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PRE-RAMZAN ARRANGEMENTS

Govt ratchets up efforts to spruce up 
Mecca Masjid, other mosques in city
Minority Welfare Department secures 2,250 kg of premium dates for iftar while heritage restoration 

and civic works near completion following public outcry over earlier renovation delays
M M farooqui  

Hyderabad

WITH just two weeks re-
maining before the com-
mencement of the holy 
month of Ramzan, the his-
toric Mecca Masjid, Shahi 
Masjid, and other prominent 
mosques are being spruced 
up for the faithful. The au-
thorities have arranged 2,250 
kg of high-quality dates for 
iftar as over 5,000 worship-
pers are expected to break 
their fast daily at Mecca Mas-
jid alone. Following reported 
delays in renovation works 
that triggered public concern 
on 31 January, the Telangana 
State Minority Welfare De-
partment has accelerated all 
necessary arrangements to 
ensure a peaceful observance 
of the month.

According to the depart-
ment, prayer mats and es-
sential supplies have been 
secured. Specifically, 1,500 
kg of dates have been allocat-
ed to Mecca Masjid, with 500 
kg for Shahi Masjid and 250 
kg for the Secretariat Masjid. 
District Minorities Welfare 
Officer Mohammed Ilyas 
Ahmed confirmed that the 
supply contract was awarded 
to Gulzar Cuisine at a rate of 

Rs 418 per kg. He noted that 
high-quality Shukri dates 
are being provided this year 
to enhance the experience 
for the public. Furthermore, 
existing carpets are being 
refurbished or replaced with 
new ones to accommodate 
the large crowds.

In coordination with the 
GHMC, water works, and 
electricity departments, sev-
eral auxiliary tasks are un-
derway. 

Tents have already been 
installed at Mecca Masjid 

and Shahi Masjid to provide 
shade. While major renova-
tion and conservation works 
on the four-century-old 
structure are now fully com-
pleted, the reconstruction of 
the ablution tank and wash-
rooms has also been final-
ised under the supervision 
of the Department of Herit-
age. These projects, which 
began in 2017, represent a 
significant investment in 
preserving the city’s religious 
history.

Additionally, Rs 18 crore 

has been 
sanctioned 
from Hy-
d e r a b a d 
MP funds 
for works 
at various 
mosques across 
the city. These funds 
will be utilised based on 
specific requirements and 
local demands. However, 
community activists like 
Mohammed Ahmed have 
raised concerns regarding 
sanitation in the surround-

ing areas. They pointed out 
that roads leading to several 
mosques still suffer from 
sewage overflow and poor 
lighting.

 They have urged the 
GHMC to ensure that clean-
liness and infrastructure 
repairs are completed well 
before the onset of the holy 
month to avoid inconven-
ience to the citizens. As the 
city prepares for the festivi-
ties, the focus remains on 
balancing heritage conser-
vation with modern civic 
amenities for the thousands 
of devotees who will gather 

for nightly prayers 
and commu-

nity gatherings 
throughout the 

month. 
This en-

sures that 
the religious 

s i g n i f i c anc e 
of the site is 
matched by the 

comfort and safety 
provided to every indi-

vidual participating in the 
spiritual activities during 
this period of fasting. 

The administration re-
mains committed to high 
standards of hygiene and fa-
cility management.

Hans News Service  
Hyderabad

THE Greater Hyderabad 
Municipal Corporation 
Commissioner Karnan em-
phasised the critical role 
of Metropolitan Surveil-
lance Units as the frontline 
defence in safeguarding 
public health in urban en-
vironments. During the 
three-day Joint Induction 
Training Programme for 
MSU staff from Hyderabad, 
Bengaluru, and Thane at the 
MCR HRD Institute in Jubi-
lee Hills, the commissioner 
underlined that the primary 
responsibility of personnel is 
to ensure timely reporting, 
verification, and effective 
response to outbreak-prone 
diseases.

The training programme 
is scheduled from 3 Febru-
ary to 5 February. Address-
ing the participants, the 
Commissioner highlighted 
key focus areas including 
the surveillance of water-
borne diseases such as Acute 
Diarrheal Diseases, Chol-
era, and Viral Hepatitis. He 

also noted the importance 
of monitoring vector-borne 
diseases like Dengue, Chi-
kungunya, and Malaria, 
along with emerging threats 
including food poison-
ing and zoonotic diseases 
aligned with the One Health 
approach. Karnan stressed 
the need to prioritise vul-
nerable populations resid-
ing in slums, high-density 
settlements, and migratory 
clusters where disease trans-
mission risks remain high.

Explaining the progress of 
the Hyderabad unit, func-
tioning under the Prime 
Minister Ayushman Bharat 

Health Infrastructure Mis-
sion, Karnan stated it is 
emerging as the central hub 
for urban disease surveil-
lance. Of the 17 sanctioned 
posts, 14 personnel have al-
ready been recruited, with 
remaining vacancies ex-
pected to be filled shortly. 
The newly appointed staff 
is currently undergoing de-
partmental orientation. He 
further noted that labora-
tory services are operational 
at the Institute of Preventive 
Medicine with additional 
strengthening through pro-
curement of Biosafety Lev-
el-II equipment. The Com-

mand Control Centre being 
established at Harihara Kala 
Bhavan will further enhance 
disease monitoring.

Highlighting technologi-
cal interventions, the Com-
missioner pointed out that 
Hyderabad utilises a dedi-
cated Vector Borne Disease 
application for real-time 
surveillance, GIS map-
ping, and coordinated field 
response. During the pro-
gramme, participants will 
undergo hands-on training 
on the Integrated Health 
Information Platform, ena-
bling real-time disease re-
porting through specific 

forms along with event-
based surveillance. Sessions 
will cover epidemiological 
investigations, data security, 
and risk communication. 

Karnan reiterated that 
public health is a collabora-
tive effort involving health, 
water supply, and sanitation 
sectors. He urged partici-
pants to strengthen inter-
departmental coordination. 
Additional Commissioner 
Patil, Raghu Prasad, Zonal 
Commissioner Priyanka 
Ala, Joint Director Shub-
hangi Kulsange, Pradip 
Awate, and Chief Medical 
Officer Padmaja attended 
the programme. This col-
laborative initiative marks 
a significant step towards a 
unified urban health secu-
rity framework that ensures 
cities can effectively miti-
gate risks, manage medical 
emergencies, and protect the 
overall well-being of all resi-
dents through professional 
expertise and advanced 
technological integration 
within the existing mu-
nicipal infrastructure and 
healthcare delivery systems.

GHMC 3-day jt induction trg prog for MSU staff begins
Commissioner Karnan 
emphasises critical role 
of frontline health teams 
in safeguarding vulner-
able populations through 
timely reporting and rapid 
response as staff from 
Hyderabad Bengaluru and 
Thane undergo specialised 
three day programme

Mohd Azharuddin, recom-
mended by the state cabinet.

The apex court observed 
that it had already made its 
position clear in its interim 
order dated August 13 last 
year, stating that the Gover-
nor is free to act in accord-
ance with the recommenda-
tions of the state cabinet.

The observation was 
made by a bench headed by 
Justice Vikram Nath while 
hearing a vacate petition 
filed by former MLC Amir 
Ali Khan, seeking to lift the 
orders issued in connec-
tion with his election. The 
court directed that Amir Ali 
Khan’s petition be tagged 
with the main petition filed 
by Dasoju Shravan and ad-
journed the matter to March 
19 for further hearing.

The controversy dates 
back to 2023, when the 
Telangana cabinet, chaired 
by then Chief Minister K. 
Chandrashekar Rao, rec-
ommended the names of 
Dasoju Shravan and Kurra 
Satyanarayana for nomi-
nation as MLCs under the 
Governor’s quota. However, 
the then Governor Tamilisai 
Soundararajan rejected the 
nominations, citing their 
political affiliations and stat-
ing that they did not fulfil 
the criteria laid down under 
Article 171(5) of the Consti-
tution. After the Congress 
government assumed office 
in 2024, the state cabinet 
recommended the names 
of Prof M Kodandaram and 
journalist Amir Ali Khan for 
the two Governor’s quota 
MLC seats, which were sub-
sequently approved by the 
Governor.

Challenging these ap-
pointments, Dasoju Shravan 
and Kurra Satyanarayana 
first approached the Telan-
gana High Court and later 
the Supreme Court. On Au-
gust 13, 2025, the apex court 
set aside the appointments 
of Kodandaram and Amir 
Ali Khan, clarifying that the 
two MLC positions would 
be filled subject to further 
orders. While hearing Amir 
Ali Khan’s plea on Tuesday, 
the Supreme Court reiter-
ated that its earlier direc-
tions were not intended to 
hinder or stall the selection 
of Governor’s quota MLCs 
in Telangana.

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad/New Delhi

THE Supreme Court on 
Tuesday once again clarified 
that its orders do not pose 
any obstacle to the appoint-
ment of Members of the 
Legislative Council (MLCs) 
under the Governor’s quota 
in Telangana. The clarifica-
tion is expected to pave the 
way for the Governor to take 
a decision on the names—
Prof M Kodandaram and 

‘SC orders not a bar on Guv’s 
quota on MLC appointments’

l	Verdict clears path 
for Governor to 
act on Cabinet’s 
recommendations

l	Kodandaram and 
Azharuddin are likely 
to become MLCs soon

SHE Teams secure convictions 

for 5 involved in sexual offences
Hans News Service  

Hyderabad

THE Hyderabad SHE Team, 
through sustained investiga-
tion and effective prosecu-
tion, has secured convictions 
in five cases involving grave 
sexual offences against mi-
nor girls. These cases, regis-
tered at Begumpet, Banjara 
Hills, Bhavani Nagar, and 
SR Nagar stations, involved 
charges including aggravated 
penetrative sexual assault, 
child enticement, and crimi-
nal intimidation. The ver-
dicts were delivered by Ses-
sions Courts and Fast Track 
Special Courts under the IPC 
and POCSO Act, reflecting 
the stringent approach of 
the city police towards child 
safety.

The court awarded rigor-
ous imprisonment for life 
until death in a case where 
a father assaulted his twelve-
year-old daughter. Other 
sentences included twenty-
five years for a neighbour 
who assaulted a nine-year-
old girl, and twenty years for 
the luring and assault of an 
eight-year-old. Furthermore, 
two separate cases involving 
victims aged four and eight 
resulted in five-year prison 

terms. Alongside imprison-
ment, the courts imposed 
fines and directed victim 
compensation ranging from 
Rs 2,00,000 to Rs 5,00,000.

Lavanya, DCP of the 
Women Safety Wing, stated 
that the victims, aged be-
tween four and twelve, were 
assaulted by known indi-
viduals. In every instance, 
the minors disclosed the of-
fences to guardians, leading 
to prompt complaints and re-
ferral to the Bharosa Centre 
for child-friendly statement 
recording. The centre pro-
vided psychological counsel-
ling, medical care assistance, 
and trial support to ensure 
the families remained con-
fident throughout the legal 
proceedings. The DCP noted 
that despite pressure from 
the accused to compromise, 
Bharosa personnel ensured 
the cases reached their logi-
cal conclusion. Currently, 
all survivors are continuing 
their education and perform-
ing well academically. This 
coordinated effort between 
the police, the prosecution, 
and support centres high-
lights the commitment to 
delivering justice and reha-
bilitating victims of such hei-
nous crimes.

Cong, BRS & BJP brace for 
civic poll blitz from today
Hans News Service  

Hyderabad

AMID a looming rebel threat 
to all major parties, the rul-
ing Congress, BRS, and BJP 
have geared up to intensify 
their poll campaigns for the 
upcoming municipal elec-
tions from Wednesday. 
Chief Minister Revanth 
Reddy will formally launch 
the Congress campaign with 
a major public meeting in 
Miryalaguda. Meanwhile, 
BRS leaders have organised a 
series of rallies across towns 
for a seven-day stretch, and 
the BJP is focusing on es-
tablishing dominance in the 
northern districts.

The Chief Minister has 
instructed District Congress 
Committee presidents to fi-
nalise arrangements for pub-
lic meetings scheduled until 
9 February. Leaders were 
also told to coordinate daily 
rallies and door-to-door 
visits in every ward. TPCC 
President Mahesh Kumar 
Goud is set to oversee coor-
dination with district lead-
ership to ensure a seamless 
campaign.

Concurrently, BRS 
working president 
Rama Rao has 
finalised a rig-
orous sched-
ule for all dis-
tricts. He and 
Harish Rao 
are expected to 
personally lead 
rallies in selected 
municipalities 
during the 
final three 
days of the 
c a m p a i g n , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y 
in areas where 
Congress is posing 
a significant challenge. The 
BJP aims to leverage its re-
cent Lok Sabha successes by 
fielding strong candidates in 
Nizamabad, Adilabad, Ka-

rimnagar, and Mahbubna-
gar. Union ministers, 

MPs, and MLAs 
will camp in these 
municipalities for 

the week to bolster 
the saffron party’s 

presence. With nomina-
tions now finalised, all three 
parties are deploying their 
full political might to sway 
urban voters before the state 
goes to the polls.

Ruling party launches campaign with 
Miryalaguda public meeting while 
opposition gears up for intensive rallies 
and door to door canvassing across 
Telangana ahead of the 11 February 
municipal elections


