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Despite Tehran’s claims, it is ‘goals accomplished’ for the US and Israel

N interesting aspect of the

war in West Asia is that now
both sides can declare victory—
with some justification. From the
perspective of the United States and
Israel, the primary objectives were
met in the first few days—many of
them within hours, when the bel-
ligerent allies eliminated Iran’s Su-
preme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei and a section of the political and
military top brass. While the Iranian
armed forces are resisting the US-
Israel attacks, their capabilities have
been seriously degraded. The Ira-
nians may have shot down US air-
craft but that is an exception rather
than the rule; they have control over
their airspace. US President Donald
Trump has already claimed victory.

He wrote in a social media post,
“The reason for doing so [accepting
Pakistan-brokered ceasefire] is that
we have already met and exceeded
all Military objectives, and are very
far along with a definitive Agree-
ment concerning Longterm PEACE
with Iran, and PEACE in the Mid-
dle East. We received a 10-point
proposal from Iran, and believe it is
aworkable basis on which to negoti-
ate (sic)”

Iran’s 10-point conditions that
the US finds “workable” include:
non-aggression; continuation of
Iran’s control over the Strait of Hor-
muz; acceptance of enrichment; lift-
ing all primary sanctions; lifting all
secondary sanctions; termination of
all Security Council resolutions; ter-

mination of all International Atom-
ic Energy Agency (IAEA) Board of
Governors resolutions; payment of
compensation to Iran; withdrawal
of US combat forces from the re-
gion; and cessation of war on all
fronts, including against the heroic
Islamic Resistance of Lebanon. This
gives Iran reason to claim that it
has been able to withstand the sus-
tained assault by the world’s mighti-
est military, in alliance with the re-
gional power, Israel, for more than a
month. Trump’s vow to bomb Iran’s
power plants and send the country
“back to the stone ages” notwith-
standing, Tehran’s enemies have not
been able to force open the Strait of
Hormuz. Trump’s warnings became
chillier; just before 12 hours of his

ultimatum expired, he posted a
warning on social media: “A whole
civilization will die tonight” The
clerical regime, however, refused to
blink, leading to a two-week cease-
fire. If the war ends after the cul-
mination of the ceasefire on as-is-
where-is basis, it will be a victory of
the US-Israel alliance, for they will
have militarily truncated a power-
ful regime in the Middle East which
has been spreading jihad all over
the world. Regime change would
have been the icing on the cake, but
Trump would still be happy because
he achieved the goals with negligi-
ble American casualties. Ditto with
Israel. Iran, on the other hand, has
lost the deadly nuclear and other
capabilities, which it had till a few

months ago. Rebuilding degraded
military capabilities, restoring de-
terrence, and reviving its nuclear
programme—if it chooses to do
so—will require time, resources,
and a degree of strategic patience
that may test the regime internally.
The economic toll, compounded by
sanctions and wartime destruction,
will further constrain its options.
In this sense, even as Tehran claims
moral and political victory, it does
so from a position of significantly
diminished capacity. What remains
uncertain is whether this uneasy
equilibrium marks the beginning
of a more stable regional order—
or merely an interlude before the
next, perhaps more dangerous,
confrontation.
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N the coming days, India

will be immersed in a fes-
tive season, with celebra-
tions taking place across the
length and breadth of the
nation.

The people of Assam will
mark Rongali Bihu while
Odisha will celebrate Maha
Bishuba Pana Sankranti. In
West Bengal, Poila Boishakh
will usher in the Bengali
New Year and in Kerala,
Vishu will be observed
with immense enthusiasm.
Tamil Nadu will celebrate
Puthandu, while in Punjab
and other parts of Northern
India will rejoice Baisakhi,
which will usher in a spirit
of hope and positivity. I
convey my best wishes to all
those across India and the
world on this festive occa-
sion. May these auspicious
occasions bring happiness
and prosperity to everyone.

Furthermore, on April 11,
we will commence the 200th
birth anniversary celebra-
tions of Mahatma Phule and
on the 14th, India will pay
homage to Dr Babasaheb
Ambedkar on his Jayanti.

In addition to these spe-
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HE Karnataka Legislative

Assembly recently passed
the Karnataka Freedom of
Choice in Marriage and Preven-
tion and Prohibition of Crimes
in the Name of Honour and
Tradition (Eva Nammava Eva
Nammava)’ Bill, which point-
edly states that “the consent of
parents, family, caste, or clan is
not necessary once two adult
individuals agree to go into
wedlock. The phrase ‘Eva Nam-
mava Eva Nammava dates to
the philosophy of the 12th cen-
tury social reformer Basavanna.
It is a part of one of his ‘vacha-
nas, that translates to “..... do
not ask who he is, who he is,
who heis....”

“Say he is our own, he is our
own, he is our own.

Lord Koodalasangama, say
he is a son of your house,”

That message of inclusivity
highlighted the need for inclu-
sivity, in the context of Basa-
vanna having facilitated a Dalit
man’s marriage to a Brahmin
woman that led to an intense
social turmoil and violence.

The aim of the legislation is
to provide legal protection to
couples who are facing threats
of violence or coercion in inter-
caste relationships, recognising
the need to curb the alarming

cial occasions, when the
spirit of renewal fills our
hearts and minds, our na-
tion stands at the threshold
of another historic occasion.
It is an opportunity to deep-
en the foundations of our
democracy and to reaffirm
our collective commitment
to equality and inclusion.

On the 16th of April, Par-
liament will be convened to
discuss and pass an impor-
tant bill that advances wom-
en’s reservation. To describe
this merely as a legislative
exercise would be an under-
statement. It is a reflection
of the aspirations of crores
of women across India. It is
an affirmation of a principle
that has long guided our civ-
ilisational ethos, that soci-
ety progresses when women
progress.

Women constitute nearly
half of Indias population.
Their contributions to our
nation are vast and invalu-
able. Today, India is wit-
nessing remarkable achieve-
ments by women across
every field. From science
and technology to entrepre-
neurship, from sports to the
armed forces and from mu-
sic to arts, women are at the
forefront of India’s progress.

Over the years, sustained
efforts have been made to
create an enabling environ-
ment for their empower-
ment. Greater access to
education, improved health-
care, enhanced financial
inclusion and better access
to basic amenities have
strengthened the founda-
tions of women’s participa-
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tion in economic and social
life. Yet, their representation
in the world of politics and
legislative bodies has not
always been commensurate
with their role in society.
This is particularly unfortu-
nate because when they par-
ticipate in administration
and decision-making, they
bring along experiences and
insights that enrich public
discourse and improve the
quality of governance.

It is imperative that the
2029 Lok Sabha elections
and Assembly elections to
various states in the com-
ing times are conducted
with women’s reservation in
place.

Over the decades, there
have been repeated efforts
to provide women with their
rightful place in democratic
institutions by the previ-
ous governments. Commit-
tees were made; bill drafts
were introduced but they
never saw the light of day.
But the broad consensus

has remained that women’s
representation in legisla-
tive bodies must increase.
In September 2023, Parlia-
ment passed the Nari Shakti
Vandan Adhiniyam with the
same spirit of consensus. I
consider it to be among the
most special occasions of
my life.

This  opportunity  to
ensure women’s reserva-
tion also resonates deeply
with the spirit of our Con-
stitution. The makers of
our Constitution, notably
the distinguished women
members of the Constitu-
ent Assembly, envisioned
a society where equality is
both enshrined and realised
in practice. Strengthening
women’s participation in
legislative institutions is an
important step towards ful-
filling that vision. It reflects
our commitment to build-
ing a society where every
citizen has an equal stake in
shaping the nation’s destiny.

This is a moment that

aspirations of crores of women across
India. It is an affirmation of a principle
that has long guided our civilisational
ethos, that society progresses when
women progress.

cannot be deferred any
longer. Every delay in ad-
vancing women’s represen-
tation is, in effect, a delay
in strengthening the quality
and inclusiveness of our de-
mocracy.

For decades, the need
for greater participation of
women in legislative insti-
tutions has been acknowl-
edged, discussed and reaf-
firmed. To postpone action
now would mean extending
an imbalance that we already
recognise and have the ca-
pacity to correct. At a time
when India is moving for-
ward with confidence and
purpose, it is essential that
our institutions reflect the
aspirations of all citizens, es-
pecially those who form half
our population.

Timely action will not
only honour long-standing
commitments but also en-
sure that the momentum of
progress is sustained. This
is truly a historic opportu-
nity to make our democracy

Shakti!

more representative, respon-
sive and future-ready.

This moment calls for col-
lective action. It is not about
any one government, party
or individual. It is about
the nation recognising the
importance of this step and
coming together to realise it.
It is what we owe to our Nari
Shakti.

That is why the passage of
a bill for women’s reservation
should reflect the broadest
possible consensus and be
guided by the larger national
interest. Such opportuni-
ties call upon us to act not
for ourselves, but for future
generations. They remind us
that the true strength of a de-
mocracy lies in its ability to
evolve and to become more
inclusive over time.

As we approach this his-
toric Parliament sitting, I ap-
peal to all Members of Par-
liament, across party lines,
to come together in support
of this important step for
the women of India. Let us
seize this opportunity with
a sense of responsibility and
purpose. Let us act in a man-
ner that reflects the highest
traditions of our democracy.

India has always shown
that when it comes to mat-
ters of national importance,
it can rise above differences
and act with unity. This is
one such moment.

Let us move forward to-
gether and strengthen Con-
stitutional values and em-
power our Nari Shakti for
national progress.

(The writer is the Prime
Minister of India)

increase in violence, harass-
ment, threats, and ostracism,
perpetrated in the name of
caste, hierarchy, honour and
custom. It also notes that such
crimes disproportionately af-
fect women. The step was ne-
cessitated by the fact that the
state had witnessed several hate
crimes against such couples in
the recent past. In a particularly
heinous instance of honour
related violence, a 20-year-old
woman was killed in a grue-
some manner by her father for
marrying a Dalit man.

Many countries have also
put in place legislation banning
forced marriages and facilitat-
ing inter - faith or inter-caste
unions.

Interestingly, the legislation
is in sharp contrast to a recent
proposal of the government of
Gujarat, which requires cou-
ples wanting to register their
marriages to submit identity
documents of their parents,
accompanied by a declaration
that the parents have been kept
informed.

What happened in Karna-
taka is only one manifesta-
tion of the ongoing worldwide
transformation in the concept
of marriage. From having,
earlier, been a social or family
obligation based on traditional
grounds, such as caste, religion,
or family status, the institu-
tion of marriage is increasingly
being viewed as a matter of
personal  choice, emotional
compatibility, and individual
autonomy. There is, in evidence,
a global decline in traditional
matchmaking, even in tradi-
tional conservative societies.

Another emerging feature
of marriages is that couples are
prioritising education and ca-

Provisions that envisage providing protection to
couples engaged in inter-caste relationships, and facing
ostracisation or violence, are undoubtedly welcome.
What is of essence, however, is how effectively such
noble intentions are translated into concrete actions,
especially against the background of crimes against
such couples having continued in the past, existing laws
notwithstanding.

reers over early marriages and
marrying later in life, allowing
more time for personal choice.
Marriages are increasingly be-
ing seen as a partnership or
companionship rather than
merely instruments of procrea-
tion of financial stability, like
love marriages and self-choice
weddings. Consequently, there
is a welcome and rapidly de-
creasing value being attached to
factors like caste, religion, and,
most importantly, the practice
of demanding and accepting
dowry. The classical and age-
old belief was that marriages
are made in heaven or that they
are divine, predestined and or-
dained by fate rather than mere
coincidences.

Even in traditionally con-
servative cultures, including in
the Middle Eastern countries
and parts of Asia, a growing
number of women are seen
fighting for the right choice in
marriages and opposing forced

unions. This is evident in India
too. While the practice of ar-
ranged marriages has not dis-
appeared altogether, a hybrid
variety of what are called - ‘ar-
ranged with choice’ are becom-
ing increasingly common.

Interestingly, a novel concept
of a ‘trial’ for a marriage is also
gaining popularity in certain
urban settings, a sort of live -
in relationship as a prelude to a
permanent relationship by way
of marriage. In the changing
ambience of marriages, one also
sees a reduction in the stigma
attached to divorce and remar-
riages. In a manner of speaking,
it is almost as though lifelong
love and heterosexual mar-
riages are about as obsolete as a
horse and carriage.

One way of looking at the
emerging scenario is that the
world community is amid a
transition to a brave new world
of intimacy. It is against such a
background that one must view

the significance of the events in
Gujarat and Karnataka.

Provisions that envisage pro-
viding protection to couples
engaged in inter-caste relation-
ships, and facing ostracisation
or violence, are undoubtedly
welcome. What is of essence,
however, is how effectively such
noble intentions are translated
into concrete actions, espe-
cially against the background
of crimes against such couples
having continued in the past,
existing laws notwithstanding.
An even more pertinent issue
arises in the present context, as
caste consolidation rather than
annihilation is very much in
evidence, not merely in the way
partners are chosen in marriag-
es, but also the way candidates
are picked by political parties
and voted to positions of au-
thority by the electorate.

The situation gets curiouser
and curiouser when one notes
the fact that Karnataka is yet to
roll back the controversial law
of 2022, dealing with freedom
of religion and ushered in by
the then BJP government. Some
way forward suggestions estab-
lishment of specialised fast-
track courts to deal exclusively
with honour killings to ensure
swift justice and prevent delays,
by bringing in an amendment
to the Special Marriage Act,
1954 to shorten the registra-
tion period in order to protect
couples from potential threat
surveillance and introduction
of a provision in the ‘Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita’ law clearly de-
fining what honour killing is
and specifying punishments.

Matrimonial advertisements
in newspapers are a popular,
traditional way to find partners,
widely used for their broad

reach and credibility. Leading
newspapers offer dedicated
weekly supplements for matri-
monial classifieds. A very sen-
sible suggestion by an elderly
friend (who, incidentally, is
happily married) is that it might
be worthwhile putting in place a
mechanism which will function
as an advisory arrangement, to
couples intending to get mar-
ried. An agency or a set of ex-
perts, in other words, to counsel
them about the pros and cons of
the proposed union, before it is
formalized by a ceremony or a
registration. That way, it is felt,
they will make an informed
entry into the era of married
life, with their eyes wide open.
Even the central and state gov-
ernments will do well to think
in terms of creating an environ-
ment which enables such ar-
rangements to be formed and to
function, together with creating
a regulatory mechanism to en-
sure that they are not misused.

Some examples from my
personal experience reinforce
the validity of the issue under
discussion. My marriage and
those of some of my friends and
relatives have also been a sort
of mixed bag in this context.
Usha and I got married through
an  ‘arranged-but-confirmed-
by-choice’ mode. One of my
nephews married his paternal
uncle’s daughter, which, in fact,
is frowned upon in the Hindu
religion. Another friend is the
happy result of a Christian-
Muslim marriage. And by God’s
grace, all the unions have result-
ed in pleasant and well-adjusted
relationships.

(The writer was formerly

Chicf Secretary, Government of

Andhra Pradesh)
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Custodial deaths: Punish the

Doc and judicial officer
HE verdict of the trial court in the case of custodial
deaths in Sathankulam is widely welcomed. Police tak-
ing the right to brutally and beating the accused to death
is sending the wrong message. Meanwhile, the doctor who
had issued a false ‘it for remand’ certificate and the judi-
cial officer who had, in a mechanical manner, permitted
remanding the two persons should also be treated on par
with those who beat the innocents to death.
A G Rajmohan, Anantapur-515004

Traditional alternatives more healthier

PROPOS “Be warned: Soft drinks are silent killers”
(April 8, 2026). The lure of fizzy drinks in summer
is undeniable, yet their hidden cost to health is sobering.
Clever advertising sells them as instant refreshment, but
what they truly deliver is a cocktail of sugar, acids, and
chemicals that quietly erode wellbeing. Obesity, diabetes,
and dental decay are not distant risks, but everyday re-
alities fuelled by these so-called coolers. The irony is that
traditional alternatives like buttermilk, lemon water, and
tender coconut are not only healthier but far more suited
to our climate. If everyone treats soft drinks as indulgences
rather than staples, we may reclaim both health and com-
mon sense before the silent killers claim more ground.
K Chidanand Kumar, Bengaluru

Fruit juices are a better option

PROPOS “Soft drinks and the illusion of cooling
relief” (THI, April 8), the concern about rising con-
sumption of such drinks, especially during summer, is well
founded. Many continue to see these beverages as harm-
less, overlooking their long-term health impact. Awareness
alone is not enough. Schools and public institutions should
actively promote healthier alternatives like water and fresh
juices. Local campaigns, especially in smaller towns, can
help change habits gradually. At the same time, ensuring
easy access to safe drinking water is essential. A combined
effort by authorities, industry, and consumers can lead to
more responsible choices and better public health out-

comes.
Abbharna Barathi, Chennai--600023

Better late than never

ITH reference to the article “Polavaram: Decades of
delay, emerging progress and the road ahead” (THI,
April 8), the renewed momentum is encouraging, but per-
sistent gaps in planning and execution remain a concern.
Large projects cannot afford repeated disruptions caused
by weak coordination and irregular contracting. Clear
timelines, stable funding, and strict oversight are essential.
Land acquisition and rehabilitation must be handled with
greater sensitivity and speed. Regular public updates can
improve accountability and confidence. Technical moni-
toring should be strengthened to avoid costly damage to
structures. If managed well, Polavaram can still deliver its
intended benefits without further slippage or escalation.
M Barathi, Bengaluru-560076
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Are rebels rallying behind
HD Kumaraswamy?

BENGALURU: The political heat around the by-elections
in Davanagere South and Bagalkot has intensified, with
both Congress and BJP leaders aggressively campaigning
on the ground. However, what has caught political observ-
ers attention is the visible shift of several BJP rebel leaders,
who appear to be aligning more closely with HD Kumaras-
wamy rather than the party’s state leadership.

Senior leaders considered part of the rebel camp, includ-
ing Ramesh Jarkiholi, GM Siddeshwar, Kumar Bangarappa
and B P Harish, have largely stayed away from campaign-
ing alongside BJP state president BY Vijayendra. While
some leaders have maintained distance altogether, others
have been seen sharing the stage with Kumaraswamy dur-
ing campaign events, sparking speculation within political
circles. Notably, these rebel leaders have openly expressed
reservations about accepting Vijayendra’s leadership. Ear-
lier, Basanagouda Patil Yatnal had been vocal in his criti-
cism of the B.S. Yediyurappa family, which eventually led
to his expulsion from the party on charges of anti-party
activities. Despite his expulsion, Yatnal has continued to
campaign in Bagalkot in support of BJP candidate Veer-
anna Charantimath, though he has also kept his distance
from the Vijayendra camp. A similar pattern is visible
with Ramesh Jarkiholi, who has participated in campaign
activities but avoided sharing platforms with Vijayendra,
instead appearing alongside Kumaraswamy. This trend has
added fuel to ongoing discussions within the BJP about in-
ternal divisions and leadership acceptance.

Amid these developments, there is renewed speculation
that in the event of the BJP returning to power in the state,
Kumaraswamy could emerge as a Chief Ministerial can-
didate under a potential alliance arrangement. While the
Yediyurappa faction has not endorsed such a possibility,
the rebel camp has remained non-committal, indirectly
giving rise to interpretations that they may be more open
to Kumaraswamy’s leadership.

Read more at
https://epaper.thehansindia.com
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