
2 THURSDAY 9 APRIL  2026 | THE HANS INDIA | VIJAYAWADA

Hans News Service 
Guntur  

MINISTER for BC Welfare, 
EWS Welfare, Handlooms 
and Textiles S Savitha 
called upon youth to 
emerge as entrepreneurs 
and generate employment 
opportunities for oth-
ers. She stated that Chief 
Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu’s vision is to develop 
at least one entrepreneur 
from every household. She 
assured that the govern-

ment is extending full sup-
port and encouragement to 
aspiring entrepreneurs who 
come forward to establish 
industries. She was speak-
ing at a one-day awareness 
seminar on opportunities 
for economically weaker 
sections in MSME parks 

held at Nagarjuna Univer-
sity on Wednesday. She 
appreciated the initiative of 
organising awareness pro-
grammes for economically 
weaker sections among 
upper castes regarding 
the establishment of small 
and medium industries 

in MSME parks. She said 
the coalition government 
is committed to uplifting 
EWS communities and 
eradicating poverty. She 
said that CM Naidu, Dep-
uty Chief Minister Pawan 
Kalyan, and Minister for 
HRD Nara Lokesh are 
working tirelessly to make 
Andhra Pradesh a leader 
in the industrial sector. 
She reiterated the govern-
ment’s goal of creating 2 
million jobs by 2029, as 
promised during elections. 
Within just 22 months of 
the coalition government, 
investments worth over Rs 
25 lakh crore have been 
attracted to the state, she 
said.EWS Principal Sec-
retary K Sunitha, MSME 
CEO M Vishva, Vice-
Chancellor Prof Gangadhar 
Rao were among those who 
participated. 

Youth told to grow as entrepreneurs
• A one-day awareness 

seminar on 
opportunities for 
economically weaker 
sections in MSME parks 
was held

• Minister for BC 
Welfare, EWS Welfare, 
Handlooms and Textiles 
S Savitha takes part

Minister for BC Welfare and Handlooms S Savitha addressing 
an awareness meeting at Acharya Nagarjuna University on 
Wednesday
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MINISTER for Handlooms and Tex-
tiles S Savitha stated that ensuring 
a dignified livelihood for handloom 
workers is the primary objective 
of the coalition government. She 
said that a free electricity scheme 
for weavers has been implemented 
from April 1. Representatives of the 
Andhra Pradesh Padmasali Associa-
tion met Savitha at her camp office 
in Tadepalli on Wednesday. They 
invited her to attend the Padmasali 

Mahasabha scheduled to be held on 
April 26.

Speaking on the occasion, she said 
that significant benefits are being ex-
tended to weavers under the present 
government. She highlighted that a 
pension of Rs 4,000 is being provided 
to handloom workers aged 50 years 
and above. An annual allocation of 
Rs 5 crore is being made towards the 
thrift fund, and a 15% subsidy is be-
ing provided on yarn.

She further stated that a new tex-
tiles policy has been introduced, 
under which mega and mini clus-
ters are being established across the 
state. Steps have also been taken to 
increase the sale of handloom prod-
ucts through APCO. Under the 
Mudra scheme, financial assistance 
of Rs 24.43 crore has been provided 
to 2,640 weavers. The government 

is also organising handloom exhibi-
tions across the state to boost sales. 
Since April 2024, credit facilities 
worth Rs 78.73 crore have been ex-
tended to 109 primary handloom 
cooperative societies.

She emphasised that the govern-
ment is committed to safeguarding 
the health of weavers, and meas-
ures are being taken under a Uni-
versal Health Policy to ensure their 
well-being. She reiterated that the 
coalition government is dedicated 
to enabling weavers to lead a digni-
fied life. Savitha unveiled the poster 
for the Padmasali Mahasabha. AP 
Padmasali Association president 
Jaggarapu Srinivasa Rao and other 
representatives including Munaga-
pati Venkateswara Rao, Anjibabu, 
Vijayanagendra, and Bandaru Ben-
erjee were present.

‘Dignified livelihood for weavers is govt motto’
• Minister for Handlooms and 

Textiles S Savitha said that 
significant benefits are being 
extended to weavers by the 
present government
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DIRECTOR General of Police 
Harish Kumar Gupta congratu-
lated Harshita Medara for se-
curing an All India Rank of 520 
in the Civil Services Examina-
tion. Harshita is the daughter 
of Sudhakar, who serves as an 
Inspector in the Vijayawada 
Traffic Department. She com-
pleted her entire education in 
Vijayawada. Her mother, Chan-
draleela, is a homemaker.

After completing her B Tech 
in Computer Science in 2021, 
Harshita focused on preparing 
for the Civil Services Examina-
tion and achieved success in her 
fourth attempt, showcasing de-
termination and perseverance. 
On Wednesday, Harshita, along 
with her father, met the DGP at 
the State Police Headquarters 

in Mangalagiri. On the occa-
sion, the DGP felicitated her 
with a shawl and presented a 
memento in recognition of her 
achievement. Praising her ac-
complishment, the DGP said it 
is a matter of pride that a young 
woman from a police family has 
excelled in one of the country’s 

most prestigious examinations. 
He noted that her success story 
would serve as an inspiration to 
many aspiring candidates. He 
further expressed confidence 
that Harshita would achieve 
greater heights in the future and 
contribute meaningfully to the 
service of the nation.

Inspector’s daughter gets 
patted for success in Civils

Director General of Police Harish Kumar Gupta felicitating Harshita 
Medara on wednesday
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CH Baburao, State Secretariat Member of 
Communist Party of India (Marxist), termed 
the cancellation of land allotment to Lulu 
International Holdings as a major victory 
for people’s struggle. He asserted that move-
ments to protect government lands and op-
pose indiscriminate allocation to corporates 
will continue.

The state government informed the High 
Court through the Advocate General that 
it has withdrawn its earlier decision to allot 
land at the old RTC bus stand in Vijayawada 
for the construction of a Lulu Mall. The deci-
sion follows a Public Interest Litigation filed 
by farmer leader Vadde Shobhanadreeswara 
Rao, challenging the allotment.

Baburao said the government’s move to 
cancel the allotment is a clear outcome of 
sustained public protests and legal interven-
tion. He criticised the earlier decision as a vi-
olation of rules and an attempt to hand over 
valuable public land to a large multinational 
corporation. He pointed out that the govern-

ment had issued GO No 137 on July 5, 2025, 
leasing 4.17 acres of land worth nearly Rs 
400 crore at the old RTC bus stand to Lulu 
Group for 99 years at a nominal rate of Rs 
1.50 per square foot. The proposal also per-
mitted construction of a three-storey com-
mercial complex over 2.32 lakh square feet.

Stating that Lulu is a multinational com-
pany with operations across 25 countries 
and a turnover of over Rs 66,000 crore, 
Baburao said several protests were organ-
ised by CPM, Left parties, trade unions, and 
civil society groups against the allotment. A 
united citizens’ forum had also spearheaded 
the agitation.

He alleged that the allocation would have 
weakened the RTC system and adversely im-
pacted small and medium traders in the city. 
Due to combined public and legal pressure, 
the government was compelled to with-
draw its decision, he said. Baburao warned 
that any future attempts to allocate public 
lands in violation of norms will be strongly 
resisted, and reiterated that people’s move-
ments to safeguard government properties 
will continue.

Cancellation of land allotment
people’s victory: CPM
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THE alumni association 
elections of the historic 
Government Arts College 
(Autonomous), which has 
a legacy spanning over 
140 years as a college, were 
held unanimously. Mulla 
Madhava Rao was re-
elected as president of the 
prestigious alumni body 
for another term. Having 
served in the position for 
the past five years, he will 
now continue till 2031. 
Bhavani Shankar Reddy 
was elected as secretary, 
SSR Bhargav as vice-pres-
ident, and S Vijayalakshmi 
as treasurer.

The election process 
was overseen by return-
ing officers Gummadi 
Devi Bhavani, T Nagendra 
Babu and Mandala Gouri 
Naidu, under the super-

vision of the associa-
tion’s founding president 
Gampa Leelamohana Rao. 
Notification for the elec-
tion was issued on April 
3. As only one nomination 
was filed for each post, the 
election officers declared 
the results unanimous 
after scrutiny of nomina-
tions on Wednesday.

College Principal Ra-
machandra RK congratu-

lated the newly elected 
office-bearers and urged 
the alumni association to 
continue extending sup-
port for securing NAAC 
accreditation and main-
taining the autonomous 
status of the college. 
President Mulla Madhava 
Rao said the association 
would work towards en-
hancing the institution’s  
reputation.

Mulla Madhav re-elected as 
Arts College alumni president

Government Arts College (Autonomous) Principal 
Ramachandra RK congratulating the re-elected alumni 
president Mulla Madhava Rao and other office-bearers
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PALNADU district 
collector Kritika Shuk-
la has directed offi-
cials to expedite the 
construction works of 
the new Government 
Medical College and 
its affiliated hospital in 
Piduguralla.

She stated that all 
necessary steps are be-
ing taken to commence 
outpatient medical 
services at the new 
government teaching 
hospital in Piduguralla. 
She conducted a review 
meeting with officials 
to assess the progress of 

the construction works 
of the medical college 
and the attached hos-
pital. She reviewed the 
progress achieved so 
far. Officials informed 
that construction is un-
derway in three main 
blocks of the college 
laboratories, adminis-
tration, and lecture gal-
leries. They also stated 
that the outpatient, in-
patient, diagnostic, and 
emergency blocks will 
be completed soon. 
She instructed that all 
pending works be com-
pleted at the earliest. 
DMHO Dr Ravi, DCH 
Prasuna were among 
those who participated.

Collector reviews  
govt medical  
college works


