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VIJAYAWADA Catholic 
Diocese Bishop Rev Dr 
Telagathoti Joseph Raja 
Rao has said that elabo-
rate arrangements are be-
ing made for the 102nd 
annual Gunadala Lourdes 
Matha Maha Utsavams, 
scheduled to be held for 
three days from February 
9 to 11. He said that more 
than 10 lakh devotees from 
Andhra Pradesh, Telan-
gana, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, 
Kerala, Karnataka, and 
other states are expected to 
attend the annual festival.

In view of the upcom-
ing celebrations, Bishop 
Joseph Raja Rao, along 
with Monsignor Muv-
vala Prasad and other 
clergy, unveiled the festi-
val poster at the Gunadala 
Social Service Centre in 
Vijayawada on Monday. 
Later, the bishop also laid 
foundation stones for new 
residential complexes near 

the Centenary Church, 
intended for the benefit of 
priests and devotees visit-
ing the shrine.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Bishop Raja Rao 
said that comprehensive 
arrangements are being 
put in place to ensure the 
smooth and orderly con-
duct of the three-day fes-
tival. He informed that 
several bishops from the 
Visakhapatnam Archdio-

cese, along with bishops 
from the dioceses of Nel-
lore, Kadapa, Kurnool, 
Guntur, and others, would 
attend the celebrations as 
chief guests.

Vicar General Mesha-
pam Gabriel, Education 
Desk Director Father 
Kolakani Marianna, Social 
Service Centre Director 
Father Thota Sunil Raju, 
and others were present at 
the press meet.

Gunadala Matha 
Utsavams from Feb 9

Elaborate arrangements are being made for the 102nd annual Gunadala 
Lourdes Matha Maha Utsavams, scheduled to be held for three days

Vijayawada Catholic Diocese Bishop Rev Dr Telagathoti 
Joseph Raja Rao, along with Monsignor Muvvala Prasad and 
festival committee members, releasing the poster for the 
102nd Gunadala Lourdes Matha Utsavams in Vijayawada 
on Monday
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THE Confederation of 

Real Estate Developers’ 
Associations of India 
(CREDAI), Andhra 
Pradesh has welcomed 

Govt move to halt hike in land market value hailed
the State government’s 
decision to suspend the 
proposed hike in land 
market values, saying it 
will ease the registration 
burden on homebuyers 
and boost liquidity in the 
real estate sector.

In a statement issued 
on Monday, CREDAI 
AP Chairman Buddiga 
Srinivasu, President 
Bayana Srinivasa Rao, 
and General Secretary 
Dasari Rambabu 
expressed gratitude to the 

NDA-led state government 
for the timely intervention, 
which they said would 
help accelerate real estate 
activity across the State. 
They noted that halting the 
increase in market values 
will particularly benefit 
middle and lower-income 
homebuyers by preventing 
additional financial 
pressure during property 
registration.

The leaders also 
applauded the Union 
Government for presenting 
a growth-oriented Budget 
that provides a major 
boost to the construction 
and real estate sectors. 
They highlighted the 
increased allocation for 
infrastructure development 
and the announcement of 
a one-crore housing target 
under PMAY–Urban 2.0 
as confidence boosters for 
developers.

Furthermore, they urged 
the Centre to revise the 
definition of “affordable 
housing,” noting that 

existing parameters fixed 
nearly eight years ago are 
no longer viable due to 
inflation. 

They proposed increasing 
the price ceiling from Rs 
45 lakh to Rs 90 lakh and 
expanding the carpet area 
from 90 sq m to 120 sq m 
so that middle-class buyers 
can continue to benefit 
from the concessional 1% 
GST rate.

They said these 
policy decisions would 
support comprehensive 
development in Amaravati 
and Tier-2 cities while 
generating large-scale 
employment. 

They thanked Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and Union Finance 
Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman, as well 
as Chief Minister N 
Chandrababu Naidu, 
Revenue Minister Anagani 
Satya Prasad, and IG of 
Registration and Stamps 
BR Ambedkar for their 
support.
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FORMER minister and 
senior YSRCP leader 
Ambati Rambabu, who 
was arrested in Guntur 
over allegations of 
making inappropriate 
remarks against 
Chief Minister N 
Chandrababu Naidu, 
was shifted to the 
Rajahmundry Central 
Jail in the early hours 
of Monday.

According to police 
sources, Rambabu 
was moved to the jail 
around 3 am under 
tight security.

 Special escort 

vehicles were arranged 
to transport him safely, 
and elaborate security 
arrangements were put 
in place to prevent any 
untoward incidents.

Anticipating possible 
protests by YSRCP 
supporters, police 
imposed stringent 
precautionary 
measures in and 
around the police 
station and jail 
premises. 

As a preventive 
step, former MLA 
Jakkampudi Raja and 
several other party 
leaders were placed 
under house arrest to 
avert any law & order 

issues.
Reacting to the 

developments, Raja 
strongly criticised 
the ruling coalition 
government, alleging 
that it had “murdered 
democracy.” 

He accused the 
government of 
violating fundamental 
rights and targeting 
opposition leaders 
through what he 
described as politically 
motivated actions. 

The situation in the 
region remained tense 
but under control, with 
police maintaining 
a strong presence to 
ensure peace and order.

Ambati shifted to central jail
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ANDHRA Pradesh Archery 
Association (APAA), under 
the aegis of the Archery As-
sociation of India (AAI) and 
with support from Olympic 
Gold Quest (OGQ), is organ-
ising a four-day South Zone 
Archery Coaches Workshop 
for Level 1 in Vijayawada. Ar-
chery men and women coach-
es from eight states are partici-
pating in this workshop.

The inaugural programme 
was held on Monday at a 
hotel near Ramavarappadu 
Ring Road in the city. A total 
of 44 men and women ar-
chery coaches from Andhra 
Pradesh, Telangana, Karna-

taka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Pu-
ducherry, Andaman & Nico-
bar Islands, and Odisha are 
participating in the workshop.

The Archery Association of 
India has deputed Prof Rajith 
Chameli, Chandrakanth Ilag, 
and P Ravi Shankar as lectur-
ers for the programme. They 
will train Level 1 coaches on 
national training methods, 
conduct examinations, and 
present certificates upon com-
pletion.

At the inaugural event, 
APAA Chairman Cherukuri 
Satyanarayana, General Secre-
tary Bevara Venkata Ramana, 
Krishna District Archery As-
sociation Treasurer Gottipati 
Prem Kumar, and other offi-
cials were present.

Archery coaches’ workshop begins

Andhra Pradesh Archery Association Chairman Cherukuri 
Satyanarayana addressing coaches at the inaugural of South Zone 
Archery Coaches Workshop in Vijayawada on Monday
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M Purendra, Deputy Transport 
Commissioner (IT), has been 
given Full Additional Charge 
(FAC) as Deputy Transport 
Commissioner (DTC) of NTR 
District. With this arrangement, 
Joint Transport Commissioner 
A Mohan, who was holding the 
post on an in-charge basis, has 
been relieved of the additional 
responsibilities. To this effect, 
the Transport, Roads and Build-
ings Department Special Chief 
Secretary MT Krishna Babu is-
sued GO Rt No 51 on Monday. 
The orders were issued after care-
ful examination of the propos-

als submitted by the Transport 
Commissioner, Andhra Pradesh. 
Presently, Purendra is serving as 
Deputy Transport Commissioner 
(IT) in the office of the Transport 
Commissioner. The decision was 
taken in view of administrative 
requirements in NTR District to 
ensure the smooth functioning of 
the Transport Department.

The government has directed 
the Transport Commissioner, 
Vijayawada, to take further nec-
essary action in the matter. The 
move is expected to strengthen 
the administration of trans-
port services in NTR District 
and improve enforcement and 
regulatory functions under the  
Transport Department.

Purendra appointed 
as NTR district DTC


