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Ministers Sridhar Babu, Komatireddy 
chit-chats spark political debate

Hans News Service  
Hyderabad

INFORMAL interactions 
by senior ministers have 
sparked political discussion 
within the Congress party, 
coming soon after Chief 
Minister A. Revanth Reddy 
reportedly advised party 
legislators to avoid casual re-
marks in Assembly lobbies.

At a Congress Legislature 
Party (CLP) meeting held on 
Monday, the Chief Minister 
is said to have directed MLAs 
and MLCs to refrain from 
making comments during 
informal “chit-chats” and to 
adhere strictly to the official 
party and government line.

However, the very next 
day, senior ministers Komat-
ireddy Venkat Reddy and 
Duddilla Sridhar Babu en-
gaged in informal media 
interactions within the As-
sembly premises, triggering 

debate among political ob-
servers and party members 
alike.

The development report-
edly left party legislators and 
media personnel in a state of 
confusion, with many ques-
tioning whether the minis-
ters’ remarks aligned with 
the Chief Minister’s earlier 
directive. Discussions among 
journalists and leaders hint-
ed at speculation over wheth-

er there was a larger political 
context behind these interac-
tions.

Both ministers are con-
sidered senior leaders within 
the Congress party and have 
long-standing political ex-
perience, leading some to 
believe their remarks may 
have been made with specific 
intent.

During his interaction, 
Sridhar Babu expressed sup-

port for senior leader T. 
Jeevan Reddy, stating that 
he had not sought any par-
ticular post and was focused 
on resolving local issues. He 
assured that the party would 
extend full support to Jeevan 
Reddy.

The episode has added to 
ongoing discussions about 
internal coordination and 
messaging within the ruling 
party in Telangana.

Governor Shiv Pratap Shukla and the First Lady are greeted during the pre-Ugadi celebrations 
at Lok Bhavan in Hyderabad on Tuesday

PRE-UGADI CELEBRATIONS

Governor Shiv Pratap Shukla 
extends Ugadi greetings

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

GOVERNOR Shiv Pratap 
Shukla on Tuesday 
extended greetings and 
wished everyone a joyous 
Ugadi festival.  

Addressing guests, in-
vitees, Lok Bhavan Parivar 
members, and artists dur-
ing the Pre-Ugadi celebra-
tions held at Lok Bhavan on 
Tuesday, he said that Ugadi 
marks the beginning of a 
new era, symbolising hope, 
prosperity, and renewal. 

He explained that 
“Parabhava,” the 40th year 
in the sixty-year cycle of 

time, signifies defeating ego 
and negative thoughts to lay 
the foundation for success. 
He expressed confidence 
that the coming year would 
be one of progress for both 
Telangana and the nation, 
urging people to learn from 
past experiences and move 
forward with greater com-
mitment and service.  

Highlighting the cul-
tural significance of Ugadi, 
Shukla spoke about Ugadi 
pachadi--a blend of six 
flavours--representing the 
balance of hardship and 
happiness in life. He wished 
for abundant rains this year, 
so that Telangana flourishes 

with rich harvests and dairy 
crops.  

The Governor while 
extending warm wishes 
for wealth, health, and 
happiness to all families in 
the New Year, reiterated his 
hope for all-round develop-
ment of the state and the 
country, and ended with 
the spirited call:  

The Pre-Ugadi cel-
ebrations at Lok Bhavan 
reflected the festive spirit of 
the occasion, bringing to-
gether dignitaries, cultural 
performers, and members 
of the community in an-
ticipation of the traditional 
newyear.

Governor Shiv Pratap Shukla addresses the gathering during the pre-Ugadi celebrations

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

SENIOR Congress leader 
and former minister T Jee-
van Reddy on Tuesday in-
dicated that his exit from 
the party is certain, saying 
he has already made up his 
mind and will formally an-
nounce his decision soon.

Addressing the media in 
Jagtial, Jeevan Reddy said, 
“I have already taken a de-
cision. I will announce it 
within three days. A major-
ity of party activists and my 
supporters have advised me 
to quit, and I will respect 
their opinion.” He added 

that the final announce-
ment would be made at a 
public meeting in Jagtial. 
The senior leader expressed 
emotional distress over end-
ing his four-decade-long as-

sociation with the Congress 
party. “It is painful to break 
a relationship of over 40 
years,” he said.

Jeevan Reddy also 
launched a sharp attack on 
Jagtial MLA M Sanjay Ku-
mar, questioning his politi-
cal stand and alleged inter-
ference in Congress affairs. 
“Nobody knows, which 
party Sanjay Kumar belongs 
to. He is asking me to work 
with him. While there is 
nothing wrong in working 
with the government for 
development, is it right for 
him to interfere in Congress 
internal matters and candi-
dates selection?” he asked.

He recalled that he had 
raised concerns during the 
municipal elections about 
internal issues within the 
party and held Sanjay Ku-
mar responsible for the cur-
rent situation. “The same 
person is now asking me to 
work with him. Who is he to 
offer me such a proposal?” 
Jeevan Reddy questioned.

He further alleged that 
Sanjay Kumar and those 
backing him are the primary 
reasons behind his decision 
to leave the party. He also 
said the Congress high com-
mand must take responsibil-
ity for the developments.

Reiterating his stance, 
Jeevan Reddy said he would 
continue to work sincerely 
wherever he is, but con-
firmed that a final decision 
regarding his political fu-
ture would be announced 
shortly.

Jeevan Reddy reiterates exit 
from Congress; decision soon

HYDRAA secures 11 acres 

of govt land worth `1,650 cr
Hans News Service 

Hyderabad

IN a major anti-encroachment drive, Hyderabad Dis-
aster Response and Asset Protection Agency’s (HY-
DRAA) has secured 11 acres of government land in 
Kondapur and Pragathi Nagar areas. 

The operation was carried out following public com-
plaints received through Prajavani, highlighting illegal 
occupation of public land. Officials estimated the value 
of lands worth Rs 1,650 crore.

According to HYDRAA, in Kondapur village under 
Serilingampally mandal, two acres were reserved for a 
park in Central Park Colony. The layout, spread over 
16 acres with 148 plots under Survey No. 110/1, was 
developed in 1998.

Following the complaint received from the residents 
through HYDRAA Prajavani, officials conducted a 
field inspection, along with revenue and Greater Hy-
derabad Municipal Corporation authorities. The land 
was confirmed as park space.

On instructions from HYDRAA Commissioner AV 
Ranganath, the officials removed the temporary sheds 
erected on the site on Tuesday. The two-acre park land 
has now been fenced, and boards have been erected 
identifying it as park property.

In another operation, HYDRAA in Pragathi Nagar 
protected nine acres of government land adjoining 
Ambir Cheruvu following complaints of encroach-
ments. The land comprises five acres allocated for a 
cremation ground and four acres for a dumping yard 
in Survey No. 103 of Baghameri village under Kukat-
pally mandal.

After a joint inspection with revenue and GHMC 
officials, the land use was verified. On the directions 
of Commissioner Ranganath, fencing was installed 
around the nine acres. Boards have been placed mark-
ing five acres as cremation ground and the remaining 
four acres as government land.

GHMC, Task Force seize over 
600 kg of stale chicken

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

In a major food safety crack-
down, GHMC officials, along 

with Task Force teams, con-
ducted a joint operation and 
raided a shop and booked the 
owner for storing and selling 
stale chicken. Police seized 

around 610 kg of stale chicken 
from the premises. 

Ahead of Eid, Police con-
ducted a raid at A1 Fresh 
Chicken Mart in Mush-
eerabad. During the raid it 
was found that the owner had 
been un-hygienically stor-
ing and selling stored frozen 
chicken.

According to police, the 
meat, which had reportedly 
been stored for several days, 
was being sold to customers 
and supplied to bars, wine 
shops, and restaurants, raising 
serious concerns about public 
health and food safety in the 
city.

Believing the information 
to be true at about 1 pm, the 
decoy staff visited the said 
place, upon verification the 
meat appeared in a decompo-
sition state and in unhygienic 
condition.

Police have registered a case 
against the shop owner, iden-
tified as Shaik Shakeel, who 
has been detained along with 
other staff members involved 
in the operation.

K Rama Chandra Reddy 
Sub-Inspector of Police, along 
with the staff and independ-
ent mediators, reached the 
said premises and conducted 
a search following due pro-
cedure. During the search, it 
was found that approximately 
610 kgs of chicken was stored 
in a frozen state in a highly 
unhygienic environment. The 
meat appeared to be decom-

posed, emitting foul smell, 
and is being contaminated by 
the free movement of rats and 
cats. Further investigation re-
vealed that the establishment 
had been operating with an 
expired licence since January, 
violating municipal and food 
safety regulations.

Officials emphasised that 
strict action will be taken 
against those endangering 
public health and warned food 
businesses to comply with 
safety standards and licensing 
requirements.

Food safety teams advised 
the citizens to check hygiene 
standards before purchasing 
meat products.

GHMC chief orders intensified 
mosquito eradication drive

HYDERABAD: GHMC Commissioner Karnan has in-
structed officials to accelerate mosquito eradication and 
sanitation programmes to ensure a cleaner city. Partici-
pating in the state’s 99 day Public Governance  Progress 
Plan on Tuesday, he conducted surprise inspections in 
Jubilee Hills Circle alongside Additional Commission-
er Ravi Kiran and Zonal Commissioner Priyanka Ala.  
The team reviewed door-to-door garbage collection at 
Film Nagar and vector control measures at Lotus Pond. 
Further inspections occurred at JVR Park and Devara-
konda Basti, where the eradication of garbage vulner-
able points was prioritised.


