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Continued from P1 
The Chief Minister announced that 

a commission has been constituted to 
implement 33 per cent reservation for 
Backward Classes (BCs) and that steps 
are being taken to enforce it before 
the upcoming local body elections. 

He said the government is examining 
demands from certain communities 
seeking inclusion in the BC list under 
SC and ST categories. Referring to SC 
sub-classification, Chandrababu said 
credit for implementing proportional 
reservations goes to the NDA govern-

ment. On the issue of G.O. Ms. No. 3 
concerning tribal reservations, which 
was struck down by the Supreme 
Court, he said the government would 
consult tribal groups before deciding 
the next course of action. The Chief 
Minister reiterated that the coalition 

government has ensured protection 
and welfare for minority communi-
ties and that long-term investments 
in education and healthcare, from 
Anganwadi to higher education, are 
central to securing the future of com-
ing generations.

CM AIMS AT `54 LAKH PER CAPITA INCOME

Continued from P1 
Describing the incident as 

“very painful,” Chandrababu 
said the victims were admitted 
to hospitals with symptoms 
including vomiting, severe 
stomach pain and kidney-re-
lated complications requiring 
dialysis. Clinical tests revealed 
elevated levels of urea and se-
rum creatinine in their blood.

According to officials, milk 
supplied by Varalakshmi Milk 
Dairy in Narasapuram village 
of Korukonda mandal was 
distributed daily to 106 fami-
lies in the affected localities. 
Authorities confirmed that 
those who consumed the milk 
fell ill. Four persons have died 
in the incident, three aged 
above 70 and one aged 58. 
Two patients are on ventilator 
support, while eight others are 

undergoing treatment.
Milk and blood samples 

have been sent to laboratories 
in Hyderabad and Visakhapa-
tnam for detailed analysis. 
The dairy manager, Addala 
Ganeswara Rao, is being ques-
tioned by police, and a case 
has been registered based on 
complaints from the victims’ 
families. “If anyone indulges 
in adulteration out of greed 
for money, the government 
will take it very seriously. We 
will act strictly after complet-
ing the investigation. We will 
not remain indifferent if any-
one’s actions endanger public 
health,” the Chief Minister 
warned. After learning about 
the incident, the Chief Minis-
ter conducted a review meet-
ing in the morning with the 
District Collector, Superin-

tendent of Police, and officials 
from the medical and health 
and food safety departments. 
He inquired about the treat-
ment being provided and di-
rected that the best possible 
medical care be ensured.

Officials informed him that 
samples had been collected 
from 75 affected individuals 
and that testing of the remain-
ing families was underway. 
Chandrababu instructed food 
safety and health department 
officials to immediately pro-
ceed to Rajamahendravaram 
and personally monitor the 
situation. He later held an-
other review with ministers 
and senior officials in his As-
sembly chamber, reiterating 
that stringent action would 
follow once the investigation 
establishes responsibility.

CM announces `10L ex gratia

Continued from P1 
“While on the one hand 

the youth are forced to mi-
grate to other states for lack 
of employment opportuni-
ties, on the other, women 
of West Bengal are fearful 
and alarmed due to a lack 
of security,” he added.

Naming Bengal’s politi-
cal and cultural icons such 
as Swami Vivekananda, 
Rishi Aurobindo, Subhas 
Chandra Bose, Ra-
bindranath Tagore and 
Shyama Prasad Mukherjee 
at multiple points in his 
letter, Modi regretted the 
“darkness of chaos that 
grips West Bengal” in 
current times. “The West 

Bengal visualised by its 
iconic forefathers, such 
as Swami Vivekananda 
and Rishi Aurobindo, is 
now riddled with vote 
bank politics, violence and 
anarchy. The son of the soil 
of this state, Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose, whose 
call for freedom had once 
stirred the whole coun-
try, that holy land is now 
blemished with infiltration 
and torture of women. Fake 
voters currently dominate 
Rabindranath Tagore’s 
‘Sonar Bangla’. “The whole 
country is worried about 
the darkness of chaos that 
West Bengal is sinking 
into,” the PM wrote.

‘Heartbroken with 
status of West Bengal 
under Mamata rule’

Continued from P1 
Amid extensive investiga-

tion and public outrage, Dis-
trict Collector Kirti Chekuri 
confirmed that four deaths 
linked to symptoms of acute 
kidney failure have been re-
corded so far. She told the me-
dia on Monday that 12 patients 
were  undergoing treatment in 
different private hospitals and 
that their health condition was 
being monitored continuous-
ly. “We conducted a door-to-
door survey and collected 73 
blood samples. Milk samples 
obtained from 42 cattle con-
nected to the supplier were 
also sent to Hyderabad labo-
ratories for detailed analysis,” 
she said. The district collector 
said that blood tests are being 
conducted in 106 households 
where the vendor has supplied 
milk. Samples have so far been 
collected from 73 families un-
der continuous medical super-
vision. 

The Animal Husbandry 
Department tested 46 cattle 
and sent samples to scientific 
and veterinary laboratories, 
while Food Safety officials 
sent milk and curd samples to 
laboratories in Hyderabad and 
Visakhapatnam. 

The incident surfaced 
after some residents of 
Chowdeswari Nagar and Swa-
roop Nagar near Lalacheruvu 

began vomiting, after abdomi-
nal swelling and stoppage of 
urine from February 15 on-
wards. Within days, 16 per-
sons were hospitalised. Most 
of the victims are aged above 
60 years, though a five-month-
old infant and a three-year-
old child were also affected. 
Two elderly patients, N. Se-
shagiri Rao (72) and Radha 
Krishnamurthy (74), died on 
Monday morning while un-
dergoing treatment, raising 
the toll to four. Two others, B. 
Kanakaratnam (76) and Tadi 
Krishnaveni (75) succumbed 
on Sunday.  Chief Minister N 
Chandrababu Naidu reviewed 
the situation with senior of-
ficials and issued directions 
for strict monitoring and im-
mediate action. The state gov-
ernment has announced ex 
gratia payment of Rs 10 lakh 
for the next of kin of the de-
ceased. "We are offering Rs 10 
lakh financial compensation 
to the family of the deceased 
and free treatment for all those 
hospitalised," Naidu said. 
The CM ordered strict action 
against vendors. Tourism and 
Culture Minister Kandula 
Durgesh said the administra-
tion must remain alert and 
ensure quality treatment for 
victims, urging people to ap-
proach government hospitals 
if symptoms appear. Rapid 

Response Teams comprising 
health, food safety, municipal, 
veterinary and police depart-
ments have been deployed. 
Political reactions followed the 
incident. YSRCP supremo Y S 
Jagan Mohan Reddy expressed 
shock over the deaths in Ra-
jamahendravaram and offered 
condolences to the bereaved 
families. He said 'negligence' 
in food safety enforcement 
had endangered public lives 
and demanded stringent ac-
tion against those responsible 
for the alleged adulteration. 
"Such incidents reflect serious 
lapses in monitoring mecha-
nisms, and immediate cor-
rective steps must be taken to 
prevent recurrence," Reddy 
said in a YSRCP press release.

Congress Working Com-
mittee Member Gidugu Rudra 
Raju went to the hospital and 
visited the anuria patients. He 
demanded that Rs. 1 crore be 
paid to the families of the de-
ceased as ex gratia. 

CPI leader Tatipaka Madhu 
demanded enhanced compen-
sation of Rs 50 lakh for victims’ 
families and called for a judi-
cial inquiry into the alleged 
milk adulteration. Former MP 
Margani Bharat alleged that 
several patients showed dan-
gerously high creatinine levels 
and urged strict action against 
those responsible.

‘Milk contamination’ leaves four 
dead, 12 in hospital with anuria
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“Doesn’t such a senior leader know 

that the term ‘co-company’ doesn’t 
even exist?” Lokesh asked, alleging 
that false information was deliber-
ately being spread. Lokesh stated that 
Indapur Dairy is only a packing unit, 
while Heritage is a listed company. He 
pointed out that leaders of the YSR 
Congress Party, including Y S Jagan 
Mohan Reddy, had filed complaints 
with SEBI against them.

The IT Minister called out YSRCP 
leaders for their wild allegations re-
garding ghee procurement. He chal-
lenged them to prove where a kilo-
gram of ghee is available for Rs 360. “If 
ghee is being sold at Rs 360 per kilo, 
it can only be adulterated. The market 
price is usually above Rs 1,000,” he 
pointed out.

Lokesh further alleged that dur-

ing Jagan’s five-year tenure, Sakshi 
and Bharathi Cements had received 
Rs 1,000 crore from the government, 
while stating that his side had not 
taken a single rupee from the govern-
ment.

Lokesh said that if India reaches the 
finals of a cricket match, he would cer-
tainly attend, adding that if needed, he 
would even buy a ticket for former 
Chief Minister Y S Jagan Mohan Red-
dy. Turning to the Legislative Council 
proceedings, Lokesh questioned why 
YSRCP members, currently seeking 
discussion on the Budget, had ob-
structed the Council for four days. 
“If they want smooth functioning, 
why did they block proceedings?” he 
asked. Lokesh emphasised that the 
government would present detailed 
facts on the Tirumala ghee issue in the 
Assembly on Tuesday.

Will place Tirumala ghee 
facts before Assembly today, 

asserts Lokesh

Maha seeks CBI 
probe into Ajit 

 Pawar plane crash
Continued from P1 

The Mahayuti government 
will ensure that all doubts re-
garding the plane crash are 
cleared, Fadnavis said at a 
press conference on Sunday on 
the eve of the budget session of 
the Maharashtra legislature. “I 
had received a letter from the 
NCP (an ally of the BJP) seek-
ing a CBI probe into the air 
crash and spoke with Home 
Minister Amit Shah. Along 
with investigations by DGCA 
and state CID, there will be a 
probe by the CBI,” he added. 
Ajit Pawar and four others  
onboard a chartered plane 
were killed when it crashed 
while attempting to land near 
Baramati in Pune district on 
January 28. 

‘Leave Iran by all 
available means’

Continued from P1 
Indians in Iran have also been advised to 

have their travel and immigration documents, 
including passports and IDs, readily available 
with them. They are requested to contact the 
Indian Embassy for any assistance.

The Indian Embassy has also issued emer-
gency numbers and email: +989128109115; 
+989128109109; +989128109102; 
+989932179359. Email: cons.tehran@mea.gov.
in. Indian nationals in Iran are also asked to 
register with the Indian Embassy.

The advisory comes after new anti-gov-
ernment protests erupted in Iran on Satur-
day following 40-day memorials for people 
killed in January during anti-government 
rallies. According to Iran’s state news agency, 
students protested at five universities in the 
capital, Tehran and one in the city of Mash-
had on Sunday.  A video geolocated by the 
news agency AFP of what appeared to be the 
demonstration at Sharif University showed a 
large crowd chanting anti-government slogans 
as they thronged around students waving the 
flag of the toppled monarchy.

The US and Iran will hold their next round 
of nuclear talks on Thursday in Geneva. 

Tamil Nadu 
SIR complete
Continued from P1 

The total electorate then 
stood at 5.43 crore, a drop 
from the previous 6.41 
crore. However, after SIR, 
34,75,717 applications were 
received both offline and on-
line, including for inclusion. 
As many as 27.53 lakh eligi-
ble electors were added and 
4.23 lakh ineligible electors 
were deleted during the pe-
riod for filing of claims and 
objections from Dec 19 in 
2025 to Jan 30. As per the fi-
nal electoral roll, the Assem-
bly constituency with the 
highest number of electors 
is Shozhinganallur in Chen-
galpet district, with 5,36,991 
electors — 2,62,621 men, 
2,74,254 women, and 116 
from the third gender. The 
Assembly constituency with 
the lowest number of elec-
tors is Harbour in Chennai 
district, with 1,16,896 elec-
tors — 58,221 men, 58,620 
women, and 55 from the 
third gender.

CCPA slaps 
`15L penalty on 
Vajirao & Reddy

Continued from P1 
The CCPA highlighted that the specific 

courses undertaken by successful candidates 
constitute material information for UPSC 
aspirants. Concealment of this information 
misleads prospective students regarding the 
efficacy and scope of the institute’s programs, 
violating consumer rights under Section 2(9) 
of the Consumer Protection Act, 2019.  Dur-
ing the investigation, the Authority exam-
ined enrolment records and found that 431 
forms lacked course details and submission 
dates, and many others indicated enrolment 
only in “Interview Guidance Programmes” 
or mock interviews. This showed that several 
candidates had cleared the preliminary 
stages independently and approached the 
institute solely for final-stage guidance.  The 
CCPA noted that Vajirao & Reddy Institute 
had previously been penalised Rs 7 lakh for 
similar violations related to the UPSC CSE 
2022 results. 


