infrastructure and 
bringing meaningful 
change in people’s lives”, 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Konidela Pawan Kalyan 
said on Thursday.  He 
stressed the need to 
instil confidence and 
provide security for the 
future of citizens. He was 
speaking while virtually 
inaugurating and laying 
foundation stones for 
several development works 
in the Razole constituency. 
A major drinking water 
project constructed at a 
cost of Rs 17.33 crore at 
Antarvedi was inaugurated 
on the occasion. He also 
laid the foundation stone 
for rapid sand filter units 
with a capacity of 6 million 
litres, being taken up with 
Rs 5 crore from ONGC 
funds.

Pawan Kalyan stated 
that the newly launched 

drinking water scheme 
under the Jal Jeevan 
Mission would benefit 
around 30,000 people in 
13 villages. As part of the 
project, a 10-acre pond 
has been developed along 
with a water treatment 
plant having a capacity 
of 3 million litres and 
an overhead tank. Water 
will be pumped from the 
Gannavaram canal and 
stored in the pond for 
supply.

He noted that earlier, 
drinking water had 
to be supplied from 
Antarvedipalem, located 
about 12 kilometres away, 
and had to pass through 
nearly 50 villages, leading 
to severe shortages. He said 
the long-standing drinking 
water problems faced by 
the region for nearly three 
decades would now be 
resolved. The Deputy Chief 

Minister further said that 
once the rapid sand filter 
units at Gudimellanka are 
completed with ONGC 
CSR funds, safe drinking 
water would be supplied 
to nearly 1.2 lakh people 
across 29 villages.

Referring to the goals 
of the Jal Jeevan Mission 
introduced by Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi, he said the state 
government, under 
the leadership of Chief 
Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu, is committed to 
providing 55 litres of safe 
drinking water per person 
per day. District in-
charge minister Kinjarapu 
Atchannaidu, Razole 
MLA Deva Varaprasad, 
Konaseema District 
Collector R Mahesh Kumar 
and officials of the rural 
water supply department 
were present.

Dy CM launches drinking 
water project virtually

• Stresses the need to 
instil confidence and 
provide security for 
the future of citizens

• A major drinking 
water project 
constructed at a 
cost of Rs 17.33 c 
at Antarvedi was  
inaugurated

Dy CM Pawan Kalyan

Hans News Service 
Guntur

CHIEF Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu expressed 
satisfaction over the meas-
ures taken by the Bapatla 
district police to reduce 
road accidents.
 He inspected the stall set 
up by the Bapatla District 
Police Department and 
expressed satisfaction with 
the measures being imple-
mented to prevent road 
accidents.

He attended ‘Mee Bhoomi 
– Mee Hakku’ programme 
held on Thursday at Sure-
palli village in Bhattiprolu 
mandal of Bapatla district, 
where Pattadar passbooks 
with the government seal 
were distributed. On this oc-
casion, he visited the police 
department stall set up at 
the public meeting venue.

During the visit, Su-
perintendent of Police B 
Umamaheshwar briefed the 
CM on various initiatives 
undertaken to reduce road 
accidents. 

He explained that the 
“Shiro Raksha – Prana 
Raksha” programme is be-
ing implemented to create 
widespread awareness about 

helmet usage. He further in-
formed that wearing helmets 
will be made mandatory 
from April 15, and the “No 
Helmet – No Fuel” policy 
will be enforced, especially 
in the district headquar-
ters. To strengthen road 
safety, six special road safety 
squads have been deployed 
to conduct continuous 
inspections. 

Over the past six- months, 
in coordination with NH 
authorities, 20 black spots 
and 78 accident-prone loca-
tions have been identified, 
where safety measures such 
as speed breakers and reflec-
tive barricades have been 
installed. 

Additionally, innovative 
methods like “Face Wash 
and Go” to prevent driver 
fatigue and advanced drone 
surveillance are being ef-
fectively utilised. As a result 
of these sustained efforts, 
the district has recorded 
a 9.47% reduction in road 
accidents and an 11.63% 
reduction in fatalities caused 
by road accidents.

After reviewing these 
statistics, Naidu expressed 
satisfaction with the initia-
tives undertaken by the SP 
to curb road accidents.

CM visits Bapatla 
police stall

Hans News Service 
Vijayawada

LEADERS of the AP Peace 
Committee have called upon 
the public to actively par-
ticipate in and make the world 
peace rally, scheduled to be 
held here April 14th, a grand 
success. The rally is being or-
ganised to protest against im-
perialist war aggression, which 
has become a threat to global 
peace and human survival.
 Peace Forum conveners Golla 
Narayana Rao, Dr Velaga Joshi, 
and Muneer Ahmed stated that 
the rally is being conducted 
with the support of various ser-
vice organisations, transcend-
ing caste, religion, and social 
divisions.

The rally will commence at 
4 pm from the BR Ambedkar 
statue on MG Road and will 
proceed up to the Indira Gan-
dhi Municipal Corporation 
Stadium. The organisers de-
manded an immediate end to 
ongoing conflicts in the Middle 
East, involving countries such 
as the United States, Israel, and 
Iran. They emphasised that 
wars can never provide perma-
nent solutions, as they lead to 
loss of lives and severe econom-
ic consequences. They stressed 
that dialogue and negotiations 
are the only viable means to re-
solve conflicts.

They urged people from all 
walks of life to participate in 
large numbers and make the 
event successful.

Peace rally in Vij on April 14

SPMVV earns multiple ISO 
certifications in quality management

Hans News Service 
Tirupati 

SRI Padmavati Mahila Vis-
vavidyalayam (SPMVV), 
Tirupati, has achieved ISO 
certification, marking a sig-
nificant milestone in its com-
mitment to quality education, 
efficient administration and 
continuous institutional im-
provement. 

The renewed certificates 
were presented to the uni-
versity authorities by Alapati 
Sivaiah, Managing Director 
of HYM International Certifi-
cations Pvt Ltd., on Thursday. 

Speaking on the occasion, 
he appreciated the univer-
sity for demonstrating a high 
level of commitment to qual-
ity standards, transparency in 
procedures and the adoption 
of best practices.

Vice Chancellor Prof V 

Uma expressed immense 
pride in the achievement, 
stating that the certification 
reflects the collective efforts 
of faculty, staff and students. 

She emphasised that SPM-
VV will continue to strive for 
innovation, inclusivity and 
academic excellence in the 
years ahead. Registrar Prof R 
Usha said the ISO certifica-
tion recognises the universi-
ty’s unwavering commitment 
to maintaining quality stand-
ards, transparency and con-
tinuous improvement in both 
academic and administrative 
processes.

The certifications awarded 
include ISO 21001:2018 for 
Educational Organisations 
Management System, ISO 
14001:2015 for Environmen-
tal Management System and 
ISO 50001:2018 for Energy 
Management System, along 

with Academic Administra-
tive Audit Certification for 
providing quality education 
and a Q5 Star Quality Rating 
Certificate for educational 
services. The university’s  
DST–CURIE Laboratory also 
secured the first-ever ISO/
IEC 17025:2005 certification 
in nanomaterial testing from 
Global Accreditation Services 
Inc., USA.

Prof T Tripura Sundari, 
Director of IQAC, who coor-
dinated the process, said the 
certification reflects adher-
ence to internationally recog-
nised standards in academic 
processes, governance, infra-
structure and student support 
services. 

The evaluation covered 
teaching methodologies, re-
search practices, administra-
tive procedures and stake-
holder satisfaction systems.

SPMVV V-C Prof V Uma, Registrar Prof R Usha, IQAC Director Prof T Tripura Sundari and others 
along with Managing Director of HYM International Certifications A Sivaiah showing ISO certifica-
tions on Thursday
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TUDA initiates steps to shift Telugu Ganga 
pipeline to Mangalam-Renigunta road

Hans News Service 
Tirupati 

TIRUPATI Urban Devel-
opment Authority (TUDA) 
has taken a major step for-
ward in reviving the long-
pending road construction 
from Mangalam RTO office 
through Settipalli to Reni-
gunta Road, fulfilling the 
dream of residents. 

The 2.9 km road project, 
which had stalled since 
2019, is now progressing 
with the shifting of the Tel-
ugu Ganga pipeline at Man-
galam.

TUDA Chairman C Di-
vakar Reddy, performed 
the bhoomi pooja for these 
pipeline shifting works. 

In 2019, the then TDP 
government had sanctioned 

Rs 19.5 crore for the pro-
ject, but works came to a 
halt. Now, under Chairman 

Divakar Reddy's initiative, 
TUDA has allocated Rs 2.9 
crore from its own funds to 

complete the pipeline shift-
ing swiftly.

TUDA Chairman Diva-

kar Reddy instructed of-
ficials to finish the pipeline 
works at the earliest, keep-
ing public inconvenience in 
mind. He assured that once 
the shifting is done, all hur-
dles for the road construc-
tion will be cleared, paving 
the way for smooth progress 
through Settipalli to Reni-
gunta Road.

Chandragiri MLA Puli-
varthi Nani, Tirupati MLA 
Arani Srinivasulu, Greenary 
and Beautification Chair-
man Sugunamma, Yadav 
Corporation Chairman Nar-
asimha Yadav, TUDA Secre-
tary Dr Sreekanth Babu, EE 
Ravindraiah were present.

n The 2.9 km road project, which had stalled since 

2019, is now progressing with the shifting of the 

Telugu Ganga pipeline

n In 2019, the then TDP government had sanctioned  

Rs 19.5 crore for the project, but works came to a halt

 TUDA Chairman C Divakar Reddy, performing the bhoomi pooja in Tirupati on Thursday

Govt committed to address 

fishermen problems: Collector
Hans News Service  

Nellore

DISTRICT Collector 
Himanshu Shukla stated that 
the government’s primary 
objective is to provide a per-
manent solution to the issue 
of illegal fishing by fishermen 
from Tamil Nadu and Pu-
ducherry. 

He took part in a big con-
vention cum interaction pro-
gramme with representatives 
and village heads of fisher-
men who attended from 162 
villages of Nellore, Tirupati, 
Prakasam, and Bapatla, or-
ganized at Town Hall in Nel-
lore city here on Thursday. 

Collector detailed as part 
of measure to prevent illegal 
venturing and infiltration of 
other states fishermen in to 
Andhra Pradesh the govern-
ment has launched estab-
lished Robust System with 
active participation from lo-
cal fishermen. 

He announced that 4 High 
Speed Boats(HSB) one each to 
Tirupati, Nellore, Prakasam, 
and Bapatla districts and an-
other two also would be allo-
cated (Total 3 for Nellore Dis-
trict) as proposals were sent 

to the government to sanction 
them at once. 

He narrated that these 
boats designed with 
650Horse Power(HP) capac-
ity would be used for only 
patrolling purpose but not 
for venturing. 

Collector urged the village 
heads to nominate the name 
of 10 beneficiaries for each 
HSB by April 12. 

While responding to the 
plea of fishermen over gov-
ernment to bear their main-
tainance cost related to pro-
curing 650HP Steel Boats 
and repair of existing Marine 
Police Boats, consider the 
fishermen who are working 

on Patroling as government 
employees, Collector assured 
them that he would pursue 
the matter to the government 
found amicable solution. 

SP Dr Ajitha Vejendla 
suggested forming a special 
committee comprising of-
ficials and fishermen to de-
cide on standard procedures 
for handling illegal fishing 
cases, including interception, 
detention, and patrolling 
norms.

Additional SP Soujanya, 
DFO Mahaboob Basha,  
DRO Vijay Kumar, Fisher-
ies Director Santhi, Nellore 
RDOs Anusha and others, 
were present.

District Collector Himanshu Shukla addressing in the convention 
cum interaction programme organized with fishermen in  
Nellore on Thursday

Girls’ education key to social progress: Venkaiah

Hans News Service 
Chittoor

FORMER Vice President of 
India M Venkaiah Naidu said 
that education for girls is not 
only a right but also a strong 
foundation for the develop-
ment of society. 

He called upon everyone 
to work towards building 
an educated and empow-
ered women’s community. 
Venkaiah was speaking as 
the chief guest at the con-
vocation ceremony of NP 
Savithramma Government 
Women’s College in Chittoor 
on Thursday. 

On this occasion, he inau-
gurated newly constructed 
buildings on the college cam-
pus.

He said women’s empower-
ment can be achieved mainly 
through education and edu-
cating women helps reduce 
infant mortality, improves 
family health, strengthens 
child nutrition, and creates 
better educational opportu-
nities for future generations. 
According to him, these 
changes contribute to solving 
many social problems.

Venkaiah added that true 
empowerment of women 
requires a change in social 

thinking. Expressing con-
cerns that even 75 years after 
Independence, there is still 
a need to speak separately 
about women’s education 

and empowerment, he ap-
preciated the Government of  
India’s ‘Beti Bachao – Beti 
Padhao’ initiative and said 
empowering women, who 

make up nearly 50 percent of 
the population, can provide 
solutions to many national 
challenges.

District Collector Sumit 

Kumar said around 900 stu-
dents are currently studying 
at the college. 

He noted that a new hostel 
building, constructed with 
donor support at a cost of 
about Rs 40 lakh, will pro-
vide safe accommodation for 
200 students and help reduce 
their financial burden.

Chittoor MLA Gurajala 
Jaganmohan, Puthalapattu 
MLA K Murali Mohan, Col-
lege Planning and Develop-
ment Committee (CPDC) 
Secretary N P Venkateswara 
Chowdary and CHUDA 
Chairperson Katari Hemala-
tha spoke on the occasion.

Former MP Durga Ram-
akrishna, CPDC member 
Sailaja Tejomurthi, college 
Principal Dr K Manohar, 
Vice-Principal Dr G Usha-
rani, faculty members, stu-
dents, and parents attended 
the programme

n Venkaiah Naidu takes part in the convocation of NP 

Savithramma Govt Women’s College in Chittoor
n Calls upon everyone to work towards building an 

educated and empowered women’s community
n Adds that true empowerment of women requires a 

change in social thinking

Former Vice President of India M Venkaiah Naidu inaugurating the new hostel building at NP 
Savithramma Government Women’s College in Chittoor on Thursday. Collector Sumit Kumar and 
others are seen

RASS chief meets  
CM Naidu 

Hans News Service  
Tirupati 

RASHTRIYA Seva Samithi 
(RASS) General Secretary Dr 
S Venkatarathnam along with 
RASS project Director V Naga-
raju met AP Chief Minister of N 
Chandrababu Naidu, at the Am-
aravati Secretariat. On this occa-
sion, Venkatarathnem explained 
the various service and develop-
ment programmes being imple-
mented by RASS. He also briefed 
the Chief Minister about the pro-
grammes that RASS is planning 
to implement in Visakhapatnam 
and requested the support of the 
Government.

The Chief Minister lauded the 
activities of RASS and assured 
that the Government would 
extend full support and coop-
eration for the programmes to be 
undertaken in Visakhapatnam.

NSUI celebrates 56th anniversary

NSUI leaders celebrating its foundation day in Tirupati on Thursday  

Hans News Service  
Tirupati 

THE National Students' Union 
of India (NSUI), student wing 
of the Congress party, celebrat-
ed its 56th foundation day here 
on Thursday.

Under the leadership of Dis-
trict NSUI President Shiv Balaji, 
the event took place.

On this occasion, District 
Congress President Gowdapera 
Chittibabu cut a cake and dis-
tributed it to students and lead-
ers. Stating that NSUI is one of 
the largest student unions in the 
world, Shiv Balaji added that it 
fights relentlessly for student 
problems and works towards 
Indira Gandhi's vision. 

Gowdapera Chittibabu said 
former prime minister Indira 
Gandhi founded NSUI on April 
9, 1971, keeping national inter-

ests in mind for students' higher 
education and bright future. 
From then till now, it promotes 
national spirit, equality, democ-
racy protection, and public wel-
fare among students.

Congress State Vice Presi-
dent Doddareddy Rambhupal 
Reddy lauded NSUI as a student 
union formed by Indira Gandhi 
with noble aims. It has been 
inspiringly fighting for student 
issues across the country since 
its start.

AICC OBC Cell Coordina-
tor Muralikrishna and Chittoor 
Siva Sankar highlighted that 
NSUI is a well-known national 
student body. It helps youth 
move forward with patriotic 
feelings.

NSUI Tirupati City Secretar-
ies Gowtham, Deepak, ST Cell 
District President Jyothiswar 
Naik, Prem Sagar were present.

AKPL achieves historic milestone 
of 59.22 MMT in FY 2025-26

Nellore

ADANI Krishnapatnam 
Port Limited (AKPL), a flag-
ship asset of Adani Ports 
and SEZ Limited (APSEZ), 
achieved the historic mile-
stone of 59.22 MMT in the 
FY 2025-26, registering 
eight per cent growth in 
throughput over the previ-
ous year.

In addition to this, it re-
corded the highest monthly 
volume of 5.85 MMT in 
June 2025, a new mile-
stone since the inception of 
Krishnapatnam Port, said 
Adani Krishnapatnam Port 
Limited Chief Executive Of-
ficer Jagdish Patel.

The CEO said that the 

port handled as many as 
1071 vessels and record 
cargo of 59.22 MT with 
customer focus approach, 
operational excellence, in-
frastructure strength, tech-
nology adoption, and seam-
less coordination.

Adani Krishnapatnam 
port had also diversified its 
cargo by adding new ones 
such as Laterite, Soda ash, 
Rock Phosphate and Yel-

low peas. The landmark 
achieved with the higher 
berth occupancy, seamless 
vessel operations supported 
by strong safety and emer-
gency response mechanism. 

The port optimized its 
capability to handle five 
deep draft Cape size ves-
sels simultaneously which 
is highest in India, thus 
maximizing parcel size and 
efficiency.

VSU releases affiliation notification
Hans News Service 

Nellore

VIKRAMA Simhapuri 
University (VSU) has re-
leased a notification invit-
ing applications from affili-
ated colleges for renewal of 
Temporary and Permanent 
Affiliation for the academic 
year 2026–27. The notifi-
cation has been issued as 
per the orders of the Vice-
Chancellor.

All affiliated colleges of-
fering Degree, Postgradu-
ate, Education, Physical 
Education, Law, MBA, and 
MCA programs must sub-
mit their applications only 
through online mode.

Applications should be 
submitted via the official 
portal managed by Andhra 
Pradesh Centre for Finan-
cial Systems and Services 

(APCFSS) https://affilia-
tion.apcfss.in

A prescribed user ser-
vice charge will be collected 
from each college for pro-
cessing the application.

After completing the on-
line submission, colleges 
must submit hard copies of 
the application along with 
supporting documents on 
or before April 18, 2026.

'SC welfare schemes must 
reach beneficiaries properly'

Hans News Service 
Tirupati

STATE SC Commission 
Chairman KS Jawahar said 
that government welfare 
schemes meant for Sched-
uled Caste communities 
should be implemented 
responsibly and that all de-
partments must work in co-
ordination to ensure equal-
ity in society.

Jawahar received griev-
ances related to SC commu-
nities at the Collectorate in 
Tirupati on Thursday. 

Later, he conducted a re-
view meeting on cases of 
atrocities against SCs and 
the implementation of wel-
fare schemes. 

Speaking on this occa-
sion, he said that caste dis-
crimination has not been 
completely eliminated from 
society. While it has reduced 
in urban areas, it continues 
in rural regions.

The police and revenue 
departments have a key re-
sponsibility in changing this 
situation and that laws must 
be implemented strictly. 

Officials of concerned 
departments must resolve 

public grievances without 
delay, he added.

SC Commission Secre-
tary Chinna Ramudu said 
the police and other officials 
in the district were working 
to provide effective, timely 
and lawful services to the 
public. District Collector 
Dr S Venkateswar said that 
a total of 105 petitions were 
received during the Public 
Grievance Redressal System 
(PGRS) programme con-
ducted by the SC Commis-
sion Chairman. 

Officials of the concerned 
departments to examine the 
petitions and provide qual-
ity solutions.  Superinten-
dent of Police L Subba Ray-

udu said all issues brought 
to the commission’s notice 
would be resolved within 15 
days and a comprehensive 
report would be submitted. 

The reports would be pre-
pared based on field-level 
verification rather than only 
documentation.

Joint Collector R Go-
vinda Rao also spoke on the 
occasion. SC Commission 
members Sripathi Babu, M 
Biksham and NT Raman-
janeyamma, former min-
ister Parasa Ratnam, DRO  
G Narasimhulu, District  
Social Welfare Officer 
Bharat Kumar Reddy and 
other officials participated 
in the meeting.

State SC Commission Chairman KS Jawahar speaking at a 
review meeting in Tirupati on Thursday. Collector  
Dr S Venkateswar, SP L Subba Rayudu and others are seen.



 

4 FRIDAY 10 APRIL  2026  | THE HANS INDIA | TIRUPATIAP

3 ANDHRA VILLAGES LEAD 
RAINWATER REVOLUTION

New Delhi

THREE villages from the 
coastal district of Prakasam 
in Andhra Pradesh have 
emerged as models of water 
resilience through commu-
nity-led rainwater conserva-
tion initiatives implemented 
under the ‘Jal Sanchay Jan 
Bhagidari’ campaign, the 
Jal Shakti ministry said on 
Thursday. 

The ministry noted that 
villages such as Murugum-
mi, Marella, and Thangella 
have significantly improved 
groundwater availability, 
strengthened livelihoods 
and reduced distress migra-
tion through sustained 
community participation. 

Highlighting the out-
comes, the ministry said 
that Murugummi saw the 

construction of 71 water 
conservation structures 
with a cumulative storage 
capacity of about 8.11 lakh 
cubic metres, providing 
protective irrigation to 
264.5 hectares of agricultur-
al land. In Marella, 53 such 
structures were developed 
with a cumulative storage 
capacity of around 10.04 
lakh cubic metres, enhanc-
ing agricultural sustainabil-
ity across 220.5 hectares, it 

said, adding that renova-
tion of community ponds 
and tanks contributed an 
additional 5.95 lakh cubic 
metres of storage capacity. 

Thangella recorded the 
construction of 71 water 
conservation structures 
with a storage capacity of 
about 5.89 lakh cubic me-
tres, supporting irrigation 
across 185.3 hectares, while 
the revival of traditional 
water bodies added around 

3.98 lakh cubic metres 
more, the ministry said. 

The initiative has im-
proved groundwater levels, 
benefiting around 5,900 
people by enhancing access 
to water for domestic and 
agricultural purposes, the 
ministry said in a statement. 
Earlier, these villages faced 
acute water scarcity due 
to erratic rainfall, declin-
ing groundwater levels and 
frequent borewell failures, 
adversely affecting agricul-
ture and livelihoods, it said. 

The ministry said the 
situation began to change 
with active community 
mobilisation through gram 
sabhas, door-to-door aware-
ness campaigns, Kalajathas 
(traditional folk theatre), 
workshops and field demon-
strations. Farmers, women, 
youth and local institu-
tions collectively adopted 
practices such as water 
budgeting, crop planning 
and groundwater sharing, 
fostering a strong sense of 

ownership, the statement 
added. Adopting a ridge-to-
valley approach, the villages 
implemented a range of 
rainwater harvesting and 
conservation measures to 
capture, store and recharge 
rainwater, including perco-
lation tanks, farm ponds, 
staggered trenches, rooftop 
rainwater harvesting sys-
tems and the rejuvenation 
of community ponds. 

It also led to enhanced 
agricultural productivity, 
increased milk production 
supporting dairy activities, 
restoration of soil moisture 
and reduction in distress 
migration as livelihood 
opportunities improved, the 
statement said. Murug-
ummi village was conferred 
the second-best village 
panchayat award at the sixth 
National Water Awards, 
2024, while Marella was 
among the top 30 villages, 
and Thangella was nominat-
ed for national recognition, 
it added. (PTI)

n	 Murugummi, Marella 
and Thangella boost 
groundwater with over 
260 water structures, 
storing nearly 30 lakh 
cubic metres 

n	 Community-driven 
efforts like pond 
revival, rooftop 
harvesting, crop 
planning lifted 
agriculture, dairy, and 
livelihoods for 5,900 
residents 

n	 Murugummi won 
2nd-best panchayat at 
Water Awards 2024; 
Marella and Thangella 
also earned honours 

A water conservation structure in Marella

TTD plans expansion of Srivari Seva, ranking system for sevaks
Pradeep Vennelakanti  

Tirupati

TIRUMALA Tirupati Dev-
asthanams (TTD) executive 
officer M Ravichandra an-
nounced plans to expand the 
Srivari Seva programme and 
introduce a ranking system 
for Srivari Sevaks based on 
their performance, enabling 
them to serve in key areas 
of the temple, including 
the sanctum surroundings. 
Speaking to The Hans India, 
the EO said the initiative 
aims to strengthen volun-
teer services and improve 
pilgrim management across 
temples.

The EO said that, as sug-

gested by Chief Minister N 
Chandrababu Naidu, the 
Srivari Sevak system will be 
expanded by linking it with 
nearly 27,000 temples under 
the endowments depart-
ment. 

Volunteers will be en-
gaged in various services 
such as regulating pilgrim 
queues during special occa-
sions, assisting devotees, and 

even performing small ser-
vices like preparing flower 
garlands. 

Based on their dedication 
and performance, sevaks 
will be assigned ranks, and 
higher-ranked volunteers 
may be given opportunities 
to serve in important loca-
tions within the Tirumala 
temple.

Ravichandra also said 

TTD is focusing on improv-
ing accommodation facilities 
for middle-class devotees. 
At present, lodging options 
in Tirumala largely cater to 
upper, upper-middle, lower-
income, and poor sections, 
while affordable rooms for 
the middle class are limited. 

He clarified that no new 
buildings will be constructed 
on the hill, but old and 
dilapidated structures will 
be rebuilt and allocated to 
middle-class pilgrims at 
reasonable rents. Future ex-
pansion of accommodation 
facilities will mainly take 
place in Tirupati.

The EO stressed the 
need to ensure a smoother 

darshan experience so that 
devotees get at least a few 
moments to pray before 
Lord Venkateswara. Cur-
rently, only 15 to 16 hours a 
day are available for darshan 
after accounting for daily 
rituals, and these rituals 
cannot be reduced as they 
follow Agama traditions.

However, changes may be 
considered in certain Arjitha 
Sevas introduced mainly for 
revenue generation. Since 
TTD’s financial position is 
stable, some paid services 
may be modified or con-
ducted in seclusion so that 
darshan can continue during 
those periods, after consulta-
tions with Agama scholars 

and Hindu religious heads.
Ravichandra further said 

TTD is studying pilgrim 
footfall patterns over the 
past decade to increase daily 
darshan capacity. By identi-
fying days with lower crowd 
levels and issuing more 
tokens in Tirupati during 
less crowded periods on the 
hill, the number of devotees 
can be increased. 

With the help of artificial 
intelligence technology, TTD 
aims to gradually raise the 
daily pilgrim count from 
the present 80,000 to 90,000 
and eventually to one lakh 
devotees, while ensuring 
all decisions strictly follow 
Agama rules and regulations.

TTD executive officer M Ravichandra 

n	 EO Ravichandra says higher-ranked volunteers  
may serve in key temple areas, including  
sanctum surroundings

n	 The Seva to be linked with nearly  
27,000 temples under endowments dept

n	 Focus is on accommodation facilities for  
middle-class devotees in Tirumala

Ayyanna calls for 33% 
youth quota in legislatures

Hans News Service 
Vijayawada

ASSEMBLY Speaker Ch Ayy-
anna Patrudu said youth play 
an important role in shaping 
India’s future. He was ad-
dressing the Commonwealth 
Parliamentary Association 
West Zone Meeting in Goa 
on Thursday.

Extending greetings to 
dignitaries including Lok 
Sabha Speaker Om Birla and 
Deputy chairman of Rajya 
Sabha Harivansh Narayan 
Singh, Ayyanna Patrudu 
said that the central issue in 
achieving the vision of a de-
veloped India by 2047 lies in 
increasing youth participa-
tion in legislative bodies.

Citing statistics, he not-
ed that only 11 per cent of 
members in the 18th Lok 
Sabha and 7 per cent in the 
Andhra Pradesh Assembly 
are below 40 years of age, 
despite the country’s aver-
age age being around 32. This 
significant gap, he said, must 
be addressed to ensure better 
representation and inclusive 
policymaking.

He stressed that for youth 
to contribute meaningfully 
they must first enter politics 
and succeed in legislative 
roles. However, prevailing 
political practices, including 
disruptions in legislatures 
and lack of decorum, dis-
courage young aspirants. He 
called for exemplary conduct 

by elected representatives to 
restore faith in politics as a 
respectable profession.

Ayyanna Patrudu also 
pointed out the decline of 
student politics, once a vital 
training ground for future 
leaders. Reflecting on his 
own journey, he credited NT 
Rama Rao for giving oppor-
tunities to young individu-
als without political back-
grounds, enabling them to 
rise in public life.

He proposed a bold re-

form, reserving at least 33 
per cent of legislative seats 
for individuals below 40 
years on a rotational basis, 
similar to women’s reserva-
tion. Such a step, he said, 
would infuse fresh energy, 
innovative ideas, and dyna-
mism into governance.

He reiterated that without 
creating opportunities for 
youth, expecting their con-
tribution to national devel-
opment would remain unre-
alistic.

n	 Assembly Speaker stresses greater youth participation 
at Commonwealth Parliamentary Association West 
Zone Meeting, calling it key to achieving developed 
India vision by 2047

n	 Flags low representation: only 11% in Lok Sabha 
and 7% in AP Assembly are under 40, despite India’s 
average age being around 32

n	 Proposes 33% reservation for under-40s in 
legislatures; urges better political conduct and revival 
of student politics to attract young leaders

Assembly Speaker Ch Ayyana Patrudu addressing

Drones Corpn to act as nodal 
agency for drone ops in AP

Hans News Service  
Vijayawada

THE state government has 
designated the AP Drones 
Corporation (APDC) as the 
exclusive nodal agency for 
all drone-related activities in 
Andhra Pradesh, centralis-
ing planning, execution and 
regulation under a single au-
thority.

The decision aligns with 
the State’s Drone Policy 4.0 
(2024–29), which aims to 
expand the use of unmanned 

aerial systems across sectors 
such as agriculture, logistics, 
surveillance, mapping, in-
frastructure monitoring and 
disaster management.

Under the new orders, all 
government departments, 
district administrations, 
public sector undertakings 
and local bodies must route 
their drone-related require-
ments through APDC at 
every stage, from project 
conceptualisation to imple-
mentation. The corporation 
will oversee vendor empan-

elment, technical evaluation, 
execution and operational 
coordination.

APDC will also act as the 
central procurement agency 
for drones and related servic-
es, ensuring standardisation 
and compliance with govern-
ment procedures. It has been 
authorised to receive advance 
payments of up to 90 per cent 
of the estimated project cost 
from user departments for 
executing drone services.

In addition, the corpora-
tion will spearhead capacity-

building efforts by coordinat-
ing with DGCA-authorised 
Remote Pilot Training Or-
ganisations (RPTOs), aca-
demic institutions and other 
stakeholders to strengthen 
the drone ecosystem in the 
State.

APDC will also facili-
tate regulatory clearances 
by working closely with the 
Directorate General of Civil 
Aviation (DGCA) and other 
authorities to ensure adher-
ence to national drone rules 
and airspace regulations.

To support its opera-
tions, the government has 
approved a service charge 
structure: 5 per cent for pro-
jects below Rs 50 lakh, 3.75 
per cent for projects between 
Rs 50 lakh and Rs 1 crore, 
and 2.5 per cent for projects 
above Rs 1 crore.

Officials said the move is 
expected to streamline drone 
adoption, improve efficiency 
in public service delivery and 
position Andhra Pradesh as 
a leader in drone-driven gov-
ernance.

Unmanned aerial systems to be used in agriculture,  
logistics, surveillance, infrastructure and disaster management

Hans News Service 
Vijayawada 

THE state government has 
approved the Request for Pro-
posal (RFP) for developing 
inland waterways connectiv-
ity on the Krishna river link-
ing Muktyala to Machilipat-
nam port, marking a major 
step towards strengthening 
multimodal transport infra-
structure in the State.

The project will be execut-
ed under the Design-Build-
Finance-Operate-Transfer 
(DBFOT) model through a 
Public-Private Partnership 
(PPP), aiming to unlock the 
potential of inland water-
ways for cargo, passenger, and 
tourism movement.

According to the AP In-

land Waterways Authority 
(APIWA), the proposed cor-
ridor spans 168 km, compris-
ing an 82-km river stretch on 
the Krishna river — part of 
National Waterway-4 — and 
an 86-km canal stretch along 
the Bandar canal.

The proposal follows de-
tailed feasibility studies con-
ducted by WAPCOS, which 
assessed traffic potential, in-
dustrial demand, and infra-
structure requirements, par-
ticularly for cargo movement 
such as cement transport 

from Muktyala to Machili-
patnam. The study recom-
mended navigation using 
Class-III vessels, along with 
key interventions including a 
navigational lock at Prakasam 
barrage, repairs to existing 
lock gates, and removal of 
low-clearance bridges.

The state government’s de-
cision comes after stakehold-
er consultations held in June 
2025, where representatives 
from the Inland Waterways 
Authority of India (IWAI), 
government agencies, and 

industry participants em-
phasized the need to develop 
waterways as an alternative, 
cost-effective transport mode.

Following this, APIWA 
floated an Expression of In-
terest (EoI), which indicated 
strong market demand for 
port connectivity through 
inland waterways, especially 
in view of Andhra Pradesh’s 
expanding port ecosystem, 
including operational ports 
at Kakinada and upcoming 
greenfield ports at Machilipat-
nam, Mulapeta, and Ramaya-

patnam. The RFP has already 
been cleared by the Tender 
Evaluation Committee and 
EPC Committee in February 
2026. With the government 
now formally approving the 
proposal, the project is set to 
move into the bidding stage. 
Officials said the initiative is 
expected to significantly re-
duce logistics costs, improve 
connectivity between hinter-
land industries and ports, and 
position Andhra Pradesh as a 
leader in inland water trans-
port on the east coast.

Govt clears RFP for Krishna 
waterway link to Machilipatnam port

War of words erupts as 
Atchanna targets Jagan, 

YSRCP hits back
Hans News Service  

Vijayawada/Visakhapatnam

A fierce political confronta-
tion erupted after agricul-
ture minister K Atchannaidu 
made allegations against YS-
RCP chief Y S Jagan Mohan 
Reddy, triggering a strong 
and emotional rebuttal from 
senior YSRCP leader Botcha 
Satyanarayana.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Atchannaidu claimed 
that even leaders within for-
mer chief minister Y S Ra-
jasekhara Reddy’s own party 
such as Botcha Satyanarayana, 
in the past, raised suspicions 
about Jagan Mohan Reddy’s 
role in his father’s death. He 
alleged that Jagan was driven 
by an unrestrained ambition 
for power and would “stop 
at nothing” to become chief 
minister. The minister further 
revived past political con-
troversies, accusing Jagan of 
amassing wealth during YSR’s 
tenure between 2004 and 
2009 by leveraging his father’s 
position. He also questioned 
Jagan’s conduct during the 
period when YSR’s helicopter 
went missing in September 
2009, demanding clarity on 
his whereabouts at that criti-
cal time.

Atchannaidu alleged that 
even before YSR’s death was 
officially confirmed, efforts 
were allegedly underway to 
mobilize support for Jagan’s 
elevation as chief minister. 
He also referred to attacks on 
a private company establish-
ments following allegations 

made at the time, and later 
political developments in-
volving individuals linked to 
the same corporate group. In 
a further escalation, the TDP 
leader drew parallels with the 
murder of Y S Vivekananda 
Reddy, suggesting a pattern 
of political ambition overrid-
ing relationships, remarks that 
added fuel to the already in-
tense political confrontation.

Reacting strongly, YSRCP 
senior leader and Leader of 
Opposition in Legislative 
Council Botcha Satyanaray-
ana lashed out at Chief Min-
ister N Chandrababu Naidu 
and the TDP, accusing them 
of resorting to “cheap and 
disgraceful politics” for po-
litical mileage. Satyanarayan 
turned emotional while recall-
ing YSR, visibly moved as he 
condemned the remarks. “Is 
this the level of politics? Don’t 
they feel ashamed?” he said, 
alleging that the ruling party 
was deliberately making pro-
vocative statements to divert 
attention from the positive 
discussions around the MA-
VIGUN (Machilipatnam–Vi-
jayawada–Guntur) proposal 
put forward by Jagan Mohan 
Reddy.

Satyanarayana asserted that 
the aggressive response from 
TDP leaders indicated politi-
cal insecurity. “The intention 
is clear- divert the MAVIGUN 
debate and indulge in per-
sonal attacks. There is nothing 
beyond that,” he said.

He also criticised the re-
peated references to the late 
YS Rajasekhara Reddy, call-
ing it inappropriate to drag 
a leader who passed away 15 
years ago into current politi-
cal battles. “Political discourse 
should have limits. Using de-
ceased leaders for gain reflects 
the fall in standards,” he said.

Rejecting the allegations, 
Satyanarayana maintained 
that leadership discussions 
after YSR’s death were natural 
and that several senior lead-
ers at the time had proposed 
Jagan’s name. He said there 
were still witnesses who could 
testify to those developments.

The YSRCP leader further 
accused TDP ministers of 
holding frequent press confer-
ences to make “baseless and 
inflammatory” statements 
instead of focusing on govern-
ance. “If you work well, people 
will support you. Let the pub-
lic decide,” he added. 

Minister K Atchannaidu 
speaking to media at the 
Secretariat on Thursday

YSRCP MLC Botcha Satyanaray-

ana addressing a press  
conference in Visakhapatnam
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86% pass II PUC 
exam, girls  
dominate results 
BENGALURU: This year 
too, girl students have 
dominated the II PUC 
exam results. The pass 
percentage has registered 
a record increase, with 
6.10 lakh students pass-
ing out of 7.10 lakh who 
appeared, translating to 
an impressive 86 per cent 
success rate. 

In the Arts stream, 
children of farmers have 
delivered remarkable 
performances. Two girl 
students from Indu Col-
lege in Kotturu town 
of Vijayanagara district 
scored 598 out of 600 
marks. Archana and San-
geetha from the same 
college achieved this 
high score, standing out 
in the Arts stream.

Archana D M, a stu-
dent from Baliganur in 
Harapanahalli taluk of 
Vijayanagara district and 
daughter of farmer cou-
ple Hanumanthappa D 
M and Renukamma D M, 
scored 598 marks (99.66 
per cent). Similarly, 
Sangeetha from Koppal 
district’s Kukanoor, also 
studying at Indu Col-
lege, scored 598 marks 
(99.66 per cent). She is 
the daughter of farmer 
couple Shekhargouda Pa-
til and Shwetha.

Chennais Amirta 
aviation college 
signs MoU
BENGALURU: In a sig-
nificant step towards en-
hancing global exposure 
for aviation students, 
Chennais Amirta Inter-
national Aviation Col-
lege has signed a stra-
tegic Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) 
with University College 
of Aviation Malaysia. 
The collaboration aims to 
bring international avia-
tion expertise directly to 
Indian classrooms and 
strengthen industry-ori-
ented training.

The MoU was formal-
ised by Chairman Boo-
mee Naathan of Chen-
nais Amirta Group of 
Institutions and Dean 
Umar Abdillah Anwar of 
UniCAM Malaysia. 

The signing ceremo-
ny was attended by key 
dignitaries including 
Kalaiarasan, Chairman 
of Future Dream Acad-
emy Malaysia, Jainanak 
Singh, CEO of Future 
Dream Academy, along 
with senior academic 
leaders and faculty mem-
bers of the institution.

Seminar on 
‘Innovative 
Plumbing 
Technologies’  
BENGALURU: Smile 
Foundation, in collabo-
ration with Ashirvad by 
aliaxis, India’s leading 
provider of plumbing 
and water management 
solutions organised a 
seminar on “Innovative 
Technologies in Plumb-
ing” in Bengaluru. The 
seminar spotlighted a 
significant opportunity 
to transform the sec-
tor, generate higher em-
ployment opportunities 
by training 44% of the 
workforce with modern 
plumbing technologies. 

Bringing together 
industry leaders, Sec-
tor Skill Councils, and 
training organisations, 
the seminar focused on 
accelerating technol-
ogy adoption, expanding 
on-ground training, and 
building a future-ready 
plumbing ecosystem to 
support India’s rapid ur-
ban and infrastructure 
growth.

The seminar served 
as a cross-industry plat-
form for stakeholders 
to exchange insights on 
emerging trends, evolv-
ing project requirements, 
and the role of innova-
tion in improving effi-
ciency and sustainability 
in plumbing systems.

Hans News Service  
Bengaluru 

THE High Court has dis-
missed a Public Interest 
Litigation (PIL) seeking to 
declare as invalid the Centre’s 
protocol guidelines on sing-
ing all six stanzas of Vande 
Mataram, ruling that the 
song is not mandatory like 

the national anthem.
The petition was filed by 

Bengaluru-based advocate 
Somashekar Rajavanshi 
and was heard by a division 
bench comprising Chief Jus-
tice Vibhu Bakhru and Jus-
tice C M Poonacha.

At the outset of the hear-
ing, counsel appearing for 
the Centre clarified that the 

Ministry of Home Affairs’ 
order uses the term “may be 
sung,” which indicates that 
singing Vande Mataram is 
not compulsory. The coun-
sel also pointed out that the 
Supreme Court of India had 
recently dismissed a similar 
plea on the issue.

Accepting the argument, 
the High Court observed 
that Vande Mataram has not 
been incorporated into any 
statutory framework man-
dating its singing. The bench 
noted that the wording in 

the Centre’s order reflects a 
permissive, not mandatory, 
approach. Referring to the 
Supreme Court’s stance, the 
court ruled that the song 
cannot be equated with the 
national anthem in terms of 
compulsion and dismissed 
the petition.

Background of the case
The petitioner had chal-

lenged guidelines issued by 
the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs, which were published 
on its official website regard-
ing national songs. The plea 

argued that the directive ef-
fectively mandated schools to 
sing all six stanzas of Vande 
Mataram daily before the 
commencement of classes.

It was contended that the 
Constituent Assembly had 
recognised only the first two 
stanzas for general use, while 
later stanzas include refer-
ences to Hindu deities such 
as Durga, Lakshmi and Sar-
aswati. 

The petitioner argued that 
making all six stanzas com-
pulsory could violate consti-

tutional provisions, includ-
ing Articles 14 (equality), 25 
(freedom of conscience) and 
28 (prohibition of religious 
instruction in educational 
institutions).

The petition also sought 
directions to limit the sing-
ing to the first two stanzas 
in schools and to restrain 
authorities from enforcing 
the remaining portions, par-
ticularly in government and 
aided institutions. 

It further urged that bod-
ies like the National Com-

mission for Minorities and 
the National Commission for 
Protection of Child Rights 
examine the potential impact 
of such guidelines on minor-
ity communities.

However, the High Court 
held that there was no legal 
basis to treat the guidelines 
as mandatory and declined 
to interfere. The ruling rein-
forces that while Vande Ma-
taram holds significant na-
tional importance, its singing 
remains voluntary and not 
legally enforceable.

High Court dismisses plea against 
Vande Mataram singing guidelines

Govt extends insurance coverage to root canal treatment
Hans News Service 

Bengaluru

IN a major boost to public 
healthcare, the government 
has announced that dental 
treatments, including root 
canal procedures, will now 
be covered under state-
supported health insurance 
schemes.

The decision brings root 
canal treatment under the 
ambit of Ayushman Bharat 
and the Pradhan Mantri 
Jan Arogya–Mukhyamantri 
Arogya Karnataka scheme, 
enabling beneficiaries to ac-
cess dental care at reduced 
or no cost.

Announcing the move via 
a social media post, Health 

Minister Dinesh Gundu  
Rao said the initiative  
marks another significant 
step toward strengthening 
public healthcare services  
in the state.

According to the minister, 
the coverage includes root 
canal treatments for both 
anterior (front) and poste-
rior (back) teeth. 

The initiative aims to pro-
vide timely, affordable, and 
quality dental care services 
across Karnataka.

The treatment packages 
will follow Central Govern-
ment Health Scheme Tier-3 
standard pricing, along with 
clear clinical classifications 
to ensure uniformity in pro-
cedures and costs. 

The scheme will be im-
plemented through the 
Suvarna Arogya Suraksha 
Trust (SAST), and will cov-
er all associated treatment  
expenses. This means pa-
tients will not be required  
to pay any additional charg-
es for eligible procedures, 
further easing the financial 
burden on families.

WAR MATTERS

Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) General Anil Chauhan, (second right), Chief of the Army Staff (COAS) General 
Upendra Dwivedi, (right) and others during the ‘Ran Samwad 2026’ in Bengaluru on Thursday

‘Too early to draw definitive 
lessons from West Asia conflict’

Bengaluru

 
DESCRIBING the West Asia 
war as a critical case study 
in modern warfare, Chief of 
Naval Staff Admiral Dinesh 
Kumar Tripathi on Thursday 
said it was too early to draw 
definitive lessons from the 
conflict. Addressing the ‘Ran 
Samvad’ forum on “Mari-
time Forces -- Visualisation 
of Multi Domain Operation 
(MDO)”, he said the Indian 
armed forces were closely 
tracking developments in the 
West Asia conflict to derive 
lessons for future operations. 

“It is too early to draw 
definitive lessons. The war 
is still going on. We are 
monitoring what is happen-
ing, what is working, what 
is not working, and learning 
the correct lessons,” Admi-
ral Tripathi said during the 
question-answer session. 
The Navy Chief emphasised 
that one of the most striking 
takeaways from the conflict 
is the heightened vulnerabil-
ity of military assets across 
domains. 

“Battle space transparency 
today is so high that anything 
visible, whether moving or 
stationary, is inherently vul-
nerable,” he said. He added 
that while all platforms, land, 
sea and space, face exposure, 
subsurface assets retain a rel-
ative advantage due to detec-
tion challenges. The conflict 
has also underscored the im-

portance of resilience, par-
ticularly in sustaining supply 
chains under prolonged hos-
tilities. 

Admiral Tripathi further 
noted that carrier battle 
groups continue to remain 
central to maritime power 
projection, demonstrating 
their operational effective-
ness even in contested envi-
ronments, while their vul-
nerability depends on the 
adversary’s capabilities and 
the balance of offensive and 
defensive systems. The Navy 
chief said the services are an-
alysing the conflict “on a near 
24x7 basis” and will incorpo-
rate lessons at an appropriate 
time, stressing that modern 
warfare now demands con-
stant adaptation to rapidly 
evolving technological and 
operational realities. 

Emphasising that mari-
time forces have always oper-
ated across multiple domains 
but now face a far more com-
plex and interconnected bat-
tle-space, Admiral Tripathi 
said the Indian Navy is reori-
enting its strategy to deliver 
integrated multi-domain 
effects in an era defined by 
speed, scale and simultaneity. 

He highlighted the need 
to align strategic thought 
with technological capability 
amid evolving global security 
challenges and rapid techno-
logical advancements. “To-
day, there is no fixed system 
of war, no rigid doctrine that 
we can blindly rely upon,” 

Admiral Tripathi said. 
The Navy Chief noted 

that ongoing instability in 
India’s extended neighbour-
hood, particularly tensions 
in West Asia and disruptions 
to maritime traffic, underline 
the interconnected nature 
of modern security. He said 
distance no longer insulates 
nations from consequences, 
while technological advances 
are compressing decision-
making timelines and merg-
ing operational domains. 

Drawing from India’s civi-
lisational strategic thought, 
he said multi-domain op-
erations are not entirely new, 
citing Kautilya’s concept of 
integrating diplomacy, de-
ception and force. “The pur-
suit of national objectives 
extends beyond any single 
form or domain of conflict,” 
he observed. Explaining the 
evolving maritime battles-
pace, Tripathi described it as 
a “dense yet more transpar-
ent, layered yet deeply in-
terconnected grid extending 
from the seabed to space”. 
He identified three defining 
attributes shaping this grid -- 
speed, scale and simultaneity. 

On speed, he pointed to 
artificial intelligence-driven 
systems that compress de-
cision cycles. “Speed is no 
longer merely an enabler of 
warfare, but a distinct capa-
bility,” he said, noting that 
modern systems can process 
vast datasets and enable pre-
cision strikes in significantly 
reduced timeframes. At the 
physical level, the Navy is 
restructuring its force to be 
“capable, resilient, and in-
herently networked”, with 
seamless integration between 
sensors and shooters across 
domains, he noted. 

Highlighting indigenous 
capability, Admiral Tripathi 
said the Navy’s combat man-
agement system has evolved 
into a key enabler of multi-
domain operations, integrat-
ing inputs across domains for 
faster decision-making and 
coordinated engagement. 

‘Women must step forward to 
make reservation bill effective’

Bengaluru

PADMA Shri awardee, Dr 
Vijayalakshmi Deshmane, 
on Thursday hailed the 
Women’s Reservation Bill 
as a historic and bold re-
form, urging women across 
the country to actively par-
ticipate in politics and take 
responsibility for nation-
building. 

Notably, after the Parlia-
ment’s Budget Session re-
convenes on April 16, the 
primary agenda will be to 
discuss and debate proposed 
amendments to the Women’s 
Reservation Act, 2023 (Nari 
Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam), 
officially known as the Con-
stitution (One Hundred and 
Sixth Amendment) Act.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, on Thursday, shared a 
video message urging collec-
tive support for the Women’s 
Reservation Bill by all politi-
cal parties. 

Speaking to IANS, she 
credited Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi for push-
ing forward a long-pending 
reform, saying that the deci-
sion reflects a strong com-
mitment towards women-

led development.
“I would like to begin with 

a very beautiful slogan — if 
PM Modi is there, every-
thing is possible. This long-
pending, historic Bill had 
remained pending for a long 
time. Prime Minister Modi 
and his Cabinet have taken 
a very bold decision,” Desh-
mane told IANS.

She emphasised that the 
Bill is only the first step, and 
its true success will depend 
on women stepping forward 
and making their presence 

felt in the political arena. 
“Now, it is up to the women 
of the country to take re-
sponsibility, enter politics, 
and make it 100 per cent 
effective. I request young, 
dynamic women to come 
forward, join politics, and 
contribute to nation-build-
ing,” she said.

Deshmane highlighted 
that the move would sig-
nificantly strengthen India’s 
democratic framework by 
ensuring greater representa-
tion of women in legislative 

bodies. “This is the number 
one step that is going to in-
crease the seats for women 
in Parliament, and that helps 
quite a lot in our demo-
cratic setup. Democracy is 
a numbers game. So, this 
decision will definitely em-
power women and acceler-
ate the country’s progress,” 
she added.

Praising the Centre’s 
broader push for women-
led development, she said 
the Bill presents a “golden 
opportunity” for women to 
take leadership roles and 
shape the future of the na-
tion.

“This is how we can re-
spond to a Prime Minister 
who believes in women-led 
development. I thank the 
Central government, es-
pecially Modi ji, for taking 
such a visionary step. He has 
done a wonderful job during 
his tenure,” she said.

The Women’s Reservation 
Bill seeks to reserve one-
third of seats in Parliament 
and state legislatures for 
women, a move widely seen 
as a transformative step to-
wards inclusive governance 
and gender equality.

Bengaluru 

INDIRA IVF, one of India’s 
leading fertility service pro-
viders, today announced 
the inauguration of its new 
fertility centre in RR Na-
gar (Rajarajeshwari Nagar),  
Bengaluru. The launch 
marks a continued step 
towards strengthening  
access to organised and tech-
nology-enabled fertility care in 

the city. The centre, located 
on the second floor, above 
Kushal’s Showroom, Jawa-
harlal Nehru Road, opposite 
Balakrishna Ranga Mandira, 
BEML Layout, third stage 
Rajarajeshwari Nagar,   will 

offer a comprehensive range 
of fertility evaluation and as-
sisted reproductive services 
supported by Indira IVF’s 
standardised clinical proto-
cols and laboratory systems.
The inauguration ceremony 

was graced by Dr. Shyam N. 
Gupta, Centre Head, Indira 
IVF JP Nagar, Bengaluru, 
who attended the event as the 
Chief Guest. The event was 
also attended by Dr. Prajwal 
B K, Consultant Gynaecolo-
gist, Obstetrics & Gynaecol-
ogy and Centre Head, Indira 
IVF Rajarajeshwari Nagar, 
along with senior representa-
tives and medical profession-
als from Indira IVF.

Indira IVF launches 
new fertility centre

Spl court adjourns verdict in BJP 
leader’s murder case to April 15

Bengaluru

THE Special Court for 
MLAs/MPs in Ben-
galuru has adjourned the 
pronouncement of its 
judgment to April 15 in 
the murder case of BJP 
leader and Zilla Panchayat 
member Yogesh Gowda, in 
which sitting Dharwad Ru-
ral Congress MLA Vinay 
Kulkarni is an accused. 

The case dates back to 
2016 and the court will 
also decide the fate of 21 
other accused in connec-
tion with the incident. The 
court was scheduled to 
deliver the verdict today. It 
stated that the pronounce-
ment of the judgment is 
in its final stage. Counsels 

representing both sides 
have submitted thousands 
of pages of Supreme Court 
judgments in reference to 
this case.

Vinay Kulkarni and the 
other accused persons 
were present in court. 
Vinay Kulkarni is listed 
as accused number 15. 
The case was handed over 
to the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) by 
the state government. At 
the time the allegations 
surfaced, Kulkarni was 
serving as a minister and 
district incharge minister.

Yogesh Gowda was 
hacked to death by a group 
of assailants at a gym in 
Dharwad city on June 15, 
2016. He had politically 

challenged Kulkarni, and 
the incident soon took a 
worse turn.

Kulkarni was arrested in 
2020 and released on bail 
in 2021. He was accused 
of influencing witnesses, 
following which the CBI 
sought cancellation of his 
bail, alleging violation of 
bail conditions. The court 
accepted the plea and 
revoked his bail.

Subsequently, Kulkarni, 
who is currently the 
Chairman of the Karna-
taka Urban Water Supply 
and Drainage Board, 
surrendered before the au-
thorities and was recently 
released on bail again.

It may be recalled that 
Kulkarni was accused of 

conspiring in the murder 
of Yogesh Gowda. 

At the time, he was a 
Cabinet minister in the 
Siddaramaiah-led  
government. Although  
his name surfaced, no 
action was initially taken 
against him.

The BJP later made it a 
major issue, with former 
Chief Minister B.S. Yedi-
yurappa vowing at election 
rallies that Kulkarni would 
be sent to jail if the BJP 
came to power.

The case was subse-
quently handed over to 
the CBI, and Kulkarni was 
arrested. He spent more 
than nine months in jail 
before securing bail from 
the Supreme Court.



6 FRIDAY 10 APRIL 2026 | TIRUPATI
THE

Printed and Published by K. Hanumanta Rao, on behalf of Hyderabad Media House Pvt. Limited, H.No:1-6-67/A1, Near Balaji Degree College, Varadaraj Nagar, Tirupati, Chittoor District - 517 501. 
and Printed at Jagati Publications Limited, Survey No: 2/3, Kothapalem Village, Yelamandyam Gramapanchayat, Chennai Highway. Renigunta Mandal, Chittoor District - 517520. Chief Editor: P Madhusudhan Reddy. RNI No: APENG/2012/41969

CAMPUS hiring of engineering 
graduates has been moving at 

a snail’s pace in recent years. One 
of the major employers, which are 
Indian IT firms- are altogether 
missing or hiring very low num-
bers. According to HR consultancy 
firm- Xpheno, fresher hiring in 
India’s IT sector has fallen froma 
peak of 600,000 in FY22 to about 
120,000 in FY25. Many analysts see 
no change in the overall numbers 
for FY26, which will be known in 
a few weeks. 

Such tepid hiring trend is driven 
by a combination of factors. Firstly, 
demand environment in the IT 
industry remains subdued. With 
geopolitical situation remaining 
volatile owing to Russia-Ukraine 
war, Iran versus US & Israel con-
flict and Trump tariffs; enterprises 

are cautious in their technology 
spend since last financial year. 

Especially, the US government’s 
decision to impose tariffs on its 
trading partners has created an 
uncertainty in several sectors. 
Though deal pipeline remained ro-
bust for most Indian IT companies, 
the implementation rate of those 
projects was low. That is the rea-
son that freshers are not required 
in large numbers as they used to 
be in earlier years. Second and the 
most important change has been 
driven by adoption of AI (artificial 
intelligence)-powered solutions in 
the industry. 

Many of the entry-level works 
are getting automated through 
agentic AI tools. It means com-
panies no longer require as many 
fresh engineering graduates as 

compared to previous years. Such 
fundamental shift is driving the 
recruitment trend in engineering 
colleges. For three decades, Indian 
IT industry’s operational model 
has been focussed heavily on hir-
ing of new engineering graduates 
from college campuses. 

In a project, freshers and junior 
employees with 2-3 years of experi-
ence comprise the bulk of the man 
power. Such employee pyramid has 
helped IT services companies to 
keep their employee cost lower as 
entry level salaries remain low for 
the industry as whole. However, 
such established operating model 
is going through a shift as of now. 
Many L1 & L2 work loads are be-
ing handled by agentic AI tools in 
recent quarters. 

In a way, these AI tools should 

be seen as responsible for replacing 
new engineering graduates in In-
dia for now. Do these factors make 
engineering graduates redundant 
in the evolving landscape? Answer 
to this question is still not known 
to the industry. Because Accen-
ture- world’s biggest IT services & 
consulting company- recently add-
ed headcount by hiring freshers. 

The CEO of Accenture has said 
during analyst call that AI will 
create more jobs for freshers with 
new roles emerging under the AI 
domain. This is in contrast to the 
popular narrative given by ana-
lysts, company management and 
other stakeholders for the last two 
years. So, no body exactly knows 
how fresher hiring landscape will 
evolve in the coming quarters. 

But one view that has started 

rolling out from HR experts in 
recent months is that AI is creat-
ing demand for new kind of roles. 
Job roles like prompt engineer, AI 
ethics analyst, AI data scientist, 
AI Product Manager, AI product 
developer, AI data curator, AI in-
tegration consultant and others 
are getting created with the devel-
opment of AI.  It means new job 
roles are getting created for which 
young graduates need to be trained 
for leading in the future. Therefore, 
the demand for freshers may have 
come down temporarily but is like-
ly to continue in the wake of new 
technology developments. Moreo-
ver, Indian IT industry’s whole 
operating model revolves around 
hiring freshers and any pivot from 
such established way will take time 
to evolve.

Tepid campus hiring reflects changing contours of IT industry

Read more at 
https://epaper.thehansindia.com

Despite losing mother during exams,  
student tops state 

MANGALURU: In an extraordinary story of courage and 
determination, Disha, a student of Alva’s College in Mood-
bidri, has emerged as the state topper in the Commerce 
stream of the Second PUC examinations—despite losing her 
mother in the middle of her exams. A Commerce stream 
student from Moodbidri,  Disha secured the first rank in the 
state by scoring a perfect 600 out of 600 marks. Alva’s PU 
College authorities and lecturers congratulated Disha on her 
outstanding achievement. Disha, daughter of Dinesh and 
Savita from Puttige Padavu near Vidyagiri, was preparing for 
her board examinations when tragedy struck. Her mother 
suffered a sudden fall on the eve of her Mathematics exam 
and passed away just a day before her Economics paper.

Even as she grappled with profound grief, Disha chose to 
continue writing her exams, refusing to let the setback de-
rail years of hard work. Her disciplined preparation played a 
crucial role. She had been waking up as early as 3.30 am dai-
ly to study and had completed her syllabus well in advance 
through rigorous internal assessments conducted by her 
college. In her darkest hour, support came from her lecturer 
Veena, who not only comforted her but also provided her 
a place to stay, ensuring she could attend the examinations 
without interruption.

“I was slightly worried about scoring full marks in Eng-
lish, but my teachers’ guidance helped me overcome that,” 
Disha said. She credits the student-friendly teaching ap-
proach, timely syllabus completion, and continuous evalu-
ation system at her college for her success.

BENGALURU ONLINE

Defining moment for Indian democracy

WITH reference to the article published in The Hans 
India newspaper on April 9, the call to push forward 

women’s reservation marks a defining moment in India’s 
democratic journey. The essence of the article is to bring 
out the urgency of stepping up women’s participation in 
legislative bodies and to carry forward the long-pending 
vision of equality rooted in our Constitution.The origin 
of this initiative can be traced back to decades of debates, 
draft bills, and committees that sought to carve out space 
for women but could not see it through. Now, with re-
newed political will, the nation is set to take this reform 
forward and turn it into a transformative force. It seeks to 
reach out to women from all walks of life: rural homemak-
ers, urban professionals, tribal women, and those from 
marginalized communities thereby opening up equal op-
portunities. Women from both rural and urban areas will 
benefit as the policy aims to break down structural barri-
ers and bring them into the mainstream. Language, too, 
should not stand in the way, as empowerment cuts across 
linguistic divides and builds on shared aspirations. Only 
when institutions and citizens come together can this ini-
tiative truly turn into a nationwide movement that lifts up 
women and strengthens democracy.

Raju Kolluru, Kakinada

Is Pakistan the new ‘Vishwa Guru’?

THE proposed ceasefire for two weeks between Iran 
and the USA was indeed a welcome move. The en-

tire world was looking forward to freedom from war’s 
repercussions namely the energy crisis and crippling of 
the world economy. Pakistan taking the aid of China took 
the initiative of arranging a meet of warring nations in 
Islamabad. Pakistan, despite its record of sheltering the 
terrorist groups, seems to succeed in assuming a ‘Vishwa 
Guru’ facade. 

P R Ravinder, Hyderabad

II

THOUGH fragile, the two week US- Iran truce is 
crucial for stopping a high casualty, 39-day regional 

conflict, reopening of critical Strait of Hormuz to stabi-
lize global oil prices, and creating a temporary diplomatic 
window to manage nuclear tensions. The temporary truce 
has helped global markets react positively with falling oil 
prices and rising stocks, while regional sectors seek sta-
bility amid continued yet restricted military threats. A 
lasting truce could ease global supply chain pressures and 
reduce shipping insurance premium. Despite the truce, 
deep disrupt persists with reports of continued violation 
in Lebanon and potential for a swift return to a conflict if 
negotiations fail. Anyhow, President Trump’s acceptance 
of Pakistan’s proposal for a two week ceasefire in the war 
with Iran is a welcome move, since the truce has brought 
a sigh of relief to the international community especially 
to the Indians.

P Victor Selvaraj, Tirunelveli

III

THE terrorist country like Pakistan is not a “credible 
player” in the ongoing Iran-US diplomatic process, 

even as Islamabad has been involved in facilitation efforts. 
United States is using Pakistan’s role for its own strategic 
reasons. Under President Donald Trump has given impor-
tance to Pakistan by trusting them and sidelining the In-
dian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and has back stabbed 
him in the name of bogus friendship which is humiliation 
and insult to Modi in the eyes of the world countries. 

Bhagwan Thadani, Mumbai 

Sooryavanshi, the man of the moment

VAIBHAV Sooryavanshi is making waves in the 
cricket world with his explosive batting style. The 

15-year-old sensation is known for his fearless approach, 
as evident from his record-breaking performances in the 
IPL and Youth ODIs. He smashed a 35-ball century in the 
IPL, the fastest by an Indian, and a 52-ball hundred in the 
Youth ODI series against England U-19. His fearless way 
of hitting sixes came to view when he hit Jasprit Bumrah 
for a first ball six. His deft placements and sound defence 
add to his repertoire as a class batsman in the top order. 
Moreover he is confidence personified and would like to 
become top star in the days to come.

Gundu C K Maniam, Tiruchi
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W
HEN fuel prices 
surge on the 
streets of Colom-

bo, fertilisers slip beyond the 
reach of African farmers, and 
Asian governments exhaust 
fiscal space to hold down 
subsidies, the reflex explana-
tion is domestic mismanage-
ment. That diagnosis is con-
venient—and often wrong. 
The drivers of these crises are 
frequently located far from 
national capitals, embedded 
in strategic decisions taken 
by a handful of power centres 
whose economic aftershocks 
travel effortlessly across bor-
ders. Contemporary con-
flicts may be geographically 
contained, but their costs are 
anything but.

This asymmetry—between 
where decisions are made 
and where consequences are 
felt—has become a defining 
feature of the global order. 
Power is concentrated; risk is 
globalised. Energy markets, 
shipping routes, insurance 
premia, and capital flows no 
longer merely reflect eco-
nomic fundamentals. They 
have become transmission 
belts for geopolitics, carrying 
strategic intent into house-
hold budgets, food prices, 
and balance sheets across the 
developing world.

 History makes this pat-
tern unmistakable. The oil 
shocks of the 1970s did not 
remain an OPEC–West con-
frontation; they translated 
into 10–15 per cent inflation 
and debt crises across much 
of the Global South. The 
1991 Gulf War and the sanc-
tions regime that followed 
erased nearly half of Iraq’s 
GDP, but their secondary 
effects reverberated through 
energy markets and regional 

economies. The lesson was 
clear even then: when con-
flict intersects with global 
systems, its radius expands 
dramatically.

 Globalisation was sup-
posed to temper such out-
comes. Interdependence, it 
was argued, would raise the 
cost of conflict and therefore 
restrain it. In practice, inter-
dependence has done some-
thing else—it has accelerated 
the export of conflict-related 
costs. The Russia–Ukraine 
war of 2022–23 offers a text-
book illustration. Wheat 
prices rose by 35–40 per 
cent; fertiliser exports were 
disrupted by 20–25 per cent. 
For low- and middle-income 
countries, this translated 
into food inflation of 8–12 
per cent, fiscal stress, and re-
newed balance-of-payments 
pressures. The war did not 
have to be global to destabi-
lise global livelihoods.

 The problem intensifies 
when conflict threatens stra-
tegic chokepoints. The Strait 
of Hormuz, through which 
roughly a quarter of the 
world’s seaborne oil trade—
and significant volumes of 
LNG and LPG—passes, has 
once again become a pres-
sure point amid escalating 
tensions involving the Unit-
ed States, Israel, and Iran. 
Even limited disruption here 
sends oil prices swinging and 
insurance costs soaring, with 
immediate consequences for 
transport, manufacturing, 
and household energy bills 
far beyond West Asia. Geog-
raphy, in such cases, becomes 
a multiplier of instability.

 What emerges is a con-
sistent sequence. Strategic 
choices are taken first, often 

with narrow security or po-
litical objectives. Economic 
consequences follow later, 
diffusing through global 
markets. Advanced econo-
mies, cushioned by deeper 
capital markets and institu-
tional buffers, absorb part of 
the shock. States with lim-
ited fiscal capacity and high 
import dependence absorb 
far more. When Papua New 
Guinea’s Prime Minister 
James Marape remarked that 
countries like his are forced 
to pay for conflicts in which 
they have no role, he was not 
making a moral appeal; he 
was describing a structural 
reality.

 This is why the prevailing 
international order increas-
ingly looks less like a system 
that resolves imbalances and 
more like one that manages 
them—often poorly. It reacts 

to crises after costs have al-
ready been socialised across 
vulnerable economies, rath-
er than preventing those 
costs from being external-
ised in the first place.

 It is in this context that 
India’s contemporary di-
plomacy merits attention. 
Its shift from Cold War 
non-alignment to present-
day multi-alignment is not 
rhetorical flexibility; it is 
strategic realism. India’s en-
gagement with the Global 
South has focused less on 
symbolism and more on sta-
bilisation—through vaccine 
diplomacy, food and ferti-
liser assistance, and diversi-
fied energy sourcing. Secur-
ing permanent membership 
for the African Union in the 
G20 was not merely an act 
of inclusion; it linked repre-
sentation to agenda-setting 

in the world’s premier eco-
nomic forum.

 Yet stabilisation cannot 
rest on ad hoc measures 
alone. The next phase de-
mands institutional ballast. 
Groupings such as BRICS 
and the wider Global South 
offer part of the answer, 
not as ideological counter-
weights but as shock ab-
sorbers. Instruments like 
the Contingent Reserve 
Arrangement and the New 
Development Bank, com-
bined with local-currency 
trade and cross-border pay-
ment systems, can reduce 
exposure to volatile capital 
flows and dollar liquid-
ity cycles. Their promise, 
however, depends on politi-
cal discipline—on whether 
members can place collec-
tive resilience above bilateral 
competition. Still, alterna-
tive platforms are not sub-
stitutes for systemic reform. 
The architecture of global 
governance itself must be re-
calibrated to internalise the 
costs it currently external-
ises. Sanctions regimes need 
clearer economic impact as-
sessments; trade rules must 
become more flexible in the 
face of supply-chain dis-
ruptions; financial systems 
require mechanisms that 
prioritise crisis liquidity for 
vulnerable economies. 

Coordinated responses 
through the United Nations 
could strengthen multilater-
al crisis management, while 
the World Trade Organisa-
tion needs the mandate and 
agility to keep trade flowing 
during geopolitical shocks. 
In parallel, the United Na-
tions Security Council must 
become more representative 

and more accountable, par-
ticularly when sanctions and 
interventions impose diffuse 
economic costs far beyond 
their intended targets.

 Representation alone, 
however, is insufficient with-
out accountability. Emerging 
powers must deploy their 
growing economic weight 
not just to expand markets, 
but to shape rules. Rule-
making, not rule-following, 
is where lasting stability is 
built.

 None of this assumes an 
end to power politics. Com-
petition will persist; rivalry 
is intrinsic to international 
life. The challenge is not to 
abolish it, but to contain 
it within frameworks that 
dampen volatility rather 
than amplify it. If that ef-
fort fails, global fragility will 
cease to be episodic and be-
come structural—a perma-
nent condition rather than a 
recurring crisis.

 A more inclusive and ac-
countable decision-making 
order would not eliminate 
conflict, but it could prevent 
its costs from being indis-
criminately exported. Stabil-
ity, then, would no longer be 
a privilege enjoyed by a few 
resilient economies, but a 
shared global public good. 
The question confronting 
the international system is 
stark: will competition be 
allowed to slide into cas-
cading instability, or will it 
be balanced by cooperation 
capable of sustaining a more 
predictable world?

(The writer is an alumnus 
of the University of  

Allahabad and writes on 
International Relations and 

Strategic Affairs)

When global fragility becomes everyone’s burden

Globalisation was supposed to temper such outcomes. 

Interdependence, it was argued, would raise the cost of 

conflict and therefore restrain it. In practice, interdependence 
has done something else—it has accelerated the export of 

conflict-related costs. The Russia–Ukraine war of 2022–23 
offers a textbook illustration. Wheat prices rose by 35–40 per 
cent; fertiliser exports were disrupted by 20–25 per cent. For 
low- and middle-income countries, this translated into food 

inflation of 8–12 per cent, fiscal stress, and renewed balance-
of-payments pressures. The war did not have to be global to 

destabilise global livelihoods

SEARCH FOR STABILITY IN AN UNEQUAL GLOBAL ORDER

Dr Kiran Kumar Golla

B R AMBEDKAR, whose birth anniversary 
is celebrated on April 14, is often misun-

derstood, seen narrowly as a Dalit leader or 
as a critic of Hinduism. The fact is that he was 
neither anti-Hindu nor anti-national. He was 
a reformer who challenged social injustice, 
not religion itself, and a patriot who sought 
to strengthen India’s unity through justice 
and fraternity. His writings and books reveal 
a thinker deeply committed to building a 
modern, democratic India.

Ambedkar’s intellectual legacy is preserved 
in his books, which show the breadth of his 
concerns. In The Problem of the Rupee: Its 
Origin and Its Solution (1923), his doctoral 
thesis at the London School of Economics, 
he analysed India’s monetary system and ar-
gued for a managed currency. This was not 
a sectional concern but a national economic 
vision, anticipating debates that would later 
shape India’s financial policy. In Annihilation 
of Caste (1936), perhaps his most famous 
work, Ambedkar evaluated caste as a social 
system, not Hinduism as a faith. He argued 
that caste was incompatible with democracy 
and justice, and importantly, appealed to 
Hindu reformers to reinterpret scriptures in 
ways that aligned with equality. 

His Thoughts on Linguistic States (1955) 
examined how India should reorganize states 
based on language, showing his concern for 
national integration and federal stability. Fi-
nally, The Buddha and His Dhamma (1957), 
published posthumously, outlined his inter-
pretation of Buddhism as a rational, ethical, 
and egalitarian philosophy. His turn to Bud-
dhism was not anti- Hindu but a reaffirma-
tion of India’s plural spiritual heritage.

Ambedkar’s take on caste was often mis-
read as hostility toward Hinduism. In An-

nihilation of Caste, he wrote: “The Hindu 
society must be reorganized on a religious 
basis which would recognize the principles of 
liberty, equality and fraternity.” 

This shows he was not rejecting Hindu-
ism but urging reform so that its ethical core 
could shine through. His challenge was to so-
cial practices, not to faith itself. He believed 
that religion, when aligned with justice, could 
be a force for national unity.

Ambedkar’s nationalism was pragmatic 
and ethical. In Thoughts on Linguistic States, 
he warned that ignoring linguistic identities 
could weaken India; however, his solution 
was not separatism. Instead, he proposed 
a federal structure that respected diversity 
while preserving unity. Similarly, his role 
in drafting the Constitution was a patriotic 
act, as he embedded safeguards for minori-
ties and fundamental rights to strengthen the 
country’s democratic fabric. 

In his final speech to the Constituent As-
sembly, Ambedkar cautioned against hero 
worship and authoritarianism, saying de-
mocracy in India must rest on “constitutional 
morality.” Such warnings were not anti-na-
tional; they were protective of India’s demo-

cratic experiment. His economic writings 
reveal his concern for national development. 
In The Problem of the Rupee, Ambedkar ar-
gued for stability in currency to protect In-
dia’s economy. He also wrote on agricultural 
reforms, advocating redistribution of land to 
ensure productivity and fairness. These were 
not sectional demands, but national policies 
aimed at uplifting all Indians. His economic 
vision was about creating a fair system for all, 
ensuring that India’s modernization did not 
leave its rural majority behind.

Ambedkar’s embrace of Buddhism was a 
reclamation of an Indian tradition that em-
bodied rationality and compassion. 

In The Buddha and His Dhamma, he pre-
sented Buddhism as a philosophy of equality 
and ethics. His choice was not a rejection of 
India’s heritage but a reaffirmation of its plu-
ralism. He sought a spiritual foundation for 
modern India within its own civilizational re-
sources. By turning to Buddhism, Ambedkar 
was not abandoning the country’s traditions 
but reinterpreting them to meet contempo-

rary needs. Ambedkar’s vision of democracy 
went beyond institutions. He insisted de-
mocracy must be a social ethic, respect for 
dignity, equality of opportunity, and frater-
nity. His writings and speeches consistently 
warned that political democracy could not 
survive without social democracy. This was a 
profoundly nationalist concern, as he wanted 
India’s democracy to endure and flourish. 
His insistence on fraternity was not divisive 
but integrative, binding India together across 
caste, religion, and language.

Examples of his national spirit abound. In 
the Constitution, Ambedkar ensured funda-
mental rights and affirmative action were en-
shrined in law, not to divide but to integrate 
India. 

His work on currency and agriculture ad-
dressed national stability and growth. His 
ideas on linguistic states balanced diver-
sity with unity. His call to reinterpret Hindu 
scriptures was aimed at strengthening India’s 
moral foundation. Each of these contribu-
tions shows a thinker deeply invested in In-
dia’s future, not an adversary of its traditions 
or unity.

Ambedkar was not anti-Hindu or anti-
national. He was a reformer who sought to 
purify religion of social distortions and a pa-
triot who worked tirelessly to build a just and 
united India. His books—Annihilation of 
Caste, The Problem of the Rupee, Thoughts 
on Linguistic States, and The Buddha and His 
Dhamma illustrate his breadth as a thinker. 

His legacy is one of integration, bringing 
together India’s ancient values and modern 
aspirations. To honour Ambedkar is to rec-
ognize him as a national visionary whose 
ideas belong to all Indians. 

(The writer is Asst. Professor, EFLU, 
 Hyderabad) 

BR Ambedkar: A national thinker and reformist beyond misconceptions
In Annihilation of Caste, he wrote: “The 

Hindu society must be reorganized on 
a religious basis which would recognize 

the principles of liberty, equality and 
fraternity.” This shows he was not 

rejecting Hinduism but urging reform 

so that its ethical core could shine 

through. His challenge was to social 

practices, not to faith itself. He believed 
that religion, when aligned with justice, 

could be a force for national unity. His 
nationalism was pragmatic and ethical.
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Three teenage 
girls drown while 

taking selfies
Hans News Service  

Paderu (ASR district)

A tragic incident claimed 
the lives of three teenage 
girls in Alluri Sitarama Raju 
district on Thursday after 
they accidentally slipped 
into a waterfall while at-
tempting to take selfies.

The incident occurred 
near a waterfall close to Mu-
lagummi village in Anan-
thagiri mandal. Another 
girl who fell into the water 
along with them is reported 
to be in critical condition.

According to police, the 
deceased have been identi-
fied as Trisha (17), Ratna 
Kumari (16), and Pavitra 
(16), all residents of Jum-
buvalsa village in Hukum-
peta mandal. The girls had 
recently appeared for their 
Intermediate examinations 

and had gone to visit the 
waterfall along with their 
friend Anjali.

While standing at the 
edge of the waterfall and 
taking selfies, the four re-
portedly lost their balance 
and fell into the water. 
Trisha, Ratna Kumari and 
Pavitra died on the spot.

Anjali, who sustained 
serious injuries in the inci-
dent, was rescued by locals 
and shifted to a hospital in 
Lungaparti. Doctors said 
her condition remains criti-
cal. Police rushed to the 
spot and launched rescue 
operations.  The bodies 
were shifted for post-mor-
tem examination, and a case 
has been registered, and an 
investigation is underway. 
The deaths of the three girls 
have cast a pall of gloom 
over their native village.

AP TO BUILD HAJ HOUSE, AID 
PILGRIMS WITH RS 1 L EACH

Hans News Service 
Vijayawada

MINISTER for law and 
minority welfare NMD 
Farooq directed officials to 
make comprehensive and 
hassle-free arrangements for 
Haj 2026, as around 2,000 
pilgrims from the state are 
set to undertake the sacred 
pilgrimage. Of these, 352 
pilgrims will depart from 
the Vijayawada embarkation 
centre on April 18 and 19.

Chairing a review meet-
ing at Gannavaram, the 

minister emphasised that 
all necessary steps must be 
taken to ensure a smooth 
experience. He recalled that 
during the TDP govern-
ment in undivided Andhra 
Pradesh, a Haj House with 
full facilities was constructed 
in Hyderabad, and later, 
an embarkation centre was 
sanctioned with the efforts 
of then Chief Minister N 
Chandrababu Naidu and 
former Prime Minister Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee.

After state bifurcation, 
AP pilgrims had to depend 
on other states for embarka-
tion, he said, adding that the 
Vijayawada embarkation 
centre was secured again due 
to the efforts of Chief Minis-
ter Chandrababu Naidu. The 
minister expressed gratitude 
to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, Union minority affairs 

minister Kiren Rijiju, and 
civil aviation minister K 
Ram Mohan Naidu.

He further announced 
that the state government 
has decided to construct a 

Haj House in Vijayawada 
with all modern amenities. 
The government is also pro-
viding financial assistance 
of Rs 1 lakh to each pilgrim 
departing from Vijayawada.

The minister instructed 
officials to ensure special ar-
rangements at the Haj camp, 
including clear guidance on 
travel procedures, timely 
visa processing, dedicated 

airport counters, separate 
lounges, and prayer facilities. 
He called for additional 
staff deployment, seam-
less luggage handling, and 
coordination with the Haj 
Committee.

Special AC buses will be 
arranged to transport pil-
grims from the camp to the 
airport. Medical teams, free 
vaccinations, and ambulance 
services will be made avail-
able. He also stressed strict 
security measures, traffic 
management on National 
Highway-16, and vigilance 
against cyber fraud. 

Adequate drinking 
water, sanitation, uninter-
rupted power supply, CCTV 
surveillance, fire safety 
measures, and daily media 
updates were also mandated 
to ensure the successful 
conduct of Haj 2026.

n	 Minister Farooq 
orders smooth 
arrangements for Haj 
2026, with 2,000 
pilgrims including 352 
from Vijayawada 

n	 State to construct 
modern Haj House 
in Vijayawada; each 
pilgrim from the 
centre to receive Rs 1 
lakh assistance.

n	 Special buses, 
medical teams, 
security, and full 
facilities mandated for 
hassle-free pilgrimage

Minister for law and minority welfare NMD Farooq holds a review on Haj pilgrimage arrangements 
at Gannavaram on Thursday

Students denied entry at 
JEE Mains exam centre

Hans News Service  
Guntur 

TENSION prevailed at 
Oxford College in Guntur 
on Thursday as parents of 
students staged a protest 
alleging serious irregularities 
in JEE Mains hall-ticket 
issue by the college 
management.

According to parents, 
students who went to appear 
for the exam on Wednesday 
were denied entry at the 
examination centre after 
their hall-tickets were 
identified as fake. Several 
students were seen in tears, 

claiming they were not 
allowed to write the exam.

Students expressed deep 
distress, stating that their 
two years of hard work and 
future prospects have been 
severely affected.

Police reached Oxford 
College to control the 
situation.

Parents said around 40 
students who attended the 
NEET exam and nearly 15 
students who appeared for 
JEE Mains were affected due 
to the issue.

They alleged that the exam 
centre was allotted at Indira 
Priyadarshini Engineering 

College in Guntur, and the 
management had allegedly 
created fake hall-tickets 
using the same Aadhaar 
number for multiple 
students.

Parents demanded strict 
action against the college 
management, stating that 
their children’s future has 
been jeopardised.

Guntur RDO N Srinivasa 
Rao said 15 students were 
not allowed to write the 
NEET exam. The RDO and 
police officials are holding 
discussions with the college 
management till late in the 
night.

Indian team to visit US 
this month to ink deal

NEW DELHI: United States Ambassador 
to India Sergio Gor said on Thursday 
that an Indian delegation will be head-
ing to Washington later this month as 
part of talks on a trade deal between 
India and the US. Taking to X, the US 
envoy stated that he held a "highly pro-
ductive" meeting with trade representa-
tive Jamieson Greer on how to advance 
President Donald Trump's trade priori-
ties in South and Central Asia.
"The United States and India have 
previously agreed to a trade deal, and 
we look forward to welcoming an Indian 
delegation to Washington later this 
month," he added.

Trump seeks 
Europe’s help 
on Hormuz
WASHINGTON: United 
States President Donald 
Trump has stepped up pres-
sure on his European allies 
to commit military forces in 
the Strait of Hormuz, ahead 
of talks with Iran on Friday. 
This comes even as the White 
House is considering the 
withdrawal of US troops out 
of NATO countries. Accord-
ing to two diplomats, NATO 
Secretary General Mark 
Rutte has informed Europe-
an leaders that the US Presi-
dent is expecting concrete 
commitments for Hormuz 
regarding the deployment of 
warships or other military 
capabilities from Europe in 
the next few days. This was 
followed by Trump's post 
on Truth Social, wherein he 
stated that NATO would not 
“understand anything” with-
out pressure upon them.

Will continue to strike Hezbollah  
wherever necessary: Netanyahu

TEL AVIV: Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu says 
Israel “will continue to strike Hezbollah wherever 
necessary” after the IDF announced it had assassinat-
ed Ali Yusuf Harshi, the secretary of Hezbollah leader 
Naim Qassem. “Our message is clear: whoever acts 
against Israeli civilians will be targeted. We will con-
tinue to strike Hezbollah wherever necessary, until 
we restore full security to the residents of the north,” 
Netanyahu writes in a Hebrew-language post on X. In 
addition to assassinating Harashi, “the IDF struck a 
series of terror infrastructures in southern Lebanon: 
crossing points used to transfer thousands of weap-
ons, rockets and launchers, as well as weapons depots, 
launch sites, and Hezbollah command centers,” Net-
anyahu adds, sharing IDF footage of the attacks.

Iran publishes chart showing 
sea mines in Hormuz

DUBAI: Semiofficial news 
agencies in Iran published a 
chart Thursday suggesting 
the country's paramilitary 
Revolutionary Guard put 
sea mines into the Strait of 
Hormuz during the war, in 
a message that may be in-
tended to pressure the US 
as uncertainty hangs over a 
days-old two-week ceasefire 
and further negotiations are 
expected in Pakistan. 

The shaky ceasefire has 
been largely holding between 
the US, Israel and Iran, al-
though Tehran and Wash-
ington have offered vastly 
different explanations of the 
initial terms. Israel insists 
the agreement does not apply 
to their war against Hezbol-
lah militants in Lebanon and 
have escalated deadly strikes 
there, leading Iran to claim it 
is violating the deal. 

Meanwhile, Iran said it had 

won agreement that it would 
control the Strait of Hor-
muz, charge tolls and enrich 
uranium - while Trump said 
the deal called for the strait 
to be reopened and Iran to 
hand over its uranium stock-
pile. The chart of the Strait of 
Hormuz was released by the 
ISNA news agency, as well as 
Tasnim, which is believed to 
be close to the Guard. 

They showed a large circle 
marked "danger zone" in Far-
si over the Traffic Separation 
Scheme, which was the route 
ships take through the strait, 
the narrow mouth of the Per-
sian Gulf through which 20 
per cent of all oil and natural 
gas traded once passed. The 
chart suggested ships travel 
further north through wa-
ters closer to Iran's mainland 
near Larak Island, a route 
that some ships were ob-
served taking during the war.

15 ships a day
Tehran 

SHIPPING traffic at the 
Strait of Hormuz remained 
at a virtual standstill amid 
Iranian regulation, despite 
the ceasefire, on Thursday, 
with little movement. 
Several reports said Iran 
will allow no more than 
15 vessels to pass per day, 
with Iran's deputy minister 
earlier saying that ships 
will need to obtain consent 
from the military. One oil 
product tanker and five 
separate dry bulk carriers 
reportedly sailed through 
the Strait of Hormuz in the 
past 24 hours on Thursday, 
Reuters reported. Two 
Iranian-flagged tankers also 
sailed through Hormuz. 
Iran will allow no more than 
15 vessels per day to pass 
through the Hormuz under 
the ceasefire agreement, 
Russia's TASS news agency 
reported, citing Iranian 
official sources.

Indigenous Quantum  
facility launch on April 14

Continued from P1
It may be recalled that with the initiative of 

Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu, Quantum 
journey started in April last year.

Giving details to the media on the launch of 
Quantum Computers testing facility centre here 
on Thursday, PS Pradyumna, secretary to Chief 
Minister stated that it’s a dream come true for 
people of Andhra Pradesh, with the initiative of 
Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu for the first 
time in the country indigenous Quantum Com-
puting testing facility is going to be launched on 
April 14. He said the Chief Minister insisted on 
bringing indigenous hardware component man-
ufacturing ecosystem in Amaravati to promote 
Quantum technology. The SRM University con-
tributed in this direction and made it accessible 
to students. The secretary said people enjoyed 
the fruits of computer technology for more than 
three decades and now it is time to switch over to 
AI and Quantum technology. He said the Chief 
Minister stressed the need for updating skills of 
youngsters as per the requirements of emerging 
quantum technology and following his call lakhs 
of students got enrolled for skill training pro-
gramme. In IIT-Chennai itself 2.5 lakh students 
enrolled for skill training programme.

SRM-AP Vice-Chancellor Ch Satish Kumar 
and Quantum technology experts were present.

US-Iran truce strains 
amid Lebanon strikes

Continued from P1
Following a massive wave 

of Israeli strikes that killed at 
least 254 people and injured 
over 1,100 across Lebanon, 
Tehran declared that it views 
the ongoing bombardment as 
a direct breach of the spirit of 
the ceasefire. 

Iranian Foreign Minister 
Abbas Araghchi stated that 
Washington must now choose 
between a comprehensive 
ceasefire or continued war by 
proxy, warning that the cur-
rent status is unsustainable.

The instability has immedi-
ate consequences for global 
energy security. In response 
to what it terms an Israeli 
violation of the ceasefire, the 
Iranian Islamic Revolution-
ary Guard Corps (IRGC) has 
maintained a closure of the 
Strait of Hormuz, a vital ar-
tery for global oil shipments. 

Shipping executives remain 
in a state of high alert as they 
attempt to navigate the uncer-
tainty, while oil prices have 
reacted sharply to the sup-
ply risk. Brent crude futures 
rose 2.1% to $96.75 a barrel, 
and West Texas Intermediate 
surged 2.6% to $96.89, reflect-
ing market anxiety over the 
potential for long-term sup-
ply chain disruptions.

Despite the deteriorating 
situation, US and Iranian del-
egations are still scheduled to 
meet in Islamabad this week-
end to finalize the terms of 
the truce. However, the diplo-
matic path forward is fraught 
with obstacles. 

President Donald Trump 
has issued a stern warning, 
stating that US military assets 
will remain in place around 
Iran until a real, fully compli-
ant agreement is established.

Heavy turnout marks high-stakes voting 
day in Assam, Kerala and Puducherry

Continued from P1
“All necessary steps have 

been taken to facilitate 
smooth voting and ensure 
transparency,” an Election 
Commission official said, 
adding that special provi-
sions were made for senior 
citizens, persons with dis-
abilities and first-time voters.

The elections come after 
an intense campaign that 
concluded earlier this week, 
with political parties making 

last-minute appeals to voters.
The results will be de-

clared on May 4 along with 
outcomes from West Bengal 
and Tamil Nadu, where poll-
ing is being held in multiple 
phases.

In Assam, the contest 
is largely bipolar, with the 
BJP-led National Democratic 
Alliance seeking a third 
consecutive term under 
Chief Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma. The Congress-

led opposition, spearheaded 
by Gaurav Gogoi, is aiming 
to return to power after 
ten years, while regional 
players such as the All India 
United Democratic Front, 
Raijor Dal and Assam Jatiya 
Parishad are expected to 
influence outcomes in 
several seats. The state has 
over 2.5 crore voters and 722 
candidates contesting across 
more than 31,000 polling 
stations.

US ready for next 
conquest: Trump

Continued from P1
"All US ships, aircraft, 

and military personnel...
will remain in place in, and 
around, Iran, until such time 
as the REAL AGREEMENT 
reached is fully complied 
with," Trump wrote on Truth 
Social. "If for any reason it is 
not...the 'Shootin' Starts,' big-
ger, and better, and stronger 
than anyone has ever seen be-
fore." Trump reiterated that it 
was agreed that Iran will not 
develop nuclear weapons, 
and the Strait of Hormuz will 
be open and safe for com-
mercial shipping. "In the 
meantime our great Military 
is Loading Up and Resting, 
looking forward, actually, to 
its next Conquest," Trump 
added. He ended the post, 
which was published near 
midnight, with a declaration: 
"AMERICA IS BACK!"

The statement came a day 
after Washington and Tehran 
agreed to a two-week cease-
fire brokered by Pakistan, 
which halted six weeks of 
fighting and sparked a brief 
relief rally in global markets 
amid growing optimism that 
energy flows may resume in 
the Strait of Hormuz.

Iran said safe passage 
through the strait would be 
possible but subject to coordi-
nation with its armed forces. 
But much remained unclear 
in the ceasefire agreement, 
with the US and Iran appear-
ing far apart in demands. Teh-
ran had rejected the 15-point 
proposal from Washington 
and reportedly presented a 
10-point plan of its own to 
end the conflict, including an 
end to Israeli strikes against 
Hezbollah in Lebanon and 
the lifting of all sanctions.

Lokesh asks officials 
to prepare guidelines
Continued from P1

The Minister made it clear 
that strict action would be 
taken against individuals 
posting derogatory or abu-
sive content, particularly 
targeting women. He also di-
rected officials to study glob-
al best practices, specifically 
from countries like Australia, 
Singapore, and Denmark, in 
safeguarding children in the 
digital space.

As part of a broader strate-
gy, Lokesh announced large-
scale awareness initiatives. 
Students will be educated on 
the effects of social media 
during “No Bag Day,” while 
parents and children will be 
sensitized through biannual 
Parent-Teacher Association 
(PTA) meetings. Awareness 
programs will also extend to 
women in Self-Help Groups, 
focusing on online safety.

A key proposal discussed 
was the introduction of “Age 
Tokens,” potentially integrat-
ed with DigiLocker, to en-
able reliable age verification 
on digital platforms. Lokesh 
directed officials to examine 
its feasibility and incorporate 
findings into a comprehen-
sive report, including aspects 
requiring central govern-
ment intervention.

Social media representa-
tives present at the meet-
ing outlined existing safety 
mechanisms and grievance 
redressal systems, assuring 
full cooperation with the 
state government’s initiatives.

Additionally, the Minister 
ordered immediate steps to 
appoint an Adjudicating Of-
ficer under Section 46 of the 
IT Act to strengthen enforce-
ment mechanisms in cyber-
related issues.

Modi, Mamata trade barbs 
at election rallies in Bengal
Continued from P1

He alleged that Mamata 
Banerjee's TMC has only in-
flicted 'nirmamta' (cruelty) 
on Bengal, while the BJP has 
developed Asansol despite 
obstacles posed by the rul-
ing party. The PM also high-
lighted a downward trend in 
the state's economy and its 
contribution to national gross 
domestic product (GDP). He 
said, "Bengal's contribution 
to the national GDP has slid 
to mere five per cent from 12 
per cent earlier." However, he 
said, a regime change would 
ensure that West Bengal 
scales new heights.

"Investment has taken 
flight from the once-thriving 
industrial belt of Asansol. 
Only the BJP's double-engine 
can rectify it," he added, not-
ing that the Centre has allo-
cated Rs 45,000 crore for the 
revival of the industries in 

Asansol.
In another rally in Haldia, 

PM Modi said that it is es-
sential to remove the TMC's 
'Niram sarkar' to usher "Viksit 
Bengal". He also announced 
"six Modi guarantees" for the 
people. The TMC supremo, 
meanwhile, accused the BJP 
of deleting names of more 
than 90 lakh people from the 
voter lists to grab power in 
the state, asserting that her 
party will win the upcoming 
Assembly polls.

Speaking at a public rally 
in North 24 Paraganas' Mi-
nakhan, Banerjee said that 
TMC would approach the 
court to ensure that all the 
deleted names are reinstated 
in the electoral rolls, referring 
to the special intensive revi-
sion exercise in the state. "You 
deleted names of over 90 lakh 
people to grab power in Ben-
gal, but we will win," she said.

Land resurvey 2.0 will be 
over by March 2027: CM
Continued from P1

He also stated that 1.37 
lakh acres of service inam 
lands are being removed 
from the prohibited 22A list, 
with more land to be freed in 
phases.

Naidu highlighted that 
corrections to land records 
can now be made at village 
and ward secretariats, while 
auto-mutation and simplified 
registration processes are be-
ing introduced. Farmers will 
receive pattadar passbooks 
at their doorstep following 
property transfers and con-
cessional registration charges 
have been announced for in-
heritance cases, he added.

On the irrigation front, the 
Chief Minister assured that 
the Polavaram Project will be 
completed before the Goda-
vari Pushkarams and dedi-

cated to the nation, ensuring 
water security for the Krish-
na delta. The diaphragm wall 
has been reconstructed with 
Central assistance, he added.

Reaffirming the state gov-
ernment’s stance, Naidu said 
the Centre has legally des-
ignated Amaravati as the 
state capital, while criticis-
ing opposition demands for 
alternative proposals. He 
remarked that law will take 
its course in legal matters, in-
cluding those concerning Y S 
Jagan Mohan Reddy.

The Chief Minister direct-
ed officials to improve ser-
vices in hostels, rice distri-
bution, paddy procurement, 
and mid-day meal schemes. 
He said free sand is being 
provided despite revenue 
loss to benefit the public and 
urged citizens to avoid land 

disputes and maintain har-
mony.

Naidu noted that global 
economic challenges, includ-
ing conflicts in West Asia, are 
impacting markets, and the 
government is focusing on 
strengthening supply chains 
and boosting exports. Plans 
are also underway to develop 
Suryalanka Beach as a major 
tourist destination.

Naidu reiterated the gov-
ernment’s commitment to 
welfare, including free bus 
travel for women under the 
“Stree Shakti” initiative and 
support for 33 per cent res-
ervation for women in leg-
islatures. Ministers includ-
ing Anagani Satya Prasad, 
K. Partha Sarathy, Gotti-
pati Ravi Kumar, and MP T. 
Krishna Prasad were present 
at the event.

WILL AMARAVATI DENT 
HYDERABAD REALTY?

Continued from P1
“If the investors in Hyderabad shift to AP, 

Telangana state will face a big jolt, particu-
larly in terms of revenue generation from 
the property registrations,” an official said. 

Officials of the Registration & Stamps 
Department also concede that growth in 
real estate has not gained traction in the last 
three years due to various factors, including 
HYDRAA impact, economic slowdown, 
and certain political reasons.  

Now, the AP government is drawing big 
plans to promote Amaravati as a destination 
for investments. Major realty companies 
which had announced high rise projects in 
Hyderabad may shift some of them to the 
neighbouring state  if the Andhra govern-
ment announces, in the coming days, com-
paratively better incentives to promote con-
struction.  Officials warned: “It may not be 
an easy task to convince real estate develop-
ers to stay in Hyderabad and develop their 
ventures at this critical juncture”. 

The state government would do well to 
hold a meeting with representatives of the 
realty soon to discuss the issues involved in 
the context of planned investments in the 
city, they added.
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“The IPL has started exactly how I expected it to, with flatter pitches and 
high-scoring games. As always, it’s interesting to see how the old school 

superstars like Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli perform, but I think this 
youngster for Rajasthan Royals, Vaibhav Sooryavanshi, is the one to watch 

in the opening few weeks,”  - Graeme Smith, South African batting great 

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

THE Telangana gymnastics team delivered 
an impressive performance to secure second 
place overall at the Level-wise Boys & Girls 
National Gymnastics Competition 2026 held 
in Delhi at The Gymnastic Academy. The team 
clinched a remarkable tally of 25 silver medals 
and 2 bronze medals across events, including 
table vault, uneven bars, balance beam, and 
floor exercise.

In Level 1, gymnasts Hiya Yadav, Pranavi 
Shah, Anshul Yadav, and Adwaith Akula 
showcased strong performances. Level 2 saw 
notable contributions from Manvi Reddy, 

Myra Mandava, and Chokkarapu Loukya Vi-
rat, while higher levels featured standout ef-
forts from Inara Rukmini, Simone Pestonji, 
and Khushi Rai.

The team was felicitated in Hyderabad in 
the presence of Priyanka, an international 
gymnast, national champion, and judge.

TG finishes runner-up in national gymnastics Dist chess selections 
from April 11
HYDERABAD: The Telan-
gana State Chess Association 
will conduct Hyderabad and 
Rangareddy district Under-7 
and Under-11 boys and girls 
selection tournaments on 
April 11 and 12 at Lal Ba-
hadur Stadium, Hyderabad. 
The tournaments will short-
list players for the state 
championship. 

Details are available at 
www.chesstelangana.com 
or contact 7337578899 and 
7337399299, said General 
Secretary A Jayachandra.

TFA mourns 
demise of former 
national footballer 
Nithyasheelan
H Y -
D E R A B A D : 
The Telangana 
Football Asso-
ciation (TFA) 
e x p r e s s e d 
deep grief over 
the untimely demise of for-
mer national football player 
Nithyasheelan, at the age of 57. 
He had represented at the Sub-
Junior National Championship 
in 1988 held in Dhanbad.

As a mark of respect, two 
minutes of silence were ob-
served on Thursday morn-
ing at the Gymkhana Football 
Ground during the ongoing 
U-20 camp. Similar tributes 
were paid before the C Divi-
sion Football League matches. 
A condolence meeting was also 
held at 5 pm at the TFA office, 
attended by coaches, referees, 
and office bearers, who paid 
homage to his contributions to 
the sport. Nithyasheelan is sur-
vived by his wife, two sons, and 
a daughter. The TFA conveyed 
heartfelt condolences to his 
family, remembering his dedi-
cation and lasting contribution 
to football

Ulaanbaatar(Mongolia): The 
Indian women’s team deliv-
ered a historic performance 
at the Asian Boxing Cham-
pionships 2026, finishing on 
top of the medal charts with a 
total of 10 medals, including 
four gold, two silver, and four 
bronze, underlining their 
dominance at the continental 
stage.

Under the stewardship of 
head coach Santiago Nieva, 
every member of the wom-
en’s team returned home 
with a medal, stamping their 
authority on the continental 
competition. With Boxing 
Federation of India President 
Ajay Singh in attendance, 
Minakshi Hooda (48kg) got 

things going by claiming the 
first gold of the day with a 
commanding 5–0 victory 
over Mongolia’s Nomund-
ari Enkh-Amgalan. Preeti 
(54kg) continued her sensa-
tional run, defeating Chinese 
Taipei’s Huang Hsiao-wen, a 
three-time world champion 
and Tokyo 2020 Olympic 
bronze medallist, by a unani-
mous 5–0 decision to secure 

the top podium finish.
Priya (60kg) added to In-

dia’s gold tally with a clini-
cal 3–0 win over North Ko-
rea’s Won Un-gyong in the 
final. Arundhati (70kg) also 
impressed, registering a 4:1 
victory against Kazakhstan’s 
Bakyt Seidish to clinch gold 
in her category.

India added two silver 
medals to its tally, with Jais-

mine (57kg) finishing run-
ner-up after a strong cam-
paign, while Alfiyan Pathan 
(80+kg) also secured silver 
following her final bout.

Earlier in the week, two-
time world champion Nikhat 
Zareen (54kg), Ankushita 
Boro (65kg), Lovlina (75kg) 
and Pooja (80kg) had set-
tled for bronze medals after 
semifinal exits.  Having con-
firmed 16 medals, the most 
of any nation in this edition, 
India will be looking to fin-
ish the tournament strongly, 
with two men’s boxers - 
Vishwanath Suresh (48kg) 
and Sachin Siwach (60kg) - 
in their respective finals on 
Friday.

Asian Boxing C’ships 

Indian women top medal charts with 4 gold

GUWAHATI: Riding on 
explosive starts from Ya-
shasvi Jaiswal and Vaibhav 
Sooryavanshi, Rajasthan 
Royals will look to extend 
their dominance, while de-
fending champions Royal 
Challengers Bengaluru 
will bank on a rejuvenated 
Devdutt Padikkal as the two 
in-form sides lock horns in 
an IPL clash here on Friday. 

RCB have a settled top-
order under the watch of 
the talismanic Virat Kohli, 
who hasn’t shown any signs 
of rust despite stepping away 
from T20 internationals in 
2024, while Phil Salt also un-
leashed his explosive abilities 
in the previous game.  Batting 
one down, Padikkal has car-
ried his domestic form seam-
lessly into the IPL, signalling 
a return to his fluent best with 
an aggressive yet controlled 
approach. Padikkal had made 

an immediate impact in his 
debut IPL season, scoring 473 
runs for RCB and establishing 
himself as a stylish batter. 

However, subsequent stints 
with Rajasthan Royals and 
Lucknow Super Giants didn’t 

quite yield the desired returns. 
His return to Bengaluru last 
season, by his own admission, 
proved to be a turning point, 
as he played a key role in the 
franchise finally clinching 
their maiden title. 

The left-hander has begun 
this season in similar vein, 
striking back-to-back fif-
ties--- a 29-ball 50 against 
Chennai Super Kings and a 
26-ball 61 against Sunrisers 
Hyderabad -- and will look to 
extend his rich vein of form. 

The likes of skipper Rajat 
Patidar and big-hitting Aus-
tralian Tim David provide so-
lidity in the middle. However, 
it is RCB’s bowling transfor-
mation that has stood out. 

The Royals, meanwhile, 
have emerged as one of the 
most explosive batting units 
this season, powered by the 
opening pair of Jaiswal and 
teenage sensation Sooryavan-
shi. 

The duo has consistently 
provided flying starts, com-
bining clean hitting with 
fearless stroke-play to put op-
position attacks under early 
pressure. 

RR, RCB eye top-order show in Guwahati

MATCH STARTS AT 7:30PM
NINGBO: Ayush Shetty con-
tinued his fine form at the Bad-
minton Asia Championships 
as he entered the quarterfinals 
after beating Chin Yu Jen of 
Taipie in straight games here 
on Thursday, while two-time 
Olympic medallist PV Sindhu 
and HS Prannoy concluded 
their campaigns with their re-

spective second-round losses.
Ayush, the US Open 2025 

champion, registered a com-
fortable 21-16, 21-12 win over 
the Taipie shuttler in a match 
that lasted for 41 minutes.

Ayush started off his cam-
paign with a stunning win over 
world No. 7 and fifth seed Li Shi 
Feng of China, 21-13, 21-16, 

in the opening round. He will 
look to carry the momentum in 
the quarterfinal when he faces 
third seed Jonatan Christie of 
Indonesia.Meanwhile, two-time 
Olympic medallist PV Sindhu 
and former world championship 
medallist H. S. Prannoy bowed 
out after losing their respective 
second-round matches.

BADMINTON ASIA C’SHIPS
Ayush enters quarters; Sindhu, Prannoy bow out

CHENNAI: Chief Minis-
ter M K Stalin on Thursday 
alleged that the proposed 
amendment to ensure 33 per 
cent reservation for women 
in the midst of polls in states 
including Tamil Nadu ap-
peared to be yet another po-
litical manoeuvre aimed at 
shaping electoral narratives. 
Stalin alleged the timing for 
the proposed amendment led 
to serious suspicion. 

“Why push such a far-
reaching decision in the mid-
dle of state elections. This 
appears to be yet another 
political manoeuvre aimed at 
shaping electoral narratives, 
much like earlier attempts 
to influence women voters 
ahead of the 2024 Parlia-
ment elections,” he alleged 
in a statement titled “This 
is not reform, this is reengi-
neering power.”  Further, he 
said: “Let me be unequivocal: 
we strongly support 33 per 
cent reservation for women. 
Our support is absolute. 
But it must be implemented 
without increasing seats and 
without punishing states that 
acted responsibly. If the intent 
is genuine, nothing prevents 
immediate implementation 
within the existing frame-
work.” 

Demanding fair delimi-
tation, he alleged there was 
complete opacity on the 
basis for delimitation and 

asked would the exercise rely 
on 1971 figures from a pre-
population control era or the 
2021 Census. “Conflicting 
signals and vague assurances 
only deepen suspicion.” This 
move would also impose a 
massive financial burden on 
states, forcing them to expand 
or rebuild Legislative Assem-
blies, all without proper con-
sultation.

“This is a direct assault on 
cooperative federalism. This 
is not reform, it is a unilat-
eral, politically driven exer-
cise designed to concentrate 
power, weaken Parliament, 
marginalise the South, and 
undermine social justice,” he 
alleged.  “The nation deserves 
answers: why this undue 
haste, why shift the goalposts, 
and who truly stands to ben-
efit.”  The NDA government 
under Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi is systematically 
eroding the very foundations 

of Parliament, he alleged. 
The Dravidian party chief 

claimed: “What should be 
a vibrant forum for debate 
and accountability is be-
ing reduced to a hollow 
ritual, a stage where mem-
bers may not even get fair 
time to speak or represent 
their people. This proposal 
to increase seats is a direct 
contradiction of their own 
slogan of minimum govern-
ment, maximum governance.  
It will only inflate expendi-
ture, burden taxpayers, and 
dilute the quality of parlia-
mentary functioning.” 

This also went against the 
spirit of Article 1 of the Con-
stitution, which defines India 
as a Union of States. Ignor-
ing the voices of states and 
bypassing meaningful con-
sultation is not democratic 
- it is unitary overreach that 
undermines the country’s 
federal and plural character. 

Women’s Reservation Bill

Stalin backs 33% quota, raises 
suspicion on poll-timed bill

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

RIDING on T Siva’s swash-
buckling unbeaten 82, fa-
vourites Golkonda Hotel 
crushed Radisson Blu Plaza 
by 63 runs to storm into the 
final of the 10th edition of 
the Hotels & Restaurants As-
sociation of Telangana State 
T20 Cricket Tournament 
2026, played at the New 
Madies Cricket Grounds on 
Wednesday.

Golkonda Hotel, appear-
ing in the final for the first 
time, will now face The Leela 
Hotel in the title clash.
BRIEF SCORES:

Golkonda Hotel: 175/6 in 
20 overs (T. Siva 82*, Pankaj 
33; Anil Kumar 2/29) beat 
Radisson Blu Plaza: 112 all 

out in 16.4 overs (Babu 41; 
Pankaj 3/17, Praneeth 2/22, 
Shiva Kumar 2/11) by 63 
runs.

Siva powers Golkonda Hotel into final

Kerala polling sees 
minor protests 
over bogus votes

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: 
Assembly polling across Kerala 
progressed largely peacefully, 
but protests were reported at 
several booths on Thursday 
over allegations of bogus vot-
ing. A minor scuffle broke out 
between Congress and BJP ac-
tivists at Manalur in Thrissur 
district after UDF candidate T 
N Prathapan arrived in the area. 

According to police, BJP ac-
tivists prevented people accom-
panying Prathapan from enter-
ing the booth premises, leading 
to the scuffle. 

In Wadakkanchery, also in 
Thrissur district, a voter, Sajeev, 
was unable to cast his vote after 
election officials informed him 
that his vote had already been 
recorded as a postal ballot. This 
triggered protests by BJP activ-
ists, prompting police interven-
tion. 

Although election officials 
offered to allow him to cast a 
tender vote, he declined. BJP 
candidate T S Ullas Babu later 
arrived at the booth and staged 
a protest. 

A similar incident occurred 
in Kuttiady, Kozhikode district, 
where a woman was denied the 
right to vote after it was found 
that her vote had already been 
cast as a postal ballot. 

At Malampuzha and Sho-
ranur in Palakkad district, 
Thrikkaripur in Kasaragod, and 
Vattiyoorkavu in Thiruvanan-
thapuram, complaints emerged 
that votes had been cast in the 
names of original voters, lead-
ing to protests. 

The affected voters were later 
permitted to cast tender votes.

Kolkata

A political controversy erupt-
ed in West Bengal on Thurs-
day after an alleged video of 
Humayun Kabir surfaced on 
social media, purportedly 
showing him claiming links 
with senior BJP leaders and 
efforts to defeat Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee in the 
upcoming Assembly elec-
tions. 

At a press meet, the Tri-

namool Congress shared 
the purported video and de-
manded an Enforcement Di-
rectorate probe into Kabir’s 
alleged claims of proximity 
with Leader of Opposition in 
West Bengal Assembly, Suv-
endu Adhikari, Assam chief 
minister Himanta Biswa Sar-
ma and the Prime Minister’s 
Office as part of a multi-crore 
plan to defeat Banerjee in the 
polls. 

In the video, which could 

not be independently veri-
fied by PTI, Kabir is allegedly 
heard saying he is willing to 
go to “any extent” to unseat 
Banerjee and has been in 
touch with senior BJP leaders, 
including Adhikari. 

Kabir termed the video as 
AI-generated and aimed at 
maligning him and threat-
ened to take legal action. 
Kabir, who founded the Aam 
Janata Unnayan Party days 
after he was suspended by the 

TMC late last year, is also pur-
portedly heard claiming that 
he had communication with 
the PMO and was advised to 
coordinate with leaders from 
other BJP-ruled states. 

The video further pur-
portedly captures Kabir stat-
ing that his strategy revolves 
around diverting minority 
votes away from the ruling 
Trinamool Congress, sug-
gesting that such a shift could 
benefit the BJP electorally. 

Bengal political row over Kabir video
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IN BRIEF

‘Op Sindoor  
demonstrated 
progression towards 
domain jointness’ 
BENGALURU: Army Chief 
General Upendra Dwivedi 
on Thursday said Operation 
Sindoor demonstrated India’s 
progression towards “domain 
jointness” and called the 
military offensive carried 
out inside Pakistani territory 
a “defining case study” of 
operational significance of 
integration. In May last year, 
India had launched a military 
response targeting terror 
launchpads in Pakistan post the 
April 22 Pahalgam terror attack 
that killed 26 Indian tourists. 

“Operation Sindoor was 
India’s most powerful tool of 
progression towards domain 
jointness. But we need to 
achieve domain integration 
and fusion,” General Dwivedi 
said. He was addressing the 
“Ran Samvad” forum on 
“Land Forces visualisation 
of Multi Domain Operation 
(MDO),” here. The army 
chief also highlighted the 
creation of an information 
warfare organisation and a 
psychological defence division 
following Operation Sindoor. 
He said, “15 per cent of our 
effort was on managing the 
disinformation campaign.” 

He cautioned, however, 
that key challenges remain, 
particularly in synchronising 
operations across strategic, 
operational and tactical 
levels and addressing the 
growing prevalence of 
hybrid or grey-zone warfare. 
“These are typically below 
the conventional military 
threshold, with the goal to 
exploit adversary vulnerability,” 
he said, adding that non-
kinetic operations are 
increasingly taking precedence. 

NITK sacks former 
Registrar after probe 
confirms misconduct
MANGALURU: The National 
Institute of Technology 
Karnataka (NITK), Surathkal, 
has dismissed its former 
Registrar Ravindranath 
K. after a departmental 
inquiry established serious 
administrative misconduct.

The action follows his 
suspension on September 12, 
2025, initiated at the direction 
of the Ministry of Education. 
The inquiry examined 
allegations of procedural 
irregularities and professional 
impropriety under the Central 
Civil Services (Conduct) Rules, 
1964. Sources said the charges 
were found to be grave and 
were substantiated during the 
inquiry process, prompting 
the Board of Governors to 
unanimously approve the 
penalty of dismissal. Before 
the final action, Ravindranath’s 
tenure as Registrar had already 
been terminated, as he was 
found to be holding the 
position beyond the five-year 
limit prescribed under the 
NITSER Act and institutional 
statutes.

In a statement, NITK 
emphasised that it maintains a 
strict zero-tolerance approach 
to misconduct. The institute 
said the decision reflects its 
commitment to transparency, 
accountability, and adherence 
to ethical standards in 
administration. 

Formulate model SOPs 
for trekking safety: 
Minister Khandre 
BENGALURU: Karnataka 
Minister for Forest, Ecology 
and Environment Eshwar 
Khandre has instructed 
authorities to formulate a 
standard operating procedure 
(SOP) for trekking safety, 
intended to serve as a national 
model. The Minister issued the 
instruction in writing to the 
chief wildlife warden in the 
wake of the disappearance of 
a woman from Kerala in the 
dense Tadiandamol forest, and 
the search for a minor girl in 
Chandradrona hills, his office 
said in a release on Thursday. 

Like the ‘e-Gastu’ app 
already developed by the 
Forest Department and the 
‘MStripes’ app used in tiger 
reserves, if a similar kind of 
app is temporarily installed on 
the mobile phones of trekkers 
during the trek, it will be easier 
to track those who go astray, 
hence the Forest Minister has 
directed to take steps to develop 
the app and provide group 
insurance to trekkers, it said. 

Hans News Service  
Mangaluru

In an extraordinary story 
of courage and determina-
tion, Disha, a student of 
Alva’s College in Moodbidri, 
has emerged as the state 
topper in the Commerce 
stream of the Second PUC 
examinations—despite los-
ing her mother in the mid-

dle of her exams. A Com-
merce stream student from 
Moodbidri,  Disha secured 
the first rank in the state by 
scoring a perfect 600 out of 
600 marks. Alva’s PU Col-
lege authorities and lectur-
ers congratulated Disha on 
her outstanding achieve-
ment. Disha, daughter of 
Dinesh and Savita from Put-
tige Padavu near Vidyagiri, 

was preparing for her board 
examinations when tragedy 
struck. Her mother suffered 
a sudden fall on the eve of 
her Mathematics exam and 
passed away just a day be-
fore her Economics paper.

Even as she grappled 
with profound grief, Disha 
chose to continue writing 
her exams, refusing to let 
the setback derail years of 

hard work. Her disciplined 
preparation played a crucial 
role. She had been waking 
up as early as 3.30 am daily 
to study and had completed 
her syllabus well in advance 
through rigorous internal 
assessments conducted by 
her college.

In her darkest hour, sup-
port came from her lecturer 
Veena, who not only com-

forted her but also provided 
her a place to stay, ensuring 
she could attend the exami-
nations without interrup-
tion.

“I was slightly worried 
about scoring full marks in 
English, but my teachers’ 
guidance helped me over-
come that,” Disha said. She 
credits the student-friendly 
teaching approach, timely 

syllabus completion, and 
continuous evaluation sys-
tem at her college for her 
success.

With aspirations of be-
coming a Chartered Ac-
countant, Disha’s achieve-
ment is not just academic—it 
is a powerful testament to 
resilience, reminding many 
that even in loss, determina-
tion can lead to triumph. 

GRIEF TO GLORY

Despite losing mother during exams, student tops state

Hans News Service 
Bengaluru

JAIN university, hosted the 
third edition of ‘Jain Uni-
versity Short Film Festival 
2026’ organised by the De-
partment of Journalism and 
Mass Communication. The 
film festival showcased the 
compelling and diverse nar-
ratives that influence the 
daily lives of society through 
the cinematic experience of 
short films. The event was 
graced by Kannada Filmfare 
Critics awardee for Best ac-
tor, Naveen Shankar, for his 
role of “Aadhi” in the film, 
Dharani Mandala Madhyad-
olage, along with Dr. Dinesh 
Nilkant, Dr. Kiran S, Dr. San-
geeta Devanathan and Dr. 

Bhargavi D Hemminge.
 As a part of the jury for 

Jain University Short Film 
Festival, Sri Crazy Minds, 
Editor, Cinematographer 
of the Love Mocktail series, 
underlining the significance 
of good writing and edit-
ing, elaborated “A remark-
able movie is shaped on two 
tables, the writing table for 
an exceptional story and the 
editing table for bringing the 
movie to life.” Expanding his 
quote to the role of Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) in the sil-
ver screen industry, “AI can 
never replicate the intricacies 
of human emotion and is a 
decade too early to be an in-
trinsic part of the cinematic 
industry.”

 Jury panel member, B.S. 

Kemparaju, Kannada film 
Editor, Just Maath Maathali, 
stressing on the importance 
of a good story for a good 
film stated: “The core essence 
for a good film is a good 
script; Writing a good script 
serves as an integral guide for 
any cinema to be successful.”

Naveen Shankar, film actor 
& Kannada Filmfare award 
winner, commended the ini-
tiative of Jain University and 
the festival, stating “Oppor-
tunities like these film festi-
vals remind us that cinema 
is not just about big screens, 
but about ideas, passion, and 
the courage to start. What 
starts as a small effort in a 
college campus can grow into 
something truly impactful. 
It’s encouraging to see stu-

dents being given the space 
to explore their creativity and 
build a voice of their own.” 
Further he added, “short 
films, in particular, offer an 
incredible platform for as-
piring filmmakers to experi-

ment, understand the craft, 
and experience the realities 
of cinema at a foundational 
level. I am truly impressed 
by the initiative taken by 
Jain University to create such 
platform of opportunities 

to showcase creative talents 
and connect enthusiastic stu-
dents with film industry.”

Underscoring the impor-
tance of creativity and its ori-
gin in the category of short 
films, Dr. Dinesh Nilkant, 
Pro-Vice Chancellor, JAIN 
(Deemed-to-be University) 
“Creativity makes a differ-
ence with the best talents 
always budding from the col-
leges and universities and not 
from big studios. We at Jain 
University are building such 
platforms to nurture future 
film makers.”

Accentuating the develop-
ment of short films from a 
base to important platforms, 
Dr. Kiran S Deputy-Dean of 
Academics, Jain (Deemed-
to-be University) stated 

“Short films are no longer 
stepping stones, they are 
powerful storytelling formats 
in their own right.”

Dr. Sangeeta Devanathan, 
Deputy-Dean of Academics, 
Professor, JAIN (Deemed-
to-be University) highlighted 
the importance of critical 
thinking in short films stat-
ing “Critical thinking re-
quires us to think creatively.” 
She further compared the 
current scenario of short 
films to mainstream films 
stating that “Gone are the 
days of movies running two 
to three hours giving the au-
dience a compelling reason 
to stay, however now, the 
short film format is truly the 
future of storytelling in this 
art form.”

‘Movies are shaped on two tables, the writing table and editing table’
The Short Film Festival underscored the importance of creativity and its origin in the category of short films

Hans News Service  
Belagavi

THE ongoing conflict in the 
Middle East has begun to 
impact farmers in Belagavi 
district, with vegetable grow-
ers facing severe losses due 
to a sudden collapse in de-
mand. Farmers in villages 
such as Kadoli, Jafarwadi, 
Gondawadi, Belagundi, Han-
digund, Yellur and Uchgaon 
are now destroying their cab-
bage crops as traders refuse 
to purchase the produce.

According to farmers, the 
price of cabbage has plum-
meted drastically in re-
cent weeks. While a 70-kg 
sack fetches barely 
100 in 
the wholesale market, re-
tail prices have dropped to 
just 
1–
2 per kg. This is a 
sharp fall from 
40–
50 per 
kg just three months ago. 
The decline reportedly be-
gan around two weeks after 
the escalation of war in the 
Middle East. The fall in de-
mand has been attributed to 

disruptions in the hospital-
ity sector. Many hotels and 
small eateries have reduced 
or halted cooking activities 
due to LPG cylinder short-
ages, leading to a drop in 
vegetable consumption. Ad-
ditionally, Belagavi-grown 
vegetables, which are usually 
despatched to states like Ma-
harashtra, Goa, and Andhra 
Pradesh, are now witnessing 
poor demand from outside 
markets as well.

Frustrated by mounting 
losses, farmers have started 

destroying standing crops 
using rotators or allow-
ing cattle to graze on them. 
Farmer Appasaheb Desai ex-
pressed anguish over the sit-
uation, saying the emotional 
and financial distress has 
left cultivators devastated. 
He pointed out that farmers 
invest months of hard work, 
only to see their produce 
go unsold. Another farmer, 
Mohan Kademani, said the 
cost of cultivation has be-
come unbearable. “We spend 
nearly 
45,000 to 
50,000 per 

acre, including saplings, fer-
tilisers, labour and irrigation. 
For two acres, I expected re-
turns of at least 
2 lakh, but 
now traders are refusing to 
buy. We are forced to destroy 
the crop,” he said, urging the 
government to announce 
compensation and minimum 
support prices for vegetables.

Officials from the Hor-
ticulture Department ac-
knowledged the crisis. Joint 
Director Mahantesh Mura-
god said cabbage is grown ex-
tensively in the district, cov-
ering thousands of hectares 
across seasons. He noted that 
the war has disrupted de-
mand, causing price crashes 
and distress among farmers. 

He assured that officials 
will assess the situation on 
the ground and report to the 
government for necessary ac-
tion. The crisis has once again 
highlighted the vulnerability 
of farmers to global events, 
with many now demanding 
urgent government interven-
tion to prevent further losses.

PRICE CRASH

War hits Belagavi farmers, 
cabbage crops destroyed

Hans News Service  
Chikkamagaluru 

IN a deeply disturbing inci-
dent from Chikkamagaluru 
district, a mentally unstable 
elderly woman reportedly 
lived with the decompos-
ing body of her husband for 
nearly 10 days, unaware of 
his death. The incident came 
to light in Banakal village of 
Mudigere taluk, shocking the 
local community.

The deceased has been 
identified as 77-year-old 
Cyril Monis, who was living 
with his wife at their resi-
dence in Banakal. Accord-
ing to sources, he had been 
unwell for some time and 
passed away at home. How-
ever, his wife, who is said to 
be mentally unstable, did not 
realise that he had died and 
continued to stay with the 
body as it decomposed.

The couple’s son works 
in Bengaluru, while their 
daughter is settled abroad. 
Both children were in regu-
lar contact with their mother 
over phone and would en-
quire about their father’s 
health. Each time, the moth-
er reportedly told them that 

he was doing fine, leaving 
them with no suspicion ini-
tially.

As days passed, the son 
grew concerned after notic-
ing inconsistencies in his 
mother’s responses and the 
absence of his father’s voice. 
He then asked a friend to 
visit the house and check on 
the situation.

When the friend arrived, 
he was confronted with a 
horrifying scene. Cyril Monis 
had died nearly 10 days ear-
lier, and his body was in an 
advanced stage of decompo-
sition. Despite this, his wife 
continued to remain inside 
the house with the body. Lo-
cal residents, alerted by a foul 
smell, informed the police. 

Social worker Arif, who as-
sisted in the process, said that 

when they reached the house 
along with police officials, 
the woman initially refused 
to open the gate. Upon enter-
ing, they found the body in a 
severely decomposed state.

“The body had decayed 
and was infested with mag-
gots. With the help of police 
and locals, we shifted it and 
conducted the last rites at 
a Christian cemetery,” Arif 
said.

The incident left residents 
shaken, as the children were 
unable to see their father one 
last time. Locals stepped for-
ward to perform the funeral, 
displaying compassion and 
solidarity with the grieving 
family. A case has been reg-
istered at the Banakal Police 
Station, and further investi-
gation is underway.

Mentally unstable woman lives 
with husband’s body for 10 days

Hans News Service 
Kalaburagi

MEDICAL Education Min-
ister Dr. Sharanprakash Patil 
strongly condemned the Cen-
tral government for its per-
ceived hasty decision to im-
plement women’s reservation 
and undertake delimitation of 
Assembly and Lok Sabha con-
stituencies, claiming it reflects 
political self-interest rather 
than public welfare.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence, the minister questioned 
why the Centre had remained 
silent on women’s reservation 
for 15 long years and sud-
denly taken a cabinet decision 
now. He pointed out that if the 
policy had been introduced 
decades earlier, women would 
have greatly benefited. He 
asked who was responsible for 
the injustice done to women 
all these years.

Dr. Patil alleged that the 
proposal for women’s reserva-
tion has surfaced only because 
of impending elections in five 
states. The issue should have 

been discussed during the re-
cently concluded Parliament 
session, where opposition 
views could have been consid-
ered. Instead, he said the Cen-
tre appears more interested in 
political gains than genuine 
women’s empowerment.

He claimed that during the 
Bihar elections, the Centre had 
reduced GST rates and depos-
ited money directly into peo-
ple’s accounts. He questioned 
where the taxes collected from 
citizens over decades had 
gone. In contrast, he noted 
that the Congress government 
in Karnataka faces notices 
even for implementing its five 
guarantee schemes. He fur-
ther claimed that the Election 
Commission seems to dance 
to the tune of Prime Minister 
Modi and Amit Shah.

The minister also expressed 
suspicion over the delimita-
tion exercise, saying increasing 
the number of constituencies 
based on the 1991 census ap-
pears to be a deliberate attempt 
to reduce the political strength 
of southern Indian states. He 

suggested that if needed, de-
limitation should be done on 
the basis of the 1971 census 
and questioned the reason be-
hind the current hurry.

On the controversy sur-
rounding Congress president 
Mallikarjun Kharge’s remarks, 
Dr. Patil clarified that Kharge 
had criticised the RSS ideol-
ogy as venomous, not targeted 
any individual personally. He 
pointed out that BJP leaders 
have repeatedly used harsh 
terms like “Urban Naxals,” 
“anti-nationals,” “tukde tukde 
gang,” and “looters of the na-
tion” against Congress leaders, 
including Jawaharlal Nehru 
and Indira Gandhi. He asked 

why criticism from the other 
side is considered acceptable 
while similar remarks from 
Congress are not.

He condemned the BJP 
for making light comments 
against Kharge and advised 
that any criticism of the sen-
ior Congress leader should be 
made with due responsibility 
and maturity.

Dr. Patil urged political par-
ties to focus on development 
issues instead of mudslinging. 
He accused the BJP of never 
discussing development and 
instead specialising in raising 
sensitive matters for political 
gain.

The minister also highlight-
ed positive steps in medical 
education. The government 
plans to start new government 
medical colleges in Bagalkot 
and Ramanagara, which will 
receive approval after inspec-
tion by the National Medical 
Council. He added that last 
year saw an increase of 400 
medical seats, and this year 
another 450 seats are expected 
to be added.

‘Sudden rush on women’s  
reservation driven by poll politics’
CONGRESS MINISTER ACCUSES CENTRE OF ELECTORAL MOTIVES

Hans News Service 
Mangaluru

MANGALURU police have 
cracked down on a cross-
border conspiracy by arrest-
ing seven key players in the 
sensational murder of local 
rowdy sheeter Arif.

According to City Police 
Commissioner Sudheer Ku-
mar Reddy, the arrested in-
clude Rifath, Juttu Ashfaq, 
Khalil, Shakir, Irfan, and Ri-
zwan, who took part directly 
in the killing, along with 
Irshad who sheltered the ac-
cused and aided their activi-
ties.

The investigation has ex-
posed that the entire opera-
tion was coordinated on an 
international scale. Two sus-
pects, Mustafa and Ashwir, 
currently staying overseas, 
provided monetary support 
to help the culprits evade 
capture.

Another individual named 
Arshad not only supplied 
arms for the attack but also 
kept feeding the group de-
tails on police activities. Su-
hail arranged the rented car 
deployed during the crime 

and escaped to Saudi Arabia 
right after the assault.

Officials suspect a much 
wider syndicate was involved 
in the conspiracy. Teams 
have spread a wide net to 
locate the other abscond-
ing accused, and the police 
commissioner assured that 
further arrests are expected 
shortly.

On the morning of March 
27, Arif was heading to the 
Boloor fish market on his 
motorcycle when six of the 
accused tailed him in a car. 
They intentionally collided 
with his bike at the Tokkottu 
flyover area.

The moment Arif was 

thrown off, the attackers un-
leashed a ferocious assault 
using lethal weapons and 
escaped immediately. Old ri-
valry has emerged as the root 
cause of this meticulously 
planned execution.

To dodge police surveil-
lance, the group relied on so-
phisticated technical meth-
ods. Ashwir from Dubai 
facilitated this by securing 
OTPs and enabling interna-
tional WhatsApp numbers 
for the team. The accused 
maintained contact by con-
stantly changing numbers, 
discarding one before inves-
tigators could trace it and 
shifting to another. 

International gang behind rowdy 
sheeter’s brutal murder, say police
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Turning adverse circumstances into opportunities Turning adverse circumstances into opportunities 
N

ow earning  
Rs 1 lakh a 
month, she is not 

only financially independ-
ent but also creating em-
ployment opportunities in 
her village.

In the quiet village of 
Bandapalli in Wanapar-
thy district, 30-year-old 
Computer Science gradu-
ate Peddhabudi Vanaja is 
redefining what success 
looks like. At a time when 

many chase conventional 
engineering jobs, Vanaja 
chose a different path—
one that not only brought 
her financial independ-

ence but also created 
livelihoods for others in 
her community.

“Despite completing my 
Computer Science Engi-
neering, I didn’t want to 
sit and wait endlessly for 
a job. I wanted to build 
something on my own 
and create opportunities 
right here in my village,” 
says Vanaja.

Her journey took a 
decisive turn through ini-
tiatives led by the Society 
for Elimination of Rural 
Poverty (SERP), under the 
guidance of Minister Da-
nasari Anasuya and SERP 
CEO Divya Devarajan. In 
collaboration with the Na-
tional Academy of Con-
struction, the programme 
introduced women to 
non-conventional sectors 
like centring units and 
construction technolo-
gies.

“The training complete-

ly changed my perspec-
tive. I realised there is 
huge demand in construc-
tion and very few women 
are part of it. That gave 
me the confidence to step 
in,” she explains.

The programme 
equipped her with techni-
cal knowledge—from 
materials like steel and 
aluminium to under-
standing design drawings 
and managing work-
flows—along with essen-
tial business skills.

“It wasn’t just about 
learning a skill. We were 
trained on how to run a 
business—how to plan 
manpower, manage ma-
terials, and execute work 
properly,” she adds.

With institutional 
support, Vanaja secured 
a Rs20 lakh loan under 
the Prime Minister’s 
Employment Generation 
Programme, which ena-
bled her to establish her 
enterprise. She aligned 
her business with the 
growing demand under 
the Indiramma Housing 
Scheme.

“Today, I operate three 
centring units in my vil-
lage. Each unit supports 

construction work, and 
there is steady demand 
because of the housing 
projects,” she says.

Now earning close to Rs 
1 lakh per month, Vanaja 
has not only achieved 
financial stability but also 
created jobs locally.

“This journey has 
changed my life. I am 
earning well, but more 
importantly, I am able to 
provide employment to 
others. People now see 
that women can succeed 
even in sectors like con-
struction,” she notes.

Vanaja is among 772 
women trained under 
this initiative across the 
State. So far, 154 have 
established centring units, 
while 16 have applied for 
assistance under PMEGP, 
with Detailed Project 
Reports already sent to 
districts for further sup-
port.

“There are so many 
opportunities if we are 
willing to step out of our 
comfort zones. With the 
right training and sup-
port, women can achieve 
much more than they im-
agine,” she says, summing 
up her journey.

A Computer Science graduate from A Computer Science graduate from 
Wanaparthy district, Peddhabudi Wanaparthy district, Peddhabudi 

Vanaja chose entrepreneurship over Vanaja chose entrepreneurship over 
a conventional job, building a thriving a conventional job, building a thriving 

construction support businessconstruction support business

Summer has arrived early, 
and with beach trips on 

the horizon, now is the perfect 
time to kickstart your fitness 
routine. While gym sessions 
are essential, diet plays an 
equally vital role in sculpting 
and maintaining a healthy 
body weight. Ritika Samaddar, 
Regional Head of Dietetics at 
Max Healthcare – New Delhi, 
recommends this straightfor-
ward, protein-rich plan fea-
turing California Almonds, 
Greek Yoghurt, and Salmon.

Morning Kickstart: 
California Almonds and 
Boiled Eggs

Begin your day with a few 
California Almonds.  Rich in 
protein, healthy fats, vitamin 
E, and magnesium, they help 
sustain energy levels without 
sudden spikes. They are an ex-
cellent addition to any fitness-

focused diet. Pair them with 
two boiled eggs for complete 
protein. This combo is port-
able, filling, and perfect for 
busy mornings.

Lunch: Grilled Chicken 
Breast Salad

Opt for grilled chicken 
breast tossed with mixed 
greens, cherry tomatoes, and 
cucumber. This meal delivers 
lean protein, fibre, and hydra-
tion from veggies, keeping you 
light yet satisfied through the 
afternoon.

Evening Snack: Greek Yo-
ghurt with Chia Seeds

Recharge in the late after-
noon with Greek yoghurt 
topped with a teaspoon of 
chia seeds. This snack delivers 
probiotics for gut health, sus-
tained energy, and a refresh-
ing, cooling effect.

Dinner: Baked Salmon with 
Quinoa

End your day with a baked 
salmon fillet served alongside 
cooked quinoa and steamed 
broccoli. This nutrient-rich 

plate offers omega-3 fatty 
acids for skin health, anti-
inflammatory benefits, and 
complete proteins to support 
overnight muscle repair. This 
simple routine emphasises 
supporting muscle building, 
controlling hunger, and aiding 
weight management. Avoid 
heavy carbs in the afternoons 
as they are difficult to digest. 
Aim for portion control, good 
hydration and light exercise. 
These easy, practical tips can 
help you stay fit and energised 
during the summer heat.

EAT SMART THIS SUMMER WITH 
THIS PROTEIN-PACKED DIET

Mamta Kulkarni says Indian 
women are not health conscious
THEIR LIVES REVOLVE AROUND THEIR HUSBANDS & CHILDREN 

Actress Mamta Kulkarni has opened 
up about her perspective on how she 

feels that Indian families, especially the 
women in Indian families, do not take 
care of their health and are absolutely zero 
health conscious.

 In a video shared by her on her own so-
cial media account, Mamta also said that 
the lives of most Indian women revolve 
around their families and taking care 
of their husbands and children, which 
is why they do not focus on their own 
health, stating that is absolutely wrong.

“I have noticed that some Indian fami-
lies, especially women often do not focus 
on workouts. They dedicate their lives 
to their children and husbands, which 
sometimes leads to poor health. The same 
applies to men and children,they are often 
not very health conscious.”

The actress also stated that she has seen 
even men and children in India coming 
to health clubs but just chit chat and do 
nothing about their health.

Further, she was seen expressing how 
important it is for each one to take care 
of their health.

Citing example of citizens of other 
countries, Mamta said that from kids 
to elders, everybody is very health con-
scious. From vitamin D to gymming, eve-
rybody takes care of their health, which is 
why they are so well built and fitter than 
Indians.

“Our body needs everything, including 

vitamin D. People often laugh at foreign-
ers wearing bikinis, but they don’t realise 
how much vitamin D they are getting. 
That contributes to better growth and fit-
ness. You will notice that many of them 
are taller and remain active even in their 
80s, running in gyms and staying fit. Even 
small children are active,they swim, dive, 
and play.”

She also cited her own example and 
said how she takes care of herself. “I now 
make it a point to spend time near the 
sea at least once or twice a week, usu-
ally on Saturdays, Sundays, or Mondays. 
This has been my process for many years, 
both physically and spiritually. Our body 
is made up of five elements: earth, water, 
fire, air, and sky.”

She added, “I visit the beach once a 
week or once in two weeks. What do I do 
there? I walk barefoot on the sand. It is be-
lieved that walking barefoot on the beach 
can help cure many ailments. When I can-
not go to the beach, I visit the health club 
instead. I go to the pool two to three times 
a week. I usually go around 2 pm, swim 
for an hour, and then spend at least an-
other hour or two sunbathing.”

She added, “I take sunbaths for two to 
three hours. I also swim, chat, and spend 
two to three hours here, sometimes from 
1 pm to 5:30 or 6 pm. I also take steam 
and then, if possible, walk barefoot on the 
beach. When I was in Dubai, I used to 
walk barefoot on JBR beach. On Fridays 
or Saturdays, I would spend time there 
and walk on the sand for an hour under 
the sun.”

Speaking about the benefits of walk-
ing bare feet on sand, Mamta said, “It is 
believed that the salt in the sand draws 
out impurities from the body. Some even 
say that people with paralysis can benefit 
from this practice if done consistently for 
a few months.”

She concluded, “You should spend time 
in the sun and in nature to stay healthy. 
Breathe deeply as I am doing now and 
meditate. I often meditate while looking 
at the sun for hours. Come closer to na-
ture, enjoy your food and life, but remem-
ber: if you are healthy, you are truly alive. 
You are your world. Jai Maa Bhavani.”

Actress Alaya F loves to 
stay on top of her fitness 

game. Through her latest so-

cial media post, the ‘Jawaani 
Jaaneman’ actress shared 
that she took 150 attempts 
to get a pose she saw on 
Instagram right.  Posting a 
clip of herself attempting the 
post, Alaya revealed that the 
exercise left her with peeled 
elbows and nausea.

“Here’s a short glimpse of 
some of the 150+ attempts, 
peeled elbows and no stop 
nausea it took me to success-
fully do a pose I saw on Ins-
tagram (sic)”, she captioned 
the post.

The ‘Freddy’ actress fur-
ther stressed that she is not 
encouraging anyone to push 
their physical limit beyond 
the necessary point.

Alaya said that it is always 
crucial to listen to one’s body.

“PS: this is not me ad-
vocating for pushing your 
body even when it feels 
completely done. It’s always 
super important to listen to 
your body because everyone 
is different! so please be 
rest assured, I know how 
much to push myself and 
when to stop but out of 
all the things my teachers 
call me, ‘stubborn’ is my 
favourite Thank you for 
always making sure than 
my stubbornness is never 
at the cost of my safety 
haha @sunpreet_sing”, 
she went on to write.

Talking about her 

professional commitments, 
Alaya will soon be a part of 
Hrithik Roshan-produced 
thriller series “Storm”. 

The much-discussed 
drama will have Parvathy 
Thiruvothu, 
Srishti Shrivas-
tava, Rrama 
Sharma, and 
Saba Azad 
playing key 
characters, 
along with 
others.

Suvinder Pal Vicky, Ash-
ish Vidyarthi, Rajit Kapur, 
Ashok Pathak, Gautam Rode, 
Priyanka Setia, and Ranjan 
Raj have also been roped in 
as the ancillary cast.

Talking about his next, 
Hrithik had shared, “What 
drew me to ‘Storm’ was the 

compelling world that Ajit-
pal has created. The story 
is raw, layered, and pow-
erful, with unforgettable 

characters which will be 
essayed by incredibly 
talented actors.”

Alaya F makes 150 attempts to get a pose 
right: Know how much to push yourself

CROSSWORD

DOWN

1 Causes air currents (5)

2 Stricken with shame (7)

4 Goad (4)

5 Inventor ____ Alva Edison (6)

6 Former Force India driver (5)

7 Egyptian capital (5)

9 Black bird (3)

12 Move backward (7)

14 Pull hard (3)

16 Hold on to (5)

17 Chose or selected (5)

19 Develop slowly (7)

20	 Noted	film	maker	Mahesh	___	(5)
21 Discharge from the army (5)

23 Horns (7)

24 Tie up (6)

25 Israeli submachine gun (3)

27 Metal pin (5)

28 Pasta sauce - “poets” anagram ? (5)

30 Like those waters that run deep (5)

32 __ __  arms : riled ? (2,2)

33 BSE deal (3)

ACROSS

SUDOKU

3 Cooking aids (5)
8 Thick slices (5)
10 A ___ being : one of us ? (5)
11 _ _ roll: having a long spell of 

success (2,1)
12 Mechanical man (5)
13 Distorted (7)
15 Extremely small (5)
18 Embrace (3)
19 Horse’s gait (6)
21 Grades (7)
22 Tinted (4)
23 Gaming stake (4)
24 Mao __ __ : thoughtful Chinese 

chairman ? (3,4)
26	 Figures	of	speech,	figurative	

usages of words (6)
29 Azidothymidine; a drug that 

improves the symptoms of aids 
(3)

31 Lhasa is its capital (5)
32 Usefulness (7)
34 Form (5)
35	 Prefix	for	“dermis”	or	“center”	

(3)
36 Hollywood  great ___ Davis (5)
37 Norse giant (5)
38 Mining for valuable minerals (5) Solution to April 9

Solution to April 9
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The current instability has sent shockwaves through the 
global system. Shockwaves that have disrupted supply 
chains, erupted geopolitical tensions. At the same time, 
energy markets have been fundamentally affected, it 
is in this environment where energy is our backbone 
 -Jyotiraditya Scindia,  Union Minister
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Whirlpool’s  
new products 

Whirlpool of India 
Limited launched 

new refrigerators range in 
the single door category, 
designed to address one 
of the most common 
challenges faced by us-
ers which is the hassle of 
manual defrosting. With 
the introduction of its Vi-
tamagicPro and IMPRO 
PLUS ranges, Whirlpool 
launched the largest range 
of Automatic Defrost re-
frigerators in the single 
door category, offering 
consumers a more con-
venient and stress-free 
refrigeration experience.

Offer from 
Paragon

Paragon unveiled a 
cashback offer on its 

women’s footwear col-
lection, as part of a key 
initiative to encourage 
purchase among women 
consumers.Under the 
offer, consumers receive 
an assured Rs 30 instant 
cashback through a sim-
ple QR-based process. 
Each product comes with 
a scratch-enabled QR 
code on the tag, which 
can be scanned to access 
the cashback page. 

UltraTech’s  
CSR activity

UltraTech Cement 
Limited’s integrat-

ed manufacturing unit 
Andhra Pradesh Cement 
Works (APCW) diverted 
over 800 metric tons of 
banana pseudostem waste 
from landfill through a 
unique model that ena-
bles sustainable waste 
management. To tackle 
the dual challenges of 
landfill burden and open-
air burning of banana 
waste in Tadipatri, the 
unit undertook Project 
Uday which enhanced 
livelihoods for 500 farm-
ers and 100 local women 
entrepreneurs by helping 
them convert agricultural 
residue into marketable 
eco-friendly products.

Antony Waste, 
JFE in pact

Antony Waste Han-
dling Cell Limited, 

an integrated waste man-
agement company, an-
nounced a strategic part-
nership with Japan-based 
JFE Engineering Corpo-
ration for two waste-to-
energy plants in Andhra 
Pradesh. This marks the 
first Japanese FDI into 
India’s waste-to-energy 
(WTE) sector and JFE En-
gineering Corporation’s 
entry into India’s waste 
management market. As 
part of the partnership, 
JFE Engineering will in-
vest 750 million Japanese 
yen to acquire a 25 per 
cent equity stake in An-
tony Waste’s two special 
purpose vehicles (SPVs).

XLRI Delhi-NCR’s 
convocation

XLRI Delhi-NCR suc-
cessfully concluded 

its 5th Annual Convo-
cation at its Delhi-NCR 
campus. A total of 207 
students graduated this 
year, including 178 stu-
dents from the Business 
Management (BM) pro-
gram and 30 students 
from the Innovation, 
Entrepreneurship & 
Venture Development 
(IEV) program, marking 
another milestone in the 
institution’s growth jour-
ney.The ceremony re-
flected XLRI’s continued 
commitment to nurtur-
ing responsible leaders 
equipped to contribute 
meaningfully to business 
and society. The graduat-
ing cohort benefited from 
robust placement out-
comes with 576 domestic 
and 2 international offers.

Strong buffers to shield India 
from oil volatility: World Bank
Growth seen at 6.6% in FY27 despite Middle East-driven oil risks

New Delhi

THE World Bank on Thurs-
day said India is well placed 
to weather the ongoing global 
energy shock, supported by 
strong macroeconomic buff-
ers such as high foreign ex-
change reserves, fiscal space 
and low inflation.

Addressing a conference a 
day after raising India’s GDP 
growth projection for FY27 to 
6.6 per cent, World Bank offi-
cials said the country entered 
the current Middle East-
driven oil market volatility 
from a position of strength. 
India had already demon-

strated resilience in the face 
of global trade turbulence 
in the previous fiscal. World 
Bank Regional Practice Di-
rector for South Asia, Sebas-
tian Eckardt, highlighted that 
India’s strong policy buffers 
and growth momentum pro-
vide room for policy support 
if required. He noted that 
structural reforms, including 
trade agreements and labour 
initiatives, are reinforcing the 
country’s growth trajectory.

According to the World 
Bank’s latest South Asia Eco-
nomic Update, India’s growth 
is estimated to have accel-
erated from 7.1 per cent in 
FY25 to 7.6 per cent in FY26, 
driven by robust domestic 
demand and resilient exports. 
Growth is projected to mod-
erate to 6.6 per cent in FY27, 
slightly higher than earlier 
estimates.

World Bank Lead Econo-

mist for India, Aurelien 
Kruse, said India remained 
the fastest-growing large 
economy in FY26 despite 
facing high global tariffs. He 
credited income tax cuts and 
GST rate reductions for sup-
porting consumption, while 
exports and investment per-
formed better than expected.

The report described the 
current scenario as a “major 
trade shock” with risks tilted 
to the downside, particularly 
due to oil price volatility. The 
World Bank assumes crude 
oil prices at USD 90–100 per 
barrel for FY27.

It also commended the 
government’s handling of 
the energy crisis, noting that 
authorities balanced sup-
ply management with price 
stability, avoiding extreme 
measures such as rationing 
while cushioning consumers 
from sharp price spikes.

WHY INDIA IS 
RESILIENT

l	India has strong 
buffers: Forex 
reserves, fiscal 
space, low inflation

l	FY26 growth seen 
at 7.6%, driven by 
demand and exports

l	India remains 
fastest-growing major 
economy despite 
tariffs

STOCK MARKETS SLIDE AS 
CEASEFIRE HOPES DIMINISH

Rising crude prices and Strait of Hormuz tensions dent investor sentiment

Mumbai

EQUITY benchmark indi-
ces ended lower on Thurs-
day, with the Sensex tum-
bling 931 points after a 
spectacular rally in the pre-
vious session, as renewed 
tensions in West Asia faded 
the ceasefire-led optimism. 
The ceasefire deal appeared 
to be at risk after Iran closed 
the Strait of Hormuz again 
in response to Israeli attacks 
on Lebanon. 

Weak trends in Asian and 

European markets, a jump 
in crude oil prices and un-
interrupted foreign fund 
outflows also made inves-
tors jittery in the domestic 
market. The 30-share BSE 
Sensex dropped 931.25 
points or 1.20 per cent to 
settle at 76,631.65. Dur-
ing the day, it dived 1,215 
points or 1.56 per cent to 
76,347.90. The 50-share 
NSE Nifty declined 222.25 
points or 0.93 per cent to 
end at 23,775.10. From the 

30-Sensex firms, InterGlobe 
Aviation, Larsen & Toubro, 
Eternal, HDFC Bank, ICICI 
Bank and Kotak Mahindra 
Bank were among the major 
laggards. Bharat Electronics, 
Power Grid, NTPC and Tata 
Consultancy Services were 
among the gainers. Brent 
crude, the global oil bench-
mark, jumped 3.27 per cent 
to $97.85 per barrel. 

"Ceasefire-led optimism 
faded as renewed US-Iran 
tensions and ongoing restric-

tions at the Strait of Hor-
muz pushed crude back up, 
reviving concerns around 
India's inflation. Domesti-
cally, profit-booking, rising 
10-year bond yields, and 
rupee weakness reduced 
near-term risk appetite. Fi-
nancials led the decline after 
the previous session's sharp 
rally amid sustained FII sell-
ing, while broader markets 
held relatively steady," Vinod 
Nair, Head of Research, Geo-
jit Investments Limited, said. 
Foreign Institutional Inves-
tors (FIIs) offloaded equities 
worth Rs2,811.97 crore on 
Wednesday, according to ex-
change data. 

Domestic Institutional 
Investors (DIIs), how-
ever, bought stocks worth 
Rs4,168.17 crore. US markets 
ended significantly higher on 
Wednesday.  "Indian markets 
witnessed a pullback, snap-
ping the recent five-session 
gaining streak as sentiment 
turned cautious amid fading 
confidence around the US-
Iran ceasefire.

Factors that 
pulled markets
l	Fading ceasefire 

optimism: Renewed 
tensions involving 
Iran and Israel dented 
investor confidence

l	Strait of Hormuz 
disruption fears: 
Iran’s move 
heightened worries 
over global oil supply

Blue Star expects 
20% volume 

growth this year

KOLKATA: Air-condi-
tioning and commercial 
refrigeration major Blue 
Star Limited expects around 
20 per cent growth in vol-
umes and about 25 per cent 
revenue growth this year, its 
managing director B Thia-
garajan said on Thursday.

He said the air-condi-
tioning industry is currently 
facing a total cost impact 
of around 13 per cent, 
comprising 5 per cent from 
revised energy labelling 
norms and about 8 per cent 
due to higher raw material 
prices.

"Out of this, the industry 
has already passed on about 
5-6 per cent to consumers, 
and another 5-7 per cent 
increase is expected in April 
to offset the remaining 
impact," Girish Hingorani, 
Vice President (Marketing - 
Unitary Cooling Products), 
said.

Thiagarajan added that 
margins, which typically 
stand at around 8.5 per cent 
for the business, have been 
squeezed recently due to 
cost pressures, with the 
company focused on push-
ing sales.

Morgan Stanley sees bull run in 
market, says will hit 95k mark

Earnings cycle revival, cheap valuations and strong domestic demand underpin bullish outlook

Mumbai

GLOBAL brokerage firm 
Morgan Stanley on Thursday 
said that Indian markets are 
poised for a strong rally with 
Sensex likely to touch 95,000 
level by December 2026. 

In its latest India Equity 
Strategy Playbook report, the 
brokerage firm said that the 
current combination of de-
pressed valuations, improv-
ing earnings momentum and 
cautious investor positioning 
reflects conditions typically 
seen near the end of market 
downturns.

In the base case, the head-
line index Sensex is expected 
to touch the 95,000 mark by 
December 2026, implying 
an upside potential of 22 per 
cent from Wednesday's clos-
ing, according to the broker-
age. It noted that downside 
risks appear limited com-
pared to potential gains, de-
scribing the present phase as 
an attractive entry point for 
long-term investors.

The brokerage also point-
ed out that India’s trailing 

market performance over the 
past year is close to historic 
lows, while relative valua-
tions have declined sharply.

However, underlying fun-
damentals remain strong, 
supported by robust domes-
tic demand, policy stabil-
ity and a recovery in capital 
expenditure. A major factor 
behind its bullish outlook is 
the revival in the earnings 
cycle. High-frequency indi-
cators point to strengthening 
trends across consumption, 
investment and services, 
even as market expectations 
remain subdued, the broker-
age noted.

Analysts also noted that 
India’s share of global corpo-

rate profits now exceeds its 
index weight by the widest 
margin on record.

The brokerage has expect-
ed positive earnings revisions 
going forward and said it re-
mains ahead of consensus 
estimates. Foreign investor 
positioning -- which has 
weakened in recent months 
-- could further support 
an upside surprise if earn-
ings momentum continues 
to improve. On valuations, 
Morgan Stanley pointed out 
that the Sensex is currently 
trading at its cheapest level 
when measured against gold, 
a long-term indicator often 
associated with major market 
turning points.

India Pharma Expo in 
Hyd from April 23
Hans Business 

Hyderabad

THE India Pharma Expo 2026 
is set to emerge as one of the 
most influential pharmaceutical 
industry gatherings in India, 
bringing together the entire 
pharma ecosystem under one 
roof. To be held from April 
23–25, 2026, at the HITEX 
Exhibition Centre, Hyderabad, 
the event will convene industry 
leaders, policymakers, innova-
tors, researchers, and technol-
ogy providers to explore the 
next phase of growth in phar-
maceuticals and life sciences. 
With the theme “India's Pharma 
Power – Building Global Bridges 
in Life Sciences & Innovation,” 
the expo will spotlight India’s 
expanding role in global drug 
manufacturing, vaccine produc-
tion, biotechnology research, 
and pharmaceutical exports. 
Co-located with the NextGen 
Pharma Summit & Awards, the 
event creates a dynamic plat-
form where policy, innovation, 
and business converge. It offers 
a unique ecosystem where 
knowledge meets networking, 
enabling insights to translate 
into actionable strategies.
The event is being hosted 
under the leadership of Chief 
Guest, Shri Duddilla Sridhar 
Babu, Hon’ble Minister for IT, 

Electronics & Communication, 
Industries & Commerce, and 
Legislative Affairs, Government 
of Telangana, and Shri C. Da-
modar Raja Narasimha, Hon’ble 
Minister for Health, Medical & 
Family Welfare, Government of 
Telangana.
It will also feature a distin-
guished lineup of industry lead-
ers, including Sarvesh Singh, 
CEO & Director, Telangana 
Lifesciences; Chakravarthi 
AVPS, Chairman, FOPE (Telan-
gana & Andhra Pradesh) and 
Global Ambassador, World 
Packaging Organisation; K 
Raja Bhanu, Director General, 
Pharmaceuticals Export Promo-
tion Council of India; Sudarshan 
Jain, Secretary General, Indian 
Pharmaceutical Alliance; and 
Dr. Jitendra Sharma, MD & 
CEO, AMTZ, among many other 
eminent speakers shaping the 
future of the pharmaceutical 
and life sciences sector.

Silver, gold rally 
falters as West Asia 
tensions resurface

NEW DELHI: Silver prices 
declined by Rs 7,800 to Rs 
2.43 lakh per kilogram in the 
national capital on Thurs-
day while gold fell to Rs 1.54 
lakh per 10 grams as inves-
tors booked profits amid con-
cerns over the durability of the 
fragile ceasefire in West Asia. 
According to the All India 
Sarafa Association, the white 
metal depreciated by Rs 7,800, 
or 3.10 per cent, to Rs 2,43,200 
per kg (inclusive of all taxes) 
from Wednesday’s closing lev-
el of Rs 2,51,000 per kg.

Gold of 99.9 per cent purity 
also decreased by Rs 1,500, or 
nearly 1 per cent, to Rs 1,54,900 
per 10 grams (inclusive of all 
taxes). The yellow metal had 
finished at Rs 1,56,400 per 10 
grams in the previous market 
session. Analysts said precious 
metals witnessed selling pres-
sure as uncertainty around 
the ceasefire between the US 
and Iran weighed on investors’ 
sentiment.”Gold prices de-
clined on Thursday, reversing 
most of the previous session’s 
gains as investors reassessed 
the fragile ceasefire in West 
Asia,” Saumil Gandhi, Senior 
Analyst of Commodities at 
HDFC Securities, said.

Chhattisgarh electricity 
department bags spl award

Hans Business 
Hyderabad

CHHATTISGARH State 
Power Generation Company 
Shyama Prasad Mukher-
jee Thermal Power Station 
(DSPM) Korba East achieved 
the third position at the 
national level with an out-
standing performance in the 
financial year 2025-26. For 
this achievement, Secretary 
of Energy and Chairman of 
Power Generation and Dis-
tribution Company Dr Ro-
hit Yadav has congratulated 
all the officers/employees of 
Generation Company.

SK Katiyar, Managing Di-
rector, Chhattisgarh State 
Power Generation Com-
pany, said “Our plants have 
performed excellently, with 
DSPM Korba East perform-
ing the best and bagging 
the third position at the na-
tional level. It is the result 
of our efficient management 
and regular maintenance 
of the plants that our plant 
has achieved this record at 
the national level by per-
forming much higher than 

the prescribed parameters. 
Power units of both (2×250 
MW) capacity of DSPM have 
achieved 91 per cent PLF 
(Plant Load Factor) in 2025-
26. DSPM has increased the 
pride of Chhattisgarh State 
Power Generation Company 
by achieving 91 per cent PLF 
more than the target of 85 
per cent set by CEA (Central 
Electricity Authority) and 
CSERC (Chhattisgarh State 
Electricity Regulatory Com-
mission).

Apart from this, Chhat-
tisgarh State Power Genera-
tion Company has achieved 
another achievement. The 
overall performance of the 
Chhattisgarh State Power 
Generation in the annual 

evaluation of the Central 
Electricity Authority (CEA) 
has also been good, in which 
the Chhattisgarh State Power 
Generation Company ranks 
third among the 33 institu-
tions and ranks in the top 
three category. Shri SK Kati-
yar expressed happiness over 
the excellent performance of 
the Power Generation Com-
pany and said that with this 
achievement, Chhattisgarh 
State Power Generation 
Company has got a stronger 
recognition on the energy 
production platform of the 
country. We will continue to 
give our best presentation 
and strive for the company's 
progress. Information of 
DSPM.

TCS Q4 net profit 
jumps to `13,718 cr

Mumbai

COUNTRY'S largest IT ser-
vices company TCS on Thurs-
day reported a 12.22 per cent 
jump in its March quarter net 
profit at Rs 3,718 crore.

The Tata Group com-
pany reported a net profit of 
Rs12,224 crore in the January-
March period last year and 
Rs10,657 crore in the preced-
ing December quarter.

For fiscal year 2025-26, 
TCS' PAT inched up 1.35 
per cent to Rs49,210 crore, 
as against Rs48,553 crore in 
FY25. From a headcount per-
spective, the company added 
2,356 jobs in Q4 to take the 
overall number of employees 
to 5,84,519 as on March 31, 
2026, marking the first quar-
ter of net addition after two 
consecutive quarters of a fall.

The company's employee 
base declined by 23,460 in 
FY26, a year in which it be-
gan an exercise to cut 12,000 
jobs because of changes in the 
technology landscape.

TCS is the first company in 
the $315 billion Indian IT sec-
tor to report its earnings for 

the fiscal year 2025-26, which 
saw a deepening of artificial 
intelligence (AI) technologies 
and subsequent concerns on 
the employee intensivity in 
the sector which produces one 
of the best quality jobs in the 
economy.

In the reporting quar-
ter, its revenue from opera-
tions jumped 9.64 per cent 
to Rs 70,698 crore from the 
Rs64,479 crore in the year-
ago period, while the same for 
the full fiscal jumped 4.58 per 
cent to Rs 2.67 lakh crore.

The operating profit mar-
gin expanded to 25.3 per 
cent in the March quarter, 
up from 24.2 per cent in the 
year-ago period. Its chief ex-
ecutive and managing direc-
tor K Krithivasan said this is 
the third consecutive quar-
ter of sequential growth and 
added that the momentum 
was broad based across major 
markets and industries.

"While the macro-eco-
nomic headwinds continue, 
we see sustained customer 
conviction in technology in-
vestments, which positions 
us well for the opportunities 
ahead," he said.

It signed new deals of $12 
billion in the three months, 
led by North America at $5.4 
billion and the banking, fi-
nancial services and insur-
ance business at $2.8 billion.

The voluntary attrition 
stood at 13.7 per cent at the 
end of the quarter, and the 
company's chief human re-
sources officer Sudeep Kun-
numal said it will be reverting 
to implementing salary hikes 
across the organisation from 
April 1 onwards.
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ACTRESS Priyanka Mohan made a strong impression 
in Tamil cinema with her breakout performance in 

Doctor alongside Sivakarthikeyan. The film became a 
massive success, and Priyanka’s charm, natural acting, 

and confident screen presence quickly won over 
audiences. With such a powerful debut, many expected 
the young actress to rapidly rise as one of the leading 
faces of South Indian cinema.

However, after the success of Doctor, Priyanka 
has been waiting for another major project that can 
match the scale and impact of her debut. Although 
she has continued to appear in several films, fans 
believe she deserves a stronger, more impactful role 
that can fully showcase her talent and bring her 
back into the spotlight in a big way.

Despite the wait for a major blockbuster, 
Priyanka is keeping the spotlight firmly on herself 
through her growing presence on social media. 
The actress recently grabbed attention with a 
striking new photoshoot that quickly went viral 
online.

In the pictures, Priyanka dazzles in a stylish 
black embellished spaghetti-strap midi dress 
paired with a flowing pink organza cape and 
elegant black heels. Her smoky eye makeup, 
confident posture, and graceful presence have 

impressed fans, who flooded the comments 
section with praise.

The glamorous look has once again reminded 
audiences of her strong screen appeal and star 

potential. While fans continue to wait for her next 
big film announcement, Priyanka Mohan’s latest photos 

prove that she remains a captivating presence both on 
and off the screen.

Priyanka Mohan 
captivates  

with striking  
photoshoot

INCA announces first awards winners; Naga 
Chaitanya, Mirai and Anil Ravipudi shine

T
HE Indian Na-
tional Cine Academy 
(INCA) has officially 

announced the winners of 
its first-ever INCA Awards, 
recognizing outstanding 
achievements across Indian 
cinema. Representing twelve 
languages and twelve film 
industries, the academy re-
vealed winners in 25 catego-
ries, celebrating excellence 
among actors, filmmakers, 
and technicians.

In the Telugu category, 
Naga Chaitanya won Best 
Actor for his performance in 
Thandel, while Mirai Super 
Yodha, produced by People 
Media Factory, was named 
Best Telugu Film. Popular 
filmmaker Anil Ravipudi 
secured the Best Direc-
tor award for Sankranthiki 
Vasthunnam.

Among the Hindi 
winners, Ranveer Singh 

took home Best Actor for 
Dhurandhar, while Chhaava, 
produced by Dinesh Vijan 
and Maddock Films, won 
Best Film. Meanwhile, 
Kannada cinema dominated 
with Kantara: A Legend – 
Chapter 1, earning multiple 
honours including Best 
Actor and Best Director for 

Rishab Shetty.
The awards also recog-

nised technical achieve-
ments such as cinema-
tography, music, editing, 
choreography, and produc-
tion design. Winners were 
chosen by a distinguished 
jury comprising experienced 
members from the Indian 

film industry.
The inaugural INCA 

Awards ceremony will be 
held on April 16 in Mumbai, 
where leading directors, 
actors, technicians, and 
producers from across India 
are expected to attend. The 
event is set to become a 
significant annual platform 

celebrating the diversity and 
creative excellence of Indian 
cinema.

The INCA Awards aim 
to create a comprehensive 
national platform celebrat-
ing talent across multiple 
regional industries, reflect-
ing the diversity and creative 
strength of Indian cinema.

Nani’s ‘Aaya Sher’ from ‘The 
Paradise’ sets new record; 
crosses 100 million views

NATURAL Star Nani’s 
much-awaited film 

The Paradise, directed by 
Srikanth Odela, is already 
creating massive buzz even 
before its release. The film 
has been generating strong 
excitement with its glimpse, 
posters, and especially the 
first single “Aaya Sher,” 
which has turned into a 
sensational chartbuster.

Composed by Rockstar 
Anirudh Ravichander, the 
high-energy track has cap-
tured the attention of au-
diences across platforms. 
Since its release, the song 
has been trending con-
tinuously on YouTube and 
social media, achieving 
an impressive milestone 
of over 101 million views. 
Notably, “Aaya Sher” has 
become the fastest song 
featuring Nani to cross the 
100-million mark, making 
it a record-setting moment 
in the actor’s career. It is 
also the first Nani song to 
reach this milestone even 
before the film’s theatrical 
release.

A major factor behind 
the song’s viral success is 
Nani’s electrifying screen 
presence. His energetic 
dance moves, intense atti-
tude, and catchy hook step 
quickly went viral, inspir-
ing fans worldwide to rec-
reate the steps. Instagram 
reels and YouTube dance 
covers featuring the track 
have further boosted its 
popularity.

The makers also ensured 

that the song matched its 
musical energy visually. A 
massive slum set was spe-
cially constructed for the 
shoot, giving the sequence 
a raw and grand cinematic 
feel.

Produced by Sudhakar 
Cherukuri under the SLV 
Cinemas banner, The Para-
dise is slated for a world-
wide theatrical release on 
August 21, with expecta-
tions continuing to rise.

Thiruveer, Aishwarya 
Rajesh’s ‘Oh..! 

Sukumari’ wraps filming
YOUNG actor Thiruveer 

and talented actress 
Aishwarya Rajesh have 
teamed up for the upcoming 
village-based entertainer Oh..! 
Sukumari, which has now 
completed its entire shooting 
schedule. The film is directed 
by debutant Bharath Darshan 
and produced by Maheshwara 
Reddy Mooli under the Ganga 
Entertainments banner.

Both Thiruveer and Aish-
warya Rajesh are currently 
riding high on the success 
of their previous films, and 
their collaboration has already 
generated considerable interest 
among audiences. The film 

marks the second project from 
Ganga Entertainments after 
the critically acclaimed Shivam 
Bhaje. Earlier released first-
look posters received a positive 
response, raising expectations 
around the film.

To celebrate the completion 
of the shoot, the makers shared 
a special photograph featuring 
Thiruveer and the entire team, 
capturing a cheerful moment 
as they marked the milestone 
together.

The film boasts a strong 
technical crew. Cinematogra-
pher C.H. Kushender, known 
for his work in Razakar and 
Polimera, is handling the 

camera. Music for the film 
is composed by Bharath 
Manchiraju, a disciple of 
legendary composer M. M. 
Keeravani. Tirumala M. Tiru-
pati of Balagam fame serves 
as the art director, while 
Sri Varaprasad is the editor. 
Costume design is handled 
by Anu Reddy Akkati, and 
popular lyricist Poornachari 
has penned the songs.

The makers have also an-
nounced that Oh..! Suku-
mari will release in multiple 
languages including Telugu, 
Tamil, Malayalam, Kannada, 
and Hindi, aiming to reach a 
wider audience across India.

ARJUN AMBATI’S  

‘PARAMAPADA SOPANAM’ 

LOCKS APRIL 24 RELEASE DATE

ACTOR Arjun Ambati, who 
gained recognition with di-

verse films like Ardhanari, Theppa 
Samudram, and Wedding Diaries, 
is gearing up for the release of his 
latest film Paramapada Sopan-
am. The actor, who also became 
popular among family audiences 
through the reality show Bigg 
Boss, is currently playing a key 
role in Ram Charan’s upcoming 
pan-India film Peddi.

In Paramapada Sopanam, Ar-
jun Ambati plays the lead role 
alongside actress Jennifer Em-
manuel. The film is presented by 
Ganaparthi Swetha and produced 
under the Swayambhu Creations 
banner by Ganaparthi Narayana 
Rao and Telaprolu Prasanna An-
janeyulu, with Pulagam Supriya 
serving as co-producer.

The film is written and directed 
by Naga Siva, a former assistant 
director to Puri Jagannadh. He has 
also handled the story, screenplay, 
and dialogues, crafting the film as 
an engaging entertainer aimed at 
appealing to audiences across dif-

ferent sections. Music for the film 
is composed by Davzand, who 
previously gained recognition for 
his work in the film Eagle. As part 
of the promotions, lyrical songs 
like “Chinni Chinni Tappulevo” 
and “Boom Boom,” along with the 
teaser, have received a positive re-
sponse from audiences.

With post-production work 
now completed, the makers have 
officially announced that Para-
mapada Sopanam will hit theatres 
on April 24. The recently released 
poster featuring Arjun Ambati in 
an intense look has also garnered 
considerable attention online.

‘Sarkar Bai’ launched  
with grand pooja ceremony
THE upcom-

ing Telugu 
film Sarkar Bai, 
set against a 
Telangana social 
backdrop, was 
formally launched 
with a grand pooja 
ceremony at the 
Secunderabad 
Ganesh Temple in 
Hyderabad.

The film fea-
tures Sriram Nirmala and Sai Keerthana in 
the lead roles and is being directed by Lara. 
During the muhurtham ceremony, producer 
Tummala Prafull Ram Reddy switched on 
the camera, while director Lara directed 
the first shot. Telangana Income Tax officer 
Dasya Nayak gave the ceremonial clap for the 
muhurtham scene, and guests extended their 
best wishes to the film’s team.

Speaking at the event, director Lara 
revealed that the film is inspired by real 

incidents from 
1985, focusing 
on issues such 
as water dis-
putes and caste 
discrimination. 
She said the 
story reflects 
the struggles 
and realities 
of people and 
aims to high-
light socially 

relevant themes.
The film also features actors Baahubali 

Prabhakar, Naga Mahesh, Dil Ramesh, Cha-
laki Chanti, Chittibabu, Shivani Reddy and 
Nupur Mukherjee in key roles.

Filmmaker Prem Raj, who attended the 
event, encouraged audiences to support films 
rooted in Telangana culture. The makers 
announced that the remaining cast will be 
finalized soon and shooting is expected to 
begin later this month.

‘Diamond Decoyit’ set for 
release; special free shows 

announced for women
THE much-talked-about Telugu fam-

ily emotional drama Diamond De-
coyit is gearing up for a grand theatrical 
release across Andhra Pradesh and Tel-
angana on April 10. Ahead of the release, 
the film’s pre-release event was held at 
the Telugu Film Chamber of Commerce, 
where the team shared key details about 
the project.

One of the major highlights an-
nounced by the makers is a special ini-
tiative for women audiences. The team 
revealed that four shows of the film will 
be screened free of cost for women in 
theatres across the Telugu states, inviting 
them to watch the movie in large num-
bers.

The film features Partha Gopal as the 
lead actor, who has also produced the 
project, while Meghana Reddy plays the 
female lead. Directed by Surya G. Yadav, 
the movie is described as a family emo-
tional drama filled with strong senti-
ments and heartfelt moments. The mak-
ers believe the film’s powerful climax will 
leave a lasting impact on audiences.

The promotional content has already 
received encouraging responses. Veteran 
filmmaker K. Raghavendra Rao appre-
ciated the trailer after watching it, and 
several film personalities who attended 
preview screenings reportedly praised 
the film.

Another notable aspect is that the 
movie was shot across more than 60 pic-
turesque locations in Kadapa district, of-
fering fresh visuals. With its emotional 
narrative and family-oriented theme, the 
team is confident the film will connect 
with audiences of all age groups.


