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Uttam rolls out roadmap to achieve
90 LMT paddy procurement target

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

MINISTER for Irrigation 
and Civil Supplies N Uttam 
Kumar Reddy unveiled a 
comprehensive action plan 
to achieve unprecedented 
paddy procurement target of 
90 lakh metric tonnes during 
the ongoing Rabi season.

Addressing officials, in-
cluding additional Collec-
tors, district civil supplies 
officers, and district man-
agers of the Civil Supplies 
Corporation at a preparatory 
meeting for Rabi season here 
on Monday, the Minister 
projected paddy cultivation 
across 54.48 lakh acres, yield-
ing an estimated 152.03 lakh 
metric tonnes.

The Telangana State Civil 
Supplies Corporation Limit-
ed has set an ambitious target 
of procuring 90 lakh metric 
tonnes—60 LMT coarse and 
30 LMT fine—at the govern-
ment-fixed Minimum Sup-
port price. 

To facilitate seamless, 
farmer-friendly operations, 
the state will establish 8,251 
paddy purchase centres op-
erated by IKP, PACS, and 
others, equipped with mod-
ern tools, adequate storage, 
transport, and weather vigi-
lance measures, he said.

Emphasising zero dis-
tress sales, the Minister as-
sured full procurement of 
every grain, backed by robust 
monitoring, godown iden-
tification, and on-ground 

support to safeguard farmers’ 
interests.

He assured farmers that 
every grain will be procured 
at the government-fixed MSP 
without any distress sales.

There will be unprecedent-
ed network of 8,251 paddy 
purchase centres in Telan-
gana. This massive decen-
tralised network is designed  

to minimise hassles for farmers 
and enable on-the-spot procure-
ment with modern facilities, 
Uttam Kumar Reddy said. The 
Minister reiterated the MSP rates 
fixed for the season at Rs 2,389 
per quintal for Grade A and Rs 
2,369 per quintal for common  
variety. 

These rates, the Minister 
stressed, will provide a sig-

nificant boost to farmers’ in-
come and act as a safety net 
against market fluctuations.

Sufficient gunny bags 
(gunnies) have already been 
positioned across centres. 
Officials have been directed 
to arrange adequate vehicles 
well in advance for seamless 
movement of paddy from 
PPCs to rice mills.

•  Minister projects paddy cultivation across  

54.48 lakh acres, yielding an estimated  

152.03 lakh metric tonnes

•  Uttam assures farmers that every grain will be 

procured at the government-fixed MSP without 
any distress sales

Govt backstabbing farmers while  
offering Rs 1K crore to RaGa: KTR

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

BHARAT Rashtra Samithi 
(BRS) working president and 
former minister KT Rama 
Rao strongly criticised the 
Congress government in Tel-
angana for what he described 
as a betrayal of farmers and 
the people of the state.

He alleged that the Con-
gress government has de-
ceived every section of society 
by failing to fulfil the prom-
ises it made before coming to 
power.

KTR said that the BRS will 
raise these issues forcefully 
during the ongoing Assembly 
budget session and expose 
what he called the Congress 
party’s betrayal of Telangana. 

He particularly criticised 
the government’s alleged plan 
to allocate �1000 crore to Ra-
hul Gandhi while neglecting 
farmers in the state.

Continuing the tradition of 
paying homage to the martyrs 
who sacrificed their lives for 
the formation of Telangana, 
the BRS Legislature Party vis-
ited the Telangana Martyrs’ 
Memorial (Gun Park) before 
attending the Assembly ses-
sion. BRS MLAs and MLCs 
paid tributes to the martyrs 
and staged a protest at the 
memorial, raising slogans 
against the Congress govern-
ment.

During the protest, BRS 
leaders demanded the im-
mediate implementation of 
the promises made by the 
Congress government, par-
ticularly the Six Guarantees. 
They also demanded that the 
government grant legal status 
to these guarantees and al-
locate adequate funds in the 
state budget for their imple-
mentation.

KTR pointed out that the 

Congress party had promised 
to implement the Six Guaran-
tees within 100 days of com-
ing to power and had even de-
clared that legal status would 
be granted to these guaran-
tees in the very first Cabinet 
meeting after assuming office. 
However, he said that even 
after two and a half years in 
power, the government has 
failed to provide legal backing 
to the Six Guarantees.

KTR criticised the govern-
ment for failing to implement 
key welfare schemes for farm-
ers. He said that during the 
BRS government led by K. 
Chandrashekar Rao, Rythu 
Bandhu funds used to be 
credited to farmers before the 
sowing season. In contrast, he 
said, farmers are now com-
pleting harvests without re-
ceiving any support from the 
government, and there has 
been no clarity from the state 

on when the assistance will be 
released.

He said the BRS will ques-
tion the government dur-
ing the Assembly session on 
why it is prioritising political 
expenditures while neglect-
ing farmers. “This is why we 
are raising the slogan – ‘Not 
Rahul Bandhu, give Rythu 
Bandhu; �1000 crore for Ra-
hul, but a betrayal for farm-
ers,’” he said.

KTR further accused the 
Congress government of de-
ceiving multiple sections of 
society. He said the govern-
ment had promised a budget 
allocation of Rs 1 lakh crore 
for weaker sections over five 
years. With two budgets al-
ready presented and the third 
underway, at least Rs 60,000 
crore should have been allo-
cated by now, but there is no 
clarity on this commitment, 
KT Rama Rao said. (NSS)

•  Alleges that the Congress government has deceived 

every section of society by failing to fulfil the 
promises it made

•  Criticizes the government’s alleged plan to allocate 

Rs 1000 crore to Rahul Gandhi while neglecting 

farmers in the state

•  BRS leaders demand the immediate implementation 
of the promises made by Congress government, 

particularly the Six Guarantees

Allocate 
Rs.60,000 cr  

for BC welfare:  
BC leaders
Hans News Service 

Hyderabad

AN all-party meeting of BC 
intellectuals and political 
representatives demanded 
Rs.60,000 crore allocation 
for Backward Classes welfare 
in the upcoming Telangana 
budget.

Addressing the meeting, 
Dundra Kumara Swamy, 
Chairman of the BC Reser-
vations Struggle Coordina-
tion Joint Action Committee 
(JAC) and National President 
of BC Dal, said budget allo-
cations must reflect the ‘pop-
ulation share of Backward 
Classes’.

With the state budget ex-
pected to exceed Rs.3 lakh 
crore, he urged the govern-
ment to earmark substantial 
funds for education, employ-
ment, self-employment and 
economic empowerment of 
BC communities.

Kumara Swamy also called 
for caste enumeration and 
implementation of prom-
ises made in the Kamareddy 
Declaration, stating that 
population-proportionate 
budgeting is essential for so-
cial justice. Several BC lead-
ers and intellectuals attended 
the meeting and resolved to 
intensify their efforts until 
equitable budget allocations 
are ensured.

Two held within six 
hours for brutal murder 

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

IN a swift breakthrough, Uppal Police of the 
Malkajgiri Commissionerate arrested two ac-
cused within six hours of a brutal murder in 
Chilkanagar on Sunday night.

The accused, Banothu Santosh alias Santhu 
(28), a Rapido rider, and Podishetty Tarun 
(22), a car driver, both residents of Uppal, al-
legedly stabbed Paruvula Sudheer Kumar to 
death following a dispute.

According to police, the incident occurred 
on March 15 around 7.30 pm after Santosh 
and Tarun called Sudheer to the Chilkanagar 
ground to settle an ongoing quarrel.  Sudheer 
arrived on a motorcycle with his friend Imran 
Khan. During an argument, Santosh allegedly 
took out a knife and stabbed Sudheer. 

As the victim tried to flee, the duo chased 
him and stabbed him multiple times, killing 
him on the spot before fleeing.

Police registered a case under Sections 
103(1) read with 3(5) of the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita at Uppal Police Station.

Acting swiftly, police teams tracked down 
and apprehended both the accused on March 
16. Officers recovered the knife used in the 
crime, two mobile phones, an Activa scooter, 
and the clothes worn during the offence.

Police said the accused and the deceased 
were long-time friends, and the murder was 
triggered by a recent quarrel related to a 
housewarming function and heated exchanges 
over phone and WhatsApp. The operation was 
carried out under the supervision of DCP Up-
pal K Suresh Kumar, along with senior officers 
and teams from Uppal Police Station and the 
Special Operations Team.

‘Science must drive  
future healthcare’

Hans News Service

HYDERABAD: Dr Reddy’s Laboratories hosted 
the fourth edition of the “Dr Anji Reddy Memo-
rial Lecture” here on Sunday, commemorating 
the 13th death anniversary of its founder Kallam 
Anji Reddy. Renowned cell biologist Guido 
Kroemer of Université Paris Cité delivered the 
lecture on “A Tissue Stress Hormone Driving 
Pathological Aging”.  He highlighted the role of 
Acyl-CoA Binding Protein (ACBP), 
also known as Diazepam Binding 
Inhibitor (DBI), a molecule now 
identified as a “gerogene” that drives 
aging and could help predict several 
diseases. Prof. Kroemer noted that 
understanding and targeting ACBP/
DBI could pave the way for ‘innova-
tive anti-aging therapies and preven-
tion of age-related diseases’.

Governor, CM unveil Telangana 
Thalli statue at Assembly

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

GOVERNOR Shiv Pratap 
Shukla, along with Chief 
Minister A Revanth Reddy, 
unveiled the Telangana 
Thalli (Mother Telangana) 
statue on the premises of 
Legislative Assembly on 
Monday. Legislative Coun-
cil Chairman Gutha Su-
kender Reddy, Assembly 

Speaker Gaddam Prasad 
Kumar, Deputy Chief Min-
ister Bhatti Vikramarka, 
along with several Minis-
ters and other dignitaries, 
were present on the occa-
sion. Earlier, accompanied 
by the Chief Minister, the 
Governor paid floral trib-
utes to the statues of Ma-
hatma Gandhi and Dr BR 
Ambedkar located within 
the Assembly premises.

HARISH RAO SLAMS GOVT OVER 
TELANGANA WATER RIGHTS

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

HARISH Rao, BRS Deputy 
Floor Leader and former min-
ister, launched a sharp attack 
on the Congress government 
in Telangana, accusing Chief 
Minister A Revanth Reddy of 
failing to safeguard the state’s 
water rights in the Krishna 
River and Godavari River ba-
sins.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the Assembly Media 
Hall here on Monday, Harish 
Rao alleged that the Congress 
government had adopted an 
“irresponsible and shortsight-
ed” approach, allowing injus-
tice to Telangana in river water 
allocations. 

He claimed the state’s in-
terests had effectively been 

“mortgaged” to neighbouring 
N Chandrababu Naidu’s gov-
ernment in Andhra Pradesh.

The BRS leader contrasted 
the current situation with the 
previous BRS regime under 
former chief minister K Chan-
drashekar Rao, stating that the 
earlier government had worked 
extensively to secure Telanga-
na’s share of river waters. 

He said the BRS government 
ensured protection of Telanga-
na’s rights under the Bachawat 
Tribunal award and pushed 
major irrigation projects to 
utilise the allocated share. He 
claimed that out of the 1,400 
TMC of water available in the 
Godavari basin, 968 TMC had 
been secured for Telangana, 
while Andhra Pradesh was al-
located 518 TMC. 

He also noted that projects 

totalling about 400 TMC were 
taken up during the BRS ten-
ure to utilise the state’s share.

Accusing the Centre of sid-
ing with Andhra Pradesh state, 
the BRS leader alleged that the 
BJP-led Central government 
was supporting attempts to 
divert Telangana’s water. Re-
ferring to a meeting of irriga-
tion officials from both states 
held in New Delhi on January 
30, Harish Rao said Andhra 
Pradesh had proposed argu-
ments claiming there were 
no specific state-wise alloca-
tions in the Godavari basin. 
haHe criticised the Telangana 
government for failing to re-
spond to the meeting minutes 
even after more than a month, 
questioning whether the gov-
ernment had effectively con-
ceded Telangana’s share.

Harish Rao also questioned 
the role of the Central Water 
Commission and the Goda-
vari River Management Board 
in revisiting tribunal alloca-
tions. He pointed out that ap-
provals for multiple projects 
in the Godavari basin were 
granted based on the tribunal 
award.

The BRS leader further al-
leged that Andhra Pradesh 

was now seeking nearly 775 
TMC of Godavari water and 
warned that Telangana’s rights 
were under threat.

Demanding immediate ac-
tion, Harish Rao urged the 
Congress government to re-
spond strongly to the Centre 
and ensure protection of Tel-
angana’s water rights in both 
the Krishna and Godavari 
river basins. (NSS)

•  Notes that projects totalling about 400 TMC  

were taken up during the BRS tenure to utilise  
the state’s share

•  Claims the state’s interests had effectively been 

“mortgaged” to neighbouring government in  

Andhra Pradesh
•  Alleges that the Congress government had adopted an 

“irresponsible and shortsighted” approach, allowing 

injustice to Telangana in river water allocations


