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HC gives BRS final chance to 
respond in Kokapet land PIL please

Division Bench directs party to file counter affidavit within three weeks over 11-acre land allotment row
Legal correspondent  

Hyderabad

THE Telangana High Court 
Division Bench comprising 
Chief Justice Aparesh Kumar 
Singh and Justice Ghouse 
Meera Mohiuddin, on Mon-
day granted a final opportunity 
to the Bharat Rashtra Samithi 
(BRS) to file its counter affida-
vit in two Public Interest Liti-
gations (PILs) challenging the 
allotment of 11 acres of prime 
land in Kokapet. 

The court directed the 
General Secretary of the BRS 
party to submit the requisite 
response within three weeks, 
emphasising that this exten-
sion is granted as a last indul-
gence.  

The litigation concerns the 
decision of the erstwhile BRS 
government to allocate land 
situated in Survey Numbers 
239 and 240 of Kokapet village, 
Gandipet mandal, for the con-

struction of a party office.
The proceedings initiated 

following the issuance of no-
tices on July 18, 2023, to the 
Chief Secretary of Telangana, 
the Commissioner of HMDA, 
the Commissioner of CCLA, 
and the BRS party. 

During the hearing, coun-
sel representing the BRS Gen-
eral Secretary, TV Ramana 
Rao, argued that the petitions 
were politically motivated and 
lacked genuine public interest. 

He contended that the peti-

tioners had selectively targeted 
the party without challenging 
similar prior allotments and 
requested a four-week ad-
journment to file the counter 
affidavits. 

Conversely, the Additional 
Advocate General for Telanga-
na, Md. Imran Khan, informed 
the bench that the state gov-
ernment had already submit-
ted its counter affidavit in the 
matter.

The first petition, filed by the 
Forum for Good Governance, 

seeks a stay on the allotment, 
while the second petition, filed 
by advocate A Venkatarami 
Reddy, seeks a direction for 
the Anti-Corruption Bureau to 
register a case against the BRS 
General Secretary. 

The petitioners allege that 
while the BRS requested the 
land to establish an Institute 
for Excellence and Human Re-
source Development, the true 
intent was the construction 
of a party office.  It is further 
contended that the 11-acre 

tract, valued at approximately 
Rs 50 crore per acre, total-
ing an estimated market value 
of Rs. 1,100 crore was alien-
ated for a consideration of Rs 
3,41,25,000, which the peti-
tioners describe as a nominal 
price.

Arguments presented before 
the court highlighted that the 
BRS party already maintains 
a significant headquarters on 
two acres in Banjara Hills. 

The petitioners claim the 
subsequent allotment in Koka-
pet, approved by the then 
Chief Minister following a pro-
posal by the District Collector 
of Ranga Reddy, constitutes an 
abuse of executive power.  

Having noted that the BRS 
has yet to file its response 
despite the lapse of several 
months since the initial notice, 
the Division Bench adjourned 
the matter for three weeks to 
facilitate the filing of the coun-
ter affidavits.

Anti-mosquito drive 
intensified in Malkajgiri
HYDERABAD: Special pro-
grammes are being conducted 
under the auspices of the Ento-
mology Department to control 
the spread of mosquitoes within 
the limits of Malkajgiri Munici-
pal Corporation. As part of the 
99-day action plan, several pre-
ventive measures are being im-
plemented across different parts 
of the city.

Under the programme, chemi-
cal spraying was carried out with 
the help of drones to remove Pis-
tia plants in Mansurabad lake. 
Similarly, weeds growing on the 
water surface were cleared in 
Nagole lake and Kummarikunta 
lake, following which anti-larval 
chemicals were sprayed to pre-
vent mosquito breeding.

Handloom expo highlights 
country’s weaving heritage

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

THE Special Handloom Marketing 
Event–2026 showcasing elite handloom 
products from across the country was in-
augurated at Kamma Sangam in Ameer-
pet. The eight-day festival was inaugurat-
ed by Minister Tummala Nageswara Rao, 
who praised the efforts of the Develop-
ment Commissioner (Handlooms) under 
the Ministry of Textiles, Government of 
India, for providing a platform to cel-

ebrate the craftsmanship of weavers.
The exhibition features handloom 

weavers and handicraft artisans from 
several states, displaying a wide range 
of traditional sarees and textiles such as 
Banarasi, Patola, Chanderi, Paithani and 
Pochampally Ikat. The event promotes 
country’s rich textile heritage while en-
couraging sustainable fashion and direct 
interaction between artisans and visitors.

The festival will continue until March 
17 and is open daily from 10:30 am to 9 
pm with free entry for visitors.

Minister Tummala Nageswara Rao inaugurates the Special Handloom Marketing 
Event–2026, showcasing elite handloom products from across the country, at Kamma 
Sangam in Ameerpet on Monday.

TG ICET 2026 
registration date 
extended without 

late fee
HYDERABAD: MAHATMA 
Gandhi University, Nalgonda, 
which is conducting the Telanga-
na Integrated Common Entrance 
Test (TG ICET-2026) on behalf 
of the Telangana State Council of 
Higher Education, has announced 
an extension of the last date for 
registration and submission of 
online applications. In response 
to numerous requests from stu-
dents, parents, and stakeholders, 
the deadline for applying without 
a late fee has been extended up to 
March 23, 2026. Convener Prof 
Aluvala Ravi urged candidates to 
take advantage of the extension 
and complete their applications at 
the earliest.

CM Revanth felicitates Team 
India star Tilak Varma

Cricketer meets Chief Minister after returning to 
Hyderabad following India’s T20 World Cup 2026 victory

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

TEAM India cricketer Tilak Varma 
called on Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy at his chambers on Monday. The 
meeting took place after Tilak Varma 
returned to Hyderabad following India’s 
victory in the T20 World Cup 2026.

On the occasion, the Chief Minister 

felicitated Tilak Varma and congratu-
lated him for bringing pride to the 
country and Telangana through his 
achievement. Ministers Vakiti Srihari 
and Mohammad Azharuddin, Rajya 
Sabha member Vem Narender Reddy, 
SATG Chairman Shivasena Reddy, CM 
Principal Secretary Srinivasa Raju and 
MD Sony Baladevi were also present on 
the occasion.

Chief Minister  Revanth Reddy felicitates Team India star Tilak Varma in Hyderabad on Monday

Osmania Hospital 
launches free 3D-printed 

artificial limb facility
Hans News Service  

Hyderabad

IN a significant step towards improving rehabilita-
tion services for amputee patients, Osmania Gen-
eral Hospital inaugurated a new facility to provide 
3D printed artificial limbs as part of the services at 
its existing foot care centre. The initiative was inau-
gurated by the hospital’s superintendent Dr Rakesh 
Sahay, on Sunday.

The facility will operate under the joint supervi-
sion of the endocrinology, general surgery and or-
thopedic departments, providing artificial limbs to 
patients, who have undergone amputations due to 
trauma or complications such as gangrenous dia-
betic ulcers. 

According to hospital authorities, the artificial 
limbs are manufactured using advanced technology, 
including 3D printing and lightweight materials, 
ensuring that each prosthetic is designed to match 
the exact dimensions of the patient. This custom-
ised design allows patients to walk comfortably with 
minimal pressure and improved mobility. Each arti-
ficial limb typically costs around Rs 25,000, but un-
der this initiative, they will be provided free of cost 
to patients in need.

The hospital administration expressed grati-
tude to the Rogi Sahayata Trust for supporting the 
programme and facilitating the supply of artificial 
limbs for economically disadvantaged patients. On 
the occasion of the inauguration, 10 patients, who 
had undergone lower limb amputations, were fitted 
with the new 3D printed prosthetics.


