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CENTRE PUSHES FOR AVIATION 
INFRA DEVPT IN TELANGANA

Hans News Service  
Hyderabad/Hyderabad 

UNION Minister of Coal and 
Mines G Kishan Reddy met Un-
ion Minister of Civil Aviation K 
Ram Mohan Naidu in New Delhi 
Tuesday. The two leaders con-
ducted a comprehensive review 
of ongoing and proposed airport 
projects across the state, with a 
focus on Warangal, Adilabad and 
Pedapalli.  

The ministers emphasised 
the importance of regular re-
view meetings to ensure timely 
progress and quick resolution 
of challenges. This collabora-
tive approach aims to acceler-
ate the pace of development and 

strengthen connectivity in Telan-
gana.   In Warangal, land acquisi-
tion has been successfully com-
pleted, with 953 acres earmarked 
for the airport. Plans include a 
2,500-metre runway, and the de-
sign and scope of work are being 
finalised. The foundation stone is 
expected to be laid in July 2026, 
marking a major milestone in the 
project.  

Meanwhile, in Adilabad, land 
acquisition for terminal and in-
frastructure facilities is yet to 
begin. 

However, the Ministry of De-
fence has agreed to allow usage 
of its existing land for the runway. 
Discussions are ongoing between 
the Ministries of Civil Aviation 
and Defence to finalize modali-
ties for joint usage of the airport.  

At Pedapalli, 980 acres have 
been identified for the project. 
The Airports Authority of India 
(AAI) is currently conducting 
a feasibility study to assess the 
viability and scope of develop-
ment. UMs Kishan Reddy and K 
Rammohan Naidu held at review 
meeting on the Telangana Avia-
tion Infrastructure Development 
in New Delhi on Tuesday.

l	Union Minister of Coal 
and Mines G Kishan 
Reddy meets Union 
Minister of Civil Aviation 
K Ram Mohan Naidu  

l	Joint review of airport 
projects in Warangal, 
Adilabad and Pedapalli

Union Ministers G Kishan Reddy and K Ram Mohan Naidu hold a review meeting on Telangana’s aviation 
infrastructure development in New Delhi on Tuesday
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THE Hyderabad police dis-
mantled a fraud syndicate 
operating across multiple 
states. The police arrested 104 
individuals and seized large 
quantities of cash and digi-
tal equipment. The operation 
code-named ‘Operation Oc-
topus’ was spearheaded by the 
Cyber Crime wing.

DCP Cybercrimes V Ara-
vind Babu executed a coordi-
nated operation with 32 Special 
Teams comprising seasoned 
investigators across 16 Indian 
states in a span of 10 days. 
The teams launched a mas-
sive crackdown on cybercrime 
syndicates operating across the 
country, targeting networks 
involved in online investment 
scams, trading frauds and digi-
tal arrest schemes.

Following an intensive in-
vestigation into the rise of such 
frauds, the Cyber Crime Police 
identified a nexus of 151 bank 
accounts used to siphon off vic-
tims’ funds. 

This includes 86 mule ac-
count holders, 17 account sup-
pliers/aggregators, and one 
banking official. The accused 
are linked to 1,055 cyber fraud 
cases registered across India, 
involving a total fraud amount 

of approximately Rs 127 crore.
Police seized 204 mobile 

phones, 141 SIM Cards, 152 
bank passbooks, 234 debit/
credit cards, 26 laptops, 56 cor-
porate/firm stamps, and a cash 
of Rs 36 lakh.

The Cyber Crime teams were 
simultaneously deployed to 
legitimate hotspots of cyber-
crime located in Maharashtra, 
Delhi, Rajasthan, West Bengal, 
Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh, Gu-
jarat, Haryana, Punjab, Andhra 
Pradesh, Assam, Madhya 
Pradesh, Bihar, Uttarakhand 
and Odisha.

‘Operation Octopus’ is an 
ongoing initiative, and the in-
vestigation is progressing to 
dismantle the higher echelons 
of these syndicates.

Cyber Crime police advise 
the citizens that if you suspect 
you have been a victim of cy-
ber fraud, immediate action is 
crucial and call National Hel-
pline 1930 immediately to re-
port the fraud. Lodge a formal 
complaint via the National Cy-
ber Crime Reporting Portal at 
www.cybercrime.gov.in.

Visit the nearest Cyber 
Crime Police Station or your 
local police station to file an 
FIR. Citizens can also utilise 
the C-Mitra initiative to fa-
cilitate the filing of e-FIRs con-
veniently.

OPERATION OCTOPUS: 104 HELD IN 
PAN-INDIA CYBER FRAUD BUST

Hyderabad Cyber Crime cracks down on 
`127 crore scam network across 16 states

Free RTC travel for Inter students
HYDERABAD: With the Intermedi-
ate Public Examinations 2026 
scheduled from February 25 to 
March 13, the Telangana State 
Road Transport Corporation 
(TGSRTC) has permitted all male 
candidates with valid bus passes 
to travel free of charge to and 
from their examination centres 
within the Greater Hyderabad 
Zone.
According to TGSRTC, male 
candidates showing their hall 
ticket and a valid concessional 
bus pass will be allowed to travel 
free of cost, irrespective of the 
distance and origin/destination 
mentioned on the bus pass.
Meanwhile, on Tuesday, Trans-
port Minister Ponnam Prabhakar 
held a review meeting with 
senior officials at the Secretariat 
to discuss RTC bus operations. 
Ponnam Prabhakar has directed 
TGSRTC officials to take all 
necessary steps to ensure that 
students writing Intermediate 
and upcoming 10th grade exams 
do not face any difficulties.
With the Iexams commencing on 
Wednesday and the 10th grade 

exams beginning on March 14, 
RTC officials have confirmed that 
arrangements have been made 
to deploy extra buses during the 
morning and afternoon periods 
of the exams.
The Minister has directed of-
ficials to implement measures 
ensuring that buses transport 
students from rural areas to 
examination centres smoothly. 
Furthermore, he mentioned that 
arrangements have been made 
to drop students off at the exami-
nation center according to their 
hall tickets, ensuring that buses 
will stop at the examination 
centre regardless of designated 
stops. He instructed that this 
information should be informed 
to RTC conductors and drivers 
via each depot manager.
The Minister expressed his hope 
that students will take advantage 
of this service, perform well in 
their exams, and secure good 
marks without experiencing un-
due stress. Ponnam Prabhakar 
encouraged students to utilise 
their hall tickets to disembark at 
their preferred stops.
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THE Telangana State Road 
Transport Corporation has inte-
grated its bus ticketing services 
with the Meeseva Me Ticket mo-
bile app. Transport Minister Pon-

Transport Minister launches Meeseva 
Me Ticket app for digital bus services

Transport Minister Ponnam Prabhakar launches Meeseva Me ticket 
app for digital bus services in Hyderabad on Tuesday

nam Prabhakar launched 
the application on Tues-
day to enable passengers 
to book tickets and obtain 
bus passes directly through 
their smartphones. This sys-
tem integrates Online Pas-
senger Reservation System 
services for long-distance 
and intercity travel.

Through this app, a total 
of 1,710 OPRS services are 
now available, including 450 
air-conditioned and 1,260 
non-AC services. On aver-
age, 13,000 seats are booked 
daily for destinations such 
as Bengaluru, Tirupati, and 
Warangal. The platform also 
allows commuters to re-
new monthly passes within 
Greater Hyderabad. Avail-
able fares include Rs 1,400 
for City Ordinary, Rs 1,600 
for Metro Express, and Rs 
1,800 for Metro Deluxe 
passes. Additionally, Green 
Metro Luxury AC passes 
cost Rs 2,200 while Push-
pak AC passes are priced at 
Rs 5,000. This digital shift 
aims to provide a more con-
venient experience for the 
thousands of travellers us-
ing TGSRTC services every 
month.


