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CPI ditches Congress for
Kothagudem civic elections

RULING PARTY STRIKES ALLIANCE WITH CPM

KOLISHETTY
VENKATESHWARLU
HYDERABAD

IN a significant twist in al-
liance politics during the
ongoing municipal elec-
tions, the CPI has extended
only an “empty hand” to the
ruling Congress, while the
Congress has instead forged
an understanding with the
CPM, particularly in the
Kothagudem Municipal Cor-
poration where the CPI is
considered strong.

While the CPI and Con-
gress are contesting the mu-
nicipal polls in alliance in
parts of North Telangana,
including Mancherial Mu-
nicipal Corporation, the tie-
up has broken down in Koth-
agudem.

The two parties had allied
in the Assembly and Parlia-
ment elections, in which the
CPI won the lone Kothagu-
dem Assembly seat.

However, the alliance did
not continue during the
sarpanch elections, where
the CPI contested indepen-
dently, winning 40 sarpanch
posts and securing more
votes than the Congress in
the constituency.

In the Kothagudem Mu-
nicipal Corporation, the

* CPlis firm
on its stand
to win the
Kothagudem
Municipal
Corporation
mayor’s post
at any cost

CPI demanded 30 of the 60
divisions, citing its organi-
sational strength. The Con-
gress offered 20 to 25 seats,
a proposal the CPI rejected,
arguing that it was unfair for
Congress to dictate terms in
an area where the CPI has
a stronger base. CPI lead-
ers maintained that, “as per
dharma,” they should decide
seat-sharing in Kothagudem,
alleging that the Congress
was taking decisions even in
areas where it is weak.

Amid the deadlock, the
Congress entered into an
alliance with the CPM in
Kothagudem, allotting two
divisions to the CPM and
contesting the remaining 58
divisions. Apart from Con-

gress and CPI, the BRS is
also in the fray. Meanwhile,
the CPI is understood to
have entered into a friendly
arrangement with the TDP,
which has considerable in-
fluence in the constituency,
with several TDP leaders fil-
ing nominations.

The alliance impasse has
also affected other munici-
palities. In Edulapuram mu-
nicipality of Palair constitu-
ency, represented by Revenue
Minister Ponguleti Srinivas
Reddy, the CPI fielded can-
didates in 15 wards, while
the Congress contested all
32 wards. In Madhira mu-
nicipality, the CPI fielded
five candidates, with Con-
gress contesting all wards

after alliance talks failed.
A similar situation prevails
in Sathupally municipality,
where the CPI is contesting
independently.

Meanwhile, both CPI and
CPM have given a free hand
to their local leadership to
decide on alliances in the
municipal elections, as was
done during the sarpanch
polls. With this autonomy,
local leaders are engaging in
tactical arrangements with
Congress and the BRS based
on local political equations.

Responding to the CPI’s
stance, Minister Ponguleti
Srinivas Reddy said the Con-
gress party would always
keep its doors open to like-
minded parties.

He added that the party
was willing to work with any
political force that comes
forward without making un-
reasonable demands, as it has
done in the past.

A close associate of CPI
State Secretary and party’s
lone MLA Kunamneni Sam-
basivarao said the party is
contesting  independently
in Kothagudem. He clari-
fied that the TDP is extend-
ing support to the CPI and
that TDP candidates are also
contesting in a few divisions
in Kothagudem Municipal
Corporation. It is learnt that
the CPI is firm on its stand
to win the Kothagudem Mu-
nicipal Corporation mayor’s

post at any cost.

Give B-Forms only to
winning horses, Revanth

* The Chief Minister
is confident of
Congress winning
with good majority

* Leaders told to work
together, treat polls
as a challenge

* Prepare local
manifesto; engage
with people on party
initiatives

* In-charge Ministers
to prevent rebels
and ensure unity

» Nominated posts for
leaders who don’t
get tickets
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MAKING it clear that lead-
ers should take respon-
sibility for the victory of
candidates if they want to
recommend them for the
ongoing municipal elec-
tions, Chief Minister A Re-
vanth Reddy said that the
party should give B-forms
only to winning candidates.
The Chief Minister exuded
confidence that the party is
going to win the elections
with a good majority as all
surveys have come in favour

prods TG Congress

of the Congress party.

While participating in a
Zoom meeting on Monday,
along with AICC in-charge
general secretary Meenak-
shi Natarajan, TPCC chief
B Mahesh Kumar Goud, in-
charge Ministers, Political
Advisory Committee (PAC)
members and DCC presi-
dents, CM Revanth Reddy
said that all leaders should
work together diligently,
taking the municipal elec-
tions as a challenge since
the polls are being held on
party symbols.

The Chief Minister sug-
gested that leaders prepare

a local manifesto and go to
the people to explain the
party’s programmes and ini-
tiatives. He asked the DCC
presidents to take respon-
sibility for issuing B-forms
to party candidates and en-
suring coordination at the
grassroots level.

The Chief Minister direct-
ed the in-charge Ministers
to ensure that there would
be no rebels in the elections
and that all leaders work
in unison. The CM said that
the party would give nomi-
nated posts to leaders who
did not get tickets in the
municipal elections.

CONGRESS TO DECIDE
FATE OF REBELS TODAY

Government of Telangana
HYDERABAD METROPOLITAN
WATER SUPPLY & SEWERAGE BOARD
0Olo. Chief General Manager (Engg), O&M Circle No. V, Sainikpuri, Sec’bad-94, Telangana
e-TENDER NOTICE

e-tender Notice No. & Date

407/CGM(E)/O&MC-V/2025-26, Date : 03.02.2026
Name of Work : Laying of 900mm dia RCC Sewer trunkline from Old
Hayathnagar Highway to Sai Baba temple, Mudhiraj Colony main road under
Kamalanagar Section, Sub Division Il, Oand M Division XI.

Estimate Contract Value : Rs.151.73 Lakhs

1. Tender Document will be available online from Date : 03.02.2026 from
5.00 PM onwards and the last date for receipt of tenders is Date : 17.02.2026
upto 5.00 PM 2, Name & address of Chief General Manager (Engg), concerned -
Chief General Manager (Engg), O&M Circle-V, HMWSSB, Sainikpuri,
Secunderabad -500094. 3. The Confractors/ firms are requested fo upload the
information in the ‘ZIP' format preferably. 4. Further details can be seen on @
https:/iwww.tender.telangana.gov.in

Sd/- Chief General Manager (Engg.), O&M Circle No. V, Sainikpuri, Sec'bad-94, Telangana.

THE SINGARENI COLLIERIES COMPANY LIMITED

,_ ( A Government Company)
REGD. OFFICE: KOTHAGUDEM-507101, TELANGANA.

dated 31.01.2026.

It is to notify that Environmental Clearance has been granted
by the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA),
Telangana for expansion of existing Kondapuram Underground (KP
UG) Coal Mine Project of the Singareni Collieries Company Limited,
located near Kondapuram Village, Manuguru Mandal, Bhadradri
Kothagudem District of Telangana State for enhancement of coal
production from 0.54 MTPA to 0.648 MTPA within the same project
area of 477.03 ha (20% increase as per MoEF&CC, O.M. dated 11th
April, 2022 under para 7(ii)(a) of EIA Notification, 2006) along with
environmental conditions and safeguards vide EC Identification No.
EC25B0102TG5102170N and File No.SIA/TG/CMIN/522129/2025,

This paper advertisement is being issued in compliance to the
General Instruction 5(1) and Standard Condition No. 10,1 of Envi-
ronmental Clearance. Accordingly, the Singareni Collieries Company
Limited is now entitled to enhance the coal production from 0.54
MTPA to 0.648 MTPA with in the same project area of 477.03 ha,
subject to the conditions mentioned therein

A copy of the Environmental Clearance letter is available with
The Environmental Engineer, Telangana Pollution Control Board,
Regional Office, Beside MRO office, Near SCCL Head Office,
Kothagudem, Bhadradri Kothagudem District-507101.
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THE Congress party is
likely to take a decision in a

Minister A Revanth Reddy’s
old Camp Office on Tues-
day on whether to ignore or
initiate disciplinary action

any remain in the fray after
the withdrawal of nomina-
tion papers on February 3,
sources said.

The meeting will primar-
ily focus on the issue of re-
bels contesting the elections
after the final date for with-
drawal, as the polls will be
held on the party symbol.

On the other hand, the
AICC in-charge general
secretary Meenakshi Na-
tarajan has asked the in-
charge ministers to attend
the meeting with complete
details of official candidates
as well as rebel contestants,
if any.

Party leaders said the
rebel issue is a delicate one
and needs to be handled
cautiously, failing which
the party could face double
trouble.

“If the rebels are ig-

meeting to be held at Chief

against rebel candidates, if

nored, violations of party
discipline may continue. If
action is initiated, the re-
bels may work against the
official candidates. Either
way, damage is inevitable
if rebels remain in the fray.
Hence, the Chief Minister,
on Monday, has instructed
the in-charge ministers to
ensure that rebels withdraw
their nomination papers
by hook or crook;” a senior
leader said.

Chief Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy will chair
this important meeting
on Tuesday evening at his
old Camp Office in Jubilee
Hills. TPCC chief B. Ma-
hesh Kumar Goud, AICC
in-charge general secretary
Meenakshi Natarajan, in-
charge ministers, and other
senior leaders will attend
the meeting.

It is learnt that the meet-
ing will also discuss recent
political developments and
their impact on the upcom-
ing municipal elections.
Strategies to strengthen the
party in parliamentary con-
stituencies, implementation
of development works, and
welfare schemes are also ex-
pected to be reviewed.

BJP
veh
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THE BJP has introduced
a new campaign strategy
ahead of the upcoming mu-
nicipal and municipal corpo-
ration elections by unveiling
specially designed LED cam-
paign vehicles. The initiative
was formally launched at the
party’s state headquarters
by BJP Telangana President
N Ramchander Rao, in the
presence of senior leaders
and party workers, on Mon-
day.

Speaking at the event, Rao
said the LED campaign vehi-
cles would play a crucial role
in effectively communicating
the party’s vision and policies
to the people. He emphasised
that under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the Central govern-
ment has implemented sev-
eral development and welfare
programmes, and these vehi-
cles will help highlight those
achievements at the grass-
roots level.

“Through LED screens,
citizens will be able to clearly
understand the BJP’s propos-
als for urban development

aunches LED campaign
cles for municipal polls

State President N Ramchander Rao inaugurates

and the solutions we are of-
fering to local problems,” he
stated.

Rao further underlined
that the BJP’s primary agen-
da in the municipal elec-
tions is to address public is-
sues and ensure transparent
governance. He noted that
the vehicles will showcase
details of Central schemes
such as housing, sanitation
and welfare programmes,
alongside the BJP’s roadmap
for strengthening municipal
infrastructure.

The inauguration cer-
emony was attended by Ma-

the initiative at the party headquarters
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harashtra Minister and BJP’s
Telangana municipal election
in-charge Ashish Shelar, Ra-
jasthan’s former minister and
co-in charge Ashok Parnami,
Rajya Sabha member and co-
in charge Rekha Sharma, and
former Rajya Sabha MP GVL
Narasimha Rao. Their pres-
ence underscored the party’s
commitment to intensifying
its campaign efforts in Tel-
angana.

Large numbers of party
leaders and workers also
participated in the event, sig-
nalling strong organisational
backing for the initiative.
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The BJP leadership expressed
confidence that the innova-
tive campaign vehicles would
enhance voter engagement
and help convey the party’s
message more effectively
across urban and semi-urban
areas.

With this launch, the BJP
has set the stage for a high-
tech, people-centric cam-
paign, aiming to strengthen
its presence in Telangana’s
municipal polls campaign
and position itself as a cred-
ible alternative for develop-
ment-focused  administra-
tion. Rao added.

BJP releases charge sheet
against Cong rule in state

 BJP accuses
the Congress
government
of corruption,
unfulfilled
guarantees and
administrative
failures
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AHEAD of the municipal

dent

N Ramchander Rao

The Environmental Clearance letter can also be seen on the
website of McEF&CC at https://parivesh.nic.in and on the website
of SCCL at https://sccimines.com/env.

Further, in compliance to the General Instruction 5(2) and
Standard Condition No.10.2, copies of the Environmental Clearance
letter will be submitted to the Heads of Local Bodies, Panchayats
and Municipal Bodies for displaying the same for a period of 30 days
from the date of receipt.

Kothagudem, Director
Date: 03.02.2026. (Planning & Projects)
PR/2026/ADVT/ENV/14

DIPR R.O.No. 14901 -PP/CL/IADVT/1/2025-26 Dt: 02-02-2026|

and municipal corporation
elections, the Telangana BJP
intensified its attack on the
Congress government by re-
leasing a charge sheet accus-
ing it of corruption, broken
promises and administrative
collapse. Titled ‘Fake Prom-
ises — Deceptive Assurances,
the document was released
by BJP Telangana unit presi-

along with Maharashtra
Minister Ashish Shelar in the
presence of senior leaders.
Addressing the media,
Rao said the Congress came
to power by announcing
six guarantees and over 420
promises but failed to im-
plement even basic commit-
ments. He alleged that the
state is facing a serious finan-

cial crisis, resulting in delays
in payment of salaries to
government employees and
pensions to retired staff. As-
surances such as DA arrears,
PRC implementation, health
cards and restoration of the
old pension scheme remain
unfulfilled, creating uncer-
tainty among employees and
pensioners.

Accusing

the Congress

of betraying farmers, Rao
said welfare schemes such
as Rythu Bandhu, farm loan
waivers and farmer insur-
ance have been neglected or
discontinued. He claimed
the Bhoobharati Act has trig-
gered fresh land disputes,
pushing farmers into distress
and destroying their trust in
the government.

Failures in education and

BJP President N Ramchander
Rao and Maharashtra

Minister Ashish Shelar unveil
the document

healthcare were also high-
lighted. According to Rao, fee
reimbursement arrears have
crossed several thousand
crore rupees, while promises
of new IIITs, schools in slum
areas and education security
cards exist only on paper. In
healthcare, unpaid Rajiv
Aarogyasri bills have forced
hospitals to stop treatments,
affecting  poor patients.
Promised  super-specialty
hospitals and maternity hos-
pitals have not materialised.
Women's welfare was de-
scribed as another major
failure. The BJP alleged that
promises of Rs 2,500 month-
ly assistance, gold for brides,
Anganwadi wage hikes and
electric  scooters  remain
unimplemented.  Similarly,
unemployed youth were
promised Rs 4,000 monthly
allowance and two lakh jobs
within a year, but the BJP

claimed no major fresh re-
cruitment has taken place.

On urban governance, Rao
alleged corruption worth
Rs 2,500 crore in municipal
bodies. He pointed to over-
flowing garbage, damaged
roads and poor street light-
ing, alleging development is
sustained mainly by Central
government funds.

The charge sheet further
accused the Congress of ne-
glecting SC, ST and BC wel-
fare, failing to resolve podu
land issues and allowing en-
croachment of temple lands.
Rao alleged law and order
has deteriorated with rising
thefts, drug abuse and com-
munal tensions. Concluding
the press meet, Rao urged
voters to reject Congress
and BRS and support BJP,
asserting it alone can ensure
corruption-free governance
in Telangana state.




