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PROCEEDINGS of the Leg-
islative Council were disrupt-
ed for the fifth consecutive 
day on Monday amid con-
tinuing protests by Opposi-
tion YSRCP members over 
the alleged adulteration con-
troversy involving Heritage 
Foods, Indapur Dairy and the 
Tirupati laddu. The deadlock 
finally ended after the govern-
ment agreed to hold a detailed 
discussion on the issue on 
February 26.

Soon after the House 
assembled at 10.03 am, 
members of the YSRCP, 
Dr Mondithoka Arun Ku-
mar, Y Sivarami Reddy, and 
Suryanarayana Raju, submit-
ted an adjournment motion 
seeking an immediate debate 
on the issue. However, Coun-
cil Chairman Koyye Moshen 
Raju rejected the notice and 
proceeded with Question 
Hour, triggering strong pro-
tests from the Opposition 
benches.

YSRCP members rushed 
into the well of the House, 
raised slogans, displayed 
placards and surrounded 
the Chairman’s podium, de-

manding that the motion be 
admitted. Amid the uproar, 
health minister Y Satya Ku-
mar Yadav completed his re-
ply to a listed question before 
the Chairman adjourned the 
House briefly.

Before the adjournment, 
members of the TDP also 
rushed into the well of the 
House, alleging that the Op-
position was deliberately 
obstructing Council pro-
ceedings. Some members 
attempted to display plac-
ards; however, civil supplies 
minister Nadendla Manohar 
and finance minister Payya-
vula Keshav intervened and 
asked them to return to their 
seats. Amid the commotion, 
the Chairman adjourned the 
House briefly.

The Opposition later staged 
a protest in front of the Chair-
man’s chamber, alleging that 
the government was avoid-
ing a discussion on a matter 
of public concern. They also 
demanded the release of po-
dium CCTV footage to coun-
ter certain media reports re-
garding their conduct inside 
the House.

In an effort to resolve the 
stalemate, the Chairman 
convened a Business Ad-

visory Committee (BAC) 
meeting. During the meet-
ing, Leader of the Opposition 
Botsa Satyanarayana strongly 
pressed for a full-fledged de-
bate on the issue.

After nearly two hours of 
deliberations, the govern-
ment agreed to allocate time 
for a detailed discussion on 
the Tirupati Laddu adultera-
tion controversy on February 
26. Later, Leader of the Op-
position Botsa Satyanarayana 
conveyed the government’s 
assurance to the media at the 
media point. The decision 
brought relief to members 
across party lines, as repeated 
disruptions had stalled leg-
islative business for several 
days. Following the consen-

sus, the House reconvened 
at 2.03 pm for Special Men-
tions before being adjourned 
for the day. The Chairman 
expressed hope that proceed-
ings would continue smooth-
ly in the coming days with the 
scheduled debate expected to 
address the concerns raised 
by the Opposition.

Meanwhile, BAC of the 
Council took several key is-
sues and finalised the sched-
ule for discussions. The 
Council will take up a debate 
on the home department on 
Tuesday (February 24) and 
the agriculture on Wednesday 
(February 25). A discussion 
on the alleged ghee adultera-
tion in TTD laddus has been 
scheduled for February 26. 

The Council will remain on 
holiday on February 28 and 
resume its sittings on March 
4. Leader of the Opposition 
Botcha Satyanarayana alleged 
that the ruling party was 
making contradictory state-
ments in the BAC meeting 
and in the House.

 Finance minister Keshav 
rejected the charge, stat-
ing that the government has 
consistently maintained its 
readiness for a debate on the 
issue and accused Opposition 
members of politicising it.

TIRUMALA LADDU GHEE ROW

COUNCIL DEADLOCK ENDS, 
DEBATE SET FOR FEB 26

Hans News Service 
Vijayawada

THE state government is taking a positive 
stand on granting clemency to prisoners, said 
home minister Vangalapudi Anitha on Mon-
day.

Speaking on the eighth day of the Assembly 
Budget session, the home minister introduced 
a Bill in the Assembly seeking amendments 
to the Prisons and Correctional Services Act. 
Addressing the House, she stated that the 
coalition government is committed to im-
plementing meaningful reforms aimed at the 
transformation and rehabilitation of inmates.

Anitha said the government has already 
initiated several measures to reform prison-
ers and is implementing changes in line with 
the legislation introduced by the Centre. She 
emphasised that efforts are being made to im-
prove educational opportunities for inmates, 
enabling them to pursue studies while serving 
their sentences.

Highlighting the need for legislative chang-

es to bring about behavioural transformation 
among prisoners, the minister said the pro-
posed amendments would focus on rehabili-
tation rather than mere punishment. 

She also announced that special Anganwadi 
centres are being set up inside prisons to cater 
to the children of women inmates, ensuring 
their welfare and early childhood care.

Govt positive on clemency for 
prisoners: Home Minister

Home Minister V Anitha introducing a Bill seek-
ing amendments to the Prisons and Correc-
tional Services Act in the Assembly on Monday
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BC, EWS welfare, handlooms 
and textiles minister S Savi-
tha announced that the new 
State Budget allocates a lion’s 
share of funds for the welfare 
and empowerment of Back-
ward Classes (BCs).

Speaking during the As-
sembly debate on the BC 
Welfare Department Budget, 
she said Chief Minister N 
Chandrababu Naidu has ac-
corded top priority to BC 
development.

Out of the total Budget 
exceeding Rs 3.32 lakh crore, 
Rs 51,020.56 crore has been 

earmarked for backward 
classes. The Minister said Rs 
250 crore has been allocated 
for the ‘Nethanna Bharosa’ 
scheme, under which weav-
ers will receive Rs 25,000 an-
nually. Another Rs 250 crore 
has been earmarked for the 
Nethanna Bharosa initiative, 
while Rs 150 crore has been 
set aside for power subsidy to 
weavers.

Savitha announced that 20 
MJP BC residential schools 
will get permanent buildings 
at a cost of Rs 500 crore under 
the SASCI scheme. Six MJP 
schools are being upgraded 
into junior colleges, and IIT/
NEET coaching centres will 

be established at Simhacha-
lam and Tekulodu schools. 
CCTV cameras, RO plants, 
UPS systems, mosquito-
proofing, and improved food 
quality are being ensured in 
hostels and Gurukuls.

The minister said a dedi-
cated commission under Ra-
jiv Ranjan Mishra has been 
appointed to implement 34 
per cent reservations for BCs 
in local bodies and nomi-
nated posts. The government 
is also finalising a BC Pro-
tection Act and has passed a 
resolution seeking 33 percent 
reservations for BCs in legis-
latures.

She added that Rs 1,000 

crore will be spent on Adara-
na 3.0, and sewing machines 
will soon be distributed to 
women trained under free 
tailoring programmes. Criti-
cising the previous regime, 
Savitha alleged that BC wel-
fare was neglected earlier. 
She asserted that BCs have 
received true political repre-
sentation and empowerment 
only under Chandrababu 
Naidu’s leadership.

Govt allocated Rs 51,00 cr 
for BC welfare, says Savitha

Dy CM addressed the theme, ‘Caste Issues and Reservations – The Role  
of Congress Workers in Combatting Caste Discrimination’

Rahul Gandhi as PM is only solution 
to India’s problems, asserts Bhatti
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DEPUTY Chief Minister 
Bhatti Vikramarka asserted 
that if Rahul Gandhi assume 
the role of Prime Minister, 
the entrenched challenges 
confronting the nation will be 
resolved.

He urged the presidents of 
the district Congress Com-
mittees from both Andhra 
Pradesh and Telangana to 
engage tirelessly until Rahul 
Gandhi is appointed Prime 
Minister, emphasising the im-
portance of striving to secure 
a maximum number of par-
liamentary seats across both 
states.

His remarks were delivered 
during a training camp for 
district Congress committee 
presidents convened in Vi-
karabad on Monday.

Bhatti Vikramarka ad-
dressed the theme, “Caste Is-
sues and Reservations – The 
Role of Congress Workers in 
Combatting Caste Discrimi-
nation.”

He noted that in instances 
of untouchability or discrimi-
nation throughout the coun-
try, Rahul Gandhi takes per-
sonal initiative to visit affected 
areas. Citing the situation at 
Hyderabad Central Univer-
sity, he recalled that following 
the tragic suicide of Rohith 
Vemula, who reportedly expe-
rienced caste discrimination, 
Rahul Gandhi made a direct 
visit to the university, engaged 
with students, and played a 
pivotal role in shaping the en-
suing movement.

Bhatti Vikramarka high-
lighted that during that pe-
riod, Congress leaders pro-
hibited party workers from 

accessing the campus, as 
Rahul Gandhi maintained 
that untouchability should be 
addressed as a social concern 
rather than being politicized.

He elaborated that ini-
tiatives are currently in 
progress in Karnataka and 
Telangana to introduce leg-
islation in memory of Ro-
hith Vemula. Bhatti Vikra-
marka remarked that Rahul  
Gandhi had pledged to ensure 
fair distribution of resources 
and wealth prior to the elec-
tions, and since gaining pow-
er, the people’s government 
has effectively implemented 
various development and 
welfare programmes in align-
ment with this promise.

He indicated that, for the 
first time since India’s Inde-
pendence, a caste census was 
completed within 50 days and 
presented to the Legislative 

Assembly, where it garnered 
unanimous approval.

Bhatti Vikramarka ac-
cused the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) of con-
spiring to dismantle  
the Congress Party, which not 
only played a crucial role in 
securing India’s independence 
but also enacted significant 
revolutionary laws aimed at 
achieving economic, social, 
and political equality.

He remarked that certain 
political entities aim to perpet-
uate social and economic divi-
sions within society. Acknowl-
edging the persistent reality 
of caste in India, the Deputy  
Chief Minister shared his per-
sonal experiences with caste 
discrimination, reaffirming 
his commitment to pursue his 
objectives resolutely, notwith-
standing the obstacles posed 
by such discrimination. 


