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NMP 2.0 is a bold step; it can unlock resources for reinvestment

HE government has done well

to set a target of Rs 16.7 lakh
crore for National Monetisation
Pipeline (NMP) 2.0. The objec-
tive is to monetise assets of more
than 2,000 projects in 12 sectors
till 2029-30. The Prime Minister-
headed NITI Aayog, after consulta-
tion with infrastructure ministries,
has developed NMP 2.0, which
Finance Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man launched on Monday. A NITI
Aayog paper said in 2021, “Asset
monetisation, based on the philoso-
phy of ‘Creation through Moneti-
sation, will tap institutional invest-
ment and long-term patient capital
into stable mature assets, in turn
generating financial resources for
new infrastructure asset creation.
This will enable economic growth,
generating employment opportu-
nities and better prospects for the

country’s growth” At the launch,
the Finance Minister complimented
all ministries and departments and
NITI Aayog for meeting nearly 90
per cent of the target of Rs 6 lakh
crore, which was set for four years
in the implementation of NMP 1.0.
On the face of it, praise for falling
short of the target seems awkward.
However, if the polarised political
situation and the perverted public
discourse (which equates processes
like privatisation and asset moneti-
sation as cheaply selling off national
treasure) are considered, we find
that her comments are not off the
mark.

Highlighting the significance
of asset monetisation, she rightly
pointed out that NMP enables re-
cycling of productive public assets,
thereby unlocking resources for
reinvestment in new projects and

capital expenditure. She noted that
this approach facilitates efficient
mobilisation of funds for capex in
public assets while minimising the
budgetary outgo of the government.
While the Centre has the courage
to go ahead with the programme,
it must ensure that it doesn’t result
in corruption and monopolies. Six
points need to be considered re-
garding this. First, the government
must ensure transparency in valu-
ation. Public assets must be priced
realistically and competitively. In-
dependent advisors, transparent
bidding processes, and robust dis-
closure norms are essential. All con-
tracts should be made public, bar-
ring commercially sensitive details,
so that citizens and oversight bodies
can scrutinise them. The credibility
of NMP 2.0 will rest on the percep-
tion that assets are neither under-

valued nor selectively awarded.
Second, competitive bidding
must be genuine, not cosmetic. If
a handful of large conglomerates
dominate most sectors, the risk of
concentration increases. This can
lead to a situation where the state
replaces a public monopoly with
a private one. Third, the contract
design must balance investor incen-
tives with public interest safeguards.
Concession agreements should
include performance benchmarks,
service quality standards, and pen-
alty clauses for non-compliance.
For instance, toll road operators
must adhere to maintenance and
safety norms; power transmission
operators must ensure reliability;
airport operators must maintain
passenger service standards. Regu-
latory oversight cannot be lax once
assets are monetised. The objec-

tive is efficiency, not abdication.
Fourth, revenue-sharing and user
charges need careful calibration.
While private operators must earn
a fair return, excessive user fees
can generate public resentment and
fuel political backlash. Transparent
tariff-setting mechanisms, ideally
overseen by independent regula-
tors, can mitigate such risks. Fifth,
strong audit and accountability
mechanisms are indispensable. In-
stitutions such as the Comptroller
and Auditor General (CAG) and
parliamentary committees should
periodically review monetisation
outcomes. And, finally, the govern-
ment must effectively explain the
difference between monetisation
and privatisation, emphasising that
ownership remains public and that
funds raised are earmarked for new
infrastructure.

Rich brats cause fatal accidents but go scot-free
PARENTS MUST BE HELD RESPONSIBLE

Dr Hyma MOORTY

rich ‘brat’ in Pune,
son of a construc-
tion tycoon, killed

two young IT professionals
snatching away their prom-
ising careers. Another rich
‘brat’ was arrested from
Virar, Mumbai, after mer-
cilessy and consciously
murdering a mother of two
young children, while a
third killed two promising
young boys. In the recent
Lamborghini hit and run
case in Kanpur, the spoilt
brat at the wheel brought the
car driver to the driving seat.
It was the presence of mind
of the socially conscious
by-passers that ensured that
the rich guy responsible for
the accident was booked. In
Delhi’s Dwaraka locality, a
juvenile boy was speeding
a Scorpio without a license,
and his sister was filming a
social-media ‘reel’ and the
vehicle killed a 23-year-old
and severely injured a cab
driver. His mother, a single
parent, was devastated.
Looking back, one finds
that such reckless incidents
are happening too often,
especially with young driv-
ers hungry for social media
fame. All these ‘killers’ bra-
zenly wear up their sleeve
tattooed inscriptions like
‘Mera baap amir hai. These
are offspring of stinking rich
parents, who drive high-end
cars and question the law by
flaunting the clout of their

father. The list is long and
endless. Justice hinges on
courts where cases are over-
ly delayed. The system is in
cahoots to help relieve the
accused of any punishment.

It is a harsh reminder of
how money and power can
call the shots, leaving the
victims powerless. Its a se-
rious issue and needs more
awareness and stricter en-
forcement.

But public outcry and
media pressure often push
authorities to act, collective
vigilance matters. It is not
easy to cope with the sudden
loss of a family member.

These recent cases of
drunk driving involving
youngsters and unlicensed
juvenile drivers, often re-
ferred to as ‘rich brats' by
the media and society, have
been alarming. It highlights
the pressing issue of under-
age drinking and its fatal
consequences. Drivers aged
between 21 and 24 years, un-
der the influence of alcohol,
account for most fatal acci-
dents.

This trend calls for strict
enforcement of laws and
public awareness campaigns
on responsible drinking.
Its a common concern that
wealth and influence can
lead to unequal treatment
under the law, with ordi-
nary citizens facing harsher
consequences for similar of-

After all, money can ‘fix’ almost everything these
days. Power always twists, and when money becomes
absolute, it smothers conscience. Compassion, pity,
help, fear and support get buried deep while ego,
pride and wealth surface and dominate. No rules and
regulations can resolve such problems.

fences. Cases like the Lam-
borghini one in Kanpur
often spark public outcry
and intense calls for justice
highlighting the need for
unbiased accountability in
investigation.

Let us analyze the rea-
sons why many of these rich
‘brats’ fall and flash their
‘borrowed’ riches. The most
important reason is to have
the privilege of growing up
in affluent surroundings.
This leads to reckless be-
haviour, including excessive
drinking and reckless driv-
ing unmindful of the conse-
quences.

The social circles they
move around normalises
excessive drinking and un-

heeding conduct, be it at
home or on road, creat-
ing an environment where
such actions are seen as ac-
ceptable or even as status
symbols. They experience a
high-stress environment de-
spite external perceptions of
luxury; the pressures and ex-
pectations placed on wealthy
individuals can lead to stress
and coping mechanisms
that lead them to substance
abuse. Lack of responsibil-
ity towards themselves, fam-
ily and society and personal
accountability add to the
intoxication. Parents are to
be held accountable and an-
swerable to varying extents
for accidents and killings
caused by their juveniles

and addict children. If they
fail to spend some time and
educate their children about
the damage of drinking and
driving, they are morally and
ethically responsible. They
are supposed to supervise
their children, especially
when they are underage and
not legally allowed to drink
or drive. If they are aware of
their child’s brash and erratic
behaviour but fail to take any
timely action, they should
be held liable for the conse-
quences. Parents have a sig-
nificant role in shaping their
children’s behaviour.

Most of the accidents
in our country are caused
by human error, careless-
ness and being casual at the
wheel. It is necessary to be
cautious and sincerely obey
traffic rules, irrespective of
who and what you are.

Meanwhile, some ac-
cidents are caused even if
one is careful, especially at
choked traffic interjections
like Ameerpet junction in
Hyderabad, where the bik-
ers squeeze to cross and hit
the waiting vehicle. While
driving, distraction is the
worst thing to happen and
nowadays everyone is super
pleased with their distracted
driving, which has been on
the rise for the last 15 years
or so. The worst distractions
include being under the in-
fluence of drugs or alcohol

and conversing on the mo-
bile.

The rich have money to
pay the penalties. They can
afford highly specialized
counsel and top-tier ex-
pert witnesses, independent
crime scene investigators
and many skilled attorneys.
A few wealthy people have
high influence, and it be-
comes difficult for individu-
als to come forward and tes-
tify against them. As a result,
prosecution cannot build a
strong case. Witnesses and
victims of crimes can all be
paid to not testify or change
the narrative totally.

After all, money can fix’
almost everything these
days. Power always twists,
and when money becomes
absolute, it smothers con-
science. Compassion, pity,
help, fear and support get
buried deep while ego,
pride and wealth surface
and dominate. No rules and
regulations can resolve such
problems. The mentality of
the public needs to change.
Better sense should prevail.
We start acting human again
when we notice this shift and
choose humility over greed,
restoring empathy before it’s
completely erased.

Drinking and driving
doesn’t just take your life;
it shatters the lives of those
who love you. It will be good
if every youngster and the
elders remember this and
change their mindset ac-
cordingly.

THE RISEAND FALL OF EIL MENCHO

B VKUMAR

EMESIO Oseguera Cervantes, known

as “El Mencho”, died on Sunday while
being taken to the capital Mexico City, after
being seriously injured in clashes between
his supporters and the Mexican army. Four
CJNG members were killed in the town of
Tapalpa, the central-western Jalisco state.
Three army personnel were also injured. The
US had given Mexico tactical Intelligence
that assisted the operation.

Over the past year, Claudia Sheinbaum
Pardo, President of Mexico has come under
intense pressure from US President Donald
Trump, who threatened military interven-
tion and higher import tariffs if Mexico fails
to demonstrate concrete gains in curbing
drug trafficking. However, Sheinbaum has
rejected the notion of US strikes in Mexico,
characterizing them as a violation of Mexi-
co’s sovereignty and territorial integrity.

According to its 2023 Annual Threat As-
sessment, the US intelligence community
cited Mexico-based Transnational Criminal
Organizations (TCOs) as the dominant pro-
ducers and suppliers of various illicit drugs
destined for the domestic U.S. market. Mex-
ican TCOs, particularly the Sinaloa Cartel
and the Jalisco Nueva Generacion (CJNG)
remain the most predominant and sophisti-
cated groups overseeing the transportation
and distribution routes from Mexico to the
United States.

Both groups have consolidated control
over drug corridors from Mexico and are
heavily involved in trafficking of fentanyl,
methamphetamine, cocaine, heroin, and
marijuana. Both have a history of establish-
ing drug trafficking hubs, strong criminal
partnerships, and using violence and cor-
ruption to gain control over the territory
where they operate.

The Sinaloa and Jalisco Cartels pose the
greatest criminal drug threat the United
States has ever faced. These ruthless, violent,
criminal organizations have associates, fa-
cilitators, and brokers in all 50 states in the
United States, as well as in more than 100
countries around the world. The Sinaloa
Cartel, the Jalisco Cartel, and their affiliates

‘EL MENCHO,’ THE LEADER OF ONE OF
MEXICO’S MOST POWERFUL CARTELS,
DEAD AFTER MILITARY OPERATION

control most of the fentanyl global supply
chain, from manufacture to distribution.

The Jalisco Cartel maintains illicit drug
distribution hubs in Los Angeles, Seattle,
Charlotte, Chicago, and Atlanta. Interna-
tionally, the Jalisco Cartel has a presence
and influence through associates, facilita-
tors, and brokers on every continent, except
Antarctica.

In Milenio Cartel, EIl Mencho started as a
member of the assassin squad that protected
the drug lord Armando Valencia Cornelio
(“El Maradona”). On 12 August 2003, his
boss was arrested by Mexican authorities.
Around the same time, a rival criminal
group known as Los Zetas, with the backing
of the Gulf Cartel, carried out an armed of-
fensive against the Milenio Cartel in Micho-
acan. The attack forced the Valencia family
to exile in Jalisco.

El Mencho relocated to the state capital,
Guadalajara, with his father-in-law José
Luis Gonzélez Valencia (alias “El Quini”)
and Roman Caballero Valencia. In Jalisco,
El Mencho and the Milenio Cartel formed
an alliance with the Sinaloa Cartel subgroup
headed by Ignacio “Nacho” Coronel, a high-
ranking drug lord and ally of Joaquin “El
Chapo” Guzman. Under Coronel, El Men-
cho and his group managed the Sinaloa Car-
tel's drug operations, finances, and murder
activities in the states of Colima and Jalisco.

The Milenio Cartel split into two. One

Part of El Mencho’s success
in the drug trade had to do
with his ability to strategize
market and consumer changes.
Initially, the CJNG produced
methamphetamine, but then
he moved to heroin production
when the consumer demand
changed. In a series of highly
coordinated tactics to prevent
El Mencho’s arrest, the CJNG
blocked several highways and
roads by setting at least 37
vehicles on fire. The purpose was
to place them as blockades and
give him ample time to escape

side was known as La Resistencia (The Re-
sistance), the other was Los Mata Zetas (The
Zeta Killers), headed by El Mencho. La Re-
sistencia accused Los Mata Zetas of turning
in Oscar Orlando to the authorities. A war
ensued, and the two groups fought for the
drug smuggling turf in Jalisco.

As leader of the CJNG, El Mencho con-
solidated his position and strengthened his
organization through territorial expansion
and established himself as one of Mexico’s
most-wanted criminals. His rise to fame
was due to several factors, including the ag-
gressive and sensationalist displays of pub-
lic violence by CJNG. The direct attacks of
the CJNG against Mexico’s security forces
earned El Mencho a reputation among au-
thorities as “principal enemy” of the state
and as a dangerous criminal. In addition,
the fall of Mexico’s former top crime bosses
cleared the way for El Mencho to gain vis-
ibility and status.

He consolidated his operations in Jalisco
and its adjacent states by fighting off incur-
sions from criminal groups like Los Zetas
and the Knights Templar Cartel. According

to government sources, he was responsible
for overseeing the CJNG’s entire drug traf-
ficking operations in the states of Jalisco,
Colima, and Guanajuato, where he created
a bastion for methamphetamine production
and trade.

Between 2014 and 2016, the only region
in the country where the CJNG lost its terri-
torial presence was in Mexico City. Interna-
tionally, the CING reportedly has ties with
criminal groups in the U.S,, the rest of Latin
America, Europe, Asia, and Africa. On an
international scale, CING is mainly focused
on trafficking cocaine and methampheta-
mine.

The government estimated that El Men-
cho’s group has about $50 billion in total as-
sets. Part of El Mencho’s success in the drug
trade had to do with his ability to strategize
market and consumer changes. Initially, the
CING produced methamphetamine, but
then he moved to heroin production when
the consumer demand changed.

In a series of highly coordinated tactics
to prevent El Mencho’s arrest, the CJNG
blocked several highways and roads across
the Guadalajara Metropolitan Area by set-
ting at least 37 vehicles on fire. The purpose
was to place them as blockades to impede
the security forces from traveling across
Jalisco’s capital and giving El Mencho am-
ple time to escape. The blockades were
placed in strategic routes to prevent police
reinforcements from coming in or leaving
Guadalajara. After the attacks were over,
the government confirmed that El Mencho
was in the area and had evaded capture. The
US government announced US$ 10 million
as reward to capture El Mencho, which was
increased to US$ 15 million.

Sheinbaum has pursued a direct approach
to combating organized crime by increasing
cooperation with the US security agencies.
In a major operation launched by the Mexi-
can Army the most wanted man and the
leader of the feared Jalisco New Generation
(CJNG) drug cartel have been killed during
a security operation to arrest him, the De-
fence Ministry has said.

(The writer is a former
DG of DRI and NCB)
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‘Keralam’ was long overdue

Riclhristening of Kerala as Keralam following an unani-
ous resolution to that extent by the State Assembly
and Centre’s approval is a cause for great rejoicing. It is only
a matter of time before it gets parliamentary approval. It
is an emphatic reaffirmation of the State’s distinct cultural
and linguistic identity. In fact, it restores the original name
found in Malayalam and its literature. Literally, Keralam
means the land of coconuts. Etymologically, Keralam
could have been a derivative of ‘Chera-alam, meaning ‘land
of the Cheras. According to Dr Herman Gundert, “keram”
is the Canarese (Kannada) form of “cheram” and Cheram.
Keralam extended from Gokarna to Kanyakumari. The
move is unlikely to pay electoral dividends to any political
party as the demand for a change of name has been made
by all parties. It is hoped that north Indians will now stop
referring to the state as “Keral” and start calling it “Ker-
alam”,

G David Milton, Maruthancode (TN)

MPs, MLAs must work for people’s welfare

HE Sri Lankan government presently in financial dol-
drums has found a way out, by way of regulating the
salaries and perks of its MPs and MLAs. This is a welcome
move whereas Indian MPs and MLAs continue to seek en-
hanced pensions reflecting the purpose for which the in-
dividuals have entered the ‘political arena’ - not to serve,
but to be served, to ensure that their lives are safeguarded
by way of unhindered pensions and perks. The lawmak-
ers must understand the responsibilities for which they are
elected. It is imperative to bring legislation in this direc-
tion. The ‘will’ of the people, must not merely end after
casting of the vote, but go in for course correction, when

the lawmakers err in their duty.
Sakunthala KR, Hyderabad

India should emulate the Lankan example

HIS has reference to your editorial ‘Sri Lankan Parlia-
ment shows the way for India. It is time India imple-
ments the Sri Lankan model about salaries and perks of
MPs and MLAs. In fact, this is an issue dominating the
minds of the people of the country for a long time. The law-
makers unabashedly and unilaterally attempt to enhance
their perks and salaries, forgetting the purpose for which
they have been elected. The situation assumes significance
when these elected members have no compunctions to
stall the proceedings in the Parliament for no reason at all -
except to score brownie points. The Sri Lankan model can
infuse a sense of responsibility and purpose in the minds of

Indian lawmakers, once it is implemented.
K V Raghuram, Wayanad

TSSPDCL’s chatbot is a timely move

HE Southern Power Distribution Company of Telan-
gana Limited (TSSPDCL) has done well by launching
its own WhatsApp chatbot, which is aimed at providing
faster, more convenient, and accessible power-related ser-
vices to consumers. Through this platform, users can eas-
ily register complaints, check billing details, and obtain
power supply information on 8712441912. This initiative
reflects a thoughtful adoption of modern technology to
enhance customer service. The chatbot reduces the need to
make countless calls or office visits. Such forward-thinking
measures highlight TSSPDCLs commitment to efficiency,
transparency, and the digital transformation of public utili-
ty services in the state. This development is not only a prac-
tical improvement for everyday users but also a significant
step toward building a more user-friendly, technology-
driven public service ecosystem.
Dr Krishna Kumar Vepakomma, Hyderabad-45

Adulterated milk is the new killer

t is quite ironic that incidents of adulterated milk have
come to light even as there are unending debates over
adulterated Tirumala laddu. It is reported that 106 fami-
lies from Rajamahendravaram, who get milk from a pri-
vate dairy located in Narasapuram, have developed ‘anuria’
(absence of urine). In an unfortunate development, four
persons died and several others are undergoing treatment
in various hospitals. It is a known fact that milk is whole-
some food and so it is one of the staple items in the plate
in various forms. Presently, private dairies are resorting to
different ways to adulterate the milk to capitalise on the
demand. At the same time, monitoring by agencies like
FSSAI has been inactive and, as such, there is no quality
check. The government must toughen its stand and ensure
uncontaminated milk, which is ever in demand and by al-

most all households.
Pratapa Reddy Yaramala, Tiruvuru (AP)

thehansreader@gmail.com

K’taka CM blames BJP as
Dharwad protests intensify

BENGALURU: As protests by government job aspirants
intensified in Dharwad, with many taken into preventive
custody, Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah on Tues-
day blamed the previous BJP regime for the large backlog of
vacant posts. According to protesters, who staged a massive
demonstration in Dharwad earlier in the day, around 2.8 lakh
posts remain vacant across various government departments
in Karnataka, while fewer than 5,000 recruitments have been
made in the last three years. In a press statement, Siddaramai-
ah said that when the Congress assumed office in 2023, over
2.64 lakh government posts were vacant. He said the backlog
was the result of “prolonged inaction under the previous BJP
government, which failed to initiate timely recruitment or cre-
ate a structured roadmap to fill vacancies” “It is deeply un-
fortunate that BJP leaders are choosing to mislead innocent
students even now to serve their narrow political interests,”
the CM said. He alleged that, instead of encouraging aspirants
to stay focused on their preparation and future, opposition
leaders were “attempting to instigate unrest” The chief min-
ister said the current situation was largely due to recruitment
irregularities and alleged corruption during the BJP regime
between 2019 and 2023, which eroded trust in the system and
led to a significant backlog.

Read more at
https://epaper.thehansindia.com
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