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A fitting salute to the ‘people’s poet’

The prestigious Sahitya Akademi Award 2025 being 
conferred on eminent Telugu poet Nandini Sidda 

Reddy is a moment of immense pride for Telangana’s 
literary community. This makes for a significant acknowl-
edgement of contemporary Telugu literature. What makes 
this honour particularly meaningful is the thematic depth 
of the award-winning Animesha, which revolves around 
lived realities of ordinary people during the Covid-19 
pandemic. Sidda Reddy’s contribution extends far beyond 
a single book. As the first chairman of the Telangana Sa-
hitya Akademi, he played a crucial role in promoting the 
State’s rich regional dialect, folklore, and literary heritage. 
His earlier achievements—including the Nandi Award for 
penning stirring lyrics in the film Poru Telangana—reflect 
his rare ability to bridge the worlds of creative literature, 
cultural activism, and public consciousness. The latest 
recognition is not merely an individual accolade to the 
illustrious son of the soil, whose journey started from a 
small village in Siddipet but a celebration of Telangana’s 
cultural identity and the enduring power of socially con-
scious poetry.

 Vidyasagar Reddy Kethiri, Hanumakonda
  

Making kids emotionally brave

With reference to the article “Raising Emotionally 
Brave Kids” by Deepti T Nair (THI March 17), I 

would like to thank the author for highlighting an impor-
tant concern of modern parenting. In today’s achievement-
driven world, many parents tend to shield their children 
from every possible disappointment. While this stems from 
love and concern, the article rightly explains how overpro-
tection can weaken a child’s emotional resilience. Allowing 
children to face small failures helps them understand that 
setbacks are temporary and manageable. Such experiences 
gradually develop courage, patience and problem-solving 
abilities. Children learn that success is not always im-
mediate and that effort and persistence are essential to 
overcome difficulties. This mindset prepares them not only 
for academic challenges but also for emotional and social 
situations later in life. The article is particularly helpful for 
present-day young parents who often struggle to balance 
work, time constraints and parenting responsibilities. 
Meaningful parenting indeed lies in guiding children pa-
tiently rather than solving every problem for them.

 Raju Kolluru, Kakinada
 

Narcotics network engulfs TG politics

Apropos “TG govt should curb drug menace with 
iron fist” (THI, March 17. The recent drug bust in 

Telangana has sent shockwaves across the political and 
social landscape, especially with the reported arrest of a 
sitting TDP MP from Eluru alongside other politicians 
and associates. The revelations underscore the alarm-
ing spread of the drug menace beyond urban youth into 
influential circles of power. What was once perceived as 
a fringe criminal activity has now exposed deep-rooted 
networks with alleged links to political figures, raising 
serious concerns about governance, law enforcement, and 
accountability. The incident has highlighted the urgent 
need for stricter enforcement, transparent investigations, 
and political will to combat the threat. If unchecked, such 
developments could erode institutional integrity and pose 
a grave risk to society’s moral and social fabric.

 N Sadhasiva Reddy, Bengaluru-560056
 

Punish all peddlers

Apropos “TG Govt Should Curb Drug Menace with Iron 
Fist,” (THI, March 17). When elected representatives 

themselves are found consuming drugs, it signals some-
thing more troubling than a law enforcement failure — it 
reflects a broader erosion of accountability. The Telangana 
government’s EAGLE initiative was a step in the right direc-
tion, but as the article rightly notes, ground-level action has 
been inconsistent. Cracking down on peddlers while ignor-
ing the demand side, particularly among the affluent and 
politically connected, will only produce selective justice. 
What is needed is enforcement that does not discriminate 
by social standing, stronger regulation of farmhouse gath-
erings, and genuine political will to act against one’s own.

 A Myilsami, Coimbatore-641402 

 

Wipe out drug menace at the source level

This is further to your editorial “TG govt should curb 
drug menace with iron fist”. It brings out the sad 

state-of-affairs in social behaviour of the present and 
past lawmakers who are expected to play a pivotal role in 
curbing drug menace. Themselves being caught in the act 
is outright disgusting and condemnable beyond words. 
This social evil of drug abuse of a variety of variants by the 
youth of today in Telangana is truly disturbing. The agen-
cies empowered to tackle the menace must be allowed to 
act fearlessly against all those involved. The supply chain, 
agents and carriers must be identified so that the authori-
ties can go to the root of this evil and reach the source.

 S Lakshmi, Hyderabad

LETTERS
U

S President Donald Trump 
recently said that he was “not 
happy with the UK” for the 

delay in sending two aircraft car-
riers to the Middle East. In fact, he 
has reasons to be unhappy with all 
American allies. Japan and Australia 
have announced that they were not 
planning to send navy vessels to 
West Asia to escort ships through 
the Strait of Hormuz, which the US 
President called on the allies to do. 
He wanted them to create a coalition 
to reopen the vital waterway. But Ja-
pan and Australia are distant US al-
lies; even the UK and Germany, US’ 
allies in the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (Nato), have also not 
been of much use in the war against 
Iran. UK Prime Minister Keir Starm-

er has made it clear that his country 
will not be drawn into a “wider war” 
and he is “working with allies” on a 
viable plan for the Strait of Hormuz. 
German Chancellor Friedrich Merz 
was blunter, while asserting that the 
ongoing war in Iran “is not a matter 
for Nato.”

The arguments proffered by US 
allies are specious and self-serving; 
they need American military sup-
port, which is critical, according to 
the Nato website, “for the provision 
of some essential capabilities, regard-
ing for instance, intelligence, surveil-
lance and reconnaissance; air-to-air 
refuelling; ballistic missile defence; 
and airborne electromagnetic war-
fare.” Moreover, the US’ contribution 
to the total Nato expenditure is the 

highest. But they would not help the 
US when it needs them. Merz’s com-
ment is particularly cheeky. At any 
rate, the US-Israel alliance is fighting 
for lasting peace in the Middle East, 
where Iran is the biggest trouble-
maker, preparing a nuclear arsenal, 
supplying drones to Russia, and arm-
ing and aiding terror groups like Ha-
mas and Hezbollah. The challenge 
posed by Tehran is not confined to 
the Middle East. Therefore, support-
ers of stronger action against Iran ar-
gue that the US-Israel alliance is not 
merely fighting a series of isolated 
confrontations but is attempting to 
create a peaceful Middle East. From 
this perspective, confronting Iranian 
expansionism and preventing the 
development of nuclear weapons are 

essential steps toward a more stable 
regional order. The argument holds 
that failing to act decisively now 
could allow tensions and proxy con-
flicts to grow, eventually leading to a 
far more volatile confrontation in the 
future.

At the same time, advocates of 
this position stress that safeguarding 
the Strait of Hormuz is not solely an 
American or Israeli concern. After 
all, the waterway is a vital artery for 
global energy supplies, disruptions 
there would affect economies around 
the world. Oil-importing nations in 
Europe and Asia would be particu-
larly vulnerable to price shocks and 
supply shortages. For this reason, 
proponents believe that ensuring safe 
passage through the Strait should be 

treated as a collective international 
responsibility rather than a mission 
carried primarily by the US. The de-
bate highlights a recurring challenge 
in international alliances: balanc-
ing national interests with collec-
tive security commitments. While 
Washington expects its partners to 
contribute more actively to confront 
perceived threats, many allies prefer 
diplomatic engagement and caution 
over military escalation. Whether a 
broader coalition eventually emerges 
to secure the Strait or whether the 
US and its closest partners act largely 
on their own will shape not only the 
future of the Middle East but also the 
evolving dynamics of Western alli-
ances in an increasingly uncertain 
global landscape.

War to decide Middle East’s future, dynamics of western alliances

BENGALURU ONLINE

Sri Lankan judge moves HC; Centre, 
Google raise jurisdiction objections
BENGALURU: A petition filed by Sri Lankan Supreme 
Court judge A H M D Nawaz before the Karnataka High 
Court has triggered a legal debate on jurisdiction, with 
Google LLC and the Ministry of Electronics and Informa-
tion Technology opposing its maintainability. The plea 
challenges allegedly defamatory and objectionable content 
published online against the judge. The matter came up 
before a bench headed by Justice Sachin Shankar Magadum. 
During the hearing, counsel for Google argued that the 
petition itself may not be maintainable before the Karnataka 
High Court. It was submitted that the alleged defamatory 
content originated in Sri Lanka, while Google is a US-based 
entity, raising serious concerns about territorial jurisdiction.

Read more at 
https://epaper.thehansindia.com

Firecracker units have become the new killers

Ravulapati  
Seetaramarao

 

F
irecrackers have become 
deadly! If vendors who 
run these businesses like 

those running shops in the or-
dinary market-selling goods 
without following safety reg-
ulations-are allowed to make 
fireworks and firecrackers in 
the run-up to Diwali with un-
skilled, low-paid workers, and 
authorities do not immediate-
ly rein them in, the number of 
casualties from such accidents 
will keep rising each day.

This dangerous trade, pro-
duced without any precau-
tions whatsoever, has become 
a business of hazards. If this 
bundle of explosives, which 
has turned into a “high-risk 
industry,” is not regulated, 
both the number of fire ac-
cidents and the death toll will 
inevitably keep growing.

Last October in the Ko-
naseema district of Andhra 
Pradesh, a major fireworks 
explosion in Grand Fireworks 
claimed ten lives. When Sri 
Surya Fire Crackers exploded 
in Vetapalem village, 20 per-

sons lost their lives in an in-
stant. It was later discovered 
that both units belonged to 
the same person. In fact, even 
though the government had 
ordered the Vetapalem unit 
to be shut down as early as 
January, it is shocking that this 
controversial company was al-
lowed to continue. It caused 
yet another deadly disaster.

In the early days, Diwali 
fireworks used to bring im-
mense joy to everyone! But 
because the use of explosive 
materials was less, hazardous 
situations were not common. 
Streets would buzz with ac-
tivity—sparkling flowerpots, 
moonlight crackers, sparklers 
and small ground-spinners—
making the festival a source of 
immense happiness for fami-
lies, especially for children.

Nagpur in Maharashtra and 

Sivakasi in Tamil Nadu have 
the most number of manufac-
turers of fireworks. Back then, 
even though strict safety rules 
were not always followed, the 
limited use of explosives in 
manufacturing did not cause 
any large scale deaths. When 
accidents did occur, media 
coverage would spur govern-
ments into immediate action 
to prevent any loss of life or 
property. The officials respon-
sible for overseeing fireworks 
also acted responsibly and 
took appropriate measures 
whenever needed.

Having seen those days, 
today thinking about the ac-
cidents happening these days 
makes for a terrifying propo-
sition! In Nagpur, an explo-
sion at the SBEL Energy fac-
tory killed 90 workers, most 
them being women. In the 

last two years alone, over 20 
people have lost their lives in 
accidents at these very units. 
We should also remember 
that two people died in solar 
explosions. This solar plant is 
huge. Its owner even received 
the Padma Shri award. Locals 
mockingly talk about that 
award, implying it reveals 
the political connections the 
owner must have had.

It is because of such politi-
cal connections that officials 
responsible for enforcing the 
relevant laws turn a Nelson’s 
Eye to the sordid goings on. 
The tragic irony is that those 
working in such hazardous 
units are vulnerable as they 
are unprotected. Whether or 
not the governments care, 
accidents keep happening, 
which is a grievance that the 
locals keep cautioning about 
but to avail. People complain 
that because adequate safety 
measures are not implement-
ed to the required levels and 
as the managers of those units 
are not prosecuted under the 

law, accidents are becoming 
too frequent. In fact, Nagpur 
has a safety organization re-
sponsible for ensuring that 
protective measures related 
to petroleum and explosives 
are in place and in working 
condition. Because of whistle-
blowers from that organisa-
tion, there have been CBI 
investigations. Investigations 
into PESO officers, accused 
of issuing licenses and taking 
bribes, have been carried out, 
yet explosions and loss of life 
continue unabated.

It is now crucial that there 
be a comprehensive review of 
safety procedures and a deep 
study of the extent the sen-
ior officials are supervising 
the works in the factory and 
are swearing by the dos and 
don’ts.

Investigations must deter-
mine whether the businesses 
are providing safe, conveni-
ent, and accident-free envi-
ronments, Licenses should be 
revoked and criminal action 
taken against all violators. 

Otherwise deaths and proper-
ty losses from these incidents 
will not stop.

In Sivakasi, because au-
thorities have enforced strict 
measures to prevent accidents 
and have ensured that child 
labour is not used in such 
hazardous units, the number 
of incidents — and conse-
quently the loss of life — has 
decreased to noticeable levels.

Many years ago, Diwali 
firework shops used to be 
located away from towns. 
That made it clear that pre-
cautions were being taken so 
that, if accidents happen by 
mistake, the damage would 
be limited. Police were often 
stationed near those shops, 
constantly checking whether 
the merchants were taking 
proper safety measures. Shops 
opened and closed on sched-
ule. Even if many people went 
from shop to shop to buy 
crackers, arrangements were 
so made that they could leave 
quickly. Today, even though 
more shops are set up in 
crowded places, safety meas-
ures are being tossed out.

Experience shows that 
stalls and shops selling items 
meant for the Diwali celebra-
tion were run in ways that 
never brought sorrow or an-
guish to families.

(The writer is a retired IPS 
officer, who has served as an 

Additional DGP  
of Andhra Pradesh)

Aftermath of the blaze in Grand Fireworks at Rayavaram village 
of Dr BR Ambedkar Konaseema district last October

It is now crucial that there be a comprehensive review 

of safety procedures and a deep study of the extent the 

senior officials are supervising the works in the factory 
and are swearing by the dos and don’ts. Investigations 

must determine whether the businesses are providing 

safe, convenient, and accident-free environments, 

Licenses should be revoked and criminal action taken 

against all violators. Otherwise deaths and property 

losses from these incidents will not stop

Urgent need to rethink Telangana’s education roadmap
Dr Sreeramulu  

Gosikonda

T
he Government of Telan-
gana’s decision to consti-
tute the Telangana Edu-

cation Commission (TEC) in 
September 2024 is a bold initia-
tive. With a mandate to prepare 
a comprehensive education 
policy covering pre primary 
to higher education, including 
technical streams, the Commis-
sion has attempted to chart a 
roadmap for reform. This effort 
deserves recognition.

Yet, while the vision is ambi-
tious, several blind spots risk 
undermining its transformative 
potential.

In the 21st century, when 
education must respond to 
rapid technological change, 
global competitiveness, and the 
demand for inclusive growth, 
the relevance of such a Com-
mission is undeniable. Its role 
is not only to set clear standards 
for quality and align reforms 
with national frameworks like 
NEP 2020, but also to ensure 
accountability across both gov-
ernment and private institu-
tions. Without addressing the 
welfare of private school teach-
ers—who form the majority of 
the teaching workforce—the 
promise of reform will remain 
incomplete.

A progressive step forward:
The TEC, chaired by 

Akunuri Murali has rightly 
acknowledged the challenges 
facing Telangana’s education 
system. Private school enrol-
ment has surged past 60 per 
cent, while government schools 
have seen enrolment collapse 
to just 26 per cent in first grade 
by 2024–25. Budget allocations 
have fluctuated, falling to 5.9 
per cent in 2021–22 before re-
covering modestly to 7.55 per 

cent in 2024–25. Learning out-
comes remain poor, with only 
31.5 per cent of Standard-V stu-
dents able to read a Standard-
II text. Against this backdrop, 
several recommendations stand 
out. The integration of pre-pri-
mary education into the school 
system is a laudable reform, en-
suring continuity in early child-
hood learning.

Equally commendable is the 
merging of intermediate edu-
cation with school education, 
which will reduce duplication 
and ease student transitions. 
This reform will also help opti-
mise the use of human resourc-
es and existing infrastructure, 
including laboratories, while 
reducing the financial burden 
on the government. In addition, 
it will not only curb commer-
cialisation of senior second-
ary education but also create a 
more conducive atmosphere for 
students to learn effectively.

Junior Lecturers (JL) who 
currently may lack a B.Ed. qual-
ification should be given suffi-
cient time to complete it, there-
by aligning with the required 
standards for Post Graduate 
Teachers (PGTs). The emphasis 
on English-medium instruction 
across all levels reflects parental 
aspirations and global realities. 
The call to embed sports, arts, 
and socio-emotional learning 
as core components of school-
ing is another progressive step 
toward holistic education. As 
regards teachers, closing the 
D.El.Ed programme and re-
structuring B.Ed. stage-specific 
degrees is welcome. It acknowl-
edges the systematic failure of 
teacher education, which has 
long undermined classroom 
quality. Similarly, re-empha-
sising polytechnic education 
to produce industry-ready di-
ploma engineers is a pragmatic 
correction.

Blind spots and missteps:
Yet, the Commission’s vision 

is not without flaws. Most strik-
ingly, it does not include experi-
enced educators such as school 
teachers, principals, lecturers, 
and professors among its mem-
bers. Policymaking without the 
voices of those who live the re-
alities of classrooms risks being 
detached from ground-level 
challenges. The TEC also sug-
gested that government teach-
ers’ salaries are ‘relatively high.’ 
In reality, it is a wrong notion. 
Salaries are determined by state 
policy and are not excessive.

The move to open Telan-
gana Public Schools with heavy 
investment is also a question-
able proposal.  Instead, the state 
should focus on strengthening 
existing government schools 
and improving enrolment.   

Ambiguity on NEP 2020:
TEC’s stance on the Na-

tional Education Policy (NEP 
2020) is ambiguous. While 
it acknowledges certain pro-
posals, such as strengthening 
pre-school education, it avoids 
clarity on whether NEP will be 
fully implemented. This lack 
of decisiveness can be prob-
lematic. NEP 2020 mandates 
mother tongue instruction at 
the elementary level, recognis-
ing that comprehension mat-
ters more than English skills 
in early grades. The TEC’s 
blanket recommendation of 
English-medium instruction 

risks undermining this prin-
ciple. Moreover, the Commis-
sion’s report is not available 
in Telugu, the state’s official 
language. This is a serious over-
sight. Policy documents must 
be accessible to all stakehold-
ers, including teachers, parents, 
and local communities. Pro-
moting Telugu as a mandatory 
subject in all schools is equally 
essential to preserve linguistic 
identity while balancing global 
aspirations.

At the higher education 
level, the TEC rightly calls for 
restoring the regulatory integ-
rity of the aided sector. The fee 
reimbursement scheme should 
be limited to meritorious stu-
dents across social categories 
seeking higher education in 
private institutions. The Com-
mission also observed that 
nearly 70 per cent of teaching 
positions in government-run 
universities remain vacant, a 
situation that has had a nega-
tive impact on both teaching 
quality and research activities. 
However, the Commission fails 
to address another pressing is-
sue: the absence of reservation 
for local qualified youth in 
private higher education insti-

tutions including private uni-
versities. With unemployment 
rising since the state’s incep-
tion, ensuring opportunities 
for Telangana’s own graduates 
is critical.

Silence on private school 
regulation and teachers 
welfare:

The TEC’s call for decen-
tralised governance, stronger 
school leadership, and imple-
mentation of Section 12(1)(c) 
of the RTE Act (mandating 25 
per cent seats in private schools 
for marginalised children) re-
flects a commitment to equity. 
Yet, the Commission failed to 
address the underpaid sala-
ries of private school teachers, 
who constitute 58 per cent of 
the state’s teaching workforce 
and remain the backbone of 
its education system. Private 
schools in Telangana are regu-
lated under the AP Education 
Act of 1982 and G.O. Ms. No. 1 
of 1993, which mandated rec-
ognition, infrastructure stand-
ards, staff qualifications, fee 
regulation, and allocation of 
65 per cent of income toward 
staff salaries and benefits. In 
practice, however, many insti-
tutions defy rules. With nearly 
two thirds of students enrolled 
in private schools, leaving 
them outside effective regula-
tion undermines educational 
quality and erodes trust. A fair, 
transparent policy that enforces 
compliance and protects both 
teachers and families is essen-
tial to correct this prolonged 
neglect and restore credibility 
in the education sector.

The way forward:
The Telangana Education 

Commission has laid out a 
roadmap that is ambitious and 
forward-looking. But ambi-
tion alone will not suffice. For 

the policy to succeed, it must 
bring frontline educators into 
the policymaking process and 
correct misconceptions about 
government teacher salaries 
while simultaneously address-
ing wage disparities in private 
schools. The state should pri-
oritise strengthening exist-
ing government schools and 
introduce performance-based 
promotions while tackling the 
contract and part-time teaching 
systems that weaken classroom 
stability.  Equally important is 
in filling supervisory positions.

At the higher education level, 
providing reservation for local 
youth in private institutions is 
essential to address rising un-
employment.

Finally, reforms must align 
with NEP 2020’s emphasis on 
mother tongue instruction in 
early grades, recognising that 
comprehension in the forma-
tive years’ matters more than 
early English proficiency.

Telangana’s education re-
forms hold promise, but they 
cannot succeed if they overlook 
the realities of both govern-
ment and private school teach-
ers. With nearly two thirds of 
children studying in private 
schools, leaving their teachers 
underpaid and unprotected is 
an injustice that undermines 
reform. A “light but tight” 
framework, including disclo-
sure of private school accounts 
as recommended by NEP 2020, 
is essential for transparency and 
fairness.

The TEC has opened the 
door to change; now the gov-
ernment must ensure reforms 
include private teachers, mak-
ing education policy truly bal-
anced. 

(The writer is Assistant Pro-
fessor, Department of Sociology, 
BHU Varanasi. Views expressed 

are his personal)


