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Payal Rajput: | may fail, but | won’t give up!

Prioritise rejuvenation of ‘Buckingham Canal’

It may be recalled that last year, the actress This historic canal, which used to be bustling with activity, is now
had penned a post, expressing concerns about ravaged with multiple problems like emitting untreated wastes by the
favoritism and nepotism overshadowing talent E industries and urban populates, encroachment of the canal land,
in the film industry. P11 @ siltation, and damage caused by natural disasters like floods.  P6

between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and US President students remain caught in a relentless cycle of grades, rankings,
Donald Trump. In a reciprocal move, India has committed to Prof. B. S. Murty, Director of IIT Hyderabad, is quietly steering one
reducing trade barriers for American goods. P8 £ of the country’s boldest experiments in higher education.  pg
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Congress will sweep

‘INDIA GOT BEST DEAL

NASA Artemis Il
launch put off
to March

WASHINGTON: NASA has
pushed back the Artemis ||
mission launch from February
to March following technical
hurdles during a critical wet
dress rehearsal (WDR) of its
Space Launch System (SLS)
rocket, Administrator Jared
Isaacman announced on
Tuesday. "With the conclusion
of the wet dress rehearsal on
Tuesday, we are moving off
the February launch window
and targeting March for the
earliest possible launch of
Artemis Il," he posted on X.
With the conclusion of the
wet dress rehearsal today, we
are moving off the February
launch window and targeting
March for the earliest pos-
sible launch of Artemis Il. The
test, conducted at Kennedy
Space Center in Florida,
successfully filled the core
stage and interim cryogenic
propulsion stage tanks with
liquid hydrogen and oxygen.
However, teams paused
operations multiple times to
address a liquid hydrogen
leak at a core stage inter-
face, requiring hardware
warming and propellant
flow adjustments.
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Turkey ready to
host high-stakes
US-Iran talks

ISTANBUL: Turkey is prepar-
ing to host high-level talks
between the United States
and Iran in Istanbul this Fri-
day, marking a significant
diplomatic effort to ease
escalating tensions be-
tween the two powers. The
discussions are expected
to be led by the US special
envoy Steve Witkoff and
Iran’s Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araghchi, with Turkey
playing a central mediating
role-Bloomberg reported.
According to Turkish of-
ficials, the priority of the
planned Istanbul meetings
is to de-escalate tensions
and avoid conflict, as rela-
tions between Washington
and Tehran have dete-
riorated in recent months.
Several nations, including
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Qa-
tar, Egypt, Oman, and the
United Arab Emirates, have
been invited to participate,
possibly at the foreign
minister level, underlining
the broader regional effort
to stabilise the situation.

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

I know for sure
nobody can quote from a
book in Parliament.

I read it on WhatsApp

HaNs NEws SERVICE
NEw DELHI

UNION Commerce Minis-
ter Piyush Goyal on Tuesday
hailed the India-US trade
agreement as a "tremendous
opportunity” for the country,
calling it "the best deal" New
Delhi has secured compared
to its neighbours.

Addressing a press confer-
ence a day after the agree-
ment was announced, Goyal
said, "This is the best deal
India has received. It is a deal
for all of us, bringing positive
signals for the bright future
of our citizens."

Goyal credited Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s lead-
ership and his rapport with
US President Donald Trump
saying, "We all know that the
Prime Minister, leveraging his
friendly relationship and close
ties with President Trump,
has finalised a trade deal with
the United States of America
that is the best deal India has
received compared to all our
neighbours, all the surround-
ing countries, and all the coun-
tries that compete with us.

The minister criticised LoP
Rahul Gandhi over claims
that PM Modi had accepted
the India-US trade deal un-
der pressure. "Rahul Gandhi
wants to mislead the public,
he does not care about India's
progress,” the minister said.

Continued on Page 7
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India-US trade
deal being
‘papered’: Greer
US trade rep echoes
Goyal's remarks

WASHINGTON: Day after
announcing a trade deal
between India and the US,
the Trump administration
has stated that the exact de-
tails of the deal is still being
“papered". In an interview
on Tuesday, US Trade Rep-
resentative Jamieson Greer
said the details and specifics
of the deal are in place
but it still being finalised.
"We'll finish papering it,
but we know the specifics,
we know the details," Greer
said, adding that India is
maintaining some protec-
tion around agricultural
goods. He echoed Union
Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal comments on the
trade deal between India
and the US in New Delhi.
The minister stated that the
deal is in its final stages.
Continued on Page 7

‘FATHER OF o=
ALL DEALS’ FI

s Goyal hails trade pact with US
s Credits Modi for landmark deal
s Blasts Rahul for baseless talk

Union Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal addressing the media on
the progress of the India-US trade deal in New Delhi on Tuesday

..in final stages: Goyal

Sheds few details on India-US

pact amid unanswered questions

NEW DELHI: Union Com-
merce Minister Piyush Goyal
appeared on TV on Tuesday
evening, purportedly to

share some details and clear
the air around the India-US
trade deal but mainly heaped
praises on the agreement.
And then he said the final bits
are still being worked out. The

deal will be formally inked
thereafter. “Today, 140 crore
Indians are celebrating a trade
deal which is under final
stages of detailing between
the negotiating teams of both
countries,” Goyal said, hailing
the “friendship” between

PM Modi and US President
Trump. Continued on Page 7

Oppn stages walkout
demanding debate on deal

NEW DELHI: Members of
several Opposition parties
on Tuesday staged a walkout
from the Rajya Sabha while
raising the issue of the Indo-
US trade deal and demand-
ing a discussion on it.
Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh raised the issue
of the Indo-US trade deal
soon after the zero-hour
ended and alleged that the
information about the deal
was being received from
Washington instead.
Continued on Page 7
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PM buckled under
pressure to sell out
farmers' blood: Rahul

NEW DELHI: Congress
—=um leader Rahul
Gandhi on
Tuesday

alleged that

Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi buckled
under US pressure to finalise
a trade deal and "sold out”
the hard work of the Indian
farmers through the agree-
ment.
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India-US
trade deal

is a big
decision: PM

NEW DELHI: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Tuesday said the
India-US trade deal is a
"big decision" that will
benefit everyone in the
country and asserted that
his government always
works in favour of the na-
tion. The Prime Minister
made these remarks at
the meeting of the NDA
Parliamentary Party,
coalition MPs present at
the meeting said. NDA
coalition members con-
gratulated Modi for the
trade deals with the EU
and the US. India and the
US have agreed to a trade
deal under which Wash-
ington will bring down the
reciprocal tariff on Indian
goods to 18 per cent from
a total 50 per cent.

India pledged
zero-tariff barriers
in US deal: Trump

WASHINGTON: US
President Donald Trump
has announced the US-
India trade deal, pledging
to slash tariffs on Indian
goods to 18 per cent from
25 per cent, bringing an
end to months of uncer-
tainty. Continued on Page 7
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municipal polls: CM

HAaNs NEws SERVICE
HYDERABAD

CHIEF Minister A Revanth
Reddy instructed the minis-
ters to be in their respective
districts from Wednesday
onwards till the end of the
municipal elections. The
Chief Minister expressed
confidence that the party
would win all seats in the
municipal elections, and the
ministers should coordinate
with the local leaders to en-
sure the victory of the party
candidates, it is learnt.

The Chief Minister, who
held a meeting with ministers
and TPCC chief B Mukesh
Kumar Goud on municipal
elections on Tuesday, ana-
lyzed the municipalities that
lagged behind in the surveys.
He inquired about the details
of the district tours. He or-
dered that meetings be held
regularly with the in-charge
ministers. The Chief Minis-
ter also instructed that daily
reports be submitted to him.
The Chief Minister advised

Marke raII on
US trade deal

Sensex up 2,073, rupee soars

MUMBALIL Indian equity
markets ended sharply higher
on Tuesday as investors wel-
comed the finalisation of the
long-awaited India-US trade
deal, triggering broad-based
buying across sectors and lift-
ing the rupee to its strongest
single-day gain in more than
six years. The benchmark
BSE Sensex surged 2,072.67
points, or 2.54 per cent, to
close at 83,739.13, while
the Nifty 50 climbed 639.15
points, or 2.55 per cent, to
settle at 25,727.55.

» Holds a meeting
with ministers,
TPCC chief

» Instructs in-charge
ministers to stay put
in their respective
districts

thatdisgruntled leaders. be
appeased.

Speaking at the meeting,
he further said: "We all must
work together collectively.
The responsibility of ensur-
ing victory rests with the lo-
cal leaders. We must definite-
ly win all the seats. We must
work with coordination be-

tween old and new leaders”

The Chief Minister and
TPCC chief also made it
clear that the responsibil-
ity for victory lies with the
in-charge of the respective
parliamentary constituency.
Until the elections are com-
pleted, everyone must stay
in their assigned constituen-
cies and monitor the situa-
tion. If there are any prob-
lems, they should be brought
to the attention of the PCC
Chief and the war room im-
mediately, they said.

The meeting was held at
the Chief Minister’s Jubilee
Hills camp office. The AICC
in charge general secre-
tary Meenakshi Natarajan,
ministers and Vem Naren-
der Reddy, advisor to Chief
Minister, and others took
part in the meeting.

The meeting also dis-
cussed the former minister T
Jeevan Reddy’s unhappiness
over the distribution of tick-
ets in the Jagtial and Raikal
municipalities.

Continued on Page 7

No more hosting of GOs
on TG's official website

Depts not forwarding GOs for uploading under ‘strict orders’

HanNs NEws SERVICE
HYDERABAD

THE state government has
reportedly stopped upload-
ing Government Orders
(GOs) on its official website
from February 1. It is learnt
that even the General Ad-
ministration =~ Department
(GAD) was not uploading
GOs due to various reasons.

Unofficial instructions to
all departments against up-
loading important GOs on
goir.telangana.gov.in,  that
were given five years back,
are being strictly followed.
In a fresh development, the
departments have stopped
posting GOs pertaining to

orders. In
recent months, Roads and
Buildings, Law and Order,
Labour and Employment de-
partments were posting only
those GOs that were related
to release of funds and clear-
ance of pending bills like car
and mobile allowances for
secretaries of the depart-
ments. Not a single GO has
been uploaded on the official
website in the last four days.
Continued on Page 7

establishment

Eight Oppn MPs suspended
from LS for 'unruly behaviour'

NEw DELHI

IN escalation of the tussle
between the government and
the Opposition, seven Con-
gress members and one CPI-
M MP were suspended from
the Lok Sabha on Tuesday for
‘unruly behaviour' after they
tore papers and threw them
at the Chair. Their suspen-
sion from the House for the
remaining part of the Budget
Session that concludes on
April 2 will intensify the
face-off with the government

over various issues, includ-
ing Leader of Opposition
Rahul Gandhi being denied
an opportunity to cite an ar-
ticle based on excerpts from
an unpublished 'memoir’
of former Army Chief M M
Naravane on India-China
conflict of 2020. The Opposi-
tion has also raised concerns
about American President
Donald Trump announc-
ing the India-US trade deal.
As soon as the House met
at 3 pm following multiple
adjournments, Dilip Saikia,

who was in the Chair, named
the eight Oppn members.
Subsequently, Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju
read out a resolution seek-
ing suspension of the eight
members for the remaining
period of the Budget Session.
The suspended members are
Gurjeet Singh Aujla, Hibi
Eden, C Kiran Kumar Red-
dy, Amarinder Singh Raja
Warring, Manickam Tagore,
Prashant Padole and Dean
Kuriakose (all Congress) and
S Ventakesan (CPI-M).

You can’t play with right to privacy of this country: SC

NEw DELHI

THE Supreme Court on
Tuesday told WhatsApp's
parent company Meta that
it should leave India if it
cannot follow the Constitu-
tion and protect users' data
privacy.

The court was hear-
ing Meta's plea against a
Competition Commission of
India (CCI) order that im-
posed a penalty of Rs 213.14
crore over WhatsApp's
privacy policy. A Bench of
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant and Justices Joymalya

Bagchi and Vipul Pancholi
made it clear that “not a sin-
gle digit” of user data should
be shared if it goes against
the public interest.
According to a report by
Bar and Bench, the top court
also questioned the lack of a
clear option for users to opt
out of WhatsApp’s privacy
policy. “Where is the ques-
tion of opting out? Show
me on your mobile. This is
a decent way of committing
theft of private information!
You know your commer-
cial interest, and you also
know how you have made

consumers addicted to the
app," it said.

"Everybody uses it. If the
users have a right to opt-out,
how will the users know
this right exists? Let us see

the option and the situa-
tion with the user. When it
comes to opting out, the in-
formation is in a newspaper.
How will a person know?”
the Chief Justice asked the

Meta representative. CJI
Kant said, “You can't play
with the right of privacy of
this country, in the name
of data sharing. You are
making a mockery of the
constitutionalism of this
country. How can you play
with the right to privacy of
people like this? People pay
you for this. Consumer has
no choice you have created a
monopoly!”

The Bench suggested that
WhatsApp file an affida-
vit explaining its privacy
policy and how data sharing
works under it. The court

adjourned the hearing till
February 9 and added the
Central government as a
party to the case.

“For the purpose of issu-
ing interim directions, post
the matter for next Monday.
On the joint request made
by senior counsel, the Union
of India is impleaded as a
respondent. Union may also
file its counter affidavit,” the
court said. In January 2021,
WhatsApp announced up-
dates to its terms of service
and privacy policy, to be
effective from February 8,
2021. Users were told they

must accept the new terms
to continue using the app.

Earlier, WhatsApp’s 2016
privacy policy allowed users
to opt out of data sharing
with Facebook. The 2021
update made data sharing
with Meta mandatory.

The CCI investigated the
matter and in November
2024 ruled that WhatsApp
had abused its dominant
position under the Compe-
tition Act, 2002. It ordered
WhatsApp to stop sharing
user data with Meta and its
products for five years and
imposed the fine.
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‘SC orders not a bar on Guv’s
quota on MLC appointments’

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to bring to the Notice of Public
that we, Patri Bhimasena Rao and
layashree Bhimsen had purchased a
Villa No. 108, Palm Meadows,
Kompalle, KV Rangareddy, Telangana -
500014 under a registered Sale Deed
No. 6304/08 Dated 24/12/2008
and we have been in possession of the
said Villa since the date of its acquisition
by us under the said Deed.
We have now found that we have lost
the original Sale Deed somewhere and
the same is not traceable despite best
efforts.
Public is therefore cautioned not to
deal with the said Villa or the lost
deeds, without the prior consent and
approval of both of us.
Anyone doing so will be doing at their
own risk and he or she will be held
responsible for such an act.

Sd/- SEESALA MANOJ SAINATH

HaNs NEws SERVICE
HYDERABAD/NEW DELHI

THE Supreme Court on
Tuesday once again clarified
that its orders do not pose
any obstacle to the appoint-
ment of Members of the
Legislative Council (MLCs)
under the Governor’s quota
in Telangana. The clarifica-

B.Com, LLB|  tion is expected to pave the

(eocate) way for the Governor to take
Lower Tank Bund Road, y tor

Hyderabad-500080 a decision on the names—

Cell: 9000901239

Prof M Kodandaram and

SOUTHERN POWER DISTRIBUTION COMPANY OF TELANGANA LIMITED
UPEMBHMS!HM“IMTHY
SHORT TENDER NOTICE

8ids invited from eligible vendors for Tender Notice No: T-03/25-26, 5p.Nos: W-03/25-26, 05/25-26,)
Tender Notice No T-04/25-26, Sp. No's: 04/25-26, 08/25-26, Tender Notice No T-05/25-26, Sp.
0.03/25-26, Tender Notice No.T-. 07/25-26, Sp. No.01/25-26, Tender Notice No T-08/25-26, Sp.
No. 01/25-26 for Various electrical works in Wanaparthy Division & Starting date for sale of Tenders;
04.02.2026 and Last date for receipt of Tenders: 12.02.2026,13:30 Hrs. For further details regarding]
Tender Notice please visit www.tgsouthernpower.com. Sd/-Divisional Engineer Elec!.
Operation/TGSPDCL/
Wanaparthy

DIPR.R.O.No. : 14911-PP/CL/ADVT/1/2025-26 Date: 03-02-26

GREATER HYDERABAD MUNICIPAL CORPORATION S

SAROORNAGAR CIRCLE-12

Date:02.02 .2026

Estimate | Last Date & Time for [Name & Address
NIT No. Name of the Work Amount |  Receipts of Bids | Officer Cell No.
NIT | For {?;Nn's-. of Work "FOB | I .Srl v Kalthlk"
- Maintenance, Catch pit Exgcutive
No.29/EE12/ .
Repairs, RCC Pipeline, Chain| Rs.78.20 . Engineer,
GH:::N%?& link Mesh, Supply and Lakhs 10.07:2025 90310 Py Saroornagar
/ : | Delivery of foldable MS Circle-12,
26, Dated: barricading stands & CC GHMC (M):
02-02-2026 Road Works * 9701365519

For further details can be seen at e-procurement @ ?
Sd/- Executive Engineer
Saroornagar Circle-12, GHMC

DIPR R.O. No. : 14929-PP/CL/ADVT/1/2025-26 Date: 03-02-26

amé=cduw (3R fafaes M,
= IREL (India) Limited @ .-0_
e w® J
{forrmery indkan Rare Earths Limated) MEOL OGS
Rare Earths Dnvesion, Kochs, Kerals, emal punthase redi@ivel con ron

NEW INDIA®TS
STATEY W1 g
wEIHE

CIN: U15100MH1950G0M008187
An 150 9001:2015, 150 140017015 & 150 45001:2018 Company

- TENDER NOTICE

IREL (India) Limited, Rare Earths Division, Udyogamandal, invites tender for
the following item/job description

T Item/job description Availability of Tender in
A FERR— ’ ___GeMPortal
Procurement of Caustic Soda Lye 05.02.2026
[in GeM Portal)
Capacity Augmentation of HPRE Plant 04.02.2026
{in CPP Portal)

For details visit the following websites:
WWW.EM.BOV.In  www,irel.co.in/tender-infy https://eprocure gov.in/cppp
Any corrigendum / extension to above tenders shall be hosted in above websites only.
Sd/-
GM & Head, RED

Date: 29.01.2026
CBC 48145/12/0009/2526

OFFICE OF THE RECOVERY OFFICER-I/I

g DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL HYDERABAD (DRT 1)
=4 3rd Floor, Triveni Complex, Abids, Hyderabad-500001
DEMAND NOTICE
NOTICE UNDER SECTIONS 25 TO 28 OF THE RECOVERY OF DEBTS & BANKRUPTCY
ACT, 1993 AND RULE 2 OF SECOND SCHEDULE TO THE INCOME TAX ACT, 1961.
RC/425/2024 27-01-2026
State Bank of India
Versus
M/s Om Sree Venkatanameswara Prelam Private Limited

To
(CD 1) M/s Om Sree Venkatanameswara Prelam Private Limited, Represented
by its Managing Director Sri Nagaraj Goud Katagouni, Major, Male, Plot No.68, Flat
No.102, Rang Manor Apartment, Jayabharat Nagar, Nizampet Road, Hyderabad-
500072, Mechal, Telangana. Also at: Plot No.D-27, IDA Phase No.1, Road No.6,
Jeedimetla, Quthbullapur Mandal, Hyderabad-500055
(CD 2) Sri Nagaraj Goud Katagouni, Slo Sri K.K.Goud, Major, Male, Director of
M/s Om Sree Venkatanameshwara Prelam (P) Limited, R/o D-155, Vengal Rao
Nagar, SR Nagar, Hyderabad, Telangana-500095. Also at: H.No.6-119, Plot No.118,
Sy No.51, Road No.1, New Madhurapuri Colony, Aimasguda, Saroornagar, Hy 500058
(CD 3) Sri Nagaraj Goud Katagouni, Sfo Sri K.K.Goud, Major, Male, Director of M/s Om
Sree Venkatanameswara Prelam (P) Limited, Rfo D-155, Vengal Rao Nagar, SR Nagar.
(CD 4) Sri Venkatesulu Adoni, Sio Late Vasantha Rao, Major, Male, Director of
M/s Om Sree Venkatanameswara Prelam (P) Limited, R/o 8-3-224/11/3C, 1st Floor,
Madhuranagar, SR Nagar.
This is to notify that as per the Recovery Certificate issued in pursuance of orders
passed by the Presiding Officer. DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL HYDERABAD
(DRT 1) in OAI273/2023 an amount of Rs.1,44,39,892 (Rupees One Crore Forrty
Four Lakhs Thirty Nine Thousands Eight Hundred Ninety Two Only) along with
pendentellite and future interest @ (as per recovery certificate)% Simple Interest
Yearly w.e.f. 12/10/2023 till realization and costs of Rs.2,08,610.00 (Rupees Two
Lakh Eight Thousand Six Hundred Ten Only) has become due against you
(Jointly and severally/ Fully/Limited)
2. You are hereby directed to pay the above sum within 15 days of the receipts of the
notice, failing which the recovery shall be made in accordance with the Recovery of
Debts Due to Banks and Financial Institutions Act, 1993 and Rules there under.
3. You are hereby ordered to declare on an affidavit the particulars of yours assets
on or before the next date of hearing.
4. You are hereby ordered to appear before the undersigned on 09/03/2026 at 10:30
a.m. for further proceedings.
5. In addition to the sum aforesaid, you will also be liable to pay:
(a) Such interests as is payable for the period commencing immediately after this
notice of the certificate / execution proceedings.
(b) All costs, charges and expenses incurred in respect of the service of this notice and

and other pr and all other proceedings taken for recovering the amount due.
Given under my hand and the seal of the Tribunal, on this date: 27/01/2026.

Recovery Officer,
DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL, HYDERABAD (DRT 1)

e

e Verdict clears path
for Governor to
act on Cabinet’s
recommendations

e Kodandaram and
Azharuddin are likely
to become MLCs soon

Mohd Azharuddin, recom-
mended by the state cabinet.
The apex court observed
that it had already made its
position clear in its interim
order dated August 13 last
year, stating that the Gover-
nor is free to act in accord-
ance with the recommenda-
tions of the state cabinet.

The observation was
made by a bench headed by
Justice Vikram Nath while
hearing a vacate petition
filed by former MLC Amir
Ali Khan, seeking to lift the
orders issued in connec-
tion with his election. The
court directed that Amir Ali
Khan’s petition be tagged
with the main petition filed
by Dasoju Shravan and ad-
journed the matter to March
19 for further hearing.

The controversy dates
back to 2023, when the
Telangana cabinet, chaired
by then Chief Minister K.
Chandrashekar Rao, rec-
ommended the names of
Dasoju Shravan and Kurra
Satyanarayana for nomi-
nation as MLCs under the
Governor’s quota. However,
the then Governor Tamilisai
Soundararajan rejected the
nominations, citing their
political affiliations and stat-
ing that they did not fulfil
the criteria laid down under
Article 171(5) of the Consti-
tution. After the Congress
government assumed office
in 2024, the state cabinet
recommended the names
of Prof M Kodandaram and
journalist Amir Ali Khan for
the two Governors quota
MLC seats, which were sub-
sequently approved by the
Governor.

Challenging these ap-
pointments, Dasoju Shravan
and Kurra Satyanarayana
first approached the Telan-
gana High Court and later
the Supreme Court. On Au-
gust 13, 2025, the apex court
set aside the appointments
of Kodandaram and Amir
Ali Khan, clarifying that the
two MLC positions would
be filled subject to further
orders. While hearing Amir
Ali Khan’s plea on Tuesday,
the Supreme Court reiter-
ated that its earlier direc-
tions were not intended to
hinder or stall the selection
of Governor’s quota MLCs
in Telangana.

PRE-RAMZAN ARRANGEMENTS

Govt ratchets up efforts to spruce up
Mecca Masjid, other mosques in city

Minority Welfare Department secures 2,250 kg of premium dates for iftar while heritage restoration

and civic works near completion following public outcry over earlier renovation delays

M M FAROOQUI
HYDERABAD

WITH just two weeks re-
maining before the com-
mencement of the holy
month of Ramzan, the his-
toric Mecca Masjid, Shahi
Masjid, and other prominent
mosques are being spruced
up for the faithful. The au-
thorities have arranged 2,250
kg of high-quality dates for
iftar as over 5,000 worship-
pers are expected to break
their fast daily at Mecca Mas-
jid alone. Following reported
delays in renovation works
that triggered public concern
on 31 January, the Telangana
State Minority Welfare De-
partment has accelerated all
necessary arrangements to
ensure a peaceful observance
of the month.

According to the depart-
ment, prayer mats and es-
sential supplies have been
secured. Specifically, 1,500
kg of dates have been allocat-
ed to Mecca Masjid, with 500
kg for Shahi Masjid and 250
kg for the Secretariat Masjid.
District Minorities Welfare
Officer Mohammed Ilyas
Ahmed confirmed that the
supply contract was awarded
to Gulzar Cuisine at a rate of

A

Rs 418 per kg. He noted that
high-quality Shukri dates
are being provided this year
to enhance the experience
for the public. Furthermore,
existing carpets are being
refurbished or replaced with
new ones to accommodate
the large crowds.

In coordination with the
GHMC, water works, and
electricity departments, sev-
eral auxiliary tasks are un-
derway.

Tents have already been
installed at Mecca Masjid

and Shahi Masjid to provide
shade. While major renova-
tion and conservation works
on the four-century-old
structure are now fully com-
pleted, the reconstruction of
the ablution tank and wash-
rooms has also been final-
ised under the supervision
of the Department of Herit-
age. These projects, which
began in 2017, represent a
significant investment in
preserving the city’s religious
history.

Additionally, Rs 18 crore

has been
sanctioned
from Hy-
derabad
MP funds
for  works
at various

mosques across
the city. These funds

will be utilised based on
specific requirements and
local demands. However,
community activists like
Mohammed Ahmed have
raised concerns regarding
sanitation in the surround-

ing areas. They pointed out
that roads leading to several
mosques still suffer from
sewage overflow and poor
lighting.

They have urged the
GHMC to ensure that clean-
liness and infrastructure
repairs are completed well
before the onset of the holy
month to avoid inconven-
ience to the citizens. As the
city prepares for the festivi-
ties, the focus remains on
balancing heritage conser-
vation with modern civic
amenities for the thousands
of devotees who will gather
for nightly prayers
and commu-

nity  gatherings
throughout the
month.

This  en-
sures  that
the religious

significance
of the site is
matched by the
comfort and safety
provided to every indi-
vidual participating in the
spiritual activities during
this period of fasting.

The administration re-
mains committed to high
standards of hygiene and fa-
cility management.

Cong, BRS & BJP brace for
civic poll blitz from today
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AMID alooming rebel threat
to all major parties, the rul-
ing Congress, BRS, and BJP
have geared up to intensify
their poll campaigns for the
upcoming municipal elec-
tions from  Wednesday.
Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy will formally launch
the Congress campaign with
a major public meeting in
Miryalaguda. ~ Meanwhile,
BRS leaders have organised a
series of rallies across towns
for a seven-day stretch, and
the BJP is focusing on es-
tablishing dominance in the
northern districts.

The Chief Minister has
instructed District Congress
Committee presidents to fi-
nalise arrangements for pub-
lic meetings scheduled until
9 February. Leaders were
also told to coordinate daily
rallies and door-to-door
visits in every ward. TPCC
President Mahesh Kumar
Goud is set to oversee coor-
dination with district lead-
ership to ensure a seamless
campaign.

Ruling party launches campaign with
Miryalaguda public meeting while
opposition gears up for intensive rallies

and door to door canvassing across
Telangana ahead of the 11 February

municipal elections
Concurrently, BRS
working president
Rama Rao has
finalised a rig-
orous sched-
ule for all dis-
tricts. He and
Harish  Rao
are expected to
personally  lead
rallies in selected
municipalities
during  the
final  three
days of the
campaign,
particularly
in areas where
Congress is posing

a significant challenge. The
BJP aims to leverage its re-
cent Lok Sabha successes by
fielding strong candidates in
Nizamabad, Adilabad, Ka-

rimnagar, and Mahbubna-
gar. Union ministers,
MPs, and MLAs
will camp in these
municipalities for

the week to bolster
the saffron party’s

presence. With nomina-
tions now finalised, all three
parties are deploying their
full political might to sway
urban voters before the state
goes to the polls.

SHE Teams secure convictions
for 5 involved in sexual offences

HANS NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD

THE Hyderabad SHE Team,
through sustained investiga-
tion and effective prosecu-
tion, has secured convictions
in five cases involving grave
sexual offences against mi-
nor girls. These cases, regis-
tered at Begumpet, Banjara
Hills, Bhavani Nagar, and
SR Nagar stations, involved
charges including aggravated
penetrative sexual assault,
child enticement, and crimi-
nal intimidation. The ver-
dicts were delivered by Ses-
sions Courts and Fast Track
Special Courts under the IPC
and POCSO Act, reflecting
the stringent approach of
the city police towards child
safety.

The court awarded rigor-
ous imprisonment for life
until death in a case where
a father assaulted his twelve-
year-old daughter. Other
sentences included twenty-
five years for a neighbour
who assaulted a nine-year-
old girl, and twenty years for
the luring and assault of an
eight-year-old. Furthermore,
two separate cases involving
victims aged four and eight
resulted in five-year prison

terms. Alongside imprison-
ment, the courts imposed
fines and directed victim
compensation ranging from
Rs 2,00,000 to Rs 5,00,000.

Lavanya, DCP of the
Women Safety Wing, stated
that the victims, aged be-
tween four and twelve, were
assaulted by known indi-
viduals. In every instance,
the minors disclosed the of-
fences to guardians, leading
to prompt complaints and re-
ferral to the Bharosa Centre
for child-friendly statement
recording. The centre pro-
vided psychological counsel-
ling, medical care assistance,
and trial support to ensure
the families remained con-
fident throughout the legal
proceedings. The DCP noted
that despite pressure from
the accused to compromise,
Bharosa personnel ensured
the cases reached their logi-
cal conclusion. Currently,
all survivors are continuing
their education and perform-
ing well academically. This
coordinated effort between
the police, the prosecution,
and support centres high-
lights the commitment to
delivering justice and reha-
bilitating victims of such hei-
nous crimes.

GHMC 3-day jt induction trg prog for MSU staff begins

Commissioner Karnan
emphasises critical role

of frontline health teams
in safeguarding vulner-
able populations through
timely reporting and rapid
response as staff from
Hyderabad Bengaluru and
Thane undergo specialised
three day programme

Branch Address: :#5-122, Opp anutex,Canara Nagar, Boduppal Main Road, Medchal Malkajgiri Dist-

4 CAN FIN HOMES LTD.

DEMAND NOTICE

tof §

500092, Mobile:7625079230, Email:ghatkesarlcanfinhomes.com, CIN:LB5110KA1387PLC008G99

under Section 13(2) of the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enf ity Interest Act, 2002,

Whereas the undersigned being the Authorised Officer of Can Fin Homes Ltd., under SARFAESI Act and in exercise of powers con-
ferred under Section 13(12) read with Rule 3, issued Demand Notice under Section 13(2) of the said Act, calling upon the
Borrowers/guarantors listed hereunder (hereinafter referred to as the “said Borrowers”), to repay the amounts mentioned in the
Notice, within 60 days from the date of receipt of Notice, as per details given below. The said Notices have been returned undeliv-
ered by the postal authorities/ have not been duly acknowledged by the borrowers. Hence the Company by way of abundant caution
is effecting this publication of the demand notice (as per the prowisions of Rule 3 (1)). The undersigned has, therefore, caused these
Notices to be pasted on the premises of the last known addresses of the said Borrowers, as per the said Acl. As security for due
repayment of the loan, the following assets have been mortgaged to the Company by the respective parties as detailed below,

.| Name of Borrowers | Guarantors | Amount claimed Description of the S d Asset Date of
. B 1 :qim fdff'éh lakshmi i pﬁr G Schedule Of The Mortgaged Property bida
|1 Borrower 1: Mrs. Lukka Dhanalakshm otice* !
Wlo.late LukKa Kali Prasad, Total Outstanding Outstanding: glill] g‘?ltN ;ré%?rée:t%:c}w 3rd floor d.no:8-1/L-03-
Co-Borrower 2: Lukka Venkata Sal Rs.13.92 191/- ; LIG Block-3,having a super built
Akhil Slo.Late Lukka Kali Prasad, [Rupe,es :I‘h:ny up area 465.0Sq feet along with proportionate undivided
Co-Borrower 3: LV S Abhishek , Lakhs Ninty Two share of land admeasuning 20.59 Sq.Yads or equivalent 2901-
Sio.Late Lukka Kali Prasad, Thousand And One|10. 17:22 Sq Meters (out of tolal admeasuring ac67-| %4,
All are at: Flat no:310 LIG-3, Chitrapuri| Hundred Ninety 16Gts) in sy no246/1 situated at Manikonda Jagir Village
Colony, Lanco Hills, Manikonda jagir, One Only) &_ Municipality Gandipet Mandal Ranga Reddy
Shaikpet Puppalguda Ranga Reddy, | Demand Notice |Dist.Telangana Bounded by: North: Flat no:309, South:
Telangana - 500104 Dated:02-02-2026 | Lift & Open to sky, East: Open to sky, West: Corridor.

*Payable with further interest at contractual rates as agreed from the date mentioned above till date of payment.

You are hereby called upon to pay the above said amount with contracted rate of interest thereon within 60 days from the date of
publication of this notice, failing which the under signed will be constrained to Initiate action under SARFAESI Act to enforce theafore-
said security. Further, the attention of borrowers/ guarantors is invited to provisions of Section 13 (8) of the Act, in respect of time

available fo them to redeem the secured assets.

Date: 02-02-2026, Place: Hyderabad

Sd/- Authorised Officer, Can Fin Homes Ltd.

HaNs NEws SERVICE

HYDERABAD
THE Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation

Commissioner Karnan em-
phasised the critical role
of Metropolitan Surveil-
lance Units as the frontline
defence in safeguarding
public health in urban en-
vironments. During the
three-day Joint Induction
Training Programme for
MSU staff from Hyderabad,
Bengaluru, and Thane at the
MCR HRD Institute in Jubi-
lee Hills, the commissioner
underlined that the primary
responsibility of personnel is
to ensure timely reporting,
verification, and effective
response to outbreak-prone
diseases.

The training programme
is scheduled from 3 Febru-
ary to 5 February. Address-
ing the participants, the
Commissioner highlighted
key focus areas including
the surveillance of water-
borne diseases such as Acute
Diarrheal Diseases, Chol-
era, and Viral Hepatitis. He

also noted the importance
of monitoring vector-borne
diseases like Dengue, Chi-
kungunya, and Malaria,
along with emerging threats
including food poison-
ing and zoonotic diseases
aligned with the One Health
approach. Karnan stressed
the need to prioritise vul-
nerable populations resid-
ing in slums, high-density
settlements, and migratory
clusters where disease trans-
mission risks remain high.
Explaining the progress of
the Hyderabad unit, func-
tioning under the Prime
Minister Ayushman Bharat

Health Infrastructure Mis-
sion, Karnan stated it is
emerging as the central hub
for urban disease surveil-
lance. Of the 17 sanctioned
posts, 14 personnel have al-
ready been recruited, with
remaining vacancies ex-
pected to be filled shortly.
The newly appointed staff
is currently undergoing de-
partmental orientation. He
further noted that labora-
tory services are operational
at the Institute of Preventive
Medicine with additional
strengthening through pro-
curement of Biosafety Lev-
el-II equipment. The Com-

mand Control Centre being
established at Harihara Kala
Bhavan will further enhance
disease monitoring.
Highlighting technologi-
cal interventions, the Com-
missioner pointed out that
Hyderabad utilises a dedi-
cated Vector Borne Disease
application for real-time
surveillance, GIS  map-
ping, and coordinated field
response. During the pro-
gramme, participants will
undergo hands-on training
on the Integrated Health
Information Platform, ena-
bling real-time disease re-
porting through specific

forms along with event-
based surveillance. Sessions
will cover epidemiological
investigations, data security,
and risk communication.
Karnan reiterated that
public health is a collabora-
tive effort involving health,
water supply, and sanitation
sectors. He urged partici-
pants to strengthen inter-
departmental coordination.
Additional Commissioner
Patil, Raghu Prasad, Zonal
Commissioner ~ Priyanka
Ala, Joint Director Shub-
hangi Kulsange, Pradip
Awate, and Chief Medical
Officer Padmaja attended
the programme. This col-
laborative initiative marks
a significant step towards a
unified urban health secu-
rity framework that ensures
cities can effectively miti-
gate risks, manage medical
emergencies, and protect the
overall well-being of all resi-
dents through professional
expertise and advanced
technological  integration
within the existing mu-
nicipal infrastructure and
healthcare delivery systems.
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Bhongir MP among 8 suspended from
Lok Sabha for flinging papers at Chair

The suspensions followed disruptions in the House after Leader of the
Opposition Rahul Gandhi raised issues related to Chinese aggression
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CONGRESS Bhongir Mem-
ber of Parliament Chamala
Kiran Kumar Reddy was
among the eight opposition
MPs suspended from the Lok
Sabha on Tuesday for the re-
mainder of the ongoing ses-
sion.

The other suspended MPs
are Hibi Eden, Amarinder
Singh Raja Warring, Man-
ickam Tagore, Gurjeet Singh,
Prashant Padole, Dean Ku-
riakose, and CPI (M) MP S
Venkatesan.

The suspensions followed
disruptions in the House af-
ter Leader of the Opposition
Rahul Gandhi raised issues
related to Chinese aggres-
sion, citing references from
the autobiography of former
Indian Army chief General
MM Naravane, during the
discussion on the motion of
thanks to the President’s ad-
dress.

Rahul Gandhi said he in-
tended to speak on national
security concerns, but pro-
ceedings were disrupted
when opposition members
protested, including tear-
ing papers and flinging
them towards the Speaker’s
chair. Taking serious note
of the disorderly conduct,
the Speaker suspended eight

)"A Chamala K

L |
iran Kumar Reddy

opposition MPs for the re-
mainder of the session. Sub-
sequently, the Lok Sabha was
adjourned for the day and
scheduled to reconvene the
next day.

Speaking to the media af-
ter the suspension, Chamala
Kiran Kumar Reddy said
the MPs were suspended for
questioning the Speaker’s de-
cision to cut off Rahul Gan-
dhi’s microphone. He alleged
that whenever Rahul Gandhi
attempts to raise key issues,
the proceedings are disrupt-
ed in a manner that leads to
adjournment of the House.

Chamala accused the BJP
of misleading the public by
claiming that Congress MPs
were responsible for the ad-
journments. He further al-
leged that the suspension of

the eight MPs was deliberate
and aimed at silencing the
opposition.

“When Rahul Gandhi was
speaking during the debate
on the President’s address,
his microphone was cut off.
We went to the Speaker’s po-
dium to question this action.
The BJP is trying to suppress
our voices,” Chamala said.

He added that while the
suspended MPs would stage
a protest in the Parliament
premises on Wednesday,
other opposition MPs would
continue to raise the issues in
the House.

Alleging that microphones
were being  deliberately
switched off during opposi-
tion speeches, Chamala ac-
cused the BJP of engaging in
“petty politics”

Cong leader vents
ire over suspension
of Opposition MPs
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TELANGANA Pradesh Ma-
hila Congress Vice President
Rekha Boyalapalli on Mon-
day criticised the suspen-
sion of Opposition MPs for
seeking a discussion on for-
mer Army Chief Gen M.M.
Naravane’s book, describing
it as a threat to parliamen-
tary democracy and national
security. She said the issues
raised in the memaoir, includ-
ing alleged political pressure
on military decisions and in-
terference in strategic auton-

omy, were of serious national
importance. “The Army is a
sacred institution that must
remain above politics. Any
attempt to silence debate on
matters concerning defence
endangers the nation,” she
stated.

Rekha asserted that Rahul
Gandhi sought a parliamen-
tary discussion not for parti-
san reasons but to protect the
dignity of the armed forces
and ensure transparency in
defence  decision-making.
“Citizens have the right to
know whether professional
military advice was ignored

Rekha Boyalapalli h 3.

and whether national secu-
rity was compromised due to
political considerations,” she
said.

Criticising the govern-
ment’s response, she alleged
that Defence Minister Ra-
jnath Singh reacted with ag-
gression instead of providing
clarity, Amit Shah avoided
the core issue, and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi re-
mained a silent spectator to
the disruption. Suspending
MPs, she added, was an at-
tempt to evade accountability.

)

A NIGHTMARE FOR COMMUTERS

1,; o

Though pipeline works were completed three weeks back in Kavadiguda, road is not levelled
up to ensure passage of traffic ,posing a nightmare to commuters.

Photo: Ch Prabhu Das

Over 2.5 cr devotees attended
Sammakka Jatara: Seethakka
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PANCHAYAT Raj Minister
Dhanasri Anasuya Seethakka
on Tuesday stated that over
2.5 crore devotees attended
the Sammakka Sarakka
Medaram Maha Jatara this
year. During an informal in-
teraction with the media, the
Minister announced plans to
widen roads before the next
Jatara to effectively overcome
persistent traffic problems.
She described the festival as
a grand success, noting that
arrangements and temple
works proceeded smoothly
despite false propaganda
spread by certain individuals.
The Minister clarified that
the event concluded without
any untoward incidents,
dismissing misinformation
regarding a single theft.
Seethakka highlighted that

even opposition leaders
praised the management.
People from all walks of life
arrived in large numbers for
the darshan of the god-
desses. The Tirugu Jatara
is scheduled to take place
within a day or two.
Furthermore, the Min-
ister confirmed she would
soon review ongoing works
in the Mulugu district
with officials to prepare
for the ensuing Godavari
Pushkarams. This proactive
approach aims to ensure
better infrastructure and
crowd management for all
future religious congrega-
tions in the region. The
government remains com-
mitted to enhancing devotee
facilities while maintaining
the spiritual sanctity and
safety of these massive tribal
gatherings across the state of
Telangana.

KTR lobs job failure salvo at
Revanth; says jobless furious

BRS working president demands apology from Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy for failure to provide 2-lakh jobs
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BRS working president KT
Rama Rao on Tuesday de-
manded an apology by Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy
for not giving 2 lakh jobs as
promised two years ago.

Rama Rao warned the
Congress government that
the anger of the unemployed
youth in Telangana was
reaching its breaking point
after the Chief Minister
shamelessly backed out of
another guarantee he gave —
providing two lakh jobs in
the first year itself. Rao said
that Revanth, who came to
power through dishonest
means by promising two
lakh jobs in the first year of
his term, is now having the
PCC chief to claim that it
was a five-year promise, and
the youth were disgusted
by this.

KTR said that if Priyanka
Gandhi’s words, who came
all the way from Delhi to say
that the government should
be overthrown if it failed
to provide two lakh jobs
in the first year, had been
implemented, this deceit-
ful government would have
collapsed a year ago. KTR
criticised the Congress gov-
ernment’s job recruitment
process, stating that the CM,
after giving appointment let-
ters for 65,000 jobs that were
in the final stages during
KCR’s tenure and posing for
photos, has completely given
up on the process, result-
ing in ‘zero recruitment’ in
Telangana.

It has become clear to
everyone that the mudsling-
ing campaign launched by
Revanth against the BRS
government, which had
already filled 165,000 jobs,
was all a pack of lies aimed
at gaining power through
deceit. He said that not only
the unemployed youth but
also their parents were con-
demning the incompetent
and useless administration
that hasn’t even issued notifi-
cations for ten thousand new
jobs.

KTR said that the Telan-
gana society was constantly
observing how the Revanth
government was filling its
pockets through a series of
scams after burying the job
calendar. He warned that it
would be a mistake to think
that the four crore people
of Telangana would remain
silent and forget the decep-
tion perpetrated by the Chief

Minister just because he has
gone back on his promise of
two lakh jobs.

He asserted that there was
no question of forgiving the
Chief Minister, even if he
apologizes profusely or pros-
trates himself, for deceiving
and betraying the unem-
ployed youth of Telangana.

KTR said that all six
guarantees were nothing
but mere tricks, and all 420
promises were nothing but
deception, and that the
Revanth government, which
had revealed its true nature,
will surely face the wrath of
the unemployed.

He added that every
unemployed person, from
Adilabad to Ashok Nagar
Chowrasta, was ready to
teach a lesson to the govern-
ment for the deception in
the name of Mega DSC and
the betrayal regarding un-
employment allowance.

CPM sees red over killing
of Excise cop; seeks

fast-track court for trial

CPM State secretary John Wesley
demands strict action against drug mafia
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THE Communist Party of
India (Marxist) State Com-
mittee has strongly con-
demned the brutal murder of
Excise Department woman
constable Soumya, a resident
of Mopal village in Nizama-
bad district. The officer was
allegedly killed by the drug
mafia after being run over
during a vehicle inspection,
an incident initially staged to
appear as a car accident. In a
statement issued on Tuesday,
CPM State Secretary John
Wesley demanded that the
state government immedi-
ately constitute a fast-track
court to ensure swift and
severe punishment for those
responsible for this heinous
crime.

The CPM alleged that the
influence of the drug mafia
has been growing unchecked
in Hyderabad and several
major district headquarters
across Telangana. Referring
to frequent drug seizures
during police raids in Ran-
gareddy district, the party
described the current situa-
tion as alarming and indica-
tive of a deep-rooted nar-
cotics network. While Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy
has stated that drugs will be
eradicated from the state, the
CPM argued that the ground
reality tells a different story.
According to the party, the
supply and circulation of
narcotics continue unabated
in every district, exposing a
failure to effectively curb the

menace.

The statement warned that
drug abuse is pushing youth
onto a dangerous path, con-
tributing to social unrest and
increased crimes, including
sexual violence and atrocities
against women. The CPM
further alleged that the drug
mafias influence is expand-
ing across the Telugu states,
leading to a series of violent
incidents and murders. Cit-
ing previous cases, the party
pointed to the murder of ac-
tivist Penchalaiah in Nellore
and now Constable Soumya
as evidence of the growing
audacity of criminal net-
works.

The CPM demanded strin-
gent action to ensure exem-
plary punishment and called
for the complete dismantling
of the drug network, rather
than limiting action to in-
dividual arrests. The party
urged senior police officials
to go beyond praising the
bravery of victims and take
decisive steps to eliminate
the mafia. As a result of this
tragedy, the party insists that
unless those entrusted with
public safety are protected,
the plight of ordinary citi-
zens will continue to worsen
under the shadow of organ-
ised crime.

CS directs officials to secure maximum
central funds in Union Budget 2026-27

Ramakrishna Rao demands systematic action plan to claim Telangana’s 325,000 crore share from
centrally sponsored schemes while prioritising pharma and semiconductor sectors for state development

HaNSs NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD

STATE Chief Secretary Ram-
akrishna Rao has instructed
top officials to prepare a
comprehensive action plan to
secure pending central funds
for Telangana in the Union
Government’s budget for
the 2026-27 financial year.
At a meeting with secretar-
ies from all departments,
he emphasised that officials
must work systematically to
obtain the maximum pos-
sible allocation from cen-
trally sponsored schemes.
He clarified that the central
government has proposed a
budget of Rs 5 lakh crore un-
der these schemes. Based on
population figures, the Chief

Secretary noted that Telan-
gana should receive at least
Rs 25,000 crore as its rightful
share.

Ramakrishna Rao pointed
out that the central budget
prioritises the development
of the pharma sector, semi-
conductor manufacturing,
and various agricultural as-
pects, suggesting that the
state take appropriate meas-
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ures in these directions. He

identified a significant op-
portunity to develop a temple
corridor connecting Kham-
mam, Warangal, and Ka-
rimnagar districts. With the
Mamunoor airport project
progressing in Warangal, he
highlighted the substantial
potential for tourism, indus-
trial, and commercial growth
in these specific regions.

Furthermore, the Chief
Secretary stated that the
state is yet to receive another
Rs 10,000 crore during the
current financial year. He
briefed officials on the 16th
Finance Commission, not-
ing that fund allocations are
based on 2011 population
data alongside criteria such
as demographic area, imple-
mentation capacity, and fund

utilisation. Priority is given
to development-oriented in-
dicators. He suggested that
special measures be taken
to ensure that surplus unu-
tilised funds remaining with
the central government are
made available to the state.
Secretaries have been direct-
ed to make special efforts to
ensure no funds are lost due
to administrative delays.
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WARADHANAPET MLA K
R Nagaraj has criticised the
former MLA and leaders of
the BJP and BRS, accusing
them of indulging in poli-
tics based on lies, and said
the people of Waradhanapet
would teach them a fitting
lesson. Speaking at a media
conference on Tuesday at
the Municipal Election Of-
fice, he also announced the
names of 12 ward members
supported by the Congress
Party.

MLA K R Nagaraj alleged
that opposition leaders, un-
able to accept the public
support for Congress wel-
fare schemes in Ward No.
12, are spreading falsehoods
and baseless propaganda.

Congress MLA challenges opposition to
account for past development failures

He said Congress leaders are
campaigning door-to-door
and receiving strong back-
ing from residents, focus-
ing on households that have
benefited from government
welfare programmes. He
criticised former rulers for
not spending on develop-
ment during their ten-year
tenure and contrasted it with
Congress achievements in
the past two years.
Highlighting tangible de-

velopment, Nagaraj stated
that 143 Indiramma houses
and new ration cards have
been provided to the poor,
and works worth Rs 200
crore, including an Integrat-
ed School, a 100-bed hospi-
tal, a mini stadium, a Munsif
Court, a sub-jail, and a Ban-
jara Bhavan, have been sanc-
tioned. He also reaffirmed
that the 100-bed hospital
foundation stone was laid
based on public opinion and

assured its completion.

The MLA further criti-
cised opposition parties for
troubling tribals by merging
hamlets into municipali-
ties, while Congress fought
to convert them into Gram
Panchayats.

He highlighted feeder
channel repairs during the
rainy season and asserted
that Congress is delivering
genuine justice to weaker
sections through its six

e KR Nagaraj accuses
BJP and BRS of
spreading false
propaganda in
Waradhanapet

o Highlights Congress
development works
including 143
Indiramma houses
and Rs 200 crore
projects

® Appeals to voters to
ensure victory for all
12 Congress-backed
candidates

guarantees. MLA K R Na-
garaj appealed to voters to
reject opposition propa-
ganda and ensure a decisive
victory for all 12 Congress
candidates in the upcoming
municipal elections.
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CHANGE
OF
NAME
I, SUSHMA BEN B Spouse of Service No.
69439421 Hav VASAVA BHARAT BHAI,
R/o. H.No.3/35/481, Valmiki Nagar, East
Marredpally, Secunderabad, Hyderabad
Dist have changed my name from
SUSHMA BEN B to VASAVA
SUSHAMA BEN vide affidavit dt:
03-02-2026 before G.Ramchander, Ad-
vocate and Notary, Secunderabad.
_ (TH_44949)
I, AGASTYARAJU TEJOMAYT SHESHAKIRAN
(Old Name) R/o.Ft 501, Tathajis Creative
Heights, Masjid banda Road, Opp. to
Aparna Luxor, Kondapur Post, Dist- R.R
T5-500084, Changed My Name As
TEJOMAYI AGASTYARAJU (New
Name) W/o, Sheshakiran Jayakumar
Agastyaraju
. (TH, 44949)
I, RAMA MOHANA RAD VYTLA
H/o.SRI DEVI VYTLA Rjo. 1-
98/867/71, FN0.203, P.No. 7A, Ma-
halakshmi Plaza, Madhapur, Cy'bad
-R.R-500081. TS Changed my name
from RAM MOHANA RAO VYTLA
to RAMA MOHANA RAO VYTLA
For All Purpose.
(TH_44949)
I, OMER ABDULLA SHAREEF Sfo MOHAMMAD
ALTAF SHAREEF, FAREEDA BEGUM, Rjo Mallapur
Hyderabad-76, Would henceforth my correct
data is OMER ABDULLAH SHAREEF S/o
MOHAMMED ALTAF SHAREEF, FARIDA
ALTAF as in my all academic records. This
for my passport reissue applying & for my all
record purposes,
(TH_44949)
I Kavita Kumar, Rfo. Villa 474, Oorjita Grand Vie,
Gundlapochampaly Village, Medchal Mandal, Medchal
-Malkajgiri District. Telangana pin - 500100, changed
the name of my minor doughter from EESHA
KARTHIK, D/o. KARTHIK CHANDRASEKAR
to EESHA KAVITA, D/o. KAVITA KUMAR Vide
Affidavit dated, 19.11,2025, sworn before notary
SHAIK JAKEER HUSSAIN,
(TH_ 44949)
I, Service No, 69439421 Hav VASAVA
BHARAT BHAI, R/o. H.No. 3/35/481,
Valmiki Nagar, East Marredpally, Secun-
derabad, Hyderabad Dist hereby de-
clare that my son name is to be
changed from NIKHIL KUMAR to
VASAVA NIKHIL KUMAR.
_ (TH_44949)
I, Service No. 69439421 Hav VASAVA
BHARAT BHAI, R/o. H.No.3/35/481,
Valmiki Nagar, East Marredpally, Secun-
derabad, Hyderabad Dist hereby de-
clare that my son name is to be
changed from VISHAL BHAI to
VASAVA VISHAL BHAI.
S 1 X 5. 1)
I, Service No. 69439421 Hav VASAVA
BHARAT BHAI, Rfo. H.No.3/35/481,
Valmiki Nagar, East Marredpally, Secun-
derabad, Hyderabad Dist hereby de-
clare that my daughter name is to be
changed from PAYAL KUMARI to
VASAVA PAYAL KUMARI,
SO 5 8. . s.-)
I,RAMA MOHANA RAO VYTLA H/o.SRI DEVI
VYTLA Rfo. 1-98/867/71, FNo.203, P.No.
7A, Mahalakshmi Plaza, Madnhapur, Cy'bad-
R.R-500081. TS Changed my name from
RAM MOHANA RAO VYTLA to RAMA
MOHANA RAO VYTLA For All Purpose.
(TH_44949)
1 RAISA BEGUM, Dfo. MIRZA GHOUSE BEG
aged about 28 years, Rfo. HNO: 3-190/1,
Kachawani Singaram, Ghatkesar, Medchal
Malkajgiri (Dist)- 500088, Telangana. do
here by declare that I have changed my
name RAISA MIRZA to RAISA BEGUM
T ] 11050, )
I, V'V NAGA LAKSHMI HARI PRIYA Dfo V JANAKI RA-
MATAH, Rio.Fiat No. 501, Block D, Vezfaa Prathik
Apartments, Madhura Nagar, Nizampet, M-M Dist-90,
TG Shall henceforth be known as VEDURUMUDT
VENKATA NAGA LAKSHMI HARIPRIYA W/O
SUSARLA KRISHNA BHARGAVA.
e A TH, 44949)
I, Pativada Prasanna D/O Thatraju Satya
Narayana W/O R A N Pavan Pativada R/O
Flat No-102, Vignesh Sadan, VSN Colony,
Cantonment Vizianagaram, Dist- Vizianagaram,
Andhra Pradesh-535003 have changed my
name to Thatraju Prasanna.
(TH_AANCHAL)

CHANGE
OF
NAME

records purpose.

MOHAMMED JEELANI.

Neha Begum (0ld Name) to Qudrath Unnisa
Neha Begum (New Name) for all Purposes,

Sanjay Kadakia

Charminar Hyd.Change My New Name
As Ameena Shaheen W/o0. Mohammed
Abdul Waris.

NAME) D/O IRFAN SHAIK NASER.

RAKESH DHARA (New Name) fr 3l puposes

NAGULURI SRINIVAS GOUD

HAJI MURTUZA.

Suryaprakash Jawalker for all purposes,

Igbal for all purposes.

S/0, SALIM VEGDANI

name) W/o. SALIM VEGDANI

the comect name KURA NARASIMHA SWAMY fr 2! pumases.
] e e = =

111, TIWERNO4,
HEAY, DUNDIGAL, CYBERABAD-NEDCHAL:

/0, MULPURI YENKATESWARL fo 2 prposes

/0. GALINKI PERAIAH (NEW NAME) for &l purposes

I, Kurram Mallamma, W/o. Late Paren-
dal Narsimha, R/o. H.N0.3-99/A, Indira
Nagar, Uppal, RR Dist., have changed !
my name from KURRAM MALLAMMA :
to PARENDAL MALLAMMA for all

e (TH_02818)
I, SAIFA BEGUM, Rfo. H.No.8-1-523/166, !
Brindavan Colony, Tolichowki, Golconda, i
Hyderabad- 500008, T.S. Changed
my name as SAFIA BEGUM W/o. :

R (TH_44949)
I, Qudrath Unnisa Neha Begum, Wfo. Mohammed  }
Abdul Zubair, Rfo.17-8-320, Yakutpura, Hyd, TS,
changed my name from Qudrath Unnisa Alias

(TH_44949) { | SYED MUQTADAR HUSSANI S0 SYED MAHMOOD

1, Kadakia Smit Sanjay Kumar R/o. HNo 1- §

10-32 To 37C - 1101, Welkkin Park Old Pati- § 1 would ke to change the name from SYED

gadda, Prakash Nagar, Secunderabad TS- :

500016 have Changed My Name As Smit i HUSSAIN as i have changed in all my id proof.

(TH_44949)

(TH_44949)

(TH, 44949 | W GOISE QUESHRD 53 KI3RANS LA,
I, LAVANIYA LAVANYA, R/O H NO 2-2- &y oy hacss 1, AU CHANGED MY NAKE MCHANED
49/1, Kalal Gally, Yellareddy, Ka- i guyc wysonMrmeD WEED QESH P OF 488
mareddy Dist-503122,TS Changed my i LSO CHANGE AS MOHAMMED GHOUSE qnm n
rame as NAGULUR LAVANYA WO e Giouse e W 5 AL 505

(TH_44949) .
\ § 1, AMTUL QUDDUS DJO AHMED ABDUL ALEEM.
[ MUMTAZ BEGUM R/O.HNo. 2-3- i v

695/11/C LAL BAGH AMBERPET HYDER | oy® Litvinioc o o et |
ABAD TELANGANA HAVE CHANGED MY : p\ccpoqt Nog. 0157940 HAVE CHANGED MY

NAME AS MUMTAZ JAHAN W/O. : NAME AMTUL QUDDUS ALIAS ASNA,

(TH_44949) |

i T SHAMAIAH MASAMAPPA ALL URAM S0 AL L
| AWALKER S SUATHA, RPNGT3 hpter | [ty mﬁﬁgﬁﬁuﬂﬁ
Colony, Gunrock Road, Tirumalagn, Hyd- 500015, . oyt pall
have changed my name from JAWALKER : .o, " ey

i 509338, shal henceforth be known 25 ALLAPURAM
SUJATHA to JAWALKER S SUIATHA D/o. § SHAMAIAH S0 MASANATAR, vith immediate effect i
§ (TH_44949)
i 300sq Yards, while travelling Abdullapur

(TH_44949)

(TH_44949) i : v i
1, ZEHARUNNISA BEGUM, R/o.H.No.101/C, i Qﬁﬁﬁ_mm‘ 5E?ooim:05m$t11: '
Bansilalpet, Sec’bad have changed my - : ks
name from ZAHEER UNNIS BEGUM to : ;

i ABAD, TG, 500008. snall henceforth be known as !
ZEHARUNNISA BEGUM W/o. Mohammed | ORCHU LAXM, it nedite et :
(TH_44949) i
i RAMAIAH, R/o.Fiat No. 501, Block D, Vazhraa Prathik
i Apartments, Machura Nagar, Nizampet, M-M Dist:90,
§ TG Shall henceforth be known as VEDURUMUDI
i VENKATA NAGA LAKSHMI HARIPRIYA W/0

SUSARLA KRISHNA BHARGAVA,

(TH_44949) :
1, VEGDANI SUJAL SALIMBHAI (0id name), Ro. g
Flat No-410, 4th Foor, Daredia Signature, Daredia £ = o
Road, Kompall, TG, India, have changeq my | “-oovAl SLVER SIS, AT TOMSIT, O

name as VEGDANI SUJAL SALIM (new name) S NS 5 GUDIPUT CHETANSREE
(TH_44949) i S
| Ronanki Rama Mohana Rao §o Ronenk Gavarayya, o
V) QUTHBLLLAPLR (M), NED- B3 284342, Rehamath Nega, Yousafoud, Hyderbad, TG-50045
MAKAYGH (D T6- SO0, 1 CHUIGED My SONS Dby o b o Yool o pnta ot
£ 00 fme ot my passport bearing No: BAT79338 Its vald upto
£ 03442010 anone o ol o s mamber: BOBG3L3074

i i {T"!--;Hg‘#g] QWS NB ) NAME -+ [RICHNAM QUM RERGID I°F 7
1, VEGDANI SMITABEN SALIM (0ld riame), Rlo. :‘l':fl:'\:f‘i:dn\-,::k'-:k‘\»..)“m?;éﬂl'lnx-.'\:t':
Flat No-410, 4th Floor, Daredia Signature, Dare- §
dia Road, Kompally, T.G,, India, have changed e
My name as SMITA SALIM VEGDANI (new ; MEASHRISHUAN SHAURYANANDHAN /o RISHUAN
i JANARDHAN, MUNAGAPAT SUNANDA H0TH3)
(TH_44949) i
1 URA SHPATH KRR o KRARASDEA S R . § L DHANA  LAXMI RAMANUIAM W/O MD
M3V 301, P ooy Sk, Moo el & YOUNUS RVQ Banoa Hils, (Town) Khaitabed,
Telangana - 0055, my fther' name v wongly prinked may ° .
Pt o, 6210 a5 URA NARSIMHASWANY, s § Cianged My Name Ac ALEENA YOUNUS
© W/O MOHAMMED YOUNUS.
(TH_44949)
£ 1, RATNA PRABHA Alas RATNA PRABHA GALTAM Djo
3 PKishan Rao Wo Sripad Gautam, aged 45, residing at
xgioye | 11-2U/7T14, Pt NoS2, Road No10, Ram Naresh
o MULPURILEELRRISHNA o MULPUR] LEELARISHAALY
:  myname to RATNAPRABHA PATWARL
i (TH_44949) :
1, GALINK MAOULA WI0. GALIN PERAIAH (NEW NAg) 1, Gaurang Damania R/o Falt nox 25/304, Rain
RIO.HHO: 14973, ANAKD RAD COLONY, OLD ALWAL -
CUNDERABAD-500010, TS changed my rame rom BABY
DASART MANJULA (OLD NAE)to GALINKT MANDULA £
 Chandrakant Narottamdas Damania.

(TH 44949) §
(TH_44949)

 (TH_44949) :

 (TH_44949) !

_ (TH_44949)

(TH_44949)

‘Hans India cessifecs

CHANGE
OF
NAME
I, Khaiser Begum W/o. Mohammed
Aleem Uddin, R/o. 8-15-44/5/1, S aifi
Colony, Mailardevpally, R R Dist, 500052

Would like to Change my Name As
QAISER BEGUM

T
YRR

1 PAKEER AT LR 50,

ENGINEER, Emp i
DEPT, VIGELANCE AD QUALTTY CONTR) GONDA.
Tintzndto change my rame 2 PAKKIRUGALLA RAVT KUMAR

§/0. YADAGIRI for the af puose

COLONY, Hyd. Iantto change my Name fom HAFATZ
SALAM BIN ALI BAA ATA ) HAFEZ SALAM BIN ALI

i BAATA s have changed in al my id proofs
{ (TH_44949) i
i 1, BURLLA SABITHA W/O. BURLA KRISH-
i NAIAH, R/O. HNO. :2-51, BOBBILIGAMA,
i RANGAREDDY. I HAVE CHANGED NAME
i AS BURLA SABITHA W/O.BURLA
i KRISHNAIAH.
(TH_44949) |

§ 1, Pogaku Nishita Sharma Wjo Pogaku Madan Mohan
I, Amana shaheen R/o H.No.18-7- : RjoFiat No 401 MIG Il 731 Sri Datfs Palzce Kphb
212/30/6/B/7 Jahangir Nagar Talab katta : (Colony Hyderabad Telangana Pin 500072 changed my
i name from Pogaku Nishita Sharma to NISHITA
i SHARMA W/o Pogaku Madan Mohan,

HUSSAINI, Rfo 2-4-63/1/20, Upperpially, Rangareddy.

MUQTADAR HUSSANI TO SYED MUQTADAR

(TH_44949)

(TH_44949)

R/O 1-72, WORD. No2. HIMAYATH NAGAR,

No. 2-28, METALKUNTA, BOMRASPET, VIKARABAD, TG,

328/A/59, AMBEDKAR NAGAR, SHAIKPET, HYDER-

HEULLAPR

(M), MEDCHALMALKAJGIR! (D) TG, 500054, I CHANGED MY

046, WHDEPR 1

CHaL

(mandal) Hyderabad (Dist) Telangana -500034,

Nagar, Hydemagar, Kukatpally, Hyderabad- 65, change

Tree Park, Malaysian Township, kphb, Medchal-
Malkzigiri- 500085, TG, have changad my name
as Gaurang Chandrakant Damania S/o

CHANGE

{ 1Hameeda Begum w/o. Jahangir Pasha, r/o. # B-
i 8, S.N. Colony, RC. Puram, Ranchandrapuram,
§ Sanga Reddy, Dist, Have Changed my name and
¢ my Hushand name, SHAIK AMEEDA BEGUM,
¢ w/o, Shaik Jahangir Pasha.
(TH_44949) i

i I, SAPPIDI ANITHA REDDY Wj/o.REDDY
5 SRINIVAS REDDY Rjo. HNo.2-31-5/2, SHIVAJI
i NAGAR Colony, TARANAGAR, Serilingampally
i Cyb'bad RR District -500019 TS Changed My
i Name As SAPPIDI ANITHA
(TH_44949) i
£ 1, HAFALZ SALAM BTN AL BAK ATA S HAFAIZ ALL BN
MUBARAK BAA ATA, Rjo 19-2-Z3MH/20, MECCA ¢
{ Avanthi Nagar, Basheerhagh, Himayathnagar,
i Hyderabad, 500029- Change my name from
¢ Sapna to Swapna Devi for all purpose.

(TH_44949)

. (TH_44549)
1 Swapna Devi W/o Lalit Kumar Jain resident
of 3-6-69/B/9, 10, F No.403, Avigna Park Apts,

(TH_44949)

(TH_KM GOUD)

{1, BURLLA KRISHNAIAH S/0. BURLA PUL-
£ LAIAH, R/O. HINO. :2-51, BOBBILIGAMA,
: RANGAREDDY. I HAVE CHANGED NAME
i ASBURLA KRISHNAIAH S/0. BURLA
© PULLAIAH,
(TH_44949) i

i 1, Ramshetty Suguna Bai R/o Flat no 3008,

I, RUHL NAZMEEN, R/O. 2-3423/158/B6/Q10, | Tower 2, Marina Skies, Green Hills Road,

M.CH.COLONY, AMBERPET, HYD, TS. CHANGED : Moosapet, Hyd,TG-500018, have changed

(OLD NAME) TO SHAIKNAMEERA FATIMA (NEW | Ramshetty Ranga Rao

(TH_44949) :

(TH_KM GOUD)

{ 1, BURLLA SRINIVAS S/0. BURLA KRISH-
§ NAIAH, R/O. HNO. :2-51, BOBBILIGAMA,
i RANGAREDDY. I HAVE CHANGED NAME
i AS BURLA SRINIVAS S/0.BURLA
i KRISHNAIAH.

(TH_44949) i
£ 1,V'SV Madhuri Dendubri Djo Denduki Durga
1, AISHWARYA DHARA W0 RAKESH DHARA (New Name) 0. ©  pracad Rfo Fiat No 401, Shyam Sadan, Sai Baba
Fik 24, SRV PRRADISE SHIAM R, NENNALLATA - £ cojony Kukatpally, Hy-500072, have changed
50004 5, Gangedmy rané o NAGA AISHWARYA - rame 25 Tumuluru Venkata Satya Usha

KANDRIGA (0l Name) to AISHWARYA DHARA W/0 Madhuri W/o Sreenivasa Sastry Tumuluru,

i1, 5C No.15816763-N, Rank: NK, Name:
i DEBABRATA MAITY, resident of at JAYNAGAR
i ROAD, BHUBANESWARI BAZAR, SOUTH 24,
i PARGANAS, WEST BENGAL -743383, and have

(TH_KM GOUD)

Change of

Name & D.o.B.

i change my Father: JHANTU MAITY DOB
i FROM :10-02-1963 to 17-12-1964 and
¢ change my Mother: PARBATI MAITY DOB:
i FROM 15-04-1970to 01-01-1970, inmy
: Service records.

(TH_44949)

i 1, Kethavath Pandu S/o. Kethavath
i Redya, R/o. Pavanagir colony, hayath nagar.
i Tlost my original Document. 9228/2022,

Plot No. 366, Survey No. 270-271, Total

i Met to Hayathnagar by Bus. If anybody
i found please contact: 9182120323,
: 6304862712

(TH_44949)

£ 1, V'V NAGA LAKSHMI HARI PRIYA Dfo V JANAKI

(TH_44949)

(TH_44949)
|, MOHAMMED MUDASSIRUDDIN Sfo Mohammed

§ Mubashiruddin, R/2:17-3-194/27, Madina Nagar B Blec,
§ Yaudnus, Hyderahad, TG. Lot my criginal Passport B.Not
76960248 onct: 31-1-2006, whietravefing fom my House
£t heaty Yeon Shop, FAnyone furd Ca 9100596066

(TH_44949)

: 1 MOHAMMED NADEEM /0. Mohammed Saber /13
E BIRIAY), Masa N, A Ry Nage b,
§ TG, Have Lost My Original S5C Migration Certificate Bearing,
E No:212230098-, Vi Meking Yerx Coies At Neaty
{ e Stap, 1 Anyondy Found P Cont 9381276863,

(TH_44949)

1, KAHKASHA KRAN Djo. Mohammed Shoukat Khan, Ri:19-
§ ORINGY, Musta Nagar, Achi Ry N, v,
TG Have lost my Original S Migraton Certificate Bearing
£ no:2122740114-1, Wik Making eror Coples At Nearhy
E xeroxshe, ¥ anjhody found Pis Cont: 9381276863,

(TH_44949)

NOTICE: Readers are advised to make appropriate enquiries while responding to advertise-
ments in these columns. THE HANS INDIA, (Hyderabad Media House PVT Ltd) does not vouch

for any claims made by the/advertisers. Hyderabad Media House PVT Ltd. shall not be held
responsible/liable for any consequences in case such claims are found to be false.

; |AGREEMENT OF SALE and paid substantial

PUBLIC NOTICE

The General Public is hereby informed
that my clients 1) RAKESH JANGIR S/o:
Girdhan Lal Jangir S/o:Kasana Ram &
2) Miss.POOJA HANSRAJ SUTHAR D/o:
Hansraj Suthar W/o: Rakesh Jangir both
are Rfo: Balanagar, have entered into

amount towards part sale consideration
with respect to purchase all that the Residential
Flat.No:1007A,in Block A on 10" Floor of
super built up area 1320 Sft., (inclusive of
Carpet area, Wall area, Balcony area and
Common area) and 1 (ONE) Car Parking
together with an Proportionate undivided
share of Land Admeasuring 36.28 Sq.Yards
out of 15572.64 Sq Yards on 4 BLOCKS
in SyMNos:114, 115 & 116 situated at
Jeedimetia Village, Under GHMC Circle &
Mandal, Quthbullapur, Medchal- Malkajgiri
Dist, Telangana State and bounded within
the following boundaries NORTH: Open
To Sky And Flat No:1008A SOUTH: Open
To Sky And Flat No1006A, EAST: Corridor,
WEST: Open To Sky. from its lawful owner
M/s. BEAMS AND COLUMNS BUILDERS
PRIVATE LIMITED
[Any person having or claiming any rights
interest claim demand or benefit what so
ever in respect of the Schedule Property
by way of sale, exchange, mortgage, gift,
trust, development rights, inheritance, bequest
possession lease, license, tenancy, lis-pendens,
lien, charge, maintains, easement or under
any agreement or power of attorney what
so ever or otherwise how so ever is hereby
requested to notify the same in writing with
documentary proof thereof the undersigned
at the address as mentioned below within
3 days from the date hereof, failing which
it shall be construed that either there is no
claim demand rights or interest what so
ever in or over the Schedule Property
adverse to the aforesald owner or the
same has been waived for all intent and
purposes and sale shall be completed
Sdl- Suresh Jain M.com., LLm, PGoT, PGDCS,
ADVOCATE & NOTARY
8-3-254, Market Street,
Opp. Market P.5., Secunderabad-03
Cell No: 9885024004,

Date:04-02-2026, Secunderabad.

LOST DOCUMENTS

|, VENKATESWARA RAD TALASILA Son of
PURNACHANDRA RAO, Age 60 Years, Occ
Business, Fesident of Akshaya 1, ¥ GB5/R/,
Shankar Valley Apariments, Road No.12, Banjara
Hills, Hydarabad - 500034, | submit thal last month
while | am renovating and colouring my flat | noticed
that Original Documents file is lostmissing and the
said file consists of Sale Deed bearing Doc No
23932008, Dated: 25-06-2008, Regesterad in
the office of District Registrar, Hyderabad (South)
partaining 1o Flat No.103, GHMC No, 8-2-605/R/4.
Akshaya-1, Ground Floor of Shanker Vallay,
Admeasuring 1370 Sq Feels Shaikpet Village,
Aoad No.12, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad (Sy No
128037 ‘(’o!a}. 403 (new)Sale Deed bearing No.
BNSDE64/2008-09, Dated: 21-04-2008,
Registered in the office of Sub Registrar
Banasawadi, Bangalore-43 pertaining to Flat No.
309, NR Greenwood Apartments, Near Manyata
Tech Park, Sy MNo.105/1, Khata No.2180,
Rachanahalll, Bangalore. If found, please contact
Venkateswara Rao Talasila, Coll 8790003355

(TH_31193)

CHANGE OF NAME

I, SHEIK VAHAB(old Name)
Slo. SHAIK SUBHANI, R/O.
H.No. 4306,1st floor, Road
No.13, New MIG Phase-2, R.C.
Puram, Vidyuth Nagar, San-
gareddy Dist-502032, T.G. |
Have Changed my Name As
SHAIK VAHAB (New Name).
Hereafter My Name is Known
as SHAIK VAHAB (New
Name).

(TH_216)

CHANGE OF NAME

|, SHEIK BEEBI(old Name),
Wio. SHAIK SUBHANI, R/O.
H.No. 4306, 1st floor, Road
No.13, New MIG Phase-2,
R.C. Puram, Vidyuth Nagar,
Sangareddy Dist- 502032,
T.G. | Have Changed my
Name As SHAIK BEEBI
(New Name). Hereafter My
Name is Known as SHAIK
BEEBI (New Name).

(TH_216)

CHANGE OF NAME

I, SHEIK SUBHANI(old Name)
s/o. SHAIK Madeena, R/O.
H.No. 4306 1st floor, Road
No.13, New MIG Phase-2,
R.C.Puram, Vidyuth Nagar,
Sangareddy Dist- 502032,
T.G. | Have Changed m
Name As SHAIK SUBHANI
(New Name). Hereafter My
Name is Known as SHAIK
SUBHANI (New Name).

(TH_216)

Lost of Document

This is to Inform general Public That |, M.
Sudama S/o Late M. Hanumantha
Charya, Age-75years, Occupation/Retired
Employee Rio H.No.3-9-559/1, Plot No-15.
Sri Balaji Nagar Colony, Road No-04
Sahara Road, Mansoorbad LB Nagar,
HYD-500068. Have Lost My Original Sale
Deed No:5558/1991. On Dated 28/05/1991.
SRO Hayath Nagar, While Traveling From
My Residence to Ranga Reddy Court
From Then HDFC RK Puram Branch, By
Bike In Missing Date:21/01/2026. If Found
Anyone Please Call:9346666435.

(TH_44949)
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dates on Tuesday

Warangal Member of Parliament Dr Kadiyam Kavya distributes B-Forms to Congress candi-

Congress eyes clean sweep in Station
Ghanpur as MP Kavya leads poll campaign

HaNs NEws SERVICE
HANUMAKONDA

WARANGAL Member of Parliament Dr
Kadiyam Kavya on Tuesday distributed
B-Forms to Congress candidates con-
testing the Station Ghanpur Municipal-
ity elections and asserted that she would
personally take responsibility for ensur-
ing the party’s victory in all 18 wards.
The programme was held at the Congress
Party office in Ghanpur town, where she
asked candidates to immediately submit
their nomination papers to the election
authorities.

Addressing candidates and party work-
ers, the MP urged them to take the Con-
gress government’s welfare guarantees and
development initiatives to every household
and seek the blessings of voters. She direct-

ed party cadres to coordinate ward-wise,
intensify election campaigning and effec-
tively counter the strategies of rival parties,
expressing confidence that Congress can-
didates would secure a clean sweep in the
municipality.

Dr Kavya said the municipal elections
should be treated as a prestigious responsi-
bility and highlighted the Congress Party’s
commitment to urban development and
basic infrastructure. She recalled that Sta-
tion Ghanpur was declared a municipality
soon after Revanth Reddy assumed office
as Chief Minister and pointed to ongoing
works on roads and drainage systems to
address flooding issues that previously af-
fected the town. Calling for unity within
the party, she appealed to workers and vot-
ers to ensure that the Congress flag flies in
all 18 wards.

)

i
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/. | | ﬂhk-?i‘ § A
AP deputy CM’s wife Anna Lezhnev

A -

visits historic Bhadrakali temple

Hans NEws SERVICE
HANUMAKONDA

ANNA Lezhneva, wife of Andhra Pradesh
Deputy Chief Minister Pawan Kalyan, vis-
ited the historic Sri Bhadrakali Ammavari
Temple in Warangal city on Tuesday and
offered special prayers to the presiding
deity. On her arrival, she was accorded a
warm reception by temple trustee Thonu-
punuri Veeranna. She first offered prayers
at the shrines of Adi Shankaracharya and

Vallabha Ganapati before proceeding to
the main sanctum, where she performed
special pujas to Goddess Bhadrakali.

Following the completion of the ritu-
als, chief priest Cheppela Venkata Na-
garaja Sharma, along with Vedic scholar
Pradeep Kumar Sharma, conducted the
Mahadashirvachanam at the temple’s
Snapana Mandapam. The priests later
presented the sacred silk garments of
the Goddess and offered prasadam to
Anna Lezhneva.

Collector’s hospital visit
exposes gaps in patient care

HaNs NEwWS SERVICE
KuMURAM BHEEM
ASIFABAD

DISTRICT Collector K. Haritha on Tues-
day emphasised the need for improved
medical services at government hospitals,
stating that patients, particularly those
from common and tribal communi-

ties, must receive respectful and quality
healthcare.

The District Collector made a surprise
visit to the government hospital at the
district headquarters, where she in-
spected various wards and departments.
She interacted with patients undergoing
treatment and sought details regarding
the medical facilities and services being
provided.

During the inspection, Haritha re-
viewed the functioning of the blood bank
and enquired about the services rendered
by doctors, nurses and other hospital

staff.

She later held a review meeting with
the doctors, stressing the importance of
punctuality and diligence in duty.

She directed hospital authorities
to maintain cleanliness in wards and
hospital, ensure quality standards in the
food supplied to patients and provide
clean drinking water. She also instructed
doctors and staff to continuously monitor
patients’ health conditions and avoid any
form of negligence.

Stating that government hospitals cater
largely to economically weaker sections
and tribal populations, the District Col-
lector underlined the responsibility of
medical staff to treat every patient with
dignity and care.

Hospital Superintendent Praveen,
Medical College Principal Subodh
Kumar, along with doctors and other
staff members, were present during the
inspection.
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Council LoP flays Revanth for
‘vulgar remarks’ against KCR

BRS MLC says Revanth is running a deceptive government,
neglecting implementation of the pre-poll guarantees

HaNs NEws SERVICE
HYDERABAD

LEADER of Opposition
in the Legislative Council
Madhusudhana Chary

on Tuesday condemned
the vulgar remarks made
by Chief Minister Re-
vanth Reddy against BRS
president Chandrashekar
Rao. Addressing a press
conference, Chary stated
that the words of the Chief
Minister were intended to
influence the ongoing SIT
investigation.

He clarified that Rao has
never refused to face

the inquiry but merely
requested more time due to
his current responsibilities
regarding the upcoming
municipal elections.

“We have faced many in-
vestigations in the last two
years and are not afraid.
Rao is a national leader
who brought statehood to
Telangana and remains in

the hearts of the people,”
Chary said, noting that
Reddy had no involvement
in the original statehood
movement.

The BRS leader alleged
that despite advice from
Justice Sudarshan Reddy
against hateful speeches,
the Chief Minister con-
tinued making derogatory
remarks. He compared
the nature of Reddy to a
dog’s tail that can never
be straightened, alleging
the current government is
deceptive and neglects im-
plementing its guarantees.

Madhusudhana Chary
further alleged that the
government miserably
failed in conducting the
Sammakka Sarakka Jatara.
Despite boasts about per-
manent arrangements, a
massive 15-hour traffic jam
occurred, proving a lack
of basic preparations. He
noted that under the tenure
of Rao, the festival was

celebrated grandly with
superior action rather than
empty words.

Chary demanded a
public apology to the
devotees for the hardships
faced. MLC Takkellapalli
Ravinder Rao added that
the comments of the Chief
Minister deeply hurt Telan-
gana society, stating Reddy
is not fit to be compared to
Rao, who has a history of
sacrificing positions for the
cause of the state.

Former Corporation
Chairman Venkateshwar
Reddy was also present at
the briefing to support the
opposition’s stance on these
administrative and political
issues.

The leaders concluded
that the focus should
remain on developmental
goals rather than engaging
in personal vendettas that
distract from the welfare
of the common citizens of
Telangana.

KTR: Respect ‘rebel’ leaders
for pulling out from poll fray

Says Congress party is fac
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BRS working president KT
Rama Rao on Tuesday called
upon the party leaders in the
district to give due respect to
the leaders who have with-
drawn from the elections and
should be warmly welcomed.

Stating that within just two
years of coming to power the
Congress party was facing
strong public resentment
and calling up on the cadre
to expose the failures of the
ruling party and hoist the
Pink flag in the municipal
elections, Rama Rao said
that BRS must register a mas-
sive victory in the municipal
elections: KTR’s directives to
party cadres.

He was speaking during a
teleconference held on Tues-
day with party constituency
in-charges, municipal coor-

dinators, and district presi-
dents. He said that within just
two years of the current Con-
gress party coming to power,
strong public resentment was
being expressed towards it.
He said that the people were
observing the betrayal of the
Congress government and its
failure to fulfill its promises,
thus deceiving the public. In
this context, he expressed

confidence that a favorable
atmosphere prevails for the
BRS party across the state,
and that the people would
definitely teach the Congress
party a lesson in these elec-
tions.

The BRS leader expressed
confidence that if all the
party cadres work hard in
coordination for the next
week, a victory with a huge

ing strong public resentment and asked his party cadre to expose the failures of the ruling party

majority was certain. He re-
called that in the last munici-
pal elections, the opposition
parties could not stand be-
fore the BRS wave, and that
the Congress and BJP were
then limited to only seven
or eight seats. KTR empha-
sized that coordination was
crucial as part of the election
strategy. He requested that
rebel candidates, who with-
drew their nominations in
many places, respecting the
party’s request, be warmly
welcomed. He instructed the
candidates to personally visit
the homes of every leader
who made a sacrifice by ad-
hering to party discipline
and to involve them in the
campaign. He stated that it is
the responsibility of the mu-
nicipal coordinators to give
them due respect and move
forward together. Following
the conclusion of the nomi-

nation process, he instructed
that a comprehensive report
on the ground situation be
immediately sent to the party
headquarters.

Focusing on the final
stage of the campaign, KTR
called for every minute to
be utilized effectively. He
directed district presidents
and former ministers to as-
sess the chances of victory
in the municipalities under
their purview and prepare
the necessary action plan
to ensure the success of the
winning candidates. He sug-
gested that leaders should
also focus on increasing the
voter turnout on polling day,
in addition to ensuring the
victory of the candidates. He
asked the municipal coordi-
nators to remain available in
their assigned areas until the
completion of the election
process.

Polls should be conducted
effectively, says DGP
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TELANGANA State Direc-
tor General of Police Shivad-
har Reddy has emphasised
to police officers the critical
importance of conducting
the upcoming municipal
elections in strict accordance
with the law.

During a video conference
on Tuesday, the DGP ad-
dressed Police Commission-
ers, District SPs, and Station
House Officers from regions
where the municipal elec-
tions are scheduled to take
place. With elections set for 7
municipal corporations and
116 municipalities across the
state, officers have been di-
rected to ensure smooth pro-
ceedings in 414 wards un-
der corporations including
Kothagudem, Karimnagar,
Mahabubnagar, and Nizama-
bad, as well as 2,582 wards in
the municipalities.

The DGP stressed that
adhering to regulations is
essential to uphold the repu-
tation of the state police and
the government. He made
it clear that measures must
be implemented to avert
complaints or unwanted
incidents. During the meet-
ing, Hyderabad Police Legal
Advisor Ramulu provided an
overview of the laws govern-
ing election conduct. Shivad-
har Reddy highlighted that
under the law, severe penal-
ties are unavoidable for those
attempting to sway voters,

Telangana police chief
Shivadhar Reddy directs
officials to ensure seam-
less municipal polls
across 123 urban local
bodies while warning of
strict imprisonment for
voter coercion or illegal
distribution of alcohol

coerce them, or obstruct the
nomination process.

Additionally, distributing
alcohol to disturb the peace
or breaching the Excise Act
could lead to imprisonment
ranging from six months to
two years. Under the Arms
Act, individuals with li-
censed firearms must surren-
der them to police stations,
with non-compliance carry-
ing a prison sentence of one
to three years.

The DGP also directed
authorities to enforce strict
campaign regulations for po-
litical parties. He emphasised
that using religious institu-
tions for political agendas
is a grave offence under the
Prevention of Misuse of Re-
ligious Institutions Act 1988.
Furthermore, individuals
engaging in hate speech or
inciting division may face up
to five years in prison. The
conference was attended by
high-ranking officials in-
cluding AIG Law and Order
Ramana Kumar, ensuring a
unified strategy for a fair and
peaceful electoral process
across the entire state of Tel-
angana.

Ticket distribution triggers
trouble in Jagtial Congress
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TENSION prevailed within
the Congress party in Jagtial
on Tuesday after activists
staged a spirited protest at
the residence of senior leader
Jeevan Reddy. The demon-
stration erupted as support-
ers expressed deep dissatis-
faction over the distribution
of tickets for the upcoming
municipal elections. Accord-
ing to internal sources, the
agitation followed a decision
by the party high command
to grant preference to local
MLA Sanjay Kumar in the
allocation process. Protesting
workers alleged that tickets
were being primarily allotted
to leaders who recently de-
fected from the Bharat Rash-
tra Samithi, effectively side-
lining dedicated Congress

loyalists who have served the
party for decades.

During the protest, activ-
ists conveyed their griev-
ances to Jeevan Reddy, who

reportedly expressed his
own frustration with the
current approach. Sources
close to the leader stated that
he appeared visibly upset,
claiming his views on ticket
distribution were being sys-

tematically ignored. Reddy is
also reportedly unhappy with
the conduct of Sanjay Kumar.
Despite this growing unrest,
the party high command has
not yet taken steps to pacify
the veteran leader, leading to
speculation that he is being
taken lightly by senior lead-
ership.

The rift traces back to the
2023 Assembly elections,

when Sanjay Kumar defeated
Jeevan Reddy as a BRS can-
didate before later joining the
Congress. This defection was
strongly opposed by Reddy
at the time. Since the entry
of Kumar, two distinct fac-
tions have emerged within
the district unit, resulting
in frequent clashes. Amid
this worsening rivalry, ru-
mours are gaining significant
ground that Jeevan Reddy
may be considering leaving
the party, although no of-
ficial confirmation has been
provided.

The internal crisis now
threatens the unity of the
party as it prepares for the
competitive municipal polls.
The high command must act
swiftly to prevent a further
escalation of this bitter po-
litical feud between the two
dominant groups.

PhonePe and HDFC Bank
launch Ultimo Credit Card

HYDERABAD: PHONEPE and HDFC Bank
have introduced the Ultimo Credit Card,
offering 5 per cent cashback on select
online shopping brands including Ama-
zon, Flipkart, and Myntra. The card bal-
ances utility with travel perks by providing
complimentary domestic airport lounge
access. It specifically targets everyday
expenses like recharges, utility bill pay-
ments, and online shopping to enhance
the overall consumer experience.

Owaisi.

A four-time MLA, Quadri represented

FORMER MIM MLA QUADRI PASSES AWAY

HYDERABAD: ALL India Majlis-e-
Ittehadul Muslimeen General Secretary
and former legislator Syed Ahmed Pasha
Quadri passed away on Tuesday follow-
ing a prolonged illness. Associated with
the party for several decades, Quadri was
among the most trusted confidants of
the late Sultan Salahuddin Owaisi, father
of current AIMIM president Asaduddin

the Charminar constituency for three
consecutive terms starting in 2004, before
shifting to the Yakutpura seat in 2018.
Citing health issues, he refrained from
contesting the 2023 elections but con-
tinued serving the party in his capacity
as General Secretary. Over the past few
months, his health had deteriorated, ne-
cessitating multiple hospital admissions.

His passing is widely mourned across the

city’s political circles.

Speaker asks
Kadiyam to attend
hearing today
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IN a significant political de-
velopment, Assembly Speak-
er Gaddam Prasad Kumar on
Tuesday issued formal notic-
es to Station Ghanpur MLA
Kadiyam Srihari, directing
him to appear for a hear-
ing at 11 am on Wednesday.
The Speaker has now issued
notices to all ten members
facing defection charges.
BRS MLA KP Vivekananda
filed the initial complaint al-
leging that Srihari, who won
his seat on a BRS ticket, de-
fected to the Congress party.
Notices were also served to
Vivekananda, requiring his
presence at the same hearing
scheduled for tomorrow. The
Speaker is set to hear argu-
ments from both Srihari and
Vivekananda regarding the
allegations.

To date, the Speaker has
already granted a clean chit
to seven other MLAs, rul-
ing that they had not of-
ficially  changed parties
and remain affiliated with
the BRS. While a petition
against Khairatabad MLA
Danam Nagender remains
under consideration, the
Speaker has reserved orders
on the petition against BRS
MLA Sanjay Kumar. These
proceedings follow a stern

o

=

directive from the Supreme
Court, which recently issued
a final warning to Speaker
Gaddam Prasad Kumar. The
apex court has granted a two-
week window to decide on
the disqualification petitions
involving BRS MLAs who al-
legedly joined the Congress.

A bench comprising Jus-
tice Sanjay Karol and Justice
AG Masih is currently hear-
ing the case. Previously, on
31 July, the Supreme Court
had provided three months
for a resolution. BRS leader
Kaushik Reddy and others
subsequently filed a defa-
mation case after the initial
deadline passed without a
verdict. Most recently, the
Speaker completed a hearing
for Nagender after issuing
similar notices. This hear-
ing marks a critical phase in
resolving the long-standing
legal battle over legislative
loyalties in the state.

GI Outsourcing launches
Al-first GCC in Hyderabad
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HYDERABAD’S reputation
as a premier technology hub
has received a fresh boost
with GI Outsourcing estab-
lishing a new Global Capa-
bility Centre at the Interna-
tional Tech Park. The move,
announced on Tuesday, is
expected to generate 200
professional jobs by 2028
and significantly contribute
to long-term income growth
for young professionals in
the region. The centre has
commenced operations with
approximately 50 employees
and is projected to scale up
steadily over the next few
years.

Industry observers note

that this expansion coincides
with a rising global demand
for skilled finance, account-
ing, and Al-enabled services.
By integrating artificial in-
telligence into routine ac-
counting and knowledge
processes, the centre aims
to equip youth with future-
ready skills, thereby improv-
ing their employability and
earning potential.

Analysts suggest that such
Al-first hubs drive indirect
income generation through
allied services, training eco-
systems, and local business-
es. Hyderabad’s deep pool
of finance graduates and
technology talent makes it
an attractive destination for
global firms seeking cost-
efficient yet high-value de-

livery hubs. This new facility
is seen as part of a broader
trend where global capability
centres are moving beyond
traditional back-office roles
to become engines of inno-
vation and sustainable em-
ployment.

Group CEO Tariq Husain
stated that India remains
central to the company’s
growth strategy, while Sid-
dharth Viswanathan from
the British Deputy High
Commission noted that the
launch reflects the deepen-
ing economic partnership
between the UK and India.
This development further
strengthens the city’s vital
contribution to the national
digital and knowledge econ-
omy.

ALL INDIA BREAKDOWN

APP-BASED TRANSPORT WORKERS
10O GO OFF ROADS ON SATURDAY

Transport unions including TGPWU and IFAT call for mass strike as drivers protest against

government inaction on minimum fares and a

HanNs NEws SERVICE
HYDERABAD

APP-based transport work-
ers across India, associated
with major platforms such
as Ola, Uber, Rapido, Porter,
and other aggregator com-
panies, have announced a
nationwide breakdown on 7
February. The strike serves as
a protest against continued
government inaction and
rampant fare exploitation by
digital aggregator platforms.
According to the workers’
union, despite the notifica-
tion of the Motor Vehicle
Aggregator Guidelines 2025,
companies continue to ar-
bitrarily determine fares in
open violation of the spirit of
these regulations.

Shaik Salauddin, Founder
President of the Telangana
Gig and Platform Workers
Union, stated that this un-
checked practice has pushed
drivers into severe income

d

insecurity and mounting
debt. He noted that commut-
ers are also adversely affected
by unpredictable pricing and
surge manipulation due to a
lack of effective regulatory
oversight. Unions have re-
peatedly highlighted that the

failure of Central and State
Governments to notify mini-
mum base fares has allowed
platforms to unilaterally
slash driver earnings while
increasing their own com-
missions.

The workers demands

lleged exploitation by

R e
include the immediate no-
tification of minimum base
fares for all services includ-
ing autos, cabs, and bike taxis
finalised in consultation with
recognised unions. Further-
more, they seek a strict pro-
hibition on the use of private,

major aggr

egator platforms

non-commercial vehicles for

commercial rides unless they
are legally converted in ac-
cordance with Motor Vehicle
laws.

The union has urged im-
mediate dialogue with elect-
ed representatives to ensure
fair and sustainable regula-
tion. Salauddin warned that
continued delays will only
deepen the economic crisis
faced by millions of workers
and their families. Promi-
nent union members includ-
ing Nagesh Kumar, Abdul
Rawoof, Ali Baqri, and R K
Reddy were present at the an-
nouncement, underscoring
a united front against what
they describe as unsustain-
able working conditions that
make dignified livelihoods
impossible. This nationwide
action highlights the growing
friction between traditional
labor rights and the rapidly
evolving digital economy
across urban India.
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Reduction in US tariffs is big relief for Indian economy

inally, the saga of Trump tariffs

has ended on a happy note—at
least from Indid’s perspective. With
US President Donald Trump an-
nouncing an agreement with India
that reduces tariffs on Indian goods
from 50 per cent to 18 per cent, the
long-standing bilateral trade ten-
sions are likely to subside. He had
imposed two tariffs on India: a 25
per cent reciprocal tariff, and later a
25 per cent import duty on account
of India’s purchase of Russian crude
oil. Trade had spilled over into the
political and strategic arena, much
to the detriment of the best interests
of the world’s biggest democracies.
Trump and his officials made re-
marks about India that they should
not have. They got closer to Paki-

stan, which said last month that it
had inked a pact with a firm con-
nected to World Liberty Financial,
the main crypto business of Trump’s
family. The objective is to explore
the use of World Libertys USD1
stable coin for cross-border pay-
ments. The Trump administration
also pampered the de-facto ruler
of Pakistan-Army chief, Field Mar-
shal Asim Munir. He was allowed to
indulge in loose talk from Ameri-
can soil, which was very hurtful to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
Trump repeatedly claimed that he
had brokered peace between India
and Pakistan during the four-day
skirmish last May.

Trump should not have said and
done the things he did vis-a-vis In-

dia in his second term as President.
But, they say, all is well that ends
well. With Indian goods to pay an
18 per cent tariff, they suddenly
become much more competitive
in comparison with the merchan-
dise from other countries. China
faces a 37 per cent tariff, Brazil 50
per cent, South Africa 30 per cent,
Myanmar 40 per cent, and Laos 40
per cent. We also fare slightly bet-
ter compared to our neighbours,
with Bangladesh and Vietnam fac-
ing 20 per cent tariff, and Malaysia,
Cambodia, Thailand, and Pakistan
paying 19 per cent. There is also a
serendipitous result: India gave up
its reluctance to augment trade with
the world and went into overdrive
to finalise free trade agreements, the

recent one being with the European
Union. The India-EU agreement is
not just another trade deal; it is a
statement of intent. It signals that
India is willing to engage seriously
with large, demanding markets, ac-
cept high standards, and open its
economy in a calibrated manner.
The EU, with its vast consumer base
and technological prowess, offers
India access to high-value markets,
advanced manufacturing ecosys-
tems, and cutting-edge green tech-
nologies.

In return, Europe gains a reliable
partner in Asia at a time when geo-
political uncertainties are reshaping
global supply chains. More impor-
tantly, the push towards FTAs re-
flects a growing realisation in New

Delhi that economic growth, job
creation, and strategic influence
are deeply intertwined. Trade is no
longer viewed merely as an econom-
ic activity but as a tool of statecraft.
By embedding itself in a dense net-
work of trade agreements, India re-
duces its exposure to unilateral coer-
cion, enhances its bargaining power,
and anchors itself more firmly in the
global economic order. If Delhi sus-
tains this momentum—by conclud-
ing more FTAs, improving domestic
competitiveness, and aligning regu-
lations with global standards, the
country could emerge stronger and
more resilient from an episode that
initially appeared deeply damag-
ing. In India, it takes a crisis to force
overdue reform.

Prioritise rejuvenation of Buckmuhum Canal

DR D SREENIVASULU

HE rapidity of transforma-

tion of human civilization
increased manifold ever since
inventions were made in trans-
portation modes. Even in India,
beginning with the colonial pe-
riod and after independence,
continuous efforts are made
to improve the transportation
networks in the country con-
necting the length and breadth
of the subcontinent.

Presently, governments are
developing road networks,
highways, bullet trains, na-
tional and international flights.
Because of their ease and swift-
ness, the preceding modes of
transport overpowered water-
ways, which used to play a key
role in the economy by provid-
ing transportation to goods
and services, and people across
regions. An outcome of this
transformation, coupled with
rapid urbanisation, encroach-
ment of water bodies and pol-
lution is the neglect of the sev-
eral water canals in India which
became victims of modernisa-
tion. It is the responsibility of
the government to promote the
waterways through the revival
of the canals. One such canal
whose plight calls for immedi-
ate attention and action by the
government is ‘Buckingham
Canal’

Designed by Western en-
gineers, this  19th-century
navigation canal passes paral-
lel through the Coromandel
coast and connects Andhra
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu. Its
construction was taken up in
several phases. This is a private

waterway that was planned and
executed based on the ‘design-
build-operate, project delivery
system. This was the predeces-
sor of the present day much-ac-
claimed Build-Own-Operate-
Transfer Model).

The construction of the ca-
nal began in 1806. Initially, the
16.5 km stretch of the canal
from Madras Port to Ennore
was built by the Basil Cochrane
company. In remembrance of
this contribution, this canal
was called the ‘Cochrane Ca-
nal’ in 1806. Later, the British
government took interest in ex-
tending this canal by stretching
it northwards to Madras.

By connecting Kakinada
Port via Vijayawada, the ca-
nal enabled continuous activ-
ity between Madras and Kaki-
nada port. For a while, it was
also called Lord Clives canal.
When the Great Famine hit
this region during 1876-78, the
British government provided
relief for the people through
the extension works of this ca-
nal. This canal was renamed
as Buckingham Canal, after
the Duke of Buckingham and
Chandos, who was governor of
Madras presidency at that time.

The 796-km long water navi-
gation canal extending parallel
to the Coromandel Coast, one
kilometre from the coast, is ex-
tended till Villupuram in Tamil
Nadu. It also connects with Pu-
licat Lake and at Chennai, it in-
tersects through the city’s three
major rivers- Kosasthalaiyar,
Cooum and Adyar. All these
aspects make this canal a mar-
vellous engineering creation
and multipurpose project.

This canal was initially used
for transportation of com-
modities, people and later, for
fishing. Settlements cropped
up on the banks for this canal.
Many communities formed
their livelihood by depending
on this canal.

In his work ‘History of the
Buckingham Canal Project’
(1898), A S Russell writes that
the construction of the canal

This historic canal, which used to be bustling with activity, is now ravaged with multiple problems
like emitting untreated wastes by the industries and urban populates, encroachment of the
canal land, siltation, and damage caused by natural disasters like floods. The mega prawn farms
situated at the banks of this waterway dump their diseased and dead stock directly into the canal.
Cyclones, against which this canal acted as a buffer zone, have damaged the canal and only a few
attempts have been made towards the reconstruction and maintenance of the canal

has placed erstwhile Madras
Presidency “in cheap and easy
communication with no less
than five districts, and with the
large and important towns of
Cocanada, Bezwada, Masuli-
patam, Ongole and Nellore”.
This canal earlier was “a
dreary waste of sand, but much
of this barren and arid country
has been greatly developed and
improved owing to the remark-
ably cheap means of commu-
nication afforded by the canal;
cultivation has been brought
into existence or extended, ow-
ing to the facilities given by the
canal for the drainage of low-
lying land; numerous casuarina
and other plantations have
been formed along its entire
length; a great increase in the
wealth and prosperity of the
population has taken place”
Beyond bringing prosperity
for the people in the region,
this canal has the potential to
protect people against natural
disasters like floods and tsu-
namis. The canal has mitigated
the effects of the 2004 Tsunami
by acting as a buffer zone for
310-km long coastal regions

from Pedaganjam in Prakasam
district to Chennai, saving the
lives of hundreds of fishermen
and coastal villages.

Scientists believe the canal
has the potential to act as a
barrier to allow tidal waves to
merge into the ocean in ten
minutes.

This historic canal, which
used to be bustling with activ-
ity, is now ravaged with mul-
tiple problems like emitting
untreated wastes by the indus-
tries and urban populates, en-
croachment of the canal land,
siltation, and damage caused
by natural disasters like floods.
The mega prawn farms situated
at the banks of this waterway
dump their diseased and dead
stock directly into the canal.
Cyclones, against which this ca-
nal acted as a buffer zone, have
damaged the canal and only a
few attempts have been made
towards the reconstruction
and maintenance of the canal.
The advent of faster modes of
transportation contributed to
the deterioration of the canal.
In some areas, the canal is filled
with filth and debris, while at

some places, it completely dis-
appears and will be visible after
some distance. The need of the
hour is the immediate resto-
ration of this age-old canal.
Whenever a huge hurricane or
flood hits any region, the gov-
ernment releases millions of
rupees in the form of relief. But
if steps were taken to develop
infrastructure to mitigate these
disasters, loss of people and
property could be easily miti-
gated. This canal offers an op-
portunity in that direction, and
to provide for the livelihoods
of many communities living
across the canal. The restora-
tion of the canal with medium-
and long-term plans should be
the priority of the governments
of Andhra Pradesh and Tamil
Nadu, along with the Union
government.

It is a matter of great re-
lief and hope that the Inland
Waterways Authority of India
(IWAI) has announced its in-
tention for the revival of the
Buckingham canal by declar-
ing it as National Waterways 4
(NW-4). Established in 1986,
IWAT aims at the development,

maintenance and restoration
of Inland Water transportation
on national waterways. Reju-
venation of Buckingham canal
is placed under NW-4, which
covers waterways from Kaki-
nada to Kalapet in Pondicherry
in three phases. But the rejuve-
nation plans under NW-4 are
jeopardized due to the shifting
of survey works in Phase-1 to
Phase-2 and Phase-3. Despite
the ambitious plan, the imple-
mentation works are going at a
snail’s pace. Governments have
a responsibility to change the
order of priority and expedite
the work on this national ca-
nal waterway in the first place.
The role of the State Water Re-
sources Department is crucial
for this.

Reviving Buckingham ca-
nal requires a concrete and
swift plan of action, which

involves dredging, removal of |

numerous bridges that were
built on the route of the canal,
recovering the encroached
lands, and reconstruction of
the walls wherever required.
It is also necessary to check
on the pollutants and un-
treated wastes that are be-
ing released into the canal
throughout its stretch. Reju-
venation of the multipurpose
canal would ease the environ-
ment-friendly transportation
of commodities and people
between states, reduce traffic
woes, irrigation, provide for
the livelihood for millions of
people, fishing, and boating.
It can also open the oppor-
tunity for developing more
cordial relationships between
Andhra Pradesh and Tamil
Nadu, which can share the
benefits of this project by rec-
ognising dual responsibility
for the states to protect this
national heritage. A relentless
resolve by the governments
can ensure that the otherwise
‘forlorn’ Buckingham canal
will start bustling with activ-
ity, like in the good old days.
(The writer is a
retired IAS Officer)

The two faces of equily: Navigating the UGC Regulation 2026

DR BHASKAR NATH BiswaL

HE Indian higher education land-

scape is currently witnessing a
tectonic shift with the notification of
the University Grants Commission
(Promotion of Equity in Higher Edu-
cation Institutions) Regulations, 2026.
This landmark framework, notified
last month, replaces the 2012 guide-
lines, marking a transition from ad-
visory norms to a strictly enforceable
legal mandate. The genesis of these
regulations lies in a painful history of
systemic failure and tragedy.

Following the heart-wrenching sui-
cides of scholars like Rohith Vemula
and Payal Tadvi, their mothers peti-
tioned the Supreme Court, seeking a
robust mechanism to end the perva-
sive culture of caste-based exclusion.
In response and under judicial pres-
sure to address a staggering 118 per
cent rise in discrimination complaints
over the last five years, the UGC has
introduced a framework designed to
hold institutional leadership directly
accountable for the social climate of
their campuses.

Atits core, the 2026 Regulation aims
to institutionalise empathy through
structural reform. One of its most
significant merits is the expansion
of the protective umbrella to explic-
itly include Other Backward Classes
(OBCs), alongside Scheduled Castes
(SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs). By

mandating the establishment of Equal
Opportunity Centres (EOCs) in every
university and college, the UGC is at-
tempting to create a ‘standard operat-
ing procedure’ for social justice. These
centres are not merely symbolic; they
are backed by Equity Committees and
‘equity squads’ proactive units tasked
with monitoring ‘vulnerable spots’ on
campus to prevent discrimination in
real-time. Furthermore, the regula-
tion introduces a revolutionary time-
bound grievance redressal system.

The requirement for an Equity
Commiittee to meet within 24 hours
of a complaint and submit a full re-
port within 15 days is a direct attempt
to combat the ‘delay and deny’ tactics
that have historically silenced victims.
For the first time, institutional heads
are liable and non-compliance carries
the heavy threat of losing UGC fund-
ing or even derecognition.

However, the very stringency that
makes the regulation promising has
also exposed significant demerits that
threaten to undermine its legitimacy.
The most contentious issue is the ‘uni-
directional’ definition of victimhood.
Regulation 3(c) defines caste-based
discrimination exclusively as acts
committed against members of SC,
ST, and OBC categories. Critics argue
that this phrasing creates a legal vacu-
um where students from the ‘General
Category’ are effectively deemed in-
capable of being victims of bias. This

UGC EQUITY

REGULATION 2026_

New Campimnce Rules for H:-g;her Education

perceived exclusion has turned a tool
for social harmony into a lightning
rod for division.

Additionally, the broad and some-
what vague definition of ‘indirect
discrimination’ has raised concerns
among faculty that routine academic
evaluations or disciplinary actions
could be misconstrued as bias, po-
tentially leading to a ‘race to the bot-
tom’ where merit is sacrificed to avoid
litigation. The removal of a previous
drafts clause that penalised ‘false or
malicious complaints’ is another glar-
ing demerit, as it leaves the system
vulnerable to weaponization for set-
tling personal scores or campus poli-
tics.

This perceived lack of balance has
sparked widespread resistance, par-
ticularly among student groups from

www.ugc.ac.in

unreserved categories. The pushback,
often coalescing under digital move-
ments like #UGCRollback, is rooted
in the fear of ‘reverse discrimina-
tion. Students argue that the cur-
rent structure of Equity Committees,
which mandates representation from
reserved categories but remains silent
on the inclusion of general category
members, lacks the appearance of
neutrality required for natural justice.

There is a palpable anxiety that
campuses are being transformed into
zones of surveillance. The deployment
of ‘equity squads’ is seen by many as
an intrusive overreach that could
chill everyday social interactions, re-
placing organic peer bonding with a
culture of suspicion. Resistance is not
necessarily against the principle of
equity but against a design that many

feel presumes guilt based on identity
rather than evidence.

As we look toward the future of
Higher Education Institutions (HEIs),
it is clear that the UGC Regula-
tion 2026 is a necessary but imper-
fect instrument. The intent to purge
campuses of the ancient poison of
casteism is noble and constitutionally
mandated.

However, for any regulation to be
effective, it must be perceived as fair
by all stakeholders it governs. To en-
sure the long-term success of these
guidelines, the UGC should consider
critical amendments. Reintroducing a
safeguard against demonstrably false
and malicious complaints would go
a long way in building trust. Further-
more, the definition of discrimination
should be made ‘caste-neutral’ in its
language, ensuring that any student,
regardless of their background, has
a pathway to redressal if they face
identity-based harassment. Equity
should be a bridge that connects the
campus community, not a wall that
segregates it into silos of permanent
grievance and fortified privilege. Only
by balancing accountability with due
process can we create a truly inclusive
academic environment that honors
both social justice and individual
merit.

(The writer is a former college
principal and founder of Supporting
Shoulders)
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Let us join hands to tackle cancer

orld Cancer Day is observed every year on February
4 to raise awareness about the devastating impact
of cancer and to encourage collective action against this
deadly disease. According to the World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO), it accounts for nearly 10 million deaths an-
nually. In many regions, including in India, lack of modern
medical facilities, limited access to early detection and low
public awareness worsen the situation. The World Cancer
Day urges governments, health organisations and individ-
uals to promote preventive measures, support patients and
invest in healthcare infrastructure and research. This year’s
theme, “United by Unique,” reminds us that while every
patient’s cancer journey is different, our collective action —
supporting patients, funding research, and advocating for
affordable treatment — is essential. Early detection is our
strongest tool. Let us stand united to ensure that no one
faces the burden of cancer alone.
Jubel D’Cruz, Mumbai

Quality health ensures longevity

our editorial ‘Interesting insights emerge on human
lifespan’ aptly calls for adding life to years and not the
way round. Undoubtedly, life expectancy has risen due to
advances in medical science and breakthroughs in disease
management. Today’s challenge lies elsewhere—sedentary
lifestyles, excessive junk food consumption, rising obesity,
and lifestyle-related ailments affecting the heart and other
vital organs. Emerging trends like cancer, dementia and
Parkinsonism are perturbing tends. Longevity, therefore,
must now be matched with quality health and responsible

living.
K V Raghuram, Wayanad

Need to focus on preventive health

HE “Interesting insights emerge on human lifespan”
editorial (THI, Feb 3) rightly highlights how public
health improvements have extended life expectancy in In-
dia. But as we cross 70 years on average, the focus must
shift to quality of life in older age. Longevity without ad-
equate geriatric care, social support, and financial security
can strain families and systems. We need more investment
in preventive health, age-friendly infrastructure, and pen-
sion coverage, especially in rural areas. Genetic research
is valuable, but practical steps—clean water, nutrition, and

accessible clinics—still make the biggest difference.
S M Jeeva, Chennai-32

Protect all vulnerable groups

HIS refers to the editorial “Interesting insights emerge
on human lifespan”. It reminds us that longevity is
shaped not just by genes but by living conditions that often
hide genetic potential. For India, this has practical impli-
cations. While genetic research deserves support, policy
attention must stay firmly on basics that still vary widely
across regions. Clean air, safe roads, infection control, and
early-life nutrition can reduce avoidable deaths that distort
lifespan outcomes. Adding years to life is meaningful only
if public systems ensure those years are healthier and more
productive, especially for vulnerable groups.
M Barathi, Bengaluru-560076

Healthy longevity: Onus on govt

propos “Interesting insights emerge on human lifes-
pan” (THI, February 3). The editorial highlights an
important global study showing that genetics may account
for over 50 per cent of human lifespan once extrinsic fac-
tors like accidents and infections are properly accounted
for. The findings underscore the need to focus on control-
lable extrinsic risks. While genes play a larger role than
thought, public health measures—improved sanitation,
vaccination drives, road safety, and access to timely medi-
cal care—can still add meaningful years, especially in rural
and lower-income groups. Policymakers should continue
investing in these areas alongside emerging genetic re-

search to maximise healthy longevity.
A Myilsami, Coimbatore-402

Old-age homes and eroding humane values

HIS pertains to “Interesting insights emerge on human
lifespan” (THI Feb3). Paradoxically, even as human
longevity improves, new and unfamiliar diseases continue
to haunt and claim lives. Added years of life carry meaning
only if accompanied by empathy, compassion, and a fel-
low feeling. Mushrooming of old-age homes and neglected
parents is a sobering reminder that longevity without hu-
mane values reduces life to self-centred existence, marked

by unfulfilled desires rather than shared fulfilment.
K R Parvathy, Mysuru

thehansreader@gmail.com

Paperless property registration through
Kaveri 2.0 now...

BENGALURU: Property buyers in Karnataka will no
longer need to stand in long queues at sub-registrar offic-
es for registration work. The Department of Registration
and Stamps has launched a major reform by introducing
a fully paperless property registration system. With the
upgraded Kaveri 2.0 software platform, all registration
procedures will now be carried out digitally, eliminating
the need for physical documents.

Kaveri 2.0 is an advanced online property registration
platform developed by the Karnataka government. It is
an improved version of the earlier Kaveri software and
is integrated with multiple government portals such as
Bhoomi, E-Swathu, Khajane-2 and Sakala. The system
enables citizens to complete the entire registration pro-
cess within 10 minutes in a transparent and hassle-free
manner without the involvement of middlemen. While
digital e-stamping was already in use, the entire registra-
tion process has now been converted into a digital for-
mat. After successful registration, citizens will no longer
receive physical documents. Instead, they will be pro-
vided with a login ID and password through which all
property-related records can be accessed securely online.

Read more at
https://epaper.thehansindia.com
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BJP BANKS ON YOUTH,
EDUCATED CANDIDATES

* The party promises
to make the non-
functional 100-
bed govt hospital
operational

¢ Also promises
permanent solution
for roof collapses due
to Singareni coal mine
blasting

e Assures that mineral
water plants would be
set up in every ward

HaNs NEwWs SERVICE
SATHUPALLI (KHAMMAM)

THE Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) has given priority to
youth and educated can-
didates in the Sattupalli
municipal elections, party
leaders said on Tuesday.
Khammam  Parliament
Convenor Namburi Ra-
malingeswara Rao distrib-
uted B-Forms to 22 BJP
candidates contesting the
municipal polls. Later, he
participated in election
campaigning along with
Rajiv. Nagar candidate

Achanta Tulasi and NTR
Colony candidate Merugu
Lakshmi.

Addressing party work-
ers and residents, Rama-
lingeswara Rao alleged that
development in Sattupalli
had come to a standstill
due to the negligence of the
previous BRS government

and the present Congress
government. He further
claimed that Singareni safe-
ty funds were being mis-
used by a few individuals
instead of being utilised for
public welfare.

He said that if the BJP is
given an opportunity, the
party would make the non-

functional 100-bed govern-
ment hospital operational,
which he alleged was ne-
glected by the ruling party
despite being constructed.
He also promised a per-
manent solution for houses
affected by roof collapses
due to Singareni coal mine
blasting and assured that

mineral water plants would
be set up in every ward to
address drinking water is-
sues. Ramalingeswara Rao
alleged that people’s prob-
lems were ignored despite
their trust in both the pre-
vious BRS government and
the current Congress gov-
ernment.

He said public support
was now shifting towards
the BJP and asserted that
the party would ensure that
the benefits of development
under Prime Minister Nar-

endra Modi’s leadership
reach the people of Sattu-
palli.

Several BJP leaders, in-
cluding district general sec-
retary Naidu Raghava Rao,
district vice-presidents
Bhaskarni Veeram Raju and
Sudarshan Mishra, district
secretary Naga Surender
Reddy, in-charge Padigala
Madhu, town president Ba-
navath Vijay, state council
members Naresh, Nagas-
wamy, Lakshmi Narayana
and Seshagiri, were present
during the programme.

Congress distributs
B-Forms in Edulapuram

* Minister urges
candidates to reach out
to voters by highlighting
the guarantees
implemented

Ponguleti advises
candidates to work in
coordination with party
workers at the ward level

HaNs NEws SERVICE
EpULAPURAM (KHAMMAM)

THE Congress party
launched its election cam-
paign for the Edulapuram
Municipal elections with the
distribution of B-Forms to its
candidates.

Revenue, Housing and Infor-
mation Minister Ponguleti
Srinivas Reddy handed over
the B-Forms to party can-
didates on Tuesday and di-
rected them to immediately
file their nominations with
election authorities.

With this, the Congress
campaign gathered momen-
tum across the municipal-
ity, with the party setting its
sights on hoisting the Con-
gress flag in all wards.

Addressing the candidates,
the Minister called upon
them to reach out to voters

by highlighting the people-
centric governance of the
Congress government and
the guarantees being imple-
mented for public welfare.
He urged the candidates to
seek the electorate’s bless-
ings by effectively commu-
nicating the government’s
achievements.

Ponguleti also advised
candidates to work in close
coordination with  party
workers at the ward level

and counter the strategies
of rival parties. Expressing
confidence, he said Congress
candidates would emerge
victorious in all wards of Ee-
dulapuram Municipality.

Candidates who received
the B-Forms expressed re-
newed enthusiasm and
immediately stepped into
campaign mode, intensify-
ing outreach activities across
their respective wards.

New baggage rules come into effect

NEew DELHI

THE Central government has
introduced the Baggage Rules,
2026, along with the New Cus-
toms Baggage (Declaration
and Processing) Regulations,
2026 and a Master Circular.
The new rules came into effect
from midnight on February 2
and replace a decade-old bag-
gage rules.

The key points are: Duty-
free allowance for foreign
tourists increased from Rs
15,000 to Rs 25,000 and duty-
free jewellery allowance for re-
turning residents is 40 grams
for female passengers and 20
grams for others. Jewellery,
for the purpose of this rule,
means articles of adornment
ordinarily worn by a person,
made of gold, silver, platinum
or such other precious metals,

whether studded or not.

Also, the government has
raised the limit for passengers
bringing duty-free imported
goods into India from Rs
50,000 to Rs 75,000. Under the
new rules, a resident or a tour-
ist of Indian origin arriving in
India other than by land, shall
be allowed clearance free of

DUTY-FREE LIMIT HIKED

duty articles, up to Rs 75,000,
if such articles are carried on
the person or in the bona fide
accompanied baggage of the
passenger.

A tourist of foreign origin,
not being an infant, arriving in
India, shall be allowed duty-
free clearance of articles up to
the value of Rs 25,000.

Utilise help desk at govt hospital: DMHO

HaNs NEWS SERVICE
NAGARKURNOOL

DISTRICT Medical and
Health Officer Dr K Ravi-
kumar has urged pregnant
women, lactating mothers,
and ASHA workers across
the district to make use of
the Help Desk services set up
by the Health Department
at the Government General
Hospital. On Tuesday, Dr
Ravikumar conducted a sur-
prise inspection of the Help
Desk at the hospital. During
the inspection, he instructed
the Help Desk staff to extend
full cooperation and guidance
to pregnant women, lactating
mothers, women patients and
ASHA workers arriving from
various parts of the district.
He reviewed the daily re-
cords being maintained at the

Help Desk and emphasized
the importance of identifying
high-risk pregnant women
and providing them with spe-
cial care and attention.

Dr Ravikumar also direct-
ed that all pregnant women
visiting the hospital should
mandatorily undergo antena-
tal check-ups and delivery-
related services under the
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supervision of qualified gy-
necologists.

The District Medical Offic-
er further stated that pregnant
women and lactating mothers
should be encouraged to uti-
lize free ambulance services
through 102 and 108, and
awareness should be created
among beneficiaries regarding
these facilities.

Cong party candidate
elected unanimously

HANS NEWS SERVICE
YADAGIRIGUTTA

THE Congress party candi-
date from Yadagirigutta Mu-
nicipality’s 10th Ward, Gund-
lapalli Vani Bharat Goud, has
been unanimously elected
as Councillor. The election
turned unanimous after the
BRS candidate, Avula Mama-
tha Sai, officially withdrew her
nomination from the race. In-
itially, two nominations were
filed for the 10th Ward, but
with one candidate stepping
back, the ward election was
concluded without the need
for polling. This development
is being seen as a significant
boost for the Congress Party
in Yadagirigutta municipal-
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ity. Earlier, Government Whip
Beerla Ailaiah had already
announced Gundlapalli Vani
Bharat Goud as the Congress
candidate for the post of Mu-
nicipal Chairperson. Party
leaders and supporters have
welcomed the unanimous
verdict, expressing confidence
that her leadership will con-
tribute positively to the devel-
opment of the ward and the
municipality.

‘FATHER OF ALL DEALS’

NEw DELHI

FORMER Ambassador of India to Poland Dr Deepak
Vohra on Tuesday described the India-US trade deal
as a significant diplomatic achievement, highlighting
India's patience, strategic restraint and firm protec-
tion of key domestic sectors during negotiations and
termed it the "father of all deals".

Speaking on the agreement, Dr Vohra said there
were a few key takeaways from the development. He
claimed that the American establishment had been
strongly critical of India in recent years, but New

Delhi maintained restraint.

“The first takeaway is that despite repeated criti-
cism from the American establishment since 2023
and 2024, India has not reacted. We have been very
patient and very resilient,” he said.

Explaining India's diplomatic approach, Dr Vohra

»

referred to what he described as “duck diplomacy”
He said the concept reflects calmness on the surface
while intense efforts continue behind the scenes.

“If you look at a duck on the surface, everything ap-
pears calm and quiet, but beneath the surface its feet
are paddling furiously. That is how India has handled
the negotiations,” he said.

Drawing a historical comparison, Dr Vohra likened
US President Donald Trump's leadership style to that
of Roman Emperor Caligula, quoting the Latin phrase
"Oderint dum metuant (Let them hate, so long as they
fear)” According to him, President Trump prioritises
respect and popularity over being loved. He said India
responded to this leadership style with restraint and
strategic engagement.

Dr Vohra added that India has largely achieved its
core objectives in the trade agreement without com-
promising sensitive sectors.

Congress will sweep
municipal polls: CM

Continued from P1

On this occasion, the Chief Minister directed
the in-charge ministers to take the elections se-
riously and ensure the victory of the party can-
didates as the elections are being held on party
symbols. Later speaking to the media, TPCC
Chief B Mahesh Kumar Goud said that there is
no trouble from rebels as they have withdrawn
everywhere except one or two places.

The TPCC chief further said, “We are look-
ing into the Jagtial issue; the problem will be
resolved by tomorrow. The Gadwal issue was
sorted out on Tuesday only”

He said the party is going to win 90 per cent
of the seats. “We have no competition in these
elections; we will win majority seats in all mu-
nicipalities and corporations.

No more hosting of GOs
on TG's official website

Continued from P1

Top officials said that some
GOs issued by the R&B de-
partment created political
nuisance, mainly orders re-
leasing funds for repairs of
ministers’ quarters, IAS of-
ficers' residences drew strong
criticism from the opposition
parties. These orders were
extensively circulated in the
social media. It may be men-
tioned that the Telangana

High Court has instructed
the state government to im-
mediately upload all Govern-
ment Orders, circulars, rules
and notifications on official
websites and to strictly fol-
low existing guidelines in
December last year. Infor-
mation obtained under the
Right to Information Act,
2005 showed that (between
December 7, 2023, and Janu-
ary 26, 2025), 19,064 GOs

were issued by various de-
partments, but only 3,290
were available online. The
court observed that the fail-
ure to upload GOs deprived
citizens of access to informa-
tion and affected transpar-
ency and accountability.
When contacted, GAD
officials maintained that the
High Court orders are being
implemented and the GOs
are being uploaded regularly.

‘India got best deal’

Continued from P1

"Rahul Gandhi ko kya
mirchi lagti hai? (What is
Rahul Gandhi's problem)".
The Leader of the Opposi-
tion in Lok Sabha "will have
to answer to the people about
what he wants to achieve with
his negative mentality," Goyal
said.

‘I saw some Opposition
leaders asking, 'Why did
Donald Trump announce
the deal?’ The US imposed
reciprocal tariffs on India, so
it should have announced the
removal," he added.

"Friends, we all know, and
the entire country knows,
how the Prime Minister con-
sistently cares for the welfare
of our farmers, our brothers
and sisters involved in animal
husbandry, and the dairy sec-
tor. He protects their interests
at every step," he told the me-
dia. Describing the broader
impact of the agreement,
Goyal said the agreement un-
locks unprecedented oppor-
tunities for farmers, MSMEs,
entrepreneurs, and skilled
workers to Make in India for
the world, Design in India for
the world, and Innovate in

India for the world,” he said,
adding that it would also help
India access advanced tech-
nology from the US.

"It is not just a trade deal —
it is a historic turning point
that will reshape India-US
relations and accelerate our
journey towards Viksit Bharat
2047," he added.

The minister also took a
swipe at the Congress, recall-
ing India’s decision to stay out
of the Regional Comprehen-
sive Economic Partnership
(RCEP). "We also remember
the large-scale trade deal,
the Regional Comprehen-
sive Economic Partnership
(RCEP), which Congress had
pushed India into in 2011.

The Congress committed a
grave mistake in negotiating
an FTA with China, but PM
Modi protected the country
by refusing to join the RCEP.
That decision brought relief
across the nation," he said.

Goyal said the govern-
ment had intended to make
a statement in Parliament on
the deal but was unable to do
so due to disruptions. "Nor-
mally, we would have wanted
to speak about this in Parlia-

ment, but we all witnessed
that disgraceful scene," he
said, strongly criticising the
Opposition’s conduct and
adding that it forced the gov-
ernment to brief the media
instead.

The India-US agreement
comes a week after New Delhi
signed a landmark trade pact
with the European Union.
PM Modi on Monday con-
firmed the breakthrough after
speaking with Trump.

"Wonderful to  speak
with my dear friend Presi-
dent Trump. Delighted that
Made in India products will
now have a reduced tariff of
18%,"Modi said in a post on
X, thanking Trump "on be-
half of the 1.4 billion people
of India”

Trump, in a social me-
dia post, said India would
‘likewise ~ move  forward
to reduce their Tariffs and
Non-Tariff Barriers against
the United States, to zero,"
and claimed that PM Modi
had agreed to significantly
increase purchases of Ameri-
can goods, including energy,
technology, agricultural prod-
ucts and coal.

PM buckled under pressure to
sell out farmers’ blood: Rahul

Continued from P1
Addressing reporters in
the Parliament House com-
plex after he was not allowed
to speak in the Lok Sabha,
Gandbhi also said that it is for
the first time in history that

the Leader of Opposition has
not been allowed to speak on
the President's address. In a
post on X, Gandhi said, "PM
Modi is Compromised. PM is
too afraid to let me speak in
Parliament about Naravane,

Epstein Files and how he
has surrendered on Tariffs."
Gandhi said the issue is not
Naravane's statement, "that
is a side show", but the main
thing is that "our Prime Min-
ister has been compromised".

..In final stages: Goyal

Continued from P1

“We will be shortly is-
suing a joint statement by
both countries along with
the details, which we will be
shortly inking between the
United States of America
and India. And as soon as
the final understanding of
the deal is inked, and the
joint statement is finalised,

technical processes are
completed, full details will
be shared” he added. “But I
can assure every Indian that
the details of this deal will
make every Indian proud,”
he further said. He did

not share a timeline, but a
government source said the
joint statement is expected
within this week.

India pledged zero-tarift
barriers in US deal: Trump

Continued from P1

A lot remains unclear
about the terms of the deal,
but Trump said New Delhi
has agreed to several meas-
ures, including stopping
Russian oil trade, reducing
tariffs and non-tariff bar-
riers to "zero", and buying
over $500 billion of US
goods, including energy,
technology, agricultural
products, and coal.

Tariff barriers are
taxes levied on imported
goods, making them more
expensive to protect local

Oppn stages walkout

demanding debate on deal

industries. Non-tariff barri-
ers, meanwhile, are indirect
restrictions like quotas,
subsidies, licensing, stand-
ards, and labelling rules
that limit trade without
direct taxes, often through
complex regulations, costs,
or delays, affecting quantity,
price, or market access.

Both aim to support
domestic economies, but
tariffs are explicit taxes,
whereas non-tariff barriers
use policy and procedures,
making them more subtle
and complex.

Trump's claim that India
has agreed to "reduce tariffs
and non-tariff barriers
against the United States,
to ZERQ", has not been
confirmed by New Delhi.
Moreover, both parties have
not explained on which
lines the barriers would be
reduced, if at all, to zero.
Largely, Trump's language
signifies an in-principle
commitment to lower or
phase out duties on selected
US products rather than an
immediate elimination of
all import duties.

Continued from P1

As  Opposition  members
started protesting in the House,
Leader of the House ] P Nadda
said the US President was in-
formed about the reduction in
tariffs on Indian goods through
a post on social media and also
spoke to Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi.

Nadda alleged that the Op-
position's frustration was com-
ing out, and it had started seeing
bad even in good things. "I want
to assure the house that the gov-
ernment is ready to discuss the
Indo-US trade deal and provide
all minute details of the deal. The
government will come out with a

suo motu statement on the trade
deal.

As the Opposition members
continued raising slogans alleg-
ing that the interests of the coun-
try were being bartered, Chair-
man C P Radhakrishnan said,
when the government is making
a statement, and they should
listen. He said the government
is ready to discuss, but the op-
position members are creating
an uproar. Opposition members
were on their feet, raising slo-
gans against the government, as
they moved towards the front
row. Nadda said the government
will come out with a suo motu
statement today itself.
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The government is in discussions with mobile phone
makers, IT firms and other electronics manufacturing
companies for the next version of the production linked
incentive scheme before getting approval from the Cabinet

-Ashwini Vaishnaw, Union Electronics and IT Minister

Business

Skoda clocks

sales milestone

koda Auto India, has

announced that the
Kylaq has emerged as a
strong pillar of Skoda
Autos growth story in
India. The Kylaq has
been a major contribu-
tor to Skoda Auto India’s
best-ever sales perfor-
mance, in the brand’s
25th year in the country.
Ashish  Gupta, Brand
Director, Skoda Auto In-
dia, said: “The Kylaq is a
strong testament to our
long-term commitment
to India and saw us enter
the market’s most com-
petitive segment.”

Amazon’s RD
sales grew 2.5X
mazon India re-

ported strong cus-
tomer participation and
robust demand for the
company’s first big shop-
ping event - the Great
Republic Day Sale 2026.
Same-day delivery orders
by Prime customers in-
creased 2.5x compared to
last year. Saurabh Srivas-
tava, VP, Amazon India,
said: “The Amazon Great
Republic Day Sale rein-
forced several key trends,
including a strong par-
ticipation from first-time
customers — particularly
those from tier 2 and 3
cities. We also continue
to see a clear shift to-
wards premiumization.”

EPAM at
Agentathon

PAM Systems, Inc., a

leading global digital
and AI transformation
company, played a pivot-
al role in enabling Agen-
tathon, the world’s larg-
est agentic Al hackathon,
hosted by Google De-
veloper Groups (GDG)
Hyderabad. As a stra-
tegic technology spon-
sor and enabler, EPAM
supported the developer
community with engi-
neering rigor and enter-
prise-grade AI product
thinking, helping teams
strengthen their archi-
tectures and consider the
scalability, reliability and
real-world applicability
of agentic AI systems.

CareEdge’s
new report

According to Ca-
reEdge Ratings, the
Union Budget 2026-27
reflects a steady policy
hand at a time when In-
dia’s economy is transi-
tioning from recovery-
led growth to a phase
of consolidation and
medium-term  plan-
ning. Mehul Pandya,
MD, CareEdge, said:
“The Union Budget for
2026-27 comes at a time
when India’s economy is
undergoing a period of
consolidation and plan-
ning. What stands out
this year is not just the
scale of announcements
but the steady hand
guiding them.

KMAMC'’s
new scheme

Mahindra

Asset Manage-
ment Company Ltd.
(KMAMC) announced
the launch of the Kotak
Services Fund, an open-
ended equity scheme de-
signed to tap into India’s
fast-expanding services
sector, which contrib-
utes about 55 per cent
to the country’s Gross
Value Added (GVA)
and employs nearly one-
third of the workforce.
The New Fund Offer
(NFO) is open for sub-
scription through Feb-
ruary 4 and 18, it follows
a services-led invest-
ment theme and seeks to
benefit from structural
growth.
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Rupee skyrockets 122ps
to close at 90.27/$

The local unit rose to the highest levels in two and a half weeks and
rallied by around 1.5% on the trade deal between India and the US

MUMBAL The Indian ru-
pee emerged as the best-per-
forming Asian currency on
Tuesday, registering a gain
of 122 paise or 1.33
cent in a single trad-
ing session to
settle at 90.27
(provisional)
against the
US dol-
lar, after In-
dia and the US
agreed to a trade
deal. Forex traders
said the Indian rupee
rose to the highest lev-
els in two and a half weeks
and rallied by around 1.5 pc
on the trade deal between
India and the US. Domestic
indices also surged by around
2.75 per cent, boosting do-
mestic market sentiments.
Further, weakness in crude oil
prices and expected foreign
inflows also favoured investor
sentiment.

India and the US agreed
on a trade deal under which
Washington will bring down
the reciprocal tariff on Indian

per

goods to 18 per cent, lower
than that for countries like
China, Bangladesh and Viet-
nam. At the interbank foreign
ex- change market, the
rupee opened at

90.30 against
the US dollar,
then gained
s om e
ground to
touch an
intraday
high of 90.05 and a
low of 90.52 against
the greenback. At
the end of the trad-
ing session on Tuesday, the
rupee was quoted at 90.27
(provisional) — against the
greenback, registering a gain
of 122 paise from its previous
close. The rupee gained 44
paise to close at 91.49 against
the US dollar on Monday, a
day after the Union Budget
2026-27 was presented. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Tuesday said the India-US
trade deal is a "big decision”
that will benefit everyone
in the country and asserted

that his government always
works in favour of the nation.
Forex traders said the India-
US trade deal will reopen the
door for FII participation,
and if capital flows recover
in CY26, it would ease some
pressure on the rupee.

"With the "reciprocal” tar-
iffs on India's exports to the
US now lowered, we estimate
the current account deficit to
narrow by around 0.25 per
cent of GDP in CY26 to 0.8
per cent of GDP. In addition,
if capital flows recover in
CY26 on the conclusion of the
India-US trade deal, which
would ease some pressure on
the INR, and result in down-
side risk to our current USD/
INR 12-month forecast of 94,"
Goldman Sachs said in a re-
search note.

However, things may not be
completely smooth sailing for
the INR, some experts believe.
"There could be hiccups along
the way with this trade agree-
ment “ for example, it may not
be easy for India to divert its
Russian oil purchases quickly.

India-US trade deal to boost
country’s manufacturing: FM

India and the US have agreed to

NEw DELHI

FINANCE Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Tuesday wel-
comed the reduction in Unit-
ed States' tariffs on Indian
goods, describing the devel-
opment as a major boost for
the 'Made in India’ initiative.
Taking to social media plat-
form X, the finance minister
said that Indian products
would now face a reduced re-
ciprocal tariff of 18 per cent.
"Good news for #MadelnIn-
dia products. They will now
face reduced tariff of 18%.
Thanking the leadership of
PM @narendramodi and @
POTUS for this develop-
ment. People of our two large
democracies stand to ben-
efit," she said in a post on X.
India and the US have
agreed to a trade deal under
which Washington will bring
down the reciprocal tariff on
Indian goods to 18 per cent
from the current 25 per cent.
The breakthrough follows a
high-level telephonic conver-
sation between Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and US
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President Donald Trump. In
a reciprocal move, India has
committed to reducing trade
barriers for American goods
and significantly increasing
imports across sectors, in-
cluding energy, technology,
and agriculture.

Meanwhile, top finance
ministry officials stated that
the announcement of the
Indo-US bilateral trade pact
has ended the atmosphere
of uncertainty and will have
positive implications for the
Indian economy amid global
problems.

"Today Indian Economy
continues to demonstrate
strong macroeconomic re-
silience. Despite a global

environment which has un-
certainties, a great deal of
uncertainty dropped today
morning...," Economic Af-
fairs ~Secretary ~Anuradha
Thakur said in her address to
the industry chamber FICCI
here. She further said India
stands out as a macroeco-
nomically strong country in
the world today. The gov-
ernment is further awaiting
the details of the trade deal
to gauge if India's economic
growth will exceed the esti-
mate of 6.8-7.2 per cent in
2026-27, she said. The gov-
ernment prepared its Budget
for the next financial year
based on the then India-US
dynamic that entailed steep
tariffs, Thakur said, adding
that her ministry is confident
of transparently achieving all
fiscal commitments laid out
in the Budget.

There is also a possibility
that India's strong economic
momentum may help the
government exceed its pro-
jections for receipts as well
as divestment in FY27, she
added.

ade deal under which Washington will bring down the reciprocal tariff

TO BOOST FDI,
FIl INFLOWS:
EAC-PM CHIEF

NEW DELHI: The Indo-
US trade deal will boost
FDI as well as portfolio
investments in the coun-
try, having a positive
impact on the value of
rupee, Chairman of Eco-
nomic Advisory Council
to the Prime Minister
(EAC-PM) S Mahendra
Dev said on Tuesday. In-
dia and the US agreed on
a trade deal under which
Washington will bring
down the reciprocal tar-
iff on Indian goods to
18 per cent, lower than
that for countries like
China, Bangladesh and
Vietnam. US President
Donald Trump made an
announcement regarding
the trade deal on Monday
after a phone conversa-
tion with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Al-powered
innovation
blueprint: Arundhati

HaNs BUSINESS
HYDERABAD

BUDGET 2026 represented
India's transformation from
technology consumption to
Al-powered innovation—a
blueprint for a $7 trillion
economy built on intelligence,
not just scale, said Arundhati
Bhattacharya, President &
CEO, Salesforce South Asia
According to her, the strategic
architecture is balanced and
long-term. The tax holiday until
2047 for cloud services is a
masterstroke in data sover-
eignty, attracting an estimated
$50 billion in data center
investments by 2030 while
positioning India as the cloud
hub for emerging markets.
MSME reforms demonstrate
sophisticated thinking. The
Rs10,000 crore SME Growth
Fund, combined with the
TReDs platform mandate and
expanded safe harbor thresh-
olds, creates force multipliers
enabling India's 63 million
MSMEs to scale from survivors
to global champions, she said.
The High-Powered Committee
on Education to Employment
targets capturing 10 per cent
of global services trade by
2047—ambitious but achiev-
able given our demographic
advantage: 65 per cent under
35, digital infrastructure like
UPI and Aadhaar, she added.
"Al integration is refreshingly
pragmatic.

STT hike eftect on
markets to subside soon

MUMBAI: Markets are used
to tweak in taxation and the
adverse impact of the steep
hike in securities transac-
tion tax (STT) will not last
long, leading bourses said.
NSE, the largest stock ex-
change, feels that the move
to curb volumes will not have
any impact on its upcoming
initial public offering (IPO)
plans, its Managing Director
and Chief Executive Ashish
Kumar Chauhan said.

"What has been raised is
the STT has been increased
in a minor way. Broadly,
markets are used to having
STT on options and this time
it has also been increased
on futures but broadly, I do
not see any large impact on
the IPO of NSE or other-
wise asset valuations in the
stock market going forward,"
Chauhan told.

Rival BSE's Managing Di-
rector and Chief Executive
S Ramamurthy said markets
react in a "bit adverse" way
whenever any such changes
are proposed by the govern-
ment and exuded confidence
that gradually things will set-
tle down. "This is not the first
time that STT is increased.
When any such move is an-
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tion is a bit adverse to start

with and then it stabilises,"
he said. The proposal to in-
crease the STT on futures
and options will also encour-
age long-term equity invest-
ments, he said, adding that
it may also lead to a shift of
money from the arbitrage
funds to banks' fixed depos-
its as the returns one stands
to make get on par.

The moves to hike the STT
on the F&O segment was
attributed as one of the key
reasons that led to a sharp
correction in the equity mar-
kets after the Budget speech
by Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman.

It can be noted that as per
studies by Sebi, over 90% of
retail investors' trades in the
F&O segment lead to losses,
and the capital markets regu-
lator has also taken steps to
reduce the volumes in the
past.

Govt mulls stake
sale in LIC via FPO in
next financial year

NEW DELHI: The govern-
ment is actively considering
further reducing its stake
in insurance behemoth LIC
through a public offering in
the next financial year, Fi-
nancial Services Secretary M
Nagaraju said on Monday.
Currently, the government
holds a 96.5 per cent stake
in Life Insurance Corpora-
tion (LIC). It had sold 3.5
per cent through an initial
public offering (IPO) in May
2022 at a price band of Rs
902-949 per share. The share
sale fetched the government
around Rs 21,000 crore.

Talking to reporters, Na-
garaju said, "LIC public of-
fer has to be done slowly.
We have asked DIPAM
(Department of Investment
and Public Asset Manage-
ment) to look at government
stake dilution in LIC." "LIC
FPO may come in the next
financial year if all approv-
als are in place and market
conditions are conducive,"
he added.

The government is re-
quired to offload another 6.5
per cent stake in the public
sector life insurer to meet
the mandated 10 per cent
public shareholding require-
ment by May 2027.

India hasn’t said it will
stop oil imports: Russia

Moscow

Russia has not heard
any statements from India
about stopping Russian oil
purchases, Kremlin spokes-
man Dmitry Peskov said
on Tuesday. His comments
came a day after US Presi-
dent Donald Trump claimed
that Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi has “agreed to
stop buying Russian Oil, and
to buy much more from the
United States and, potential-
ly, Venezuela” “We haven't
heard any statements from
New Delhi on this matter
yet,” Peskov said.

The Kremlin spokesman
also said that Russia intends
to continue to develop its
relations with India in eve-
ry possible way, according
to Russian media reports.
Sources in Russias energy
ministry said they have not
received any notice from In-
dian refiners to cancel con-
tracts.

In a post on Truth Social,
Trump, who spoke with
PM Modi on Monday, an-
nounced that India and the
US agreed to a trade deal un-

der which Washington will
charge a reduced reciprocal
tariff on Delhi, lowering it
from 25 per cent to 18 per
cent. Trump last year im-
posed 50 per cent tariffs on
India, among the highest in
the world, including 25 per
cent levies for its purchases
of Russian energy. India buys
about 88 per cent of its crude
oil, which is converted into
fuels like petrol and diesel,
from overseas.

Russian oil made up hard-
ly 0.2 per cent of all crude oil
that India imported till 2021.
India, the world’s third-larg-
est oil importer, became the
largest buyer of discounted
Russian crude after Western
countries shunned Moscow

following its February 2022
invasion of Ukraine. India’s
import of Russian crude oil
dropped to around 1.1 mil-
lion barrels per day in the first
three weeks of January, from
an average of 1.21 million
bpd in the previous month
and over 2 million bpd im-
ports in mid-2025, according
to data from real-time ana-
lytics company Kpler. Iraq
is now supplying almost the
same volumes as Russia, up
from an average of 9,04,000
bpd in December 2025, ac-
cording to Kpler. Volumes
from Saudi Arabia too have
risen to 9,24,000 bpd in Janu-
ary, from 7,10,000 bpd in De-
cember and lows of 5,39,000
bpd in April 2025.

Textile, leather scrips soar around 20%

After the US reduced tariffs significantly, which will benefit sectors like textiles,
seafood, chemicals, auto ancillaries, and new energy businesses like solar

NEW DELHI: Textile and
leather stocks surged as much
as 20 per cent after India and
the US agreed to a trade deal
under which Washington will
bring down reciprocal tariff
on Indian goods to 18 per cent
from the current 25 per cent.
Shares of Gokaldas Exports
skyrocketed 20 per cent, Wel-
spun Living jumped 19.85
per cent, Garware Technical
Fibres zoomed 17.07 per cent
and K P R Mill surged 15.31
per cent on the BSE. The stock
of S P Apparels jumped 14.19
per cent, Vardhman Textiles
advanced 12.12 per cent, Tri-
dent edged higher by 11.27 per
cent, Arvind Ltd shot up 10.23
per cent, Page Industries went
up 3.79 per cent and Raymond
Lifestyle climbed 3.39 per cent.
Gokaldas Exports, S P Ap-
parels, Welspun Living, Gar-
ware Technical Fibres and K
P R Mill hit their upper circuit
limits during the day. India
and the US have agreed to a
trade deal under which Wash-
ington will bring down recip-
rocal tariff on Indian goods to
18 per cent from the current 25
per cent, US President Donald
Trump said on Monday af-
ter a telephone conversation
with Prime Minister Narendra

Modi. Among leather and foot-
wear stocks, Bhartiya Interna-
tional jumped 6.37 per cent,
Mayur Uniquoters surged 7.73
per cent, Metro Brands (0.41
per cent) and Bata India (0.23
per cent). "Overall, this deal is
a major positive for Indian eq-
uity markets," Sunny Agrawal
-- Head of Fundamental Re-
search at SBI Securities, said.
We are seeing tariffs reduced
significantly, which is excellent
news for sectors like textiles,
seafood, chemicals, auto ancil-
laries, and new energy busi-
nesses like solar, Agrawal said.

The announcement assumes
significance as several labour-
intensive sectors like textiles,
apparel, leather and marine
were facing challenges to ex-
port goods to the US due to
the 50 per cent tariffs. India's
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merchandise exports to the US
declined 1.83 per cent to $6.88
billion in December 2025 due
to high tariffs imposed by
America, according to com-
merce ministry data.

‘Indian equities witnessed
one of the biggest single-day
gains on Tuesday after India
and the US announced a long-
awaited trade deal, easing tar-
iff-related concerns that have
weighed on Indian markets
since April 2025. Key benefi-
ciaries include auto ancillaries,
defence, textiles, EMS, con-
sumer durables, IT services,
and utilities, while financials
could see second-order gains
through improved growth vis-
ibility," Siddhartha Khemka
- Head of Research, Wealth
Management, Motilal Oswal
Financial Services Ltd, said.

Over 70% recruiters turning to
Al lo tap hidden talent: Report

Finding Talent via Al

o Al use for pre-
screening interviews

e Scope for better
recruiter-candidate
conversations

® Now struggle to find
qualified candidates

NEw DELHI

EVEN as finding the right
talent is getting harder, 71
per cent of recruiters in India
said that artificial intelligence
(AI) has helped them un-
cover candidates with skills
they would have previously
missed, according to a new
report on Tuesday.

The report by professional
networking website Linked-
In, based on a survey of 6,554
global HR professionals, not-
ed that recruiters are using
Al to spot the right skills and
hire faster.

About 80 per cent of re-
cruiters reported that Al

makes gaining insight into a
candidate’s skills easier. More
than three-quarters (76 per
cent) believe AI is already
speeding up hiring.

Around eight in 10 Indian
recruiters said they plan to
expand their use of Al to
support hiring goals, evalu-
ate applicants, and source top
talent.

A majority also plan to
increase Al wuse for pre-
screening interviews in 2026,
believing it will lead to more
valuable recruiter-candidate
conversations (83 per cent),
faster hiring experience (83
per cent), and better candi-
date insights (82 per cent).

"We're seeing a structural

About 80 per cent of recruiters reported that Al makes gaining insight into a candidate’s skills easier

shift in hiring from pedigree
and past titles to demon-
strate skills and capability.
This shift is hard to execute
at scale without Al Used re-
sponsibly, AT helps recruiters
detect the right skills earlier,
reduce screening friction,
and create a more consistent
and fair evaluation process,”
said Ruchee Anand, APAC
VP, LinkedIn Talent Solu-
tions. The research showed
that 74 per cent of recruiters
now struggle to find qualified
candidates, even as hiring ac-
tivity runs 40 per cent above
pre-pandemic levels in India.

This is because recruiters
are facing a volume-quality
mismatch. Among recruiters

who say hiring has become
more difficult, over half point
to a surge in Al-generated
applications (53 per cent),
while many cite continued
shortages in in-demand skills
(47 per cent).

Further, as Al becomes
more embedded in hiring,
expectations from candidates
are rising, too. Professionals
increasingly want visibility
into how hiring decisions are
made, signalling a clear de-
mand for transparency.

Half of recruiters (50 per
cent) in India now say they
are under pressure to explain
how Al is being used in their
processes and hiring flow,
particularly when it comes
to screening and shortlisting
candidates.

“Our priority at LinkedIn
is to build AI tools like Hir-
ing Assistant that serve as a
decision-support layer in hir-
ing, so recruiters can find the
right talent more quickly and
confidently without compro-
mising on quality or candi-
date experience,” Anand said.
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t a time when Al is rapidly
Areshaping careers and Indian

students remain caught in a
relentless cycle of grades, rankings,
Prof. B. S. Murty, Director of IIT
Hyderabad, is quietly steering one of
the country’s boldest experiments in
higher education. From fractal academ-
ics and artists-in-residence to deep-tech
startups and Al-powered engineering
programmes, his vision challenges
long-held assumptions about how
engineers should be trained—and what
success truly means.

“If somebody comes to me and tells
me they have never failed in life,” Prof.
Murty says, “I tell them they have prob-
ably never learned anything—or never
experimented enough””

That belief underpins the transfor-
mation unfolding at Indian Institute
of Technology (IIT Hyderabad). In an
education system often criticised for
rigidity, exam obsession and placement-
centric thinking, the institute has
emerged as a striking outlier—prioritis-
ing freedom, creativity and skills over
conformity and fear. Here, students are
encouraged to explore across disci-
plines, build products, create enter-
prises and think beyond conventional
career paths.

In a wide-ranging conversation, Prof.
Murty tells The Hans India about the
future of jobs in the age of AI, why In-
dia must evolve from a service economy
into a product nation, and how nurtur-
ing skills, innovation and purpose is
central to building a truly Viksit Bharat.

EXCERPTS:

Q: You have often described Indian
education as rigid. What do you be-
lieve is fundamentally wrong with it?

Education in India has been quite
straitjacketed for decades. Students are
told what to study, how to study and
often what they should become in life.
But the current generation does not
want to fit into such a structure. They
want freedom. They want flexibility.

If you look at older II'Ts and engi-
neering colleges, the curriculum is very
straight. Even electives are often not
real electives. Many times, only one
elective runs. That means the student
is forced to take it—it becomes a core
course in disguise. There is no real
choice.

When I studied B.Tech, we faced the
same issue. That experience stayed with
me. We felt it was time to break away
from this model and create an environ-
ment where students can genuinely
explore different interests.

Q: You repeatedly stress the need for
deep-tech innovation. Why is this so
critical for India?

India is currently known more as a
service economy. We provide services
to the world. But no country has ever
become developed by being only a
service economy.
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Every developed nation—big or
small—is known for its products. India
must also be known for its products.
Software and apps are important, I do
not deny that, but deep-tech innovation
is essential.

For me, Viksit Bharat is the day I go
to a place like Tokyo or Melbourne and
buy a product labelled “Made in In-
dia”—because it is high quality, globally
competitive and reasonably priced.

Q: Will degrees lose relevance in the
coming years?

I am sure that in the years to come,
people will not care much about your
degree. They will care about your skills.
What matters is what you can do, what
problems you can solve. Institutions
must create environments where skills
and ideas are nurtured. The success of
our startups already shows that this
shift has begun.

Q: You frequently speak about Viksit
Bharat. What does that term mean to
you personally?

For me, Viksit Bharat is not a
slogan—it is a practical vision. A de-
veloped nation is one that is known for
its products, technology and innova-
tion. Today, India is largely known as a
service economy. We provide services
to the world, which is good—but it is
not enough.

No country in the world has become
developed by being only a service
provider. Every developed nation—
whether it is Germany, Japan, South
Korea or the United States—is known
for what it makes. For India to become
Viksit Bharat, we must become a prod-
uct nation.

Q: How do student startups fit into the
Viksit Bharat narrative?

Startups are not just about valua-
tion—they are about value creation.
When a 19-year-old student tells me
he has paid salaries to five employees,
that is nation-building in action. That
is economic activity, confidence and
leadership. In six years, II'T Hyderabad
students have created 330 startups with
X1,500 crore in revenue. These are not
just numbers—they represent ideas
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becoming reality. If every IIT produces
job creators instead of only job seekers,
India’s transformation will accelerate.
We introduced something called
Fractal Academics, which is a very
unique system in India.Typically, a
full semester course is a three-credit
course—about 42 hours of teaching
spread over 14 weeks. We divided the
semester into six segments. This allows
us to offer courses worth 0.5 credits,
one credit, 1.5 credits, two credits and,
of course, three credits.A 0.5-credit
course is about seven hours of teaching.
A one-credit course is around 14 hours.
In the first year especially, we encourage
students to explore many such short
courses. I compare it to tasting food at a
restaurant—you sample different dishes
before deciding what you like.Once
students discover a subject they enjoy,
they can take full three-credit courses
and go deeper. This kind of academic
freedom—we are the first in the coun-
try to offer it at this scale.

Q: IIT Hyderabad has made liberal
arts and creative courses mandatory
for engineers. Why was that manda-
tory?

If India has to become Viksit Bharat,
innovation is essential. And for innova-
tion, intuition is just as important as
intelligence.Engineers are trained to
calculate everything. Out-of-the-box
thinking does not come easily. Artists,
on the other hand, think intuitively.
That is why we decided that about 10%
of a B.Tech students total credits—out
of roughly 130—must come from lib-
eral arts and creative arts.These include
anthropology, psychology, philosophy,
music, dance, painting and even martial
arts.We are now introducing sports as
credit-based courses—cricket, tennis,
hockey—where students study, practise
and are evaluated. When students bal-
ance left-brain logic with right-brain
creativity, you get far better innovation.

Q: You strongly advocate student
choice. Why does this matter?

At 17 years of age, we allow citizens
to decide who becomes the Prime
Minister of India. Then why can’t they
decide what they want to become?

Why should someone be told, “You

must become a mechanical engi-
neer”? Many students later realise
this is not what they wanted in life.
Education should expand freedom,
not curtail it.

When parents ask me, “What
kind of job will my child get?”, T ask
them—why should every B.Tech
graduate get a job? Let them create

jobs. India needs job creators, not just

job seekers. We need leaders.

Parents often measure success only
through salary packages. How do you
respond to that mindset?

I understand parental anxiety. It
comes from concern for their chil-
dren’s future. But salary should not be
the sole measure of success.

A student who builds a startup,
creates employment, files patents or
works on deep-tech innovation may

not earn the highest salary in the first
year—but they contribute far more to
the nation in the long run. At IIT Hy-
derabad, we have students who chose
not to sit for placements because they
are building companies, pursuing re-
search or working on socially relevant
technologies. That is also success.

We must broaden our definition of
achievement beyond the first job or
first salary slip.

New academic programmes
with Al integration
This year, the institute is set to

Artificial Intelligence and Machine
Learning in Chemical Engineer-
ing. IIT Hyderabad already offers
an M.Tech in Integrated Computa-

where Al and ML are applied to the
design of advanced materials such
as new-generation steels, alloys, and
functional materials with enhanced
properties. These programmes
reflect the institute’s academic ap-
proach of integrating Al across core
engineering disciplines, rather than

Digital transformation initiatives

has created the position of Dean
of Digital Transformation. In the
coming months, the institute plans
to roll out a ChatGPT-based digital
system designed to provide quick
access to information related to

patents, startups, and technology
transfers. The system is expected to
help students, faculty, and industry

launch a new M.Tech programme in

tional Materials Engineering (ICME),

limiting it to computer science alone.

As part of its move towards deep-
er digital integration, IIT Hyderabad

research activities, faculty expertise,

Recent and upcoming academic and institutional launches

stakeholders gain a clearer under-
standing of the institute’s work in
areas such as quantum technologies,
materials science, artificial intel-
ligence, and clean energy within a
short time.

Integration of arts and humanities
The institute is also preparing to
announce the association of Padma
Vibhushan and Padma Bhushan
award-winning performing artists
as distinguished professors. In ad-
dition, an Artists-in-Residence pro-
gramme is being introduced, under
which eminent artists will spend one
to two weeks on campus interacting
with students. The initiative aims
to expose students to creative disci-
plines alongside technical education,
encouraging broader perspectives
and sensitivity beyond conventional
engineering training.

Student-led innovation
through BUILD projects

IIT Hyderabad has implemented
BUILD projects—Bold and Unique
Ideas Leading to Development—to
encourage student innovation. Un-
der this initiative, students submit
brief proposals, sometimes as short

as half a page, which are evaluated
by a committee for support. Over
the past six years, students have
launched around 330 startups, col-
lectively generating approximately
Rs 1,500 crore in revenue. A signifi-
cant number of these ventures were
founded while the students were still
enrolled at the institute.

BHARATI programme
for engineering excellence

The institute has also introduced
the BHARATI programme—Bold-
Hearted Aspirants Raising to
Transform India. The programme
seeks to reinforce the importance of
engineering excellence and product
development, encouraging students
to focus on building and creat-
ing solutions rather than viewing
education solely through the lens of
placement outcomes.

The initiative aligns with broader
national goals of strengthening
India’s technological and manufac-
turing capabilities.

Together, these initiatives high-
light IT'T Hyderabad’s focus on in-
terdisciplinary learning, innovation,
digital access, and the development
of well-rounded professionals.

How startups are adapting

A conclave Neev 2026
Chapter 2 examined how

S

to GenZ workforce trends

Insurance Samadhan, spoke
about changing attitudes

he idea behind learning through
I play is to give children the free-
dom to explore, imagine, and dis-
cover at their own pace. When children
are placed in unstructured and sponta-
neous environments, they naturally de-
velop creativity, problem-solving abili-
ties, and social skills. Free play allows
learning to happen organically, without
pressure, rules, or predetermined out-
comes.

Unstructured play encourages chil-
dren to think independently and make
their own choices. As they build, pre-
tend, explore, or invent games, they
learn to experiment, take risks, and solve
problems in real time. These experiences
strengthen cognitive development while
fostering curiosity, confidence, and re-
silience. Without constant adult direc-
tion or digital distractions, children gain
a deeper sense of ownership over their
learning.

Social interaction is another key ben-
efit of free play. When children play
together, they learn essential life skills
such as sharing, cooperation, commu-
nication, and conflict resolution. These
interactions help build emotional intel-
ligence, empathy, and teamwork—skills
that are just as important as academic

knowledge in later life.

Promoting screen-free play is espe-
cially important in early childhood. Ex-
cessive screen exposure can limit physi-
cal activity, imagination, and attention
span. In contrast, play-based learning
supports movement, sensory explora-
tion, and hands-on experiences that
contribute to healthy physical and emo-
tional development.

Ensuring access to pre-school educa-
tion through play for every child is vital
for inclusive growth. Play-based learn-

o daae

ing environments create equal opportu-
nities for children from all backgrounds
to explore, express themselves, and
build foundational skills. They also help
children develop a positive relationship
with learning, making the transition to
formal schooling smoother and more
meaningful.

By encouraging unstructured, screen-
free play, we nurture confident, creative,
and socially aware individuals—Ilaying
the foundation for lifelong learning and
well-rounded development.

startups are responding
to changing expectations
of Gen Z and Gen Alpha,

focusing on talent,
workplace culture, and
the future of work

he Indian Institute of

Management Kashipur
hosted Neev 2026 | Chapter
2 - The Startup Conclave, a
discussion-driven event that
examined how startups and
emerging organisations are
adapting to changes in work-
force expectations, particu-
larly among Gen Z and Gen
Alpha. The conclave focused
on themes of startup talent,
workplace evolution, and the
future of work in fast-grow-
ing environments.

Industry leaders,

startup founders, and hu-
man resource professionals
discussed how younger
professionals are reshap-
ing organisational cultures.
Speakers noted that today’s

youth place greater emphasis
on purpose-driven work,
flexibility, continuous learn-
ing, and meaningful engage-
ment, rather than viewing
compensation as the sole
measure of career success.
Harsh Kumar Sarohi,
Senior Vice President -
Technology at Tradelndia,
highlighted the growing de-
mand among young profes-
sionals for clarity of purpose
and structured mentorship.
He spoke about the role of
organisational values and
leadership in career develop-
ment, while underlining
the importance of soft skills

such as communication,
negotiation, and conflict
management in professional
growth. Startup founder
Mukil Vannan, Founder of
Kplor, observed that while
Gen Z professionals are
comfortable with artificial
intelligence and emerging
technologies, foundational
skills remain essential. He
stressed the importance of
communication, creativ-

ity, and problem-solving,
advising students to focus
on building core capabili-
ties rather than being driven
by job titles. Shilpa Arora,
Co-founder and COO of

toward work-life balance
and flexibility. She noted
that younger professionals
tend to be more intentional
in career planning and place
value on meaningful work,
customer engagement, and
long-term relevance.

From an HR perspective,
Sumedh Singh, AVP and
Head of Human Resources
at EPack Durable Limited,
highlighted the analytical
strengths of the new gen-
eration while pointing to
the need for flexible work
models, transparent commu-
nication, recognition, and
continuous skill develop-
ment.

The session was moder-
ated by Gokul Ramanan
Radhakrishnan, Man-
ager — Business Strategy at
Medinous. Faculty members
and students attended the
conclave, which reflected
ongoing discussions around
preparing youth for evolving
workplace realities.
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“Having Gukesh D return to Norway Chess as reigning World Champion is something
we truly value. India has become one of the strongest chess nations in the world
today, and we know many fans will be following Gukesh D closely. We hope chess
audiences across India will tune in as he competes in Oslo in 2026,”

-Benedicte Westre Skog, COO of Norway Chess.

Sports

Nat]

on

KARrRACHI/NEW DELHI

THE ICC has warned the
Pakistan Cricket Board that
it faces the prospect of legal
action from T20 World Cup’s
official broadcasters JioStar
for boycotting its February
15 game against India, a PCB
source said on Tuesday.

Pakistan decided to boy-
cott the match in Colombo
on February 15 on instruc-
tions of their government but
haven't yet officially speci-
fied the reasons to ICC. As
reported by PTI, there is a
possibility that the ICC will
withhold the entire annual
revenue share of Pakistan,
which is around USD 35 mil-
lion and pay the broadcasters
from that purse.

A PCB source informed
that  although chairman
Mohsin Naqvi had taken
advice from the board’s legal
experts before briefing PM
Shehbaz Sharif on the issue
last week, the board is brac-
ing for some serious conse-
quences.

“If Pakistan doesn't relent
and play against India, not
only will they face financial
penalties, perhaps a lawsuit
from broadcasters but also
any efforts to go to the ICC
Dispute Resolution Commit-
tee (DRC) are likely to fail,” a
PCB source told PTI.

ICC’s DRC is an internal
committee which doesn’t
hear appeals against the
decisions made by its own
board. “The PCB might face
problems regardless of their
government directive to not
play India as they are playing
all their matches at a neutral
venue (Sri Lanka) as per their
wishes and not in India,” an-
other PCB source said.

“Secondly, while the In-

120 WC BOYCOTT ROW

Broadeasters may move
court uuumsl PGB

ICC, PCB open ‘back-channel talks’

NEW DELHI: Pakistans decision to boycott their T20
World Cup group match against India has reportedly
prompted “back-channel talks” between the International
Cricket Council (ICC) and the Pakistan Cricket Board
amid concerns over potential financial fallout.

Pakistan’s boycott decision could reportedly cost world
cricket more than 250 million dollars.

As per The Dawn report, a few other cricket boards
have also extended support to the ICC in its attempt to
reach an understanding with PCB.

It is currently unclear whether Pakistan will be sanc-
tioned for the move, with the ICC urging the PCB to
consider the significant and long-term implications if the

boycott were to go ahead.

“While the ICC awaits official communication from the
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB), this position of selective
participation is difficult to reconcile with the fundamen-
tal premise of a global sporting event where all qualified
teams are expected to compete on equal terms per the

event schedule,” the ICC said.

dian government has not
given permission to its team
to play in Pakistan, it has not
stopped them from playing
against Pakistan at neutral
venues in Asia Cup or ICC
events even after the May
conflict” the board source,
who tracks Naqvi closely,
added.

“When the ICC signed its
four year deal with the broad-
caster for all ICC events, the
contract included Pakistan
and India matches based on

which the broadcaster made
the payments to the ICC,” the
source explained.

“So the broadcaster will be
within its rights to take the
PCB and ICC to court over
a major breach of the con-
tract” It is reliably learnt that
the PCB approached other
members boards for support
on the matter but failed to
find any backers.

There is a school of thought
that Naqvi, who is also the
interior minister of his coun-

T20 WC: Ticket
sales of third
stage begin

NEW DELHI: The
BCCI announced the
commencement of the
third stage of ticket
sales for the upcoming
T20 World Cup follow-
ing the two successful
ticketing windows, with
Phase 1 launched on
December 11, 2025, and
Phase 2 on January 14,
2026.

This latest phase pro-
vides fans with a further
opportunity to secure
seats for matches across
the tournament, which
will bring together the
world’s leading teams,
the BCCI said in a re-
lease.

The T20 World Cup,
starting on Saturday,
will be staged at some of
India’s most recognised
cricketing venues, cre-
ating an environment
where fans can witness
elite international play-
ers and the intensity that
defines the T20 format
throughout the compe-
tition.

As preparations
across host cities move
into final stages, the
BCCI, in close coordi-
nation with the stake-
holders, continues to fo-
cus on venue readiness,
operational  planning,
and match-day experi-
ence.

try, might just make a U-turn
once the general elections are
held in Bangladesh on Febru-
ary 12 and a democratic gov-
ernment takes charge instead
of the present one headed by
Mohammed Yunus.

“There would still be two
days before the India game
and things could just change.
Else he knows that Pakistan
could be ostracised,” another
source tracking Pakistan
cricket said.

ICC Under-19 World Cup
India favourites against

Afghanistan in semis clash

Unbeaten Men in Blue in pursult of record 6" U-19 WC title

HARARE: Unbeaten so far
in the tournament, a confi-
dent and all-round India will
be overwhelming favourites
against Afghanistan in the
semifinal of the ICC Under-19
World Cup here on Wednes-
day. India are the most suc-
cessful team in the history of
the event, having annexed the
title five times (2000, 2008,
2012, 2018, 2022), followed
by Australia, who have won
the trophy four times. Come
Wednesday, India will look to
take one step forward towards
a record sixth title.

India have had a great run
in the tournament, having
won all their five matches
quite comfortably, including
a 58-run win over arch-rivals
Pakistan in the Super Six stage.

Afghanistan too has had a
fairly good tournament, win-
ning four out of their five
games, their only loss com-
ing against Sri Lanka by four
wickets.

Going by form and overall
composition, India will hold
an edge over the Afghans in
the knock-out game. Wicket-

Match starts at 1 pm IST
keeper batter Abhigyan Kun-
du has been the star performer
for India with the bat as the
left-hander has so far amassed
199 runs from five games with
two half centuries to his name.

Big-hitting opener Vaib-
hav Suryavanshi (196 runs in
5 matches with 2 fifties) too
has been in good form but
the team management would
want him to convert his half-
centuries into three-figure
scores.

All-rounder Vihaan Mal-
hotra (172 runs from 5 games)
is the other Indian batter to
look out for. He struck the
lone century (109 not out)
against Zimbabwe in group
stages. Skipper Ayush Mha-
tre has been consistent with
the ball in hand, picking up
six wickets with his off-break

from five games but there is
room for improvement on the
batting front. He managed just
99 runs from five games with
53 being his highest. Opener
Aaron Geroges form, how-
ever, is a cause of concern for
India as the right-handed bat-
ter could manage only 46 runs
from three outings.

India U-19: Aaron George,
Abhigyan Kundu, Harvansh
Pangalia, Vaibhav Sooryavan-
shi, Vedant Trivedi, Ayush
Mhatre (c), Vihaan Malhotra,
RS Ambrish, Kanishk Chou-
han, Khilan Patel, Deepesh
Devendran, Henil Patel, Mo-
hamed Enaan, Udhav Mohan,
Kishan Singh.

Afghanistan U-19: Mah-
boob Khan (c), Azizullah
Miakhil, Faisal Shinozada,
Khalid Ahmadzai, Osman
Sadat, Uzairullah Niazai, Ab-
dul Aziz, Aqil Khan, Khatir
Stanikzai, Nazifullah Amiri,
Nooristani Omarzai, Roohul-
lah Arab, Salam Khan, Wa-
hidullah Zadran, Zaitullah
Shaheen.

India to host next
year’s Asian Rifle/
Pistol C’ship

NEW DELHI: India will host
next years Asian Rifle/Pistol
Championship in Delhi where
eight quota places for the 2028
Los Angeles Olympics will be
up for grabs, marking a historic
first for the country’s shooting
calendar which already fea-
tures an Olympic qualifier in
the World Cup. The eight slots
in the Asian competition will
be in addition to the 12 quota
places that will be on offer in
the World Cup (Rifle/Pistol/
Shotgun) from April 21 to 30
next year, also to be held in Del-
hi. The allotment of the Asian
event was confirmed by the
Asian Shooting Confederation
in a letter to the National Rifle
Association of India (NRAI)
president Kalikesh Singh Deo.
The NRAT stated that the dates
for the Asian qualifier will be
finalised in due course. “We
congratulate National Rifle As-
sociation of India for winning
the hosting rights of Asian Ri-
fle/Pistol Championship 2027
where eight Quota Places will
be distributed for the LA 2028
Olympics.

“We are confident that, under
your leadership, the champion-
ship will be organised to the
highest standards and will be a
great success,” the letter, which
is in PTT’s possession, stated.

Vasavi College of Engg wins OU inter-college chess title

HaNs NEwWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD

Vasavi College of Engineer-
ing emerged champions at
the OU Inter-College Chess
Championships, organised
by Vivekananda Govern-
ment Degree College, Vidy-
anagar, here on Tuesday. The
two-day tournament was
conducted in a Round Robin
League format and witnessed
keen competition among
leading city colleges.

Vasavi College topped the
standings with 15.5 points,
with Varshith, Sainath, Shar-

ath, Shyam and Sai Vardhan
delivering consistent perfor-
marnces.

Dr B.R. Ambedkar College
finished runners-up with

14.5 points, led by strong
outings from Akshay Ku-
mar, Nelson, Nikhil, Man-
ish Kumar and Kumar Raj
Thota. C.B.LT. secured third

place with 14 points, while
Bhavans Vivekananda fin-
ished fourth with 13.5 points.

Prof Bala Bhaskar, Joint
Director of Collegiate Educa-
tion, attended as chief guest
and distributed prizes to the
winners. Dr K Prabhu, Prin-
cipal, Vivekananda Govern-
ment Degree College, Prof
Rajesh Kumar, Dean, Faculty
of Education, Prof K Dee-
pla, Director, DPE, and Prof
S Jagan Mohan, Organising
Secretary, were present. The
tournament was inaugurat-
ed by philanthropist Nakka
Srinivas Yadav.

Punitive demolitions persist in UP despite SC ban on bulldozer action: Allahabad HC

PRAYAGRAJ

TAKING a stern note of al-
leged demolition drives in
Uttar Pradesh, the Allahabad
High Court has observed
that punitive demolition of
structures continues to take
place in the state despite the
Supreme Court’s November
2024 ruling that “bulldozer
justice” is simply unaccepta-
ble under the rule of law.

A two-judge bench of
Justices Atul Sreedharan
and Siddhartha Nandan

also asked the state govern-
ment whether demolishing
a structure immediately after
the commission of an offence
was a colourable exercise of
executive discretion.

The bench observed that it
came across various cases in
which the notice for demoli-
tion was issued to the occu-
pants immediately after the
commission of an offence.
Thereafter, the dwelling plac-
es were demolished after the
ostensible fulfilment of statu-
tory requirements, it said.

Therefore, bearing in mind
the “overarching” nature of
the case, spanning the right
of the state to demolish a
structure and the rights of its
occupants under Articles 14
and 21 of the Constitution
of India, the court fixed Feb-
ruary 9 as the next date for
hearing.

In the order passed on
January 21, the court ob-
served, “Preliminary sub-
missions have been made by
both sides. The case of the
petitioners appears to be that

though the petitioners are
not co-accused in the FIR,
the respondents issued a no-
tice to Petitioner No. 2, who
owns the residential house
in which they dwell, imme-
diately after the commission
of the offence and registra-
tion of the FIR” The court
said the respondents have
sealed a commercial prop-
erty registered in the name
of Petitioner No. 3 as ‘Indian
Lodge, and a saw mill, the li-
cence of which was renewed
in the name of Petitioner No.

2 on February 11, 2025, and
its renewal is pending. The
petitioners have expressed
an apprehension that their
properties have been marked
for “destruction by mechani-
cal means” (a euphemism for
bulldozer action).

“The obvious primary
prayer is judicial intervention
to prevent the anticipated de-
struction of the properties,”
the court said. The bench was
hearing a petition filed by
Faimuddeen and others, who
claimed that their relative,

Aafan Khan, was booked
under various sections of the
BNS, POCSO Act, IT Actand
the UP Prohibition of Un-
lawful Religious Conversion
Act. The petitioners claimed
that though they were not co-
accused in the FIR, they were
targeted by a mob allegedly
in collusion with the police.

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment, however, termed the
petition “premature” and
said the petitioners must re-
spond to the notices issued
to them.

MP cough syrup deaths
4-yr-old dies months
after bemg in coma

BETUL

A four-year-old boy died at
AIIMS-Nagpur, months after
he fell critically ill and slipped
into a coma after allegedly
consuming Coldrif cough
syrup in Madhya Pradesh’s
Chhindwara district, an offi-
cial said on Monday.

According to the official,
Harsh, from Tikabarri vil-
lage of Betul district border-
ing Chhindwara district, had
been in a coma for more than
four months and was admit-
ted to the intensive care unit
(ICU), but died during treat-
ment on Sunday night. Betul
Chief Medical and Health Of-
ficer (CMHO) Dr Manoj Hur-
made confirmed the child’s
death and said the post-mor-
tem examination was con-
ducted in Nagpur on Monday,
and the body was handed over
to the family.

The cause of death would
be ascertained after the post-
mortem report, Dr Hurmade
said. Harsh’s uncle, Shyam Ya-
dav, said over the phone that
the child’s last rites were per-
formed on Monday evening.
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Yadav said his nephew was
undergoing treatment un-
der Dr S S Thakur in Parasia,
Chhindwara, and the child’s
condition deteriorated after
consuming the cough syrup
prescribed by him.

Harsh remained admit-
ted at the All India Institute
of Medical Sciences (AIIMS)
for months, his uncle said.
In October 2025, children in
Parasia town of Chhindwara
district began falling ill after
consuming Coldrif cough syr-
up, with complaints of vomit-
ing, inability to urinate and
fever. Investigations revealed
that the syrup contained di-
ethylene glycol, a toxic chemi-
cal that causes kidney failure.

Around two dozen chil-
dren from Chhindwara and
Betul districts had died in the
incident, following which the
Drug Controller General of
India also conducted a probe.

US-India trade deal

BJP attacking farmers again,
govt must answer: Akhllesh

LuckNow

SAMAJWADI Party presi-
dent Akhilesh Yadav on Tues-
day slammed the govern-
ment over the India-US trade
deal, saying opening Indian
markets to American agri-
cultural produce amounted
to “betrayal” of nearly 70 per
cent of the country’s popula-
tion dependent on farming.
His remarks came after India
and the US agreed to a trade
deal under which Wash-
ington will bring down the
reciprocal tariff on Indian
goods to 18 per cent from a
total 50 per cent.

Yadav claimed that the
BJP and its associates were
“agents of foreign interests”
even before Independence
and continued to be so today.

Targeting the ruling party,
the former Uttar Pradesh
chief minister said BJP lead-
ers should explain to the
public how much “commis-
sion” they had earned by
compromising the country’s
economy.

Yadav said such policies
would not only harm farm-

ers but also adversely impact
the lower middle class and
middle class by encouraging
profiteering in foodgrains
and agricultural products
and creating a new class of
middlemen, leading to a rise
in prices. He alleged that the
BJP would also collect dona-
tions from corporate entities,
making food items even cost-
lier.

These steps would gradu-
ally reduce farmers’ income,
forcing them to sell their
land to wealthy individuals
and corporates, Yadav said.
“Capturing land is the ulti-
mate objective of the BJP and
its associates,” he alleged.

Referring to the proposed
Seed Bill, Yadav described it
as “fatal for Indian agricul-
ture” and alleged that it was

the product of an anti-farmer
mindset of the BJP govern-
ment. He accused the ruling
party of bringing land acqui-
sition laws, humiliating peo-
ple by forcing them to stand
in fertiliser queues every
year, and promoting corpo-
rate interests linked to seeds,
pesticides, storage silos, crop
insurance and agricultural
trade.

Yadav called for organised
resistance against such poli-
cies, asserting that farmers
already troubled by issues
such as stray cattle would no
longer tolerate the govern-
ments actions. He alleged
that the BJP had been, was
and would remain anti-
farmer, and said it was time
to “remove BJP, save fields,
farming and farmers”

Relief for our exporters’:
Abdullah welcomes
US’ tariff cut

JAMMU: Jammu and Kash-
mir Chief Minister Omar Ab-
dullah on Tuesday welcomed
the US government’s decision
to bring down reciprocal tar-
iffs on Indian goods, saying
this would bring relief to many
exporters in the country who
were facing difficulties in view
of the increased tariff.

US  President Donald
Trump on Monday an-
nounced that India and the
US have agreed on a trade deal
under which Washington will
reduce the reciprocal tariff on
Indian goods to 18 per cent
from the current 25 per cent.

The announcement is cru-
cial for India as the US im-
posed a steep 50 per cent
tariff on Indian goods enter-
ing American markets from
August 27, 2025. “These tariffs
were proving to be quite bur-
densome for us, and we also
know very well why these tar-
iffs were imposed. The United
States was not happy with the
fact that we buy oil from Rus-
sia. Trump announced that
the Indian government has
now stopped purchasing oil
from Russia, and because of
that, the tariffs will no longer
be imposed on us,” the chief
minister told reporters in the
Assembly lawns here.

Sabarimala gold case
Uproar in Kerala Assembly as

UDF alleges CMO mterference

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

DRAMATIC scenes unfold-
ed in the Kerala Assembly
on Tuesday over the Sabari-
mala gold loss issue after a
Congres MLA tried to climb
onto the Speaker’s Chair that
forced an adjournment, the
opposition declaring non-
cooperation in the House
and the government calling
it “unfortunate” and “deplor-
able” Alleging interference
by the Chief Minister’s of-
fice in the SIT probe into the
Sabarimala gold loss cases,
the Congress-led UDF op-
position boycotted Assembly
proceedings, declaring that it
would no longer cooperate
with the House.

Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan termed the oppo-
sition conduct as “unfor-
tunate” and “deplorable”
Leader of Opposition in the
Assembly, V D Satheesan, in-
formed Speaker A N Sham-
seer about the UDF’s boycott
decision as the House pro-
ceedings commenced. As
the opposition protest con-
tinued in the House amidst
the question hour, Congress
MLA Anwar Sadath sud-

denly attempted to climb
onto the Speaker’s dais, lead-
ing to Shamseer stopping the
proceedings for around 30
minutes and leaving for his
chamber. Satheesan alleged
that there was government
interference in the probe and
that even the Kerala High
Court observed there was
delay in filing of charge sheet
in the Sabarimala gold cases
by the Special Investigation
Team (SIT). He said that the
High Court also observed
that there was a “laxity” in
the SIT probe.

The LoP claimed that con-
ditions were being created so
that the accused in the two
cases can come out on statu-
tory bail and thus, “stone-
wall” the investigation. He
said that if the accused are
released from jail, there was
every possibility that the evi-
dence in the cases would be
destroyed.
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Today is World Cancer Day 2026

A simple vaccine,
11esaving impact

World Cancer Day highlights the urgent need for prevention as much as treatment,
especially against cancers caused by the Human Papillomavirus (HPV). Often silent

and symptomless, HPV is linked to cervical, throat, and anal cancers that can turn
deadly if detected late. Health experts say timely vaccination and regular screening
could prevent up to 90% of these cases, making awareness the first line of defense

D VAISHNAVI

orld Cancer Day
serves as a power-
ful reminder that

many life-threatening dis-
eases can be prevented with
timely awareness and action.
Among them is Human Pap-
illomavirus (HPV), a silent
but widespread infection
linked to several cancers that
often go unnoticed until it is
too late. On February 4, radi-
ologist-oncologist Dr. Sand-
eep Kumar Tula is urging
families to take prevention
seriously, calling vaccina-
tion and early screening the
strongest weapons against
HPV-related cancers.

Drawing from over four
years of frontline cancer care,
Dr. Tula says the biggest dan-
ger with HPV is how quietly
it spreads. “People think of
it as just another infection,
but HPV is actually respon-
sible for multiple cancers.
High-risk strains like 16 and
18 alone cause nearly 70% of
cervical cancers worldwide.
These viruses silently inte-
grate into cells and trigger
mutations that lead to cervi-
cal, vaginal, vulvar, penile,
anal, and throat cancers”

He explains that transmis-
sion is easier than most peo-
ple assume. “Sexual contact
is the primary route, and
even a single exposure can
transmit the virus. Smoking,
weak immunity, poor diet,
alcohol use, and obesity fur-
ther increase the risk because
the body struggles to fight
the infection”

What makes the disease
especially  dangerous, he
adds, is the absence of early
warning signs. “Most HPV
infections don’t show symp-
toms initially. That's why it’s
so deceptive. By the time
patients notice abnormal
bleeding, unusual discharge,
throat hoarseness, difficulty
swallowing, or anal discom-
fort, the disease may already
be advancing”

Dr. Tula highlights the
dramatic difference early
detection can make. “If we
catch cancer at Stage 1, sur-
vival can be close to 90%. But
by Stage 4, it drops sharply to
around 15-20%. That’s why
screening is critical”

He recommends regular
Pap smears and HPV DNA
tests for women, especially
after the age of 30, along
with routine health check-
ups for everyone. “Follow the
screening guidelines every
three to five years. Detect it
early, and we can treat it ef-
fectively with surgery, radia-
tion, or chemotherapy before
it spreads.”

For him, however, the
most powerful tool remains
prevention through vaccina-
tion. “The HPV vaccine is es-
sentially a shield. It produces
antibodies that neutralize
the virus before it can infect
you”

Explaining the options
available in India, he says,
“Gardasil protects against
four strains and costs around
Rs 3,800 per dose, while Gar-
dasil 9 covers more strains
at about Rs 10,300 per dose.
Government programs are
increasingly offering it free,
though availability differs by
region”

Vaccination at the right
age, he stresses, offers maxi-
mum protection. “Children
between 9 and 14 need just
two doses. After 14, three
doses are required. And it’s
not just for girls — boys must
take it too because it prevents
anal and throat cancers and
reduces transmission. There’s
no strict upper age limit, but
earlier vaccination works
best”

Beyond medical advice,
Dr. Tula has also been lead-
ing community outreach
efforts to spread awareness.
Since Republic Day this
year, he and his volunteers
have conducted campaigns
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at public spaces, traffic sig-
nals, villages, and colleges to
educate families and students
about HPV risks. “We want
awareness to reach people
who may never walk into a
hospital for preventive care.
Education at the grassroots
level can save thousands of
lives,” he says. As World Can-
cer Day spotlights preven-
tion, Dr. Tula leaves people
with a straightforward mes-
sage: “Quit smoking, practice
safe habits, eat healthy, screen
regularly, and vaccinate early.
HPV-related cancers are up
to 90% preventable. We have
the tools — we just need to
use them?”

Mental well-being tips for

World Cancer Day
reminds us that healing
from cancer isn’t only
physical — it's deeply
emotional too. For
women facing early
breast cancer, fear,
uncertainty, and stress
often accompany
treatment decisions.
Prioritising mental
well-being can be just
as important as medical
care in navigating the
journey

ASKARI JAFFER

World Cancer Day is a
reminder that cancer
care goes beyond treating the
body — it also means nurtur-
ing the mind. For women di-
agnosed with early breast can-
cer, one of the most common
cancers in India, the journey
often brings emotional un-
certainty alongside medical
decisions, including fears
about recurrence and qual-
ity of life. While advances
in early detection and treat-
ment have significantly im-
proved survival rates, many
patients continue to face
anxiety, stress, and emotional
vulnerability throughout
treatment and recovery. Sup-
porting mental well-being is
therefore essential to helping
women regain confidence,
control, and resilience.
Meera, a  47-year-old

homemaker, remembers feel-
ing overwhelmed after her
diagnosis. Balancing family
responsibilities with frequent
hospital visits left her exhaust-
ed and anxious about the
future. Gradually, she began
prioritising her mental health
along with medical care.

She joined a patient sup-
port group, practiced simple
mindfulness exercises daily,
and spoke openly with her
doctors about her concerns
and  treatment  choices.
These steps helped her feel
more grounded and better
equipped to cope with un-
certainty, restoring a sense of

calm during a difficult phase
of life.Studies show that near-
ly four in ten people living
with breast cancer experience
significant anxiety or depres-
sive symptoms at some point.
Emotional strain is often
compounded by treatment
side effects, lifestyle disrup-
tions, and fear of recurrence.
More than half of patients
report some level of anxiety
by the end of chemotherapy,
highlighting the need for
holistic care that addresses
both physical and emotional
health.

Dr. M Vamshi Krishna,
Director and Head of Depart-

people living with breast cancer

ment, Medical Oncology and
Hematology at AIG Hospi-
tals, Hyderabad, says, “Breast
cancer treatments can take a
heavy physical and emotional
toll. Visible changes, frequent
hospital visits, and uncertain-
ty often intensify anxiety. Ad-
vanced therapies, along with
counseling, support groups,
and mindfulness practices,
can ease these burdens and
help patients focus on their
overall well-being”

Five ways to support mental
well-being during early
breast cancer:

« Choose the right treatment:
Discuss options and side ef-
fects with your doctor to
reduce emotional stress and
improve quality of life.

o Address fear of recurrence:
Stay informed and proac-
tive about therapies that
may lower risk.

o Seek professional help:
Therapists can provide cop-
ing tools and emotional
guidance.

« Join support groups: Shar-
ing experiences reduces iso-
lation and builds strength.

« Practice mindfulness: Med-
itation, yoga, or breathing
exercises can calm anxiety
and restore focus.

Living with early breast
cancer is challenging, but
caring for your mental
health can make the journey
more manageable and em-
power you to move forward
with hope.
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ENGTH, INSPIRING SURVIVORS

Reddy, Founder, Cure Foundation, Hyderabad; with young cancer survivors, at the World Cancer

| -

Day Celebration- Light the Night & the 23rd Anniversary Celebrations of CURE Foundation; hosted by Cure Foundation; at Boulder
Hills Golf & Country Club, Gachibowli

Payal Rajput: I may fail, but [ won’t give up!

ell known actress
Payal Rajput, who
has made a name for herself
with her impressive perfor-
mances in films like ‘RX100’

1 Pointafingerat ? (6)

7 Leaves high and dry (8)

8 Horned goddess (4)

10 Most sensible (6)

11 Three-fold (6)

14 Some forensic
evidence (3)

16 Absolute (5)

17 Plant part (4)

19 Spells (5)

21 Value (5)

22 Wishful words (1,4)

23 Place of cultivation (4)

26 Harry Potter's
professor (5)

28 To free (3)

29 The glasses in
spectacles (6)

30 Female foxes (6)

31 Poker declaration (2,2)

32 Chewed the fat (8)

33 Locomotive (6)

[ DOWN |
1 Ishe trying his best to keep you
entertained ? (6)

Not dispatched (6)

The orient (4)

Lie orfib (7)

Uncertainty or misgiving (5)

Escort courteously (5)

Our country, as a prefix (4)

9  Intemational Standard Atmosphere (3)
12 Aliens? (3)

13 Crowbar (5)

15 Body of troops (5)

18 Of orlike sheep (5)

19 Jeeringcry (3)

20 Red Indian tribe (3)

21 Likeacarorabus? (7)

22 Intemet addresses (3)

23 Mending or repairing (6)

24 South Yemen port (4)

25 Royal city in Kamataka (6)

26  Injured-arm support (5)

27 “Inata” change fora gin’s name ? (5)
28 Outeredge (3)

30 Footnote word (4)

Solution to February 3
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Solution to February 3

‘RDX Love’ and ‘Mangalavaram, has now
revealed that there were people who wanted
her to quit but that she was not going to give
up.

Taking to her X timeline to pen a post,
Payal Rajput said, “They want me to quit, and
I find myself questioning whether I should.
But then I think about the hard work I've put
in over the last 12 years. So I tell myself no.
I may fail, but I won’t give up.#justthinking”

It may be recalled that last year, the ac-
tress had penned a post, expressing concerns
about favoritism and nepotism overshadow-
ing talent in the film industry.

Taking to her timeline on the social me-
dia platform X, Payal Rajput had then said,
“Being an actor is one of the toughest careers
out there. Each day starts with the weight
of uncertainty, as I step into a world where
nepotism and favoritism often overshadow
talent”

The actress went on to admit that there
were times when she wondered if her hard
work and dedication would even get noticed
in a world that was dominated by those with
privilege.

She wrote, “There are moments of doubt
when I question whether my hard work and
dedication can truly shine through in a land-
scape dominated by privilege. I watch as op-
portunities slip away to those with famous
last names or a powerful agent, wondering if
my talent is enough to break through.”

The actress had also added the hashtag
#Struggleisreal to make it clear that the prob-
lem indeed existed in the film industry.

Currently, Payal is working on a num-
ber of films including the Telugu film titled
‘VenkataLachimi, which is being directed
by Muni and which the makers intend to re-
lease in three languages — Telugu, Tamil and
Hindi.

Payal also plays the lead opposite Legend
Saravanan in his second Tamil film that is
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being directed by well known director R S
Durai Senthilkumar.

While Payal Rajput stars opposite Legend
Saravanan, the Tamil film will also feature
actors Shaam and Andrea in pivotal roles.

The yet-to-be-titled film is a grand-budget
venture directed by R S Durai Senthilkumar,
known for his blockbusters like ‘Kakki Sattai,
‘Kodi, and the recent success ‘Garudan’

The first phase of shooting was completed
in Chennai, while the second phase was in
and around Panikka Nadar Kudiyiruppu in
Thoothukudi, which happens to be Legend
Saravanan’s hometown.

Sources say the new film promises to deliv-
er a thrilling action-packed experience based
on real events, set against the backdrop of
Thoothukudi.

Music for the film will be composed by Gi-
bran, with cinematography by S. Venkatesh
and editing by Pradeep. The art direction is
managed by Durairaj, while Ambikapathi is
the executive producer.
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Kayadu Lohar

returns to Malayalam;
New poster of

‘Pallichattambi released 1( A

new poster of ‘Pallichat-

tambi), directed by Dijo Jose
Antony and starring Tovino
Thomas in the lead role, has been
released. The latest reveal is a
single-character poster featuring
the film’s heroine, Kayadu Lohar.
The poster also confirms the film’s
release date. Posters have been
unveiled in five languages, includ-
ing Malayalam. ‘Pallichattambi’
is set for a worldwide theatrical
release on April 9. Kayadu Lohar’s
announcement video as the
female lead in ‘Pallichattambi’ had
earlier drawn significant atten-
tion. She became a favorite among
South Indian cinema audiences
following her performance as the

Rebel Star Prabhas praises
the ‘Couple Friendly’ trailer,
shares it on Instagram

HE trailer of

‘Couple Friendly,
starring Santosh Soban
and Manasa Varanasi
in the lead roles, was
released recently. Rebel
Star Prabhas appreci-
ated the trailer, calling it
well-made, and shared
it on his Instagram ac-
count. He described it as
a love story told straight
from the heart.

The ‘Couple Friendly’
team has expressed their
happiness over receiving
praise from Prabhas for

Karamana, Baburaj, Vinod Keda-
mangalam, Prashanth Alex, and
several other prominent actors.
The film is set in the 1950s-60s
period.

The cinematography is handled
by Tijo Tomy, while the music is
composed by Mollywood’s music
sensation Jakes Bejoy. Megha
Shyam and Thanseer serve as co-
producers. Costumes are designed
by Manjusha Radhakrishnan, and
makeup is by Rasheed Ahmed.
Alex E. Kurien is the line pro-
ducer, Anil Amballur the fi-
nance controller, and Rajesh
Menon the production
controller. Renith Raj and
Kiran Raphael are the chief
associate directors. Sound

the trailer. This recogni- heroine in the Tamil superhit film /
tion is a huge boost for ‘Dragon. design is by Sync Cin- / / e
the entire team and has In ‘Pallichattambi’, Tovino ema, and art direction # o
raised the buzz sur- Thomas will be seen in a never- is by Rajesh Menon. { .- g
rounding the film. seen-before look. The film is Casting is handled : -
Presented by the produced by Noufal and Brijeesh by Binoy Nambala. f b
renowned production ST s A under the banner of Worldwide Digital marketing is " -
house UV Creations, Films, along with Chanukya, managed by Akhil : '-
the film is being grandly Chaitanya, and Charan under Vishnu V.S., with :
produced by UV Con- C Qube Bros Entertainments. It PR by Akshay
cepts in both Telugu L i, will be released in five languages, Prakash. Stills
and Tamil. Ajay Kumar Lt L ik including Malayalam. The screen-  photography
Raju P. serves as the co- story, ‘Couple Friendly’ film will be distributed play has been written by S. Suresh  is by Rishlal
producer, and the film is set to release on Feb- in Andhra Pradesh and Babu. Unnikrishnan,
is directed by Ashwin ruary 14, on the occa- Telangana by passionate Apart from Kayadu Lohar in and the poster
Chandrasekhar. Made as  sion of Valentine’s Day, producer and distributor the female lead, ‘Pallichattambi’ design is
a musical romantic love in both languages. The Dheeraj Mogilineni. also features an ensemble cast that by Yellow-
includes Vijay Raghavan, Sudheer  tooths.

Ashwath Marlmuthu Title of my
film with Simbu will start with 'T’

ISHING  actor  Si-
lambarasan a happy

Ravi Teja cheers Team
‘Sumathi Sathakam’

#AGS27. The director
had made it clear

year, disclosed that the
script for the film

RODUCED under the As part of the promo- promotions, the film’s birthday on Tuesday, direc-  had already been that all nine
Vision Movie Makers tions, the film’s team con- catchy hook steps strongly tor Ashwath Marimuthu has  completed. “It members  he
banner by Sai Sudhakar ducted an extensive tour connected with students, now disclosed that the title of  is a script that had picked in

Kommalapati and directed
by M.M. Naidu, ‘Sumathi
Sathakany’ is a whole-
some family entertainer
gearing up for a world-
wide theatrical release on
February 6. The film stars
Amardeep Chowdary
and Sayli Chaudhary in
the lead roles. Renowned
production house Mythri
Movie Makers will release
the film across the Telugu
states.

The first look, teaser,
songs, and promotional
content of ‘Sumathi
Sathakam’ have already
received an encouraging
response from audiences.
Amardeep Chowdary’s
energetic dance moves in
the songs have been widely
appreciated, while Subhash
Anand’s music adds strong
emotional and entertain-
ment value to the film.

across the Rayalaseema
region, receiving an over-
whelming response. The
trailer launch event held

at a college in Tirupati
turned out to be a grand
success, with students en-
thusiastically responding
to the film’s hook steps and
youthful content.

Popular actor and Mass
Mabharaja Ravi Teja, who is
widely known as Amar-
deep Chowdary’s inspira-
tion, watched the teaser,
trailer, and other promo-
tional content and shared
his appreciation. He said,

“I have watched the
teaser, trailer, and content
of Amardeep’s film ‘Su-
mathi Sathakam’ I really
liked it. I wish the film
great success and hope
Amardeep has a bright
future ahead”

During the college

and both the teaser and
trailer received a positive
response from the youth
across Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana. The title
‘Sumathi Sathakam’ has
also created strong recall
among audiences.

Adding to its high-
lights, ‘Sumathi Sathakam’
received a U/A certificate
with zero cuts, which is
considered rare. The Cen-
sor Board members appre-
ciated the film, stating that
it is a feel-good entertainer
that audiences will enjoy
after a long time.

The film will be released
in the Telugu states by
Mythri Movie Makers,
while overseas distribu-
tion in North America
will be handled by Vibrant
Cinemas, with releases in
Dallas managed by Ravi
Kollipara and Jai Pakala.

his film with Simbu will begin
with the letter T.

Ashwath Marimuthu, who
will be directing Simbu's next
film after the actor completes
director Vetrimaran's 'Ar-
asan', took to his X timeline to
pen a birthday wish to the ac-
tor. He wrote, "Happy birth-
day ST(A)R. This year is go-
ing to be magnificent for you
sir. Cannot wait to start our
film post'Arasan’. To all his
fans, ‘ konjam poruthukonga.
An entertaining film specially
for the fans is loading ! Title
will start with T."

It may be recalled that
Ashwath Marimuthu, who
delivered a blockbuster called
‘Dragon’ last year, had said last
year that his next film, featur-
ing actor Simbu in the lead,
would definitely release next
year (in 2026), irrespective of
when they began shooting."

Ashwath, had in March last

has  already
been finished.
Only screenplay
and  dialogues
have to be written.
Overall treatment is
all over;” he had said then.

When asked what kind of
film his film with Silambar-
asan would be, Ashwath had
replied, “What all you liked
in my films ‘Dragon’” and ‘Oh
My Kaduvule, you will find in
this film. At the same time,
this film will also have all that
you admired in him. Basi-
cally, it will be a vintage STR
in my kind of films.”

The film is be produced by
AGS, the same production
house that produced ‘Dragon’

It may be recalled that di-
rector Ashwath Marimuthu
has already picked a team
of assistant directors for his
directorial team for his up-
coming films #STR51 and

his team didn't
"'"’ have any per-

v/ sonal connec-
tion with him
or with anyone
he knew and that he

had kept the process very
clean.

The director, last year, had
taken to his X timeline to list
all those who had been picked
to be his assistant directors.
Putting out a poster on his
timeline that read, "Team
Ashwath Marimuthu. Wel-
come onboard assistant di-
rectors!" he named Srikanth,
Mohammed Asif, Arun Ku-
mar, Nithish S, Dhina, Nith-
ish B, Krish, Srinath, Aniruth
as his team members. Along
with the poster, he wrote, "To
all the talented people who
applied but couldn’t make it,
wish you a great future and
am sure you will find a better
place to work."

Sharwanand’s ‘Biker’ to hit
screens worldwide on April 3

HE makers of director Ab-
hilash Kankara's eagerly
awaited sports action film,
‘Biker', featuring actor Shar-
wanand in the lead, on Tues-
day announced that their film
would now hit screens world-
wide on April 3 this year.
Taking to its X timeline,
UV Creations, the produc-
tion house producing the film,
said, "The engine's revved
up. The track is ready. Now,
THERE IS NO STOPPING
HIM. #BIKER grand release
worldwide on April 3rd, 2026.
#BIKERMovie #GoAllTheWay
#BikerOnApril3rd." It may be
recalled that the film was origi-
nally scheduled to hit screens
on December 6 last year. How-
ever, in November, the makers
issued a statement saying they
were postponing the release of
the film as they wanted to give
audiences not just a film but an
"experience like never before."
Taking to its X timeline, UV
Creations had, in November
last year, said, "#Biker stands
postponed! A new release date

will be announced soon. A big-
ger, better experience is being
crafted with care and being as-
sembled with passion. #Biker
will be releasing in 3D, 4DX,
and many more formats."

In its statement, the pro-
duction house called the film
"An experience beyond the
screens!" and said that to ready
this "beast," the cast and crew
had worked hard and were
continuing to work hard on
countless nights.

"Trust us, this film is much
more than the little laps we

showed, and it is bigger than
what Telugu Cinema has seen
until now! To this kind of an ex-
perience, to this kind of a scale,"
it said, and further added, "We
want to give you a product that
races in your hearts, pumps up
your adrenaline, and makes
you breathless! Biker stands
postponed, not just to give you
a film but an experience like
never before. BIKER is com-
ing to theatres in 3D, 4DX and
many more formats. Tighten
your helmets. You are in for a
ride of a lifetime." For the una-
ware, actor Sharwanand plays
a bike racer in this upcoming
film, which was initially be-
ing referred to as '#Sharwa36'
Sources close to the unit of the
film say that Sharwanand will
be seen as a skilled motorcycle
racer in the film.

A source had, in September
last year, said that the shoot-
ing of the film was going on
in Hyderabad and that key
scenes related to the race on
Sharwanand and the team had
been shot. "These scenes are

going to be the highlight of the
film," the source had said then.
"He (Sharwanand) is going to
impress audiences with stunts
that will give viewers an adren-
aline rush like never before."
Malavika Nair plays the fe-
male lead in this film, which
will also feature well-known
character artistes Brahmaji
and Atul Kulkarni in pivotal
roles. Produced by Vamsi and
Pramod, this high-energy
film is set against the back-
drop of motocross racing.
Sources say it is a thrilling
story of a family that is spread
over three generations and
set against the exciting moto-
cross backdrop of the 90s and
early 2000s. Cinematography
for the film is by well-known
cameraman J Yuvraj. Music
for the film has been scored
by famed Tamil music direc-
tor Ghibran. Anil Kumar P is
the editor of the film, which
has N Sandeep as its executive
producer. Rajeevan is the pro-
duction designer, and A Pan-
neerselvam is the art director.

Sai Pallavi thanks #D55 director
Rajkumar Periasamy for his welcome;
discloses she is nervously excited’

day after the makers of director Ra-

jkumar Periasamy's upcoming film,
featuring actor Dhanush in the lead, wel-
comed her on board the unit of the film,
actress Sai Pallavi on Tuesday thanked
the film's director Rajkumar Periasamy
and disclosed that she was "nervously
excited."

Taking to her Instagram stories to
thank Rajkumar Periasamy, the director
of Dhanush's upcoming film 'D55) for
his post in which he had accorded her
a warm welcome to the unit, Sai Pallavi
wrote, "Thank you so much sir. Nervous
excitement!"

It may be recalled that Wunderbar
Films, the production house of actor
Dhanush and one of the production
houses producing the film, had taken
to its X timeline to welcome actress Sai
Pallavi on Monday. It wrote, "She’s about
grace and strength - all at once. Welcom-
ing everybody’s favourite @Sai_Pallavi92
on board 'D55'. The hit combo returns to
the big screen."

This will be the second time that Sai
Pallavi will be working with Dhanush.
She had earlier worked with him in direc-
tor Balaji Mohan's 'Maari 2'.

It may also be recalled that the mak-
ers of the film, being tentatively referred
to as 'D55', had already welcomed actress
Sreeleela on board the unit on January
30 this year. The production house had
welcomed Sreeleela, saying, "You didn't
see this coming. Welcoming the dazzling
damsel @sreeleelal4 on board 'D55"."

The makers had also welcomed young
music sensation Sai Abhyankkar on
board the unit.

Taking to its X timeline to make the an-
nouncement, Wunderbar Films had said,
"Time’s up. The SAI-lence breaks. Excited
to have the sensational @SaiAbhyankkar
as the music composer for 'D55'. 'D55' -
A #SaiAbhyankkar Musical. A brand new
collaboration loading."

Sai Abhyankkar responded to the post
of the production house, saying, "Super
excited and pumped working with @
dhanushkraja sir on 'D55" My dream
collaboration @Rajkumar_KP, dear sir
thank you so much!! This is gonna be a
very special cooking and thank you dear
@theSreyas anna. @wunderbarfilms @
RTakeStudios GIG"

Director Rajkumar Periasamy also
welcomed the young music sensation
on board the unit of the film, tentatively
referred to as 'D55'. Taking to his X time-
line, he wrote, "You are a Wonder-kid Sai!
Excited to have you on board for 'D55'
as the music composer my brother. God
bless you dear @SaiAbhyankkar. Thank
you dear @DhanushKRaja sir. 'D55' - A
#SaiAbhyankkar Musical. @theSreyas
@wunderbarfilms @RTakeStudios @
Shra2309 @azy905 @sandy_sashr @
vishurams." The film has triggered huge
excitement, as the makers have already
disclosed that this film will be a magnum
opus. It may be recalled that only a week
ago, another production house called R
Take Studios had announced that it was
joining hands with Wunderbar Films to
produce this film.




