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Pawan Kalyan targets Jagan,

questions silence on TT

HaNs NEWS SERVICE
VIJAYAWADA

DEPUTY Chief Minister
Pawan Kalyan on Tuesday
sharpened the attack on
former chief minister Y

S Jagan Mohan Reddy
during a short discussion
in the Andhra Pradesh
Assembly on the alleged
use of adulterated ghee in
the preparation of Tirumala
laddu prasadam.

Pawan questioned why
Jagan was “shielding”
members of the then
Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (T'TD)
board.

“It would have been
enough if he had said an
investigation should be
conducted and action
taken,” Pawan said. “If you
are holding them back, then
are you not involved?”

He accused the YSRCP
of misleading the public
by claiming there were no
chemicals in the ghee used
for Srivari laddu prasadam.

® (Cites SIT, NDDB
reports; says contracts
were relaxed

® ‘Ifyou shield them, are
you not involved’ he
asks former CM

“That is why they are now
forced to give explanations,”
he said.

The Deputy CM
alleged that the Special
Investigation Team (SIT)
had concluded there was
a conspiracy behind the
supply of adulterated ghee.
He claimed tender rules
were relaxed to award
contracts to favoured firms
and said the then TTD
governing body failed to
discharge its responsibility.
“We are not accusing
blindly. The lapse occurred
during the tenure of the
board appointed then,” he
said.

Referring to investigation
findings, Pawan said the
NDDB report indicated
the presence of animal-

related substances in the

ghee. He also cited the
CBI-monitored SIT probe,
stating that the report
concluded the product
supplied was not genuine
ghee.

He alleged that laddus
were prepared using the
adulterated ghee and
claimed that about one

Board

lakh such laddus were sent
to Ayodhya. “Only Srivari
knows what was mixed in
that ghee,” he said, adding
that anyone found guilty
must face strict punishment.
“If something like this

had happened to any

other religion, the entire
country would have reacted
strongly;” he said.

Council witnesses clash over
crime and women’s safety

HaNs NEws SERVICE
VIJAYAWADA

A heated debate unfolded
in the Legislative Council
on Tuesday during a short
discussion on law and
order, with the treasury and
opposition benches trading
sharp charges over women’s
safety, crime statistics and
the alleged spread of drugs.

Home minister V Anitha
told the House that crimes
against women have fallen
by 4.4 percent since the
formation of the NDA
coalition government. She
asserted that the govern-
ment has adopted a zero-
tolerance policy towards
crimes against girl children.

According to her, overall
crime in the state has
declined by 6.6 per cent in
the past 20 months due to
measures initiated by Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu. She said POCSO
cases dropped by 8 per
cent, murders of women
fell by 45 percent and gang
rape cases declined by 64
percent.

® Home minister
Anitha claims
overall crime fell
6.6% in 20
montbhs, citing
sharp drops in
POCSO, murders
of women, and
gang rape cases

® Accuses the
previous YSRCP

govt of law-and-order failure, hlghllghtmglost Central
funds and pledging one lakh CCTV cameras plus anti-

drug drives

® Opposition MLC Kalyani counters with data showing
harassment cases and rising NDPS cases, linking
violent crimes to drugs and illicit liquor

Anitha blamed the previ-
ous YSRCP government
for what she described as
a breakdown of law and
order. She alleged that
industries and invest-
ments retreated during that
period and claimed there
was a time when families
feared for the safety of
women stepping out of
their homes.

The minister also alleged
that Rs 180 crore in central

funds was lost earlier due
to the absence of a proper
action plan. She said the
present government plans
to install one lakh CCTV
cameras across the state to
strengthen surveillance.
Under a special anti-drug
drive, 96,940 kg of mari-
juana has been seized so
far, she added.

Anitha further stated
that SC and ST atrocity
cases have come down by

25 percent and accused

the previous regime of
politicising such cases. She
also referred to the arrest of
a village sarpanch belong-
ing to YSRCP in a theft case
at the residence of a TDP
MLA.

However, YSRCP MLC
Varudu Kalyani contested
the government’s claims.
Citing official data, she
said 16,288 women were
reportedly subjected to
harassment and alleged that
crimes against women had
increased in 10 districts,
including Guntur, Nellore,
Vizianagaram and Tirupati.

She linked violent crimes
to ganja, drugs and illicit
liquor, and pointed to a
recent case in Madanapalle
involving the rape and
murder of a minor girl.
Kalyani also claimed NDPS
cases had risen sharply in
districts such as Srikakulam
and Nellore.

As the debate grew
heated, the Chairman
repeatedly urged members
to maintain decorum and
stick to the subject.

36,000-cr scam alleged in
‘Housing for All" under YSRCP rule

HANs NEwWS SERVICE
VIJAYAWADA

REVENUE minister Ana-
gani Satya Prasad on Tues-
day alleged in the Assembly
that massive irregularities
amounting to nearly Rs 6,000
crore took place during the
previous YSRCP  govern-
ment under the ‘Housing for
All' scheme.

Responding to a question
raised by TDP MLA Mad-
dipati Venkata Raju, the
minister said that although
the previous government
claimed to have distributed
22 lakh house site pattas,
nearly seven lakh beneficiar-
ies did not even take con-
veyance deeds. He alleged
that lands unfit for habita-
tion — including low-lying
areas, burial grounds, re-
mote locations far from vil-
lages, and flood-prone lands
— were acquired at two to
three times the market price
for distribution under the
scheme.

Due to the non-habitable
nature of these lands, nearly
2.5 lakh beneficiaries report-
edly refused to accept house
site pattas, he said. The min-
ister further stated that upon
inquiry by the present coa-
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Revenue minister Anagani Satya Prasad speaking on housing in
the Assembly on Tuesday

® Revenue minister Satya Prasad says nearly
Rs 6,000 cr irregularities took place under the
previous YSRCP regime with unfit lands being acquired
atinflated prices and seven lakh beneficiaries did not

take conveyance deeds

ineligible beneficiaries were
identified in the distribution
process. Additionally, anoth-
er 1,11,037 beneficiaries are
still under verification.

After assuming office, the
coalition government de-
cided to allot three cents of
land in rural areas and two
cents in urban areas under
the housing scheme, he said,
pointing out that the previ-
ous government had allotted
only 1.5 cents or even one
cent in some cases.

a total of 4,08,876 fresh ap-
plications have been received
for house site pattas. Of
these, 1,03,494 applications
have been approved, 1,41,928
rejected, and 1,56,454 are
currently under scrutiny.

He asserted that the pre-
sent government is commit-
ted to ensuring transparency
and providing genuinely
eligible poor families with
proper, habitable land for
housing, unlike the alleged
irregularities during the pre-

SYNTHETIC MILK THREAT
PROMPTS TIGHT CHECKS

PRADEEP VENNELAKANTI
TIRUPATI

THE suspected link between
adulterated milk and the re-
cent deaths of four persons
in Rajamahendravaram has
triggered a wave of caution
across AP’s dairy-rich Ray-
alaseema region, with of-
ficials tightening checks in
Tirupati and Chittoor dis-
tricts.

Authorities say the trag-
edy has raised fresh concerns
about synthetic milk enter-
ing regular supply chains,
particularly through infor-
mal and cross-border routes.
Tirupatiand Chittoor, known
for their strong dairy base af-
ter agriculture, witness heavy
milk procurement for both
domestic consumption and
bulk supply to chilling cen-
tres and private dairies. The
steady movement of milk
across the Andhra Pradesh-
Karnataka border has further
heightened vigilance.

The alert follows recent
enforcement action near
Ballagiri in Karnataka, close
to the Kuppam border,
where officials reportedly
uncovered a synthetic milk

® |nspections are
underway in key dairy
producing districts
with large-scale milk
movement in Tirupati
and Chittoor districts

dividuals — two from San-
thipuram mandal and one
from Ramakuppam mandal
in Chittoor district — were
allegedly found producing
artificial milk by blending
expired milk powder with
palm oil, urea and water. In-
vestigators said the mixture
was designed to imitate the
thickness and fat content of
genuine milk before being
circulated in local markets.
Food safety officials ex-
plained that adulteration
often involves adding sub-
stances such as urea, starch,
detergents, maltodextrin
and vegetable fats to enhance
whiteness and density.
Preservatives and neu-
tralisers may also be used
to prolong shelf life. In ex-
treme cases, officers said, a
single litre of pure milk can
be stretched into two litres
of synthetic product, signifi-
cantly boosting illegal profits.

reported misuse of oxytocin
injections in cattle in some
areas to artificially increase
milk yield.

Medical experts have
warned that adulterated milk
can have serious health con-
sequences. The liver and kid-
neys are among the first or-
gans affected, while children
may experience vomiting,
diarrhoea and digestive com-
plications. Long-term expo-
sure to chemically altered
milk could lead to more se-
vere complications, doctors
cautioned.

sumers to be alert to basic
warning signs. Nearly 90
percent of locally produced
milk in the region is cow
milk, which typically car-
ries a slight yellowish tinge,
whereas buffalo milk appears
whiter.

If milk sold as cow milk
looks unusually white or ex-
cessively thick, adulteration
should be suspected. Chang-
es in taste, smell or fat con-
sistency are also considered
red flags. Simple household
tests, such as adding iodine
drops to check for maltodex-
trin or observing the texture
of heated milk when rubbed
between fingers, may provide
preliminary indications of
tampering.

Testing facilities are avail-
able at the College of Dairy
Technology in  Tirupati,
where milk samples can be
examined scientifically. Of-
ficials have advised dairies,
bulk purchasers and con-
sumers to utilise these ser-
vices and promptly report
suspicious supplies, stressing
that public cooperation will
be vital to safeguarding the
integrity of the dairy sector
in the wake of the Rajama-

Pensions to be
distributed on
February 28

HaNs NEwWS SERVICE
VIJAYAWADA

THE state government will
distribute NTR Bharosa pen-
sions on February 28, a day in
advance, as March 1 fallson a
Sunday, minister for MSMEs,
SERP and NRI empowerment
and relations Kondapalli
Srinivas said in a statement
on Tuesday.

The government will dis-
burse Rs 2,725.79 crore to a
total of 62,76,322 pensioners
across various categories. The
amount will be delivered at
the doorsteps of beneficiar-
ies by Swarna Gramam and
Swarna Ward staff.

Of the total beneficiaries,
8,977 are newly sanctioned
widow (spouse) pensioners,
for whom Rs 3.59 crore has
been released.The minister
stated that pensions will be
distributed on February 28,
and any remaining payments
will be completed on March
2, 2026, with Secretariat staff
ensuring doorstep delivery.

He further said that since
the coalition government as-
sumed office, a total of Rs
57,808.68 crore has been
spent on pensions, reflecting
the State government’s com-
mitment to social security

CPI criticises . . .
"ggg:;];';;ggmn AP pUShGS greeninves {menls llegal dairy unit sealed after
g fatal milk adulteration incident

Hans NEws SERVICE
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CPI national secretary K
Ramakrishna strongly criti-
cised the Andhra Pradesh As-
sembly and Legislative Coun-
cil budget session, stating
that they have been reduced
to endless debates over the
‘laddu controversy’ instead
of meaningful discussions
on the Rs 3 lakh crore state
budget.

Addressing the media in
the national capital on Tues-
day, he expressed concern
that both ruling and opposi-
tion parties — including TDP,
Jana Sena, BJP, and YSRCP
members — spent hours de-
bating the laddu issue while
ignoring pressing matters
such as welfare schemes, de-
velopment projects, and pub-
lic grievances. Ramakrishna
noted that allegations of adul-
teration and corruption in
laddu distribution are widely
known. He insisted that if
corruption is proven, those
responsible must face strict
legal action and imprison-
ment. “Only then will people
appreciate the government’s
seriousness, he said.

with ?408 crenergy projects

HaNs NEws SERVICE
VIJAYAWADA

APGENCO In-charge
managing director (MD) and
chief executive officer of the
AP State Energy Conserva-
tion Mission (APSECM), P
Pulla Reddy, emphasised that
timely action is crucial for
sustainable growth. He urged
industries and financial in-
stitutions to actively mobilise
public and private capital for
energy-efficiency projects.
Addressing an Invest-
ment Bazar Workshop held
at Hotel Murali Fortune
in Vijayawada on Tuesday,
he called upon stakehold-
ers to convert the state’s
identified technical potential
into bankable, time-bound
investments that would en-
hance industrial competitive-
ness while advancing climate
and energy-efficiency goals.
The workshop brought
together senior officials,
representatives from indus-
tries and MSMEs, financial
institutions, and technology
providers to accelerate green
investments across the state.
Among those present were
NREDCAP vice-chairman
and Managing Director M
Kamalakar Babu and Bureau
of Energy Efficiency (BEE),
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AP State Energy Conservafion Mission CEO P Pulla Redd\-/'
addressing the Investment Bazar Workshop on energy-efficiency

projects in Vijayawada on Tuesday

Government of India, Direc-
tor P Shyam Sunder. Around
50 industries and banking
institutions participated in
the workshop

Pulla Reddy said the
state has already identified
over Rs 408 crore worth
of viable energy-efficiency
projects through five earlier
Investment Bazar events
and stressed the need for
swift financial closure and
implementation. Referring to
the State Energy Efficiency
Policy 2024-2028, he noted
that compliance with the En-
ergy Conservation Building
Code (ECBC) 2017 has been
mandated across 123 Urban
Local Bodies, with more
than 1,800 ECBC-compliant

buildings already approved.

He also encouraged indus-
tries to utilise the ADEETIE
scheme, which offers interest
subvention of 5% for micro
and small enterprises and
3% for medium enterprises
across 14 key sectors, includ-
ing fisheries and glass and
refractory clusters in East
and West Godavari districts.
Stating that this was the sixth
Investment Bazar event un-
der BEE’s Energy Efficiency
Financing Platform initiative,
he said the State has achieved
energy savings of 1.356 mil-
lion tonnes of oil equivalent
across 59 industries under
the Perform, Achieve and
Trade (PAT) mechanism up
to Cycle VI.

He said that the APSECM
has also formed a Financial
Institutions Committee com-
prising 11 banks and two
NBECs to facilitate project
financing. He added that
Andhra Pradesh recently
received the National Energy
Conservation Award 2025
(First Prize) for the fourth
consecutive time. He said
Chief Minister N Chandrab-
abu Naidu, Energy minister
Gottipati Ravi Kumar and
chief secretary K Vijayanand
are committed to maintain-
ing the state’s leadership in
energy efficiency through
coordinated and result-
oriented efforts.

BEE Director P Shyam
Sunder interacted with
MSME representatives and
explained the benefits of the
ADEETIE scheme, includ-
ing interest subvention,
technical support from audit
to implementation, and
facilitation through a nodal
bank and project manage-
ment unit. NREDCAP VC &
MD Kamalakar Babu high-
lighted the synergy between
renewable energy and energy
efficiency, outlining plans
to develop green industrial
clusters powered by clean
energy and modern efficient
systems.
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THE adulterated milk trag-
edy in Rajamahendravaram
has escalated, with police
registering murder charg-
es against trader Addala
Ganeswara Rao after five
deaths and 16 cases of se-
vere kidney complications.
Investigations linked the
crisis in Chowdeswari Na-
gar and Swaroop Nagar to
contaminated milk supplied
by his Varalakshmi Dairy,
which was sealed for oper-
ating without mandatory
permissions.

DSP Devakumar said pre-
liminary findings revealed
adulteration with urea, de-
tergent powder, and oil to
thicken milk, compounded

by coolant oil leakage from a
refrigerator. Officials believe
financial distress and profit
motives drove the practice.

Health  authorities  re-
ported a surge in acute renal
failure cases among residents
consuming milk from the
Korukonda dairy chain. A
contaminated batch is sus-
pected to have caused wide-
spread toxicity. Three victims
— Radhakrishnamurthy, N
Seshagiri Rao, and Tadi Ram-
ani — died on Monday, rais-
ing the toll to five. Controver-
sy surrounds the exclusion
of B Kanakaratnam, whose
family insists her death was
linked to the incident.

Chief Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu ordered a
comprehensive inquiry,
directing  district  collec-

tor Kirthi Chekuri and SP
Narasimha Kishore to probe
thoroughly. Eluru range IGP
Ashok Kumar confirmed se-
vere charges, elevating the
case from food safety viola-
tion to criminal act.

Health commissioner
Veerapandian ~ announced
government coverage of treat-
ment expenses and urged res-
idents with symptoms to seek
immediate care. Forensic
analysis of seized samples is
underway, while citizens de-
mand stricter monitoring of
dairy operations to safeguard
public health.

Meanwhile, district col-

lector Kirthi Chekuri along
with MLA Adireddy Srinivas
handed over cheques of Rs
10 lakh each to the bereaved
families.

District collector Kirthi Cherukun along W|th MLA A Srinivas dlstrlbutes cheques to bereaved
families in Rajamahendravaram on Tuesday




