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Decision on Nandi 
awards, theatre fest soon

Hans News Service  
Vijayawada

CINEMATOGRAPHY min-
ister Kandula Durgesh on 
Tuesday said that the coali-
tion government is fully com-
mitted to the development of 
the Telugu film industry in 
Andhra Pradesh and would 
begin a structured action 
plan from April. He also an-
nounced that discussions are 
underway with Chief Min-
ister N Chandrababu Naidu 
and Deputy Chief Minister 
Pawan Kalyan, and a formal 
announcement on the re-
vival of the prestigious Nandi 
Awards and Nandi Theatre 
Festival would be made soon.

The minister was speak-
ing after felicitating the win-
ners of the Andhra Pradesh 
Short Film Festival–2026, 
organised under the banner 
of Maa–AP, at his chamber in 
the Secretariat’s second block 
at Velagapudi. He presented 
mementos and cash awards 
to the awardees and con-
gratulated young directors, 
technicians and artists who 
created socially conscious 

short films.
Durgesh appreciated 

the efforts of the festi-
val organiser, Maa–AP 
founder and film direc-
tor Dilip Raja, for suc-
cessfully conducting 
the state-level festival 
on January 11 at Tenali 

without charging any entry 
fee. He said such initiatives 
play a key role in nurtur-
ing grassroots talent and 
strengthening the film eco-
system in the State.

Addressing the gathering, 
the minister stated that the 
government aims to develop 
Amaravati into a major hub 
for the film industry on par 
with Hyderabad. He reiterat-
ed that the state government 
would extend all necessary 
support for the growth of cin-

ema and creative industries in 
Andhra Pradesh.

As many as 203 short films 
were received from across 
the state for the festival, with 
nearly 2,000 actors participat-
ing. The first prize was won 
by ‘Mahavriksham’ directed 
by Chandrasekhar Sakuna-
las from Visakhapatnam, 
while ‘Simhadri Appanna’ by 
Srinivasa Rao from Srikaku-
lam secured second place 
and ‘Abaddam vs Nijam’ by 
Naveen Kumar from Pala-

kollu bagged the third prize. 
Cash awards of Rs 1 lakh 
were presented to the top 
three winners. Special awards 
were also presented to Suji-
tha (Best Actress-Manam), 
Sai Prakarsh (Best Character 
Actress-Abaddam vs Nijam), 
Pawan Sarma (Mannu–Min-
nu), child artist Harshathun-
nisa, young talent Rithvik 
Reddy (Astra), debut director 
Trivikram, villain Meesala 
Bhaskar, and Telugu script 
reviewers Manjuluri Laksh-
mapathi Master and Jagadish, 
among others.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, director Dilip Raja 
said government encourage-
ment would enable Andhra 
Pradesh youth to achieve re-
markable success and noted 
that the Short Film Festival 
had infused new confidence 
and determination among as-
piring filmmakers.

Cinematography minister Kandula Durgesh with the award winners of short films in  
Vijayawada on Tuesday

n	 Cinematography minister Durgesh says a formal 
decision on reviving the Nandi Awards and Nandi 
Theatre Festival will be taken soon 

n	 Reiterates the govt’s goal to develop Amaravati as 
a major film hub on par with Hyderabad, with full 
support to cinema and creative industries 

n	 At the AP Short Film Festival–2026 felicitation, 
‘Mahavriksham’ won first prize among 203 entries, 
highlighting strong grassroots talent across the state

CPM demands immediate 
increase in RTC buses

Hans News Service  
Vijayawada

THE CPM state committee, which 
met on February 2 and 3 at MB 
Vignana Kendram in Vijayawada, 
demanded an immediate increase in 
RTC buses in view of the sharp rise 
in passenger traffic following the im-
plementation of the Stree Shakti free 
bus travel scheme for women.

The meeting was held under the 
chairmanship of party central com-
mittee member K Lokanatham and 
was attended by politburo members 
B Raghavulu and U Vasuki, along 
with state secretary V Srinivasa Rao. 
The committee unanimously adopted 
a resolution highlighting the severe 
inconvenience being faced by pas-
sengers due to overcrowding.

Party state secretary Srinivasa Rao 
released the resolution to the media 
here on Tuesday. He said that RTC 
occupancy has increased dramati-
cally from 67 per cent to 98 per cent 
after the launch of the Stree Shakti 

scheme. However, the government 
failed to deploy additional buses 
to meet the growing demand, he 
said. As a result, buses are running 
beyond capacity, skipping stops, and 

frequently breaking down due to 
poor maintenance and ageing fleets, 
he commented.

Further, he said the two-day state 
committee meeting expressed its 
concern over harassment faced by 
women passengers and the difficul-
ties encountered by students who are 
unable to reach schools and colleges 
on time. 

The party also pointed out that 
RTC staff are under heavy pressure, 
with workload rising by over 30 per 
cent, leading to an increase in in-
service deaths, he said. Despite the 
corporation seeking permission to 
recruit 11,000 staff, the government 
has not responded, he noted.

Meanwhile, he said his party urged 
the government to ensure RTC servic-
es in villages still lacking bus connec-
tivity, strictly regulate private buses, 
allow digital Aadhaar verification 
for women passengers, and immedi-
ately strengthen the public transport 
system to safeguard the Stree Shakti 
scheme and commuter safety.

Party’s two-day state committee meet flags overcrowding, 
commuter hardships after Stree Shakti scheme implementation
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Hans News Service 
Guntur

YSRCP chief YS Jagan Mohan 
Reddy will visit Guntur city 
on Wednesday to console the 
family members of former 
minister Ambati Ramababu, 
who is in judicial custody in 
Rajahmundry Central Jail in 
connection with a case for his 
derogatory remarks against 
Chief Minister N Chandrab-
abu Naidu. TDP activists at-
tacked his house and office 
at Navabharat Nagar and 
damaged his office furniture. 
YSRCP leaders condemned 
his arrest.  Jagan will console 
his family members and ex-
tend his support. He already 
enquired about Rambabu’s 
arrest. YSRCP state general 
secretary Sajjala Rama Kishna 
Reddy, former MP Modugula 
Venugopala Reddy visited 
Rambabu’s house and con-
soled his family members. 

Meanwhile, the police reg-
istered the case against the 
TDP activists who attacked 
Rambabu’s house and party 
office and burnt his car. Re-
sponding to the complaint 
lodged by Rambabu, the po-
lice registered the case.

Jagan to console 
Ambati’s  

family today

Five Eagle teams to curb
drug menace in EG dist
Hans News Service 

Rajamahendravaram

EAST Godavari district 
Superintendent of Police 
D Narasimha Kishore 
on Tuesday said that five 
special Eagle (Elite Anti-
Ganja Law Enforcement) 
teams have been consti-
tuted in the district to in-
tensify surveillance against 
narcotics. Each Eagle team 
comprises one in-charge 
officer and three staff 
members. For the first time 
in the State, one Eagle team 

has been allotted to each 
sub-division, making East 
Godavari the pioneer dis-
trict in implementing the 
sub-division-wise model, 
the SP said.

Addressing a meeting 
held to brief the newly 
formed teams, Narasimha 
Kishore said the Eagle per-
sonnel would move in plain 
clothes, mingling with the 
general public, while main-
taining constant watch on 
drug trafficking, sale, and 
consumption. The teams 
have been provided with 

two-wheelers to ensure 
swift mobility and effective 
monitoring.

Cautioning the youth, 
the SP said that even a sin-
gle case related to ganja or 
narcotics could have long-
term consequences on 
one’s life. He said that such 
cases could affect prospects 
of obtaining passports, vi-
sas, jobs and NOCs. The 
public was urged to share 
any information related to 
narcotics by contacting the 
local police station or by 
dialling 112 or 1972.

SP D Narasimha Kishore addressing newly formed teams in Rajamahendravaram on Tuesday

Hans News Service 
Tirupati

TTD Joint Executive Of-
ficer (Health & Education) 

Dr A Sarat instructed offi-
cials to take comprehensive 
measures to ensure that 
students of TTD-run High 
Schools achieve outstand-
ing results at the State 
and District levels. He 
inspected Sri Govindaraja 
Swamy High School in 
Tirupati on Tuesday along 
with officials. 

On the occasion, he 

reviewed the academic 
standards, teaching meth-
ods, and overall progress 
of the students. Addressing 
the staff, the JEO stated 
that as examinations are 
approaching, teachers 
should prepare students 
with greater care and focus 
towards goal-oriented 
performance. 

He emphasized that 
teaching should be 
imparted with a clear 
objective of securing 
top ranks at the State 
and District levels.

He directed that 
students who are 
lagging behind in 
various subjects 
should be identified 
and given special 
coaching through 
simple and effective 
methods to improve 
their understanding. 

He noted that 
quality facilities are 
available in TTD edu-
cational institutions 
and asked teachers 
to deliver instruction 
with dedication and 
the highest standards.

‘TTD HIGH SCHOOLS 
SHOULD ACHIEVE 

OUTSTANDING RESULTS’


